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Jesus Christ

Jesus of Nazareth, without money and arms, conquered more millionsthan Alexander

the Great, Caesar, Mohammed, and Napoleon; without science and learning, he shed more
light on things human and divine than all philosophersand scholar s combined; without
eloquence of school, he spoke such words of life aswere never spoken before or since, and

produced effects which lie beyond the reach of orator or poet; without writing a singleline,
he set more pensin motion, and furnished themes for more sermons, or ations, discussions,
lear ned volumes, works of art, and songs of praise than the whole army of great men of
ancient and moder n times. -- Philip Schaff

Hereisaman who wasborn in an obscur e village, the Child of a peasant woman. He
worked in a carpenter shop until Hewasthirty, and then for three yearsHewasan itinerate

preacher. He never wrote a book. Henever held an office. He never owned ahome. He
never had afamily. He never went to college. He never put Hisfoot inside a big city. He
never traveled two hundred miles from the place where Hewasborn. He never did one of the

things that usually accompany greatness. He had no credentials but Himself. He had nothing
to dowith thisworld except the naked power of His Divine manhood. While still a young man,
thetide of popular opinion turned against Him. He wasturned over to Hisenemies. He went
through the mockery of atrial. Hewas nailed to a Cross between two thieves. His execution-
ers gambled for the only piece of property He had on earth while He wasdying--and that was
Hiscoat. When He was dead He was taken down and laid in a borrowed grave through the
pity of afriend. Such wasHishuman life--He risesfrom the dead. Nineteen wide centuries
have come and gone and today Heisthe Center piece of the human race and the L eader of the
column of progress. | am within the mark when | say that all the armiesthat ever marched,
and all the naviesthat ever were built, and all the parliamentsthat ever sat, and all the kings
that ever reigned, put together, have not affected the life of man upon thisearth as powerfully
as hasthat One Solitary Life. -- James C. Hefley

Asthe centuries pass, the evidence is accumulating that, measured by His effect on

history, Jesusisthe most influential life ever lived on this planet. -- Historian Kenneth
Scott Latourette



L ESSON

THE LIFE OF CHRIST IN THE SYNOPTIC GOSPEL S Lesson Overviews

M atthew

1. Early Years:

a.

o0 aon o

Geneologies 1:1-17

. John’sbirth promised

Announcement to Mary

. Announcement to Joseph 1:18-25

Mary vidits Elizabeth

. John’sbirth

2. Early Years (continued):

i o B N B o N o Wi o 2 )

. Jesus birth 1:18-25
. Angelsand shepherds
Circumcision
. Presentation in temple
Wise men visit 2:1-12
Sojourn in Egypt 2:13-23
. Childhood in Nazareth 2:23
. Vidt to Jerusalem

Eighteen yearsin Nazareth

3. Early Events:

a
b.
C.

d.

Ministry of John 3:1-12
Baptism of Jesus 3:13-17
Temptations 4:1-11

(Early ministry))
Departurefrom Judea 4:12

4. Galilean Ministry-- (1)

x— —TQ 0P OO T
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Beginning work 4:12,17
Regection at Nazar eth
Removal to Capernaum  4:13-16
Call of four disciples 4:18-22
Miraclesin Capernaum  8:14-17
First preaching tour 8:2-4
Healing a paralytic 9:2-8
Call of Matthew 9:9-13
Question about fasting 9:14-17
. Plucking grain 12:1-8
. Healingawitherd hand 12:9-14
. Widespread fame 4:23-25
. Choosing of Twelve 10:2-4

1:1-8
1:9-11
1:12,13

1:14

1:14,15

1:16-20
1:21-34
1:35-45
2:1-12
2:13-17
2:18-22
2:23-28
3:1-6
3.7-12
3:13-19

Luke (John)

3:23-38
1.525
1:26-31

1:39-56
1:57-80

2:1-7
2:8-20
2:21
2:22-39

2:39,40
2:41-50
2:51,52

3:1-20
3:21-23
4:1-13
(1:19-4:54)

4:14,15
4:16-30
4:31
51-11
4:31-41
4.42-44; 5.12-16
5:17-26
5.27-32
5:33-39
6:1-5
6:6-11
6:17-19
6:12-16



THE LIFE OF CHRIST-- Lesson Overviews

LESSON

5. Galilean Ministry-- (2)

10.

11.

a. Sermon on the Mount

. Galilean Ministry-- (3)
a. Sermon on the M ount

. Galilean Ministry-- (4)

a. Centurion’s servant
b. Widow'sson at Nain
c. John’slast message
d. Anointing of Jesus
e. Christ’scompanions
f. An“eternal” sin

g. Chrigt’s"“kindred’

. Galilean Minigtry-- (5)

a. Parablesby the Sea

. Galilean Ministry-- (6)

a. Stillingthe storm

b. Gadaarene demoniacs

c. Jairus daughter

d. Healing blind and dumb

M atthew

5:1- 6:22

6:22- 7:29

8:5-13

11:2-30

12:22-45
12:46-50

13:1-58

8:23-27
8:28-34
9:18-26
9:27-34

e. Second Nazareth regection 9:54-58

f. Third tour continued

Galilean Ministry-- (7)

a. Mission of the Twelve

b. Death of John

Galilean Ministry-- (8)
a. Feeding fivethousand

9:35

9:36- 11:1

14:1-12

14:13-21

(Record of eventsin John’s gospel)

b. Walking on water
¢. Unwashed hands

14:24-36
15:1-20

(Record of eventsin John’s gospel)

3:19-30
3:31-35

4:1-34

4:35-41
5:1-20
5:21-43

6:1-6

6:7-13

6:14-29

6:30-46

6:47-56
7:1-23

12:22-31; 11:9-13
6:37-49

7:1-10
7:11-17
7:18-35
7:36-50
8:1-3
11:14-23
8:19-21

8:4-18

8:22-25
8:26-39
8:40-56

9:1-6
9:7-9

9:10-17
(6:1-15)

(6:16-21)



THE LIFE OF CHRIST-- Lesson Overviews

LESSON M atthew Mark
12. Galilean Ministry-- (9)
a. The Syrophoenician 15:21-28 7:24-30
b. Miracles of healing 15:29-31 7:31-37
c. Feeding four thousand 15:32-38 819
d. A “sign from heaven” 15:39-16:12
e. Healing ablind man 8:22-26
13. Galilean Ministry-- (10)
a. Peter’sconfession 16:13-20 8:27-30
b. Foretdling death 16:21-28 8:31-9:1
c. Thetransfiguration 17:1-13 9:2-13
14. Galilean Ministry-- (11)
a. Demoniac boy healed 17:14-20 9:14-29
b. Foreteling death again 17.22,23 9:30-32
c. Sheke in fish’s mouth 17:24-27 9:33
d. Humility, forgiveness chapter 18 9:33-50
(Record of eventsin John’s gospel)
15. Perean Ministry-- (1)
a. Final departure 19:1,2; 8:18-22 10:1

16.

17.

b. Mission of the Seventy
c. The“good” Samaritan
d. Vist toMary, Martha
(Record of eventsin John’s gospel)
e. Discourseon prayer
f. Discourse againgt Pharisees

Perean Ministry-- (2)

a. Trust and judgment

b. Sain Galileans

¢. Woman healed on sabbath

d. Few aresaved?

e. Reply toHerod's threat

f. Thegreat supper 22:1-14
g. Counting the cost

Perean Ministry-- (3)
a. Threeparablesof the“lost”
b. Two warnings about faithfulness

Page 3

Luke (John)

9:18-21
9:22-27
9:28-36

9:37-43
9:43-45

9:46-50
(chapters7,8)

9:51-62
10:1-24
10:25-37
10:38-42
(chapters 8,9,10)
11:1-13
11:37-54

chapter 12
13:1-9
13:10-21
13:22-30
13:31-35
14:1-24
14:25-35

chapter 15
chapter 16



THE LIFE OF CHRIST-- Lesson Overviews Page 4

LESSON M atthew Mark Luke (John)
17. (continued) (Record of eventsin John’s gospel) (chapter 11)
c. Tenlepers 17:11-19

18. Perean Ministry-- (4)

a. Coming of the kingdom 17:20-18:8
b. Pharisees and publicans 18:9-14

c. Concerning divorce 19:3-12 10:2-12

d. Blessing children 19:13-15 10:13-16 18:15-17
e. Rich youngruler 19:16-20:16 10:17-31 18:18-30

19. Perean Ministry-- (5)

a. Crucifixion foretold 20:17-19 10:32-34 18:31-34
b. Apostles ambition 20:20-28 10:35-45

c. Blind men healed 20:29-34 10:46-52 18:35-43
d. Vidgt to Zacchaeus 19:1-10
e. Parable of the pounds 19:11-28
f. Anointing of Jesus 26:6-13 14:3-9

20. The Final Week-- (1)

a. Triumphal entry 21:1-11 11:1-11 19:29-44
(Record of eventsin John’s gospel) (12:12-19)
b. Cursingthefigtree 21:18-22 11:12-14
c. Second temple cleansing 21:12-17 11:15-19 19:45-48
d. Figtreewithered 21:20-22 11:20-25

21. TheFinal Week- (2)

a. Authority challenged 21:23-27 11:27-33 20:1-8

b. The Son rejected 21:28-46 12:1,2 20:9-19
c. Three“trick” questions 22:15-40 12:13-34 20:20-40
d. Unanswerable question 22:41-46 12:35-37 20:41-44
e. Woeto scribes, Pharisees 23:1-39 12:38-40 20:45-47
f. Widows Mites 12:41-44 21:1-4

22. The Final Week-- (3)
(Record of eventsin John’s gospel) (12:20-50)
a. Jerusalem’sdestruction chapters24,25  chapter 13 21:1-6

23. The Final Week-- (4)
a. Betrayal by Judas 26:1-5, 14-16 14:1,2,10,11 22:1-6



THE LIFE OF CHRIST-- Lesson Overviews Page 5

LESSON
Matthew Mark Luke (John)
23. (continued)
b. TheLast Supper 26:17-30 14:12-26 22:7-30
(Record of eventsin John’s gospel) (13:1-30)
c. Farewdll discourses 26:31-35 14:27-31 22:31-38
(Record of eventsin John’s gospe!) (13:31-17:26)
24. The Final Week-- (5)
a. Agony in Gethsemane 26:36-46 14:32-42 22:39-46
b. Betrayal and arrest 26:47-56 14:43-52 22:47-53
(Record of eventsin John’s gospel) (18:1-12)
c. Trial before Jews 26:57-27:1 14:57-72 22:54-71
(Record of eventsin John’s gospel) (18:12-27)
25. TheFinal Week-- (6)
a. Trial beforePilate 27:11-31 15:1-20 23:1-25
b. Thecrucifixion 27:32-56 15:21-41 23:26-49
c. Theburial 27:57-61 15:42-47 23:50-56
d. Watchingthetomb  27:62-66
(Record of eventsin John’s gospel) (18:28-19:42)
26. TheForty Days
a. Resurrection morning 28:1-10 16:1-11 24:1-12
(Record of eventsin John’s gospel) (20:1-18)
b. Guards report 28:11-15
c. Road to Emmaus 16:12,13 24:13-35
d. First appearanceto disciples 16:14 24.36-43
(Record of eventsin John’s gospel) (20:19-25)
(Second appearanceto disciples) (20:26-29)
(Third appear ance to disciples) (21:1-24)
e. Fourth appearanceand com-
mission 28:16-20 16:15-18 24:44-49

f. Ascension 16:19,20 24:50-53



The Synoptic Gospels

INTRODUCTORY NOTESON THE FOUR GOSPEL S

. Some students new to Bible study are surprised to find FOUR gospel accounts of Jesus’ life
and work on earth.

a. Hewas here less than four years.

b. Only one-tenth of Hislifespanis addressed in the accounts we have.

c. Littleisreveded aout His family background or His youthful years.

d. Nothing at al isincluded to describe His physical appearance.

. Isit possible that what the four accounts cover could just as easily be treated in one book of
the Bible?

. This conclusion (above) is based on alack of understanding about the divine reason behind
there being four, and not one, records of the most important life ever lived on this earth and
why the reporting of that life is so incomplete, as measured by most biographies, despite the
devation of thefirst four books of the New Testament to its reporting.

. Even casud readers of the four Gospels are impressed not only with the Smiliarities anong
them but dso with the differences found in those Gospels.

. Severd possbilities might be considered to account for Smilarities and differences:

a. Differences resulted from mistakes made by sdf-directed writers. But, belief in the verbal
inspiration of the Scriptures disdlows any such explanation. Furthermore, the differences
among the accounts do not constitute necessary contradictions. Each one can be explained
within the context of divine ingpiration and purpose in the production of the Bible.

b. Smilarities are often attributed to collusion among the writers to produce four harmonious
records in an attempt to overwhelm the minds of those who might not be convinced by
the testimony of only one person who claims to be awitness of the facts recorded. How-
ever, the four Gospels are not totaly identicd in detail. The differences are numerous.
Colluson would have suggested the exclusion rather than the inclusion of so many, so as
to stress the unity rather than the diver sity among writers and to make the record “ appear’
to be genuine.

c. A “multiple source’ theory is advanced by some to explain smilarities and differences

(1)



among Matthew, Mark, Luke and John in their trestment of: [1] subject matter; [2] vocabu-
lary; [3] order of eventsincluded:
(1) An*“origind” gospe which has not survived provided the materia from which our
Gospels selected their facts,
(2) All the Gospels drew from early ord reports by numerous eyewitnesses whose
recollections, in keeping with human memory, were not dways consstent;
(3) A large number of short and uninspired narratives were written early on and were later
employed as sources by the Gospel writers. See Luke 1.1,
(4) Two “origind” gospds were first written and made available to Matthew, Luke, and
John:
(@ A document identified with the book of Mark which Matthew and Luke used as
source materid;
(b) Another document (cdled “ Q") which was different from the first document (Mark)
and was aso used by Matthew and Luke in writing their Gospels.
(5) Other theories propose numerous source materias from which dl four writers drew

independently.

6. The Bible believer must contend that the sour ce of materidsfor dl four Gospel accountsis
the mind of God! The writers wrote just the things that were dictated to them by the Holy
Spirit (1Corinthians 2:6-16).

7. The messages recorded in the four Gospels directly reflect God' s purpose to transmit a com-
plete representation of our multi-faceted Savior. Heis many things to many peoplein His
work as Redeemer of the world. Each Gospel in turn emphasizes something peculiar in His
Person and work, while preserving those commondities essentid to the sdvation of dl men:

a Matthew stresses His role as King over His Kingdom and the fulfillment of prophecy about
that role. Jewswould be attracted by this emphasis;

b. Mark pictures Jesus as He serves among men while employing the full authority and power
of the Almighty Jehovah. People whose lives were controlled by the authoritative Roman
government might be duly impressed by this portrayd of the Chrigt;

c. Lukeisconcerned with showing Jesus as the Son of Man who is dedicated to the salvation
of all men. This message would especidly gpped to a Gentile audience;

d. John appears to focus most on the divinity of Jesus and on the relationship between the

Father and the Son. Heisthe only Savior of mankind because of that rdationship. John's
message would be welcomed by the whole world.

2



INTRODUCTORY NOTESON THE “SYNOPTIC” GOSPEL S

1. There are distinct and significant differences between the first three Gospels and the Gospel
of John.

2. Matthew, Mark and L uke emphasize:
a Themiracles and parables of Jesus;
b. Many everyday eventsin thelife of Jesus;
c. BEventstaking place primarily in Gdilee

3. John emphasizes.
a Theologicd discussions, often lengthy;
b. Fewer events, but with much more accompanying explanations;
c. BEvents occurring principaly in Judea.

4. Thefird three Gospds are often caled “ Synoptic Gospels’ because they seem to “ see’
Chrig’s activities with “one eye” much more than John did.

5. The Gospel of Matthew:

a. Date-- 50-60 A.D. (Certainly before the destruction of Jerusdemin 70 A.D.)
b. Purpose-- To encourage and establish Jewish Chrigians in the faith; to confute their ad-
versaries, to prove to dl that the Gospe did not contradict the teaching of
the Old Testament, but rather fulfilled the prophecies and promises made in the
Old Testament to the patriarchs.
c. Peculiarities-
(1) “King” and “Kingdom™ occupy a prominent placein this Gospd:
(@ “Kingdom of heavert’ appears 33 times; “Kingdom of God” is found 4 times,
(b) Jesusisrepresented as the “Son of David” 9 times;,
(c) Old Testament quotations or alusions are cited about 65 times.

(2) “Righteous’ and “righteousness’ appear in Maithew more than in the other three
Gospels combined.

(3) “Church” occursonly in Matthew-- 16:18 and 18:17.
(4) Matthew records six mgor “sermons’ by Jesus:

(& Sermon on the Mount (chapters 5-7);

(b) Charge to the Twelve Apostles (chapter 10);

(c) Parablesof the Kingdom (chapter 13);

(d) Teaching About Humility and Forgiveness (chapter 18);

(e) Denunciation of the Scribes and Pharisees (chapter 23);

() Find Warnings About Destruction and Judgment (chapters 24,25).
(5) Twenty miracles and fifteen parables are included in Matthew’ s Gospel.

©)



The Gospdl of Mark:

a. Date-- Perhaps about 67 or 68 A.D. (Certainly before Jerusdlem’'sfdl in 70 A.D.)
b. Purpose-- Many scholars believe that Mark depended heavily on the teaching that Peter
had done about Jesus. Mark displays Jesus as the Servant of God.
c. Peculiarities—-
(1) Mak isaGospe of action, emphasizing the numerous works of Jesus.
(2) Mark takes no notice of Jesus geneology, birth, or early years.
(3) Mark includes Peter’ s name in severa passages where it is omitted in the other
Gospd accounts.
(4) Although shorter in length, Mark gives amore complete account of severd incidents,
e.g., 6:14-29; 7:1-23; 9:14-29; 12:28-34.
(5) Mark quotes from the Old Testament only once (1:2,3), acombination of Maachi 3:1
and Isaiah 40:3. Jesusis represented as quoting frequently from the Old Testament.
(6) Nineteen miracles and five parables are recorded by Mark.

The Gospel of Luke:

a. Date-- about 58 A.D. (Certanly before Jerusalem’sdestructionin A.D. 70.)

b. Purpose- To establish Theophilusin the truth and through him to encourage dl readersto
believe in Jesus as the Chrigt; to confirm Jesus as the Savior of everyone who
will accept Him as such.

c. Peculiarities--

(1) Luke portraysthe “perfect humanity of Christ” (Thiessen), offering the most complete
account of His birth, childhood, human growth, and domestic and socid life.

(2) The prayersof Jesus (11) are emphasized by Luke, more than in the other Gospels.

(3) Luke stresses praise and thanksgiving. “It begins and ends with worship in the temple’
[1:9; 24:52]” (Flumme).

(4) Women and children recaive sgnificant attention in this Gospd.

(5) Numerous medica terms and attention to sickness appear in Luke' s account, as would
be expected from the pen of a physician.

(6) Lukeincludestwenty miracles performed by Jesus, six of which are reported only by
him. This seems remarkable, coming from a“man of science’ (medicing). Luke s depth
of fathisreflected in his acceptance of Jesus miracles.

(32)



LESSON ONE-- THE EARLY YEARS

Genealogies-- Matthew 1:1-17; Luke 3:23-38 Announcement to Joseph-- Matthew 1:18-25
Preface, John’s Birth Promised-- Luke 1:1-25 Mary Visits Elizabeth-- Luke 1:39-56

Announcement to Mary-- Luke 1:26-36 John’sBirth-- Luke 1:57-80

Matthew 1:1-17 GENEAL OGIES--
Luke 3:23-38

1. It wasimportant to establish the lineage of “Jesus.”
a The Jews would accept only a Messiah who was from Abraham and David.
The prophets had shaped this expectation, e.g., Geness 12:3;Gddians 3:16;
2Samuel 7:16; 1Chronicles 17:11-15; Psalm 110:1,2; Matthew 22:41-43.

b. Gentiles cared nothing for Abraham but were impressed with “gods’ superi-
or to themsalves. The Son of the true God would attract their attention.
See Acts 17:22-31.

c. Matthew’ starget audience was his fellow Jews; Luke's, the Gentiles. Hence,
Maithew’ s genedlogy begins with Abraham and includes kings who had sat
on David’ s throne on earth (through Solomon). Luke' slist of ancestors
traces Jesus’ lineage through Nathan, another of David' s sons, and culmi-
nates (going backward) in Jesus connection with God Himsdlf.

2. The genedogiesof Matthew and Luke: (See Chart on Geneologies, page 8.)
a A “memory crutch’ is provided: fourteen generations in three groups. How-
ever, some kings are ommitted between Joram and Uzziah Each grouping
begins with asgna persor/event in God' s plan involving man's redemption:
(1) Thecrestion and fdl of Adam that made redemption necessary;
(2) Thecal and promise to Abraham to give hope of redemption;
(3) Thereign of David that prefigured the blessings of redemption;
(4) Thefathfulnessof Zerubbabel to reaffirm God' s redemption despite
man's unfaithfulness;

(5 Thecoming of Jesus as Savior to actudize God' s redemption.

b. Five women areincluded in Matthew's ligt, nonein Luke's. Perhgps mde
pride and religious bigotry needed to be challenged early on before God's
plan for dl people could be disclosed in the four Gospel accounts.

c. The“legd” connection between Jesus, David, and Abraham was through a
line of Jawish maes. Since Mary, not Joseph, was Jesus actua parent,
Joseph isliged as the “husband of Mary” and not as Jesus “father.”

d. One genedlogy appearsto follow the line of Joseph, the other of Mary,
Matthew beginning with Joseph and Luke with Mary.

(4)



Lukel:1-:25 ~ PREFACE AND JOHN'SBIRTH PROMISED

1. Luke' s prefaceto his sory includes severd points:
a. Hissubject isdisclosed-- things “ surdly believed” about Jesus among Jews,
b. Hissources- eyewitnesses and ministers of the word (the apostles);
c. Hismethodology-- informetion related in an “orderly” account from “firgt;”
d. Hispurpose-- providea“certain” record (written rather than ord);
e. Hisaddressee-- Theophilus (“lover of truth”); individua or class of readers;
f. His guide and monitor-- the Holy Spirit.

2. Only Luke records John's birth; apart of the “order” in Jesus story.
a Johnisthetrangtionfrom O.T. to New. His appearance breaks a 400 year
Slence of God.
b. He preparesfor: (1) Chrigt [v.17]; (2) fulfillment of promisesfor anew and
better covenant. (See Jeremiah 31:31-34.)

3. John's gtory isone of renewed hope for Israel- “make ready apeople” (vs. 15-17).
a. O.T. dossswith nation in despair because of its nationa wickedness.
b. Mdachi 4 contains the promise of a Savior and His forerunner.
c. Some faithful people yet lived by whom God's plan could be executed.
(1) John's parents were both of priestly tribe and were righteous.
(2) Zacharias = "“Jehovah remembers;” Elizabeth= “oath of God.”

4. A great promise on agreat day (vs. 8-17).
a. Zecharias did specid service; chosen by lot from 24 groups of some 20,000
priests to burn incense on the dtar.
b. God sfirg revelaion in 400 yearsinvolved John: (1) his name; (2) his grest-
ness; (3) his spiritud dedication; (4) his misson and work.

5. Zecharias unbdief and punishment (vs. 18-25).
a. His confidence must move from naturd world to spiritua world.
b. Natura speech removed as spiritua sign of God's power to intervene.
c. Natura barrier to conception (age) overcome by God's spiritua energy.

Luke1:26:33 ANNOUNCEMENT TO MARY

1. Six months passed prior to the announcement.
2. Gabriel sent: (1) to an unlikely place--Nazareth [John 1:46]; (2) to an unlikely
recipient-- avirgin; (3) with an unlikely promise-- a child to be born to her.
3. Thisgreatest promise involved Jesus: (1) His name-- Jesus [“Savior’]; (2) His
divinity-- Son of the Highest; (3) His tation-- throne of David; (4) Hismission
and work-- reign over the eterna kingdom of God.
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4. Mary sfath was displayed and blessed (vs. 34-38).
a Her promise dso involved confidence in the spiritua overcoming the
natura world.
b. Natura barrier to conception (her virginity) to be overcome by heaven's
energy.
5. “For with God nothing isimpossible”-- any difficulty can be conquered (vs 37).
6. May’sfath was humble and unquestioning (vs. 38).

Matthew 1:18-25 ANNOUNCEMENT TO JOSEPH

1. Joseph choseto treat Mary “justly” [fairly] (vs. 18,19).
a. Mary was “bethrothed” (engaged) to her “husband’ Joseph--considered a
lega marriage among the Jews.
b. Circumstances assured her disgraceif publicized (Deuteronomy 22:23,24).
¢. Joseph had cause to “put her away.”
d. His"jugtice’ required doing right, but his mercy dlowed Mary’s privecy.

2. An angel (Gabrid?) intervened to expedite God' s plan (vs. 20).
a Jesuswould have afather (“supposed’-- Luke 3:23) during early years.
b. Reconciled the situation with demands of the Law to the contrary.

3. The sgnificance of the event:
a Thechild to be named “Jesus’-- “ Jehovah salvation.”
b. Would save nation from the spiritua threat of dn, not from nationd threat.

4. Mathew dedlaresthis afulfillment of acherished prophecy (Isaiah 7:14).
a God would be with men! What an opportunity for mankind!

5. Joseph'sfaith in the spiritud overcame obstacles of the physica world.
a Hetook Mary ashiswife.

b. He gave the child the heaven-selected name of “Jesus.”

Luke1:3956 MARY VISITSELIZABETH

1. “Inthose days’ (before John's birth) Mary visted her kinswoman.
a. The unborn herdd reacted immediately to Mary’s gppearance (vs. 41).
b. Elizabeth wasfilled with the Holy Spirit.

(1) She gave same blessing to Mary as Gabrid had (vs. 41,28).
(2) Thisistheorigin of the“Hall Mary” prayers of the Catholic rosary.
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2. Hizabeth evidently apprized at some earlier time of the promiseto Mary.
a. May’ ssong (vs. 46-55) is cdled the “Magnifica” by Cathaolics.
b. Expressed gratitude for favor and the hope of redemption for Isradl.

3. Mary departed for home shortly before John's birth.

Luke1:57-80 JOHN'SBIRTH

1. Hisnaming and circumcision retried Zecharias' fath (vs. 59-66).
a Elizabeth's choice was: name" shall be John,” not “Zecharias.”
b. Zecharias announced God's choice: “Hisnameis John.”
c. Hisfath was now demonstrated; his tongue was loosed.

2. Zecharias first words were of praiseto God (vs. 67-79).
a. God had “raised up a horn of savation for us”
b. God had “remembered His holy covenant.”
c. God would provide “sdvation” and “remisson of sins”
d. John would “prepare Hisways’ for those blessngs.

3. People were duly impressed with these marvelous events (vs. 65,66).
4. The Lord s hand was with John (vs. 66,80).

a Physcaly and spiritualy.
b. Helived in remote places until the time for hiswork to begin.

()



THE GENEOLOGY OF JESUS CHRIST ASRECORDED BY MATTHEW AND LUKE

MATTHEW ADAM LUKE
Seth
Cainan
Enoch
Methuselah
Noah
Nahor

Terah

ABRAHAM ---- Genesis 12:-3; 18:19; Romans 4:9-13; Galatians 3:28,29----- ABRAHAM

| saac | saac
Jacob Jacob
Judah Judah
Ram Ram
Boaz
Boaz
Obed Obed
Jesse Jesse

(Fourteen) Generations (Isaiah 9:7) DAVID (Matthew 22:41-45) (Fourteen)

Genrations

Solomon  Nathan

Rehoboam Mattatha
Asa Eliakim
(Fourteen) Generations Uzziah Symeon
Hezekiah Matthat (Fourteen)
Generations
Manasseh Jorim
Josiah Addi
Jechoniah Melchi
“Carrying Away”-- 605 B.C.- 586 B.C. Shedtid  Shedltiel
(Micah 4:10; Jeremiah 25:11,12) ZERUBBABEL (Hagga 2:2-7; 21-23)
Abiud Rhesa
Eliakim Joanan
Azor Josech
Sadoc Mattathias
(Fourteen ) Generations Achim Naggai (Fourteen)
Generations
Eliud Nahum
Eleazar Amos
Matthan Matthat
Jacob Heli
Joseph Joseph (supposed)-- [Mary]

(Isaiah 9:6,7) JESUS CHRIST (Gaatians3:16)

[Severd generations are omitted from the chart to conserve space. Conault
Matthew 1:1-17 and Luke 3:23-38 for the complete Geneology.]
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QUESTIONS ON THE SYNOPTIC GOSPEL S-- LESSON ONE

Read: Matthew 1:1-25 [Quotations from New King James Version]
Luke 3:23-38; 1:1-80

1. Which of the four Gospels are caled the “ Synoptic” Gospels? Why? Which Gospel is not
“synoptic”? Why? What does “synoptic” mean (consult adictionary if necessary)?

2. The geneology of Jesus, as listed by Matthew (1:1-17), announces Him as the Son of

. Luke's geneology (3:23-38) pursues His lineage as the Son of

and the Son of . Matthew obvioudy was writing to Jews/Gentiles
(circleone). Luke wrote to Jews/Gentiles (circle one).

3. Matthew’slist of Jesus ancestors goes through his father . LuketracesHis
parentage through a“father” named . How do you explain this differ-
ence (look at Luke 3:23 for akey word--what isit? )?

4. The geneology records of Matthew and Luke are different from to the
common entries of and . They are badicdly the same
from to

5. Matthew begins his Gogpe with Christ’s geneology. Luke first dedls with the births and
activities of two men, and , before giving hislist.

6. Matthew suggests a“memory crutch” for remembering his geneology:

generations from to ; the same number from
to ; the same number from
to
7. Mary was to Joseph when told of Jesus' coming birth. Joseph was
encouraged by God to make her his . Why should he do this?
8. Two fathers, and , Were ingtructed about the names
of their sons, and . Each was officialy given hisname

on the occasion of his

©)



9. Three names are attributed to the Son of God in these chapters. What are they, and what does

10.

11

12.

13.

14.

15.

each name mean?

Name Mesning
(1) (1)
(2 2)
) (3)

Who was Zacharias and what was he doing when told of his son’s birth?

What were to be the characteristics of John and what was he to do?

What was Mary told about the nature and work of her son-to-be?

Which child of promise was the older? By how much?

What work of John was prophesied by his father in addition to things previoudy reported by
Luke?

Two phases of John’s growth are mentioned by Luke. What are they? How doesthis
compare to the development of the young Jesus? (See Luke 2:52)

(10)



LESSON TWO-- THE EARLY YEARS (continued)

Jesus’ Birth-- Matthew 1:18-25; Luke2:1-7  Sojournin Egypt-- Matthew 2:13-23

Angels and Shepherds-- Luke 2:8-20 Childhood in Nazareth-- Matthew 2:23; Luke 2:39,40
Circumcision-- Luke2:21 Vidgtto Jerusalem--  Luke 2:41-50
Presentation in Temple-- Luke 2:22-39 Eighteen Y earsin Nazareth-- Luke 2:51,52

Wise Men Visit-- Matthew 2:1-12

Matthew 1:18-25 JESUS BIRTH
Luke 2:1-7

1. “Thosedays--" (1) Six monthsfollowing John’'s birth; (2) During the rule of
Augudus Caesar.
a. Augudus firg to assume role of emperor and to transfer power from the
people to a supreme ruler of the empire.
2. The*“whole [Roman] world” ordered to register at home locations.
a. Purpose not clear (taxes or census) but probably compulsory, considering
that Mary went despite her condition.
b. The couple traveled to Bethlehem and fulfilled Micah's prophecy made 750
years ealier (Micah 5:1-4).
3. Jesuswas born outsde “the inn” in a crude enclosure for animas and was laid
in amanger (feeding trough).
a. Thiswas Mary's*“firstborn’” son; she later had other children. (See Matthew
13:55; Mark 6:3.)

Luke2:820 ANGELSAND SHEPHERDS

o

Shepherds were living in the fields tending sheep; likely not in December.
2. Earth’s greatest announcement (before Pentecost--Acts 2:36) was made.
a “Good tidings’ [“gospd”] would bring joy to al people (See Acts 2:39.).
3. Jesuswasborn: (1) aSavior (Matthew 1:21); (2) the Chrigt [“Anointed”]--
kings, priestsand prophets were anointed in | sragl--Jesus would fill dl three
roles; (3) the“Messiah;” (4) theLord (Matthew 22:43-45).
4. Anidentifying 9gn (lying in amanger) would certify the child’ s identity.
a Additiond angesimpressed the significance of the announcement.
b. God'sglory and earth’s peace would be accomplished through Jesus.
c. Peaceto be enjoyed only by men “in whom Heiswedl pleased” [ASV].
5. The shepherds used their opportunity to see and tell about Jesusto others.

Luke2:21 CIRCUMCISION

1. Mde children under Law circumcised when eight days old (Leviticus 12:13).
a. Thisrite made them members of Isradlite nation.
2. A boy' s namewas officidly given at this ceremony-- He was cdled “ Jesus.”
(11)



Luke 2:22-39

Matthew 2:1-12

Matthew 2:13-23

a Thisname had been given before His birth (Matthew 1:21).
b. Three others aso named before birth: 1shmad, 1saac, John the Baptist.

PRESENTATION IN TEMPLE

1. New mothers required to be purified forty days after a son’s birth.
2. All new children dedicated by sacrifice of lamb and pigeon or dove.

a. Exception-- poor children dedicated by two pigeons or doves as burnt
and gn offerings (Leviticus 12:7,8).

3. Jesus sacrifices indicate the family’s poverty (See Mark 6:3.).

a Thewise men'sgift of gold not yet ddivered.

4. Simeon’s song and prophecy glorified Jesus.

a Hissong praised God for: (1) savation; (2) revelation to the Gentiles; (3)
glory to Israd!.

b. His prophecy told of: (1) the rise and fdl of many; (2) asign [crucifixion]
to be ressted by world (See 1Corinthians 1:23.); (3) Mary’sgrief at Jesus
death; (4) His gospd that would determine attitudes that save or condemn
(See Acts 2:42; 7:54.).

5. Anna added to the witness of Jesus sgnificance.

a. She spoke of Jesus as the Redeemer of Isradl.

WISE MEN VISIT

1. Jesusborn during reign of Herod, an extremely crud and wicked man.
a. Dionysus, amonk, devised anew caendar in 532 A.D.
b. Heerred in hiscaculations by at least four years.
c. Jesusactualy born 4-6 B.C.
2. Wisemen (“Magi”) came to Jerusdlem to worship a*“King of the Jews.”
a. Brought three kinds of gifts; this accounts for “three” wise men.
3. Had seena“sa” not of usud size; had followed it to find Jesus.
4. Herod disturbed a possbility of ariva king, resolved to destroy Jesus.
a Determined Bethlehem as birthplace from Micah' s prophecy (Micah 5:2).
b. Determined approximate time of birth from wise men.
c. Sought exact identity of Jesus through deceit--"worship Him dso.”
5. God intervened with awarning; wise men changed thair plans.

SOJOURN IN EGYPT

1. Herod'swrath a serious threet to the life of Jesus.
a. Resorted to the most extreme measure possible--kill all candidates!
b. Allowed leaway of time to insure success of his scheme.
c. Obliviousto the great anguish inflicted on victims' families.
(12)



d. Jeremiah’s prophecy of captivity fulfilled (again) by Herod's crime.
e. Jesus lifein jeopardy but for His Father’ s foreknowledge and intervention.
2. Heavenly Father warned earthly father to flee Bethlehem for Egypt.
a. Egypt was a Roman province beyond Herod' s jurisdiction.
b. Hight to Egypt served three purposes. (1) protected Jesus; (2) showed
God' s concern for Jesus’' s vaue to His plan; (3) made Jesus' experience
an antitype of |sradl’ s early history in Egypt (See Hosea 11:1.).
3. Jesuswas “called out” of Egypt to return to promised “land of Isragl.”
a. Joseph likely intended to return to Bethehem
b. Archdaus much like hisfather Herod, posed danger to Jesus.
c. Whereto go? To an insignificant place--Nazareth (See John 1: 46.).
(1) Itwasther “own city.”
(2) Herod Antipas had a better reputation than Archelaus.
d. No specific prophecy about “Nazarene,” but many propheciestold of
the humbl e life of Jesus, appropriate to the humble city of Nazareth.

Matthew 2223  VISIT TO JERUSALEM
Luke 2:39,40

1. All adult maes required to keep three feasts, women went voluntarily.
2. The Passover cdebrated the ddiverance of Isradl from Egypt.

a Passover supper was highlight, but the entire feast lasted seven days.
3. Twelve was age of mgjority for boys to become responsible to God.

a Jews gtill observe each boy’s “barmitzvah” (“son of the Law™).
4. Jesus stayed in Jerusalem as a young man newly-responsible to God.

a. Ligtened to religious teachers and asked questions of them.

b. Displayed amazing understanding of the Law and its applications.
5. Hisfocus had changed from father’ s business to Father’ s business!

a. He“mud” tend to what was more important.

b. Hisintent was not understood--others could not “hear” the capital letter.

Luke25152  EIGHTEEN YEARSIN NAZARETH

1. Firg twelveyears covered in one verse (Luke 2:40).
2. Next eighteen years addressed in two verses (Luke 2:51,52).
a. Jesus subject to His parents as a duty under Law (See Exodus 20:12.).
b. Submission to God il requires obedience to parents (Ephesians 6:1- 3).
3. Jesusincreased (“advanced”) during these elghteen years.
a He“grew” without any particular effort as a child, as children do.
b. He*“increased” (“to hack forward”) with greeat effort as ayoung man.
c. He prepared Himsdlf for future service to His Father.
4. Wisdom [understanding of rdigion]; stature [control of body and passiong|favor
[cdlose rdationship] with God and man--both essentia (Luke 19:10).
(13)



QUESTIONS ON THE SYNOPTIC GOSPEL S-- CHAPTER TWO

Read: Matthew 2:1-23

Luke 2:1-52
1. The mother of Jesus was to be . Jesus “father” wasto be the
. Thisfulfilled the O.T. prophecy of that a
would bear a child who would be “ with "

2. How does Matthew ded with the modern religious doctrine of Mary' s “ perpetud virginity’?

3. How does Luke ded with the “December 25th birthday” of Jesus?

4. What city wasthe “city of David”? What “sgn” would the shepherds discover there?

5. What effect did their experience have on the shepherds? What did they do as the result of
that experience?

6. What effect did the circumstances of Jesus birth have on Mary?
7. Compare Luke 2:21-24 with Leviticus 12:2-8. Answer the following questions:
a How old was Jesus when He was circumcised according to the Law?
b. How old was He when He was presented in the temple?
¢. What can we know about the financid status of Joseph and Mary a thistime?
8. Jesus was gpproximatey how old when the wise men came to vist Him? How do we know?

What two terms are used by Luke to indicate the difference in the age of Jesus when firgt
vigted by the shepherds and later by the wise men?

9. Towhat country did Joseph flee with Mary and Jesus? Why? What O.T. prophecy was
fulfilled when they returned to Pdegting?

(14)



10.

11

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Jesus, by prophecy, wasto be called a“Nazarene” Why? By what smilarly-sounding name
was John known? Why? (See Luke 1:15 and Numbers 6:2,3.)

In what way does Luke describe the physical and spiritud development of Jesus while He
lived in Nazareth? What had Luke said earlier about the development of John?

At what age did Jesus firgt begin to comply with the Law’ s requirement thet dl males come
to the observance of Passover in Jerusdlem? With what term does Luke now describe His
physica development?

Following a separation between Jesus and His parents, where did they discover Him and
what was He doing that was so surprising to them? Why wasit surprisng?

What question was asked of the the young Jesus that might have been expected from His
parents under the circumstances? What reply did they receive from Him that was not what
they would expect?

What differences do you see in these terms used by both Jesus and Mary:

a. “Sought” and “sought” ----

b. “Your father” and “My Father” ---

What was the difference in Mary’sideaof Jesus “business’ at this stage of Hislifeand His

own idea of what that “business’ was?

Even though Jesus had now become a“man” under the Law, He was obliged to continue
what practice in compliance with the Law? (See Deuteronomy 5:16.)

(15



LESSON THREE-- EARLY EVENTS

Ministry of John-- Matthew 3:1-12; Mark 1:1-8; Luke 3:1-2
Baptism of Jesus- Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-23
Temptations- Matthew 4:1-11; Mark 1:12,13; Luke 4:1-13
Departure from Judea-- Matthew 4:12; Mark 1:14

Matthew 3:1-12 MINISTRY OF JOHN
Mark 1:1-8
Luke 3:1-2 1. “Inthose days’ was about twenty-nine years after close of Matthew chapter 2.
2. Lukeis very specific about time (29 A.D.)--cites seven men for time reference.
a. Two sons of Herod the Great-- Herod Antipas and Philip.
b. Two high priests serving--one by Law (Annas), one by Romans (Caaphas).
3. John recaived his message in the wilderness.
a Denounced sns because of his commisson, not only from his convictions.
4. John’'sresponse: (1) preached repentance; (2) baptized for remisson of gins.
a Required confession of snsto show awareness of need for change.
b. Repentance demanded “fruits’ to manifest achanged heart.
¢. Remisson waslimited until Christ’s degth. (See Matthew 26:28.)
d. This obedience added to O.T. obedience under Law. (See Hebrews 10:4)
5. John’swork had been prophesied by Isaiah (Isaiah 40:1-3).
a. Luke addstwo verses to Matthew’ s quotation.
6. Message of repentance not new to Israel; many prophets had caled for it.
a. Baptism was anew practice; not the same as O.T. “washings.”
7. Promise of Kingdom attached to John’s command-- it was “at hand.”
a. Jews had expected the Kingdom for many years. (See Danid 2:44.)
b. They werenot at dl ready for it; its nature was unlike their nature.
c. God'ssavation could not be*seen” until things made “ sraight, smooth.”
8. John's appearance enhanced his message.
a. It was as abnormal as his message.
b. Many were curious, many were shocked (Matthew 11:7,8).
9. John's message attracted large numbers of snners.
a Various motivations likely-- fear, opportunity to profit, etc.
b. John was empowered to detect their false motives-- “brood of vipers.”
10. Some denied their need to comply, cited their kinship to Abraham.
a. They were not indispensable to God' s plan; He could use stones instead.
b. God was even then sorting out good and bad “trees’ for the Kingdom.
11. Three groups asked about displaying the “fruits of repentance:”
a. Thegeneral population (“peopl€’);
(1) Toldto gve rather than take from others;
b. Thetax collectors who often abused their office;
(1) Charged with being honest in collections, fair to the public;
c. The soldierswho had great power over the people;
(16)




(1) Don'tintimidate or abuse their subjects;
(2) Don't augment wages with goods confiscated from helpless people.

12. John's strangeness raised questions about his identity.

13.

14.

a The Messaiah was expected to be different from the usud (Isaiah 53:2).

b. The Christ would be far superior to John. (See Matthew 11:11.)

Christ’ swork was much more extensive than John's,

a John separated the good and bad temporarily by his baptism.

b. Jesus would separate permanently by his [two] baptisms.

c. The Holy Soirit baptism would separate by the preaching of the gospdl, as
seenin Acts 2 for the Jews and Acts 10 for the Gentiles.

d. Eternd fire will ultimatdy punish the unrepertant. (See Revelation 21:7,8.)
(1) Twoillugtrations. winnowing fan for grain, burning the chaff.

Luke anticipated John's punishment for his plain preaching.

a. John adways preached and exhorted men to godliness.

b. He rebuked Herod Antipas for adultery and other Sins.

c¢. John was imprisoned several months after he had baptized Jesus.

Matthew 3:13-17 BAPTISM OF JESUS

Mark 1:9-11

Luke321-23 1. Jesuscame not as an observer but to be baptized by John.

2.

4.

5.

6.

a Likey waked more than sixty-five miles to the place where John baptized.
John opposed Jesus' baptism because He didn't fit the requirements.

a. John may or may not have recognized Jesus from past contacts.

b. God gave avalidating Sgn to certify Hisidentity. (See John 1:33.)

¢. John had aready proclaimed Jesus superiority to himsdf.

. Jesus baptism would “fulfill al righteousness.”

a Boath parties shared in this fulfillment-- “It isfitting for us...”

b. It wasright to follow God's plan.

c. Jesus could not be baptized because of repentance for remisson of sins, but
He could be baptized to do God' s will.

d. Thisact of obedience demongrated Hiswillingness for complete sub-
mission; His crucifixion became the ultimate expresson of this attitude.

Baptism accompanied by Jesus prayer [Luke], as was every sgnificant event:

a Choosing of the twelve apostles (Luke 6:12);

b. Feeding of the five thousand (Mark 6:41);

c. Foretdling the building of the church (Luke 9:18);

d. In Gethsemane before His betrayad (Matthew 26:36-46);

e. On the cross- “Father, forgive them!” (Luke 23:34).

God acknowledged Jesus commitment to serve both Him and mankind.

a Hewas“wdl pleased” with Jesus commitment.

b. This commitment had no limitations. (See Mark 14:36.)

A sign of God's approva was givent- the Holy Spirit in dove sform

(17)



a The dove was asymbol of sacrifice and peace to the Jews.

b. The Spirit's gppearance as a dove sgnified Jesus' role as the Great
Sacrifice by whom peace between God and man would come.

¢. John had been told to expect such asign (John 1:33).

Matthew 4:1-11 TEMPTATIONS

Mark 1:12,13
Luke4:1-13

N

10.

These temptations were last preparations before beginning work (Luke 3:23).
Jesuswas “led” (driven) by the Spirit to be tempted by the devil.
Was “filled with the Spirit” after baptism; this was perhaps the best time for
His complete trust in the Father to be tested.
The three temptations presented rose out of man’s basic needs and whether
God iswilling and able to provide those needs to man:
a. The need for food to survive physicd hunger [“stones into bread’];

(1) Jesus asserted that God will provide food in His way;
b. The need for protection from harm [“throw yourself down™];

(1) Jesus asserted that God will preserve His people without being tested

about Hislevel of concern;

c. The need for ardationship with God [“fall down and worship me’];

(1) Jesus asserted that dl other relationships are flegting and unrdiable.

. The Lord employed Scripture to refute the devil’ s proposals.

a The Bible gives an answer to every problem. (See 2Timathy 3:16,17.)

. Jesus temptations were smilar to those faced by Eve (Genesis 3):

a Lug of theflesh-- “good for food” -- “stones into bread;”
b. Lust of the eyes- “ pleasant to ook upon”-- “showed al kingdoms, glory;”
c. Prideof life-- “make you wisg’-- “give angel s charge concerning you.”

. These temptations are dso smilar to those we dl face (1John 2:16):

a Theludt of theflesh

b. Thelus of the eyes;

c. Thepridedf life.

We must arm ourselves with Scripture for any successful defense against those
temptations we encounter daily. (See 1Corinthians 10:13.)

The devil wastemporarily defeated in his devices.

a He departed until an “opportune time.”

b.Angds ministered to Jesus, proving the vaidity of His choices.

Having prepared Himsdlf and having confirmed His complete trust in His
Father, Jesusis now ready to begin His public work of redemption. ThisHe

will commence &fter ayear passes (Matthew 4:17; Mark 1:14 [John's

imprisonment]; Luke 4:14).
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QUESTIONSON THE SYNOPTIC GOSPEL S LESSON THREE

Read: Matthew 3:1-17; 4:1-12
Mark 1:1-13
Luke 3:1-23; 4:1-13
[John 1:19-4:54]

1. Which of the Gospels are non-specific asto the time when John began his ministry, and which
oneisvery specific?

2. John began work when was governor of ;
was tetrarch of ; and were also
tetrarchs; and were high priests.

3. All three writersidentify John’'s workplace as the , just as the prophet

had foretold.

4, and also describe John' s clothing and food as
appropriate to the

5. John's primary work was and , thus making ready
the of the

6. In what three respects was John’ s baptism similar to the baptism practiced by the apostles?
(See also, Acts 2:38; John 3:23; and Romans 6:4.)

7. Many of the Jews and their leaders needed to and show better livesthat
were worthy of . Trust in being descendants of
would not save them from God's

8. What reforms were needed in the behavior of these groups of people:

a. The multitudes:

b. The publicans:

c. Thesoldiers:

(19)



9. To didinguish himsalf from , John noted the differencein their baptisms.
He would baptize with (only), but would baptize
with the and with

10. Which writer cites John’s objection to baptizing Jesus? Why was it gppropriate for him to
do as Jesus requested? What did Jesus response mean?

11. Which writers stated that the Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus at His baptism? Which
described the “bodily fornT” in which the Spirit gppeared?

12. states that God spoke of Jesus as His Son at Jesus baptism,
and say that God spoke to Jesus about that fact.

13. Who put John in prison because of his preaching about sn? What particular an(s) of that
person did John condemn? (See Matthew 14:3,4.)

14. Which writer gives no description of Jesus temptations in the wilderness? He does, how-
ever, agree with that Jesus was served by afterward.

15. How do we know that Christ’ s temptations were not the result of a chance encounter with
the devil? Which writer makes that most obvious?

16. Give the three temptations posed by Satan and the response Jesus gave to each one:

Temptation Response
a a
b. b.
c c

17. Comparethe order in which Matthew and Luke record the temptations:

Matthew Luke
a a
b. b.
C. C.

18. How does Luke make Jesus contact with the devil more “open-ended” than Matthew?
(20)



LESSON FOUR-- THE GALILEAN MINISTRY (1)

Beginning Work-- Matthew 4:12,17; Mark 1:14,15; Luke 4:14,15
Rejection at Nazareth-- Luke 4:16-30

Removal to Capernaum-- Matthew 4:13-16; Luke 4:31

Call of Four Disciples- Matthew 4:18-22; Mark 1:16-20; Luke 5:1-11
Miraclesin Capernaum- Matthew 8:14-17; Mark 1:21-34; Luke 4:31-41
First Preaching Tour-- Matthew 8:2-4; Mark 1:35-45; Luke 4:42-44; 5:12-16
Healing a Paralytic-- Matthew 9:2-8; Mark 2:1-12; Luke 5:17-26

Call of Matthew-- Matthew 9:9-13; Mark 2:13-17; Luke5:27-32

Question About Fasting-- Matthew 9:14-17; Mark 2:18-22; Luke 5:33-39
Plucking Grain-- Matthew 12:1-8; Mark 2:23-28; Luke 6:1-5

Healing a Withered Hand-- Matthew 12:9-14; Mark 3:1-6; Luke 6:6-11
Widespread Fame-- Matthew 4:23-25; Mark 3:7-12; Luke 6:17-19
Choosing of Twelve-- Matthew 10:1-4; Mark 3:13-19; Luke 6:12-16

Matthew 412,17 BEGINNING WORK

Mark 1:14,15
Luke4:14,15

Luke4:16-30

Matthew 4:13-16

Luke4:31

1. About ayear transpired between verses 11 and 12 of Matthew’ s account.

a. Eventsof John chapters 1-4:43 likely occurred before work begun by Jesus.

b. John had not yet been put in prison a that time (John 3:24).

c. Jesus encountered awoman at awell on Hisway to Gdilee (John 4:3-42).

He went to Nazareth, then to Capernaum, which He made His “home base.”

3. His message was the same as John’ s-- “repent and believe the gospd of the
at-hand Kingdom.”

4. He taught in the synagogues and was glorified by dl.

N

REJECTION AT NAZARETH

The exception to His glorification wasin His hometown of Nazareth

He applied Isaiah’s Messianic prophecy to Himsdf (Isaiah 61:1,2).

People chdlenged His application because of his familarity to them.

He had hedled a nobleman’s son at Capernaum (John 4:46-54).

Two examples are given to show that the Kingdom's blessngs will cometo
people with faith, not to people with physical credentials.

6. His miraculous powers enabled Him to evade the wrath of offended people.

abkbowpdeE

REMOVAL TO CAPERNAUM

1. Thismovefulfilled ancther of 1saiah’s prophecies (Isaiah 9:1,2).
2. Many foreigners populated this region from the days of the captivity.
a “Gdlilee of the Gentiles” congdered to be logt in * darkness and desth.”
b. This region was now given a grest opportunity to sharein the light and
truth of the Kingdom.
(21)



Matthew 4:18-22 CALL OF FOUR DISCIPLES
Mark 1:16-20

Luke5:1-11 1. Jesus had had earlier contact with Peter and Andrew (John 1:35-42).
a Philip and Nathanid (Bartholomew) had also been contacted.
2. It wastime for Hiswork to begin, and Jesus needed co-workers.
a They would dl become “fishers of men.”
3. Thefour disciples were deeply impressed by a great catch of fish.

Matthew 8:14-17 MIRACLESIN CAPERNAUM
Mark 1:21-34

Luke4:31-41 1. Jesus cast out ademon from a man in the synagogue.
a. The demon proclaimed Him to be the “Holy One of God.”
b. Jesus disdlowed any aliances with the kingdom of Saten.
c. People raised important issues about His authority and power.
2. The heding of Smon’'s mother-in-law’s “high fever.”
a The heding was immediate and compl ete--she arose and served them.
3. Widespread publicity brought many prospects for healing to Chrigt.
a. He heded “every one of them.”
b. Demons were cons stently forbidden to testify of His divinity.

Matthew 8:2-4 FIRST PREACHING TOUR

Mark 1:35-45
Luke 4:42-44; 1. After prayer, He stated a need to preach throughout Gdilee.
5:12-16 a Hehad “come’ for this very purpose.

2. A leper asked for heding, “if you are willing.”
a Hewasingtructed to obey the Law’ steaching. (See Leviticus 14:1-31.)
b. Jesus aways respected the precepts of the Law of Moses. (See Gaatias
4:4; Matthew 5:17.)
3. This procedure would evidence His compliance with the Law.

Matthew 9:2-8 HEALING A PARALYTIC
Mark 2:1-12

Luke5:17-26 1. Many religious leaders came to Him in Capernaum.

2. The house where He taught overflowed with people.

3. A pardytic was let down through the roof by hisfriends.

4. Jesusfirgt gave forgiveness of sinsrather than physca heding.
a Perhapsto raise the issue of His source of power.

5. Jewish |leaders were offended by His pronouncement of forgiveness.
a “Only God can forgivesnd”

6. Chrig’s power and nature were inseparable!

7. Theseleaders and otherstrusted sight above faith.

8. Multitudes were amazed at His power to hedl.

(22)



Matthew 9:9-13
Mark 2:13-17

Luke 5:27-32

Matthew 9:14-17
Mark 2:18-22
Luke 5:33-39

Matthew 12:1-8
Mark 2:23-28
Luke 6:1-5

Matthew 12:9-14
Mark 3:1-6
Luke 6:6-11

CALL OF MATTHEW

1. Matthew (Levi) was cdled from histax office to follow the Chrigt.

2.
3.
4.

5.

He gave a great feast for others who “followed Him.”

The disciples were chalenged about associating with such “sinners.”
Sinners were the objects of Jesus mission; contacts were necessary.
His god: mercy to the humble, not sacrifice from the self-righteous.

QUESTION ABOUT FASTING

1

2.

Matthew’ s feast was on afasting day for some Jews.

a The Pharisees had aregimented schedule for fagting.

b. John the Baptist had taught his disciplesto fast.

c. Thisnaturdly raised questions about observable differences.

Three answers were offered to explain different emphases:

a Thebridegroom was gtill present with hisfriends--no faging.

b. A doth patch must match the garment--fagting not match the situation
¢. Wine must match the wineskins--fasting not appropriate to conditions.

3. Fagting signified sorrow, but the disciples had greet joy with Chrigt.

a Sorrow would come soon enough (John 16:19,20).

PLUCKING GRAIN

1.
2.

No oA

Jesus and the Pharisees often clashed about sabbath “laws.”

Jews were forbidden by the Law to “work” on sabbath (Exodus 20:10).
a It wasfor man’sgood to rest on that day (Exodus 31;15).

Jewish officids had perverted the meaning of “work” and “rest.”

a. The sabbath had become a burden rather than a blessing.

A lesson the Pharisees needed: “ The sabbath was made for man.”
JesusisLord of the sabbath; He can decide what is appropriate.

David was not criticized for “bresking” the sabbath; a“necessary” act.
This confrontation offered another focus on Jesus’ divinity.

HEALING AWITHERED HAND

This was another sabbath confrontation.

1
2. The Pharisees sought any occasion to condemn Jesus behavior.
3. Jesustook theinitiative and asked concerning doing good or evil.
4.
5
6
7

The Jews dlowed sabbath exceptions even for animd rescue.

. Surely, none woud deny the same privilege for aman!
. Chrigt hedled the man, knowing He “had them in abind.”
. The leaders now determined to destroy Jesus by other means.

a Direct chdlenges had dwaysfailed.
(23)



Matthew 4:23-25
Mark 3:7-12
Luke 6:17-19

Matthew 10:1-4
Mark 3:13-19
Luke 6:12-16

WIDESPREAD FAME

1. Matthew, Mark, and Luke al summarize Jesus’ successin His minidiry.
a Great multitudes from wide areas sought Him out.
2. He hedled and cast out spirits.
a He continued to forbid dliances with evil (spirits).

CHOOSING OF TWELVE

1. The apostles were chosen after Jesus had prayed al night.
2. Thetwelve were given specid power by which to corfirm their work.
3. SeetheChart on “ The Apostles of Christ.”

(24)



Matthew 10:2-4

Simon (Peter)

Andrew (his brother)
James (son of Zebedee)
John (his brother)

Philip

Bartholomew

Thomas

Matthew

James (son of Alphaeus)
L ebbaeus

Simon (the Canaanite)
Judas (who betrayed)

©CooOoNOUOA~WDNPE

e
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THE APOSTLES OF CHRIST

Mark 3:16-19

Simon (Peter)

James (son of Zebedee)
John (his brother)
Andrew

Philip

Bartholomew

Matthew

Thomeas

James (son of Alpheeus)
Thaddaeus

Simon (the Caananite)
Judas (who betrayed)

Some interesting facts about these ligts:

Luke 6:14-16

Simon (Peter)
Andrew (his brother)
James

John

Philip

Bartholomew
Matthew

Thomeas

James (son of Alphaeus)
Simon (the Zedlot)
Judas (son of James)
Judas (who betrayed)

Theligs are very smilar in the order in which the names are recorded.
Peter isdways listed first; Judas Iscariot is aways listed last in the order.
Smonislabded asaman “cadled’ Peter (Jesus caled him by that name).
Judas is dways branded as a “traitor.”

All but Labbaeus are given the same name in each lig.
L abbaeus had three names-- he was aso “ Thaddaeus’ and “ Judas (son of James).”
Mark cited the “nicknames’ of James and John: “sons of thunder.”

Only Matthew identifies himsdf as a*“tax collector.”
Each lig differentiates between “James’ and “James, son of Alphaeus.”

Simon (not Peter) is called a* Caananite’” and a“Zedot,” both meaning the same thing.
. Only Judas I scariot was from Judea; the others were from Gdlilee (Acts 2:7).

They were from diverse backgrounds. 4 fishermen; 1 tax collector; 1 from afringe

political party; 11 Gdileans; 1 Judean; 2 had nicknames; 1 was atraitor.

=
w

Six gpostles shared names with another:
Smon Peter-- Smonthe Zed ot

Judas, son of James-- Judas | scariot
James, son of Alphaeus-- James, son of Zebedee

14. Andrew and John are both designated as * brother” to another gpostle.
15. Three were from the same city (Bethsaida), which Jesus condemned for its unbelief.
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QUESTIONS ON THE SYNOPTIC GOSPEL S-- LESSON FOUR

Read: Matthew 4:12-17
Mark 1:16-45; 2:1-28; 3:1-19
Luke 4:16-30

1. Jesus first preaching urged people to , for the of
was at hand.

2. Inthe synagogue at Nazareth, Jesus read a passage about Himsdlf from the prophet
. He then announced that the prophecy was being

on that very day.
3. Jesus expected the people of Nazareth to say, “ heal
because no was accepted in hisown

4. Thefirgt four disciplesto follow Jesus were , ,
,and . These men would henceforth become
of men.

5. At Capernaum, Jesus performed severd miracles. What were they?

a , cdling attention to His authority;

b. , proving His miracles to be instantaneous and
complete;

C. , an example of “group” hedling.

6. A leper had faith that Jesus could hedl him on one condition. What wasit? What did Jesus
tel the man to do following his heding?

7. How did four men who brought a sick man to the Christ show how much faith they had in
Him? How much fath did the sck man have?

8. The scribes denied that Jesus could forgive , because only could
do that.

9. Jesus power to forgive sins could not be observed visudly, but what power of Christ could be
seen?
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Where had Jesus found Matthew when He called him? Why? What did Matthew do to
introduce Jesus to his fellow workers?

When Jesus was criticized for eating with “sinners” He pointed out that the

have no need of a , but they that are

The disciples of and of the practiced fasting, but
those of didn’t. When did Jesus say that His disciples would begin to
fast?

The Lord used two illustrations to impress that His teaching and practice would be atogether
different from anything people had experienced before. What were they?
a

b.

When accused of violating the sabbath, Jesus cited two examples that prove that “the
was made for , and not for the

After Jesus healed aman with a hand, the and the
consulted together how they might destroy Him.

For what two tasks were the twelve apostles chosen?
a

b.
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LESSON FIVE-- THE GALILEAN MINISTRY (2)

Sermon on the Mount-- Matthew 5:1-6:21; Luke 6:20-36

The “Sermon on the Mount” is Jesus  initid teaching by which the uniqueness of the Kingdom may be
recognized and upon which the digtinctiveness of life in that Kingdom would be based.
The sermon dedls with four responghilitiesto be satisfied by citizens of the Kingdom

(1) Responghility for their personal character;

(2) Responghility to their fellowmen;

(3) Responghility to therr God,;

(4) Responghility to the truth.

I. RESPONSIBILITY FOR PERSONAL CHARACTER

Matthew 5:1-2 THE SERMON
Luke 6:20

Great multitudes followed Jesus (Matthew 4:24,25).

He sought privacy with His disciples on amountain.

He would teach the disciples; they would teach the multitudes.

Jesus ddlivered a“manifesto” of His Kingdom.

a. A “manifesto” isa” public declaration, usualy of a sovereign or person
cdaming large powers showing intentions and matives’ (Webster).

5. Itisa“declaration of independence’ from earthly kingdoms and standards.

a. People were surprised at differences between His and other kingdoms,
especidly the Roman government of their time.

b. Jesus said nothing about military conquest or of Himself as aleader.

Eal A

Matthew 5:3-12 THE BEATITUDES
Luke 6:20-26

1. Thebasisfor successin His Kingdom was to be excellence of character.
a Therewas agreat contrast between His “soldiers’ and Roman soldiers.
b. The*"besatitudes’ (verses 3-10) describe greatnessin the Kingdom.

c. Unlike the slandards of any other kingdom: “poor,” “mourn,” “meek,”
“hunger and thirgt,” “merciful,” “pure,” “peacemakers,” “persecuted.”

2. These “recruits’ were not promised pay, power, or position; insteed, they
would smply be “blessed.”

3. Ther blessng was inner peace and joy; the fulfillment of man’s deepest
needs and desires; an incentive that far surpassed any materia rewards.

4. “Poor” not often associated with “hgppiness,” but the “poor in spirit” have
the Kingdom within them (Luke 17:20,21); their digposition finds happi-
ness everywhere.
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5. Thosethat “mourn” have spirits willing to be governed by God; they see
ther failings and unworthiness; they look to God, not to sdf, for help.
6. The“meek " are submissveto God' swill indl things
a Moseswas“meek” above dl others of histime (Numbers 12:3[KWV]).
b. Jesuswas “meek and lowly in heart” (Matthew 11:29; Hebrews 10:9).
c. Themeek will enjoy the best of earth: peace, contentment, brotherhood.
7. “Hunger and thirst” must be for righteousness, not for worldly gods (See
Titus 2:12.)
a Wanting things to be better (spiritudly) than they are. (2Corinthians 13:9).
b. Being dissatidfied with whatever might inhibit spiritua perfection.
c. Trusting God'sword as the vehicle to perfection (2Timothy 3:16,17).
8. “Merciful” saintsare imitators of God. (See Ephesans 4:32.)
a Weare at best only sinners forgiven by God's grace and mercy.
9. The“purein heart” see God in everything; they “see’ as God “ sees.”
a They put the best construction on al matters. (See 1Corinthians 3:5,6.)
b. Pure hearts will enjoy God's presence now and in eternity. (Proverbs 4:23).
10. “ Peacemakers’ share in God' s god of peace for al men.
a. Jesus came asthe Great Peacemaker (Luke 2:14).
b. Peace with God brings peace among men. (See ZTimothy 2:22.)
11. “Persecuted” saintsloseworldly goods but gain heavenly wedth (See
Philippians 3:7-11.)
a Blessings of the Kingdom outweigh any sacrifice. (See Romans 8:28.)
12. Not everyone will admire the character produced by these besatitudes.
a Fathfulnessis sometimes codtly for the faithful. (See 2Timothy 3:12.)

[I. RESPONSIBILITY TO FELLOWMEN

Matthew 5:13-16  SALT AND LIGHT

1. Chrigianswill be SALT to the world.
a Sdt enhances taste-- the disciples would enhance the world' s verities,
b. Salt preservesfrom corruption; imagine the world without the influence
of Jesus. (See ZTimothy 3:13.)
c. We must guard our influence as our most potent weapon againg evil.
d. Strive to be known as people who participate only in good things.
2. Chrigians are dso the LIGHT of the world.
a Light letsusfind our way and avoid pitfals.
b. Theworld can seein usthe vaues, the posshilities, and the rewards of a
godly life.
. Our “light” shines from within our transformed inner selves.
d. We display the potentid of God' swill “on earth asit isin heaven.”
e. Theindividual saint isalamp on alampstand among his associates.
(29)



f. The church (collectively) isadty of many lights set on ahill.
g. Both must remain pure and bright to manifest Christ in us to the world

around us (Colossans 1:27).

Matthew 5:17-20 FULFILLING THE LAW

1. The Kingdom is promoted by Christ’s law being put into action.

a. The god wasfulfillment, not destruction, of the Law and the prophets.
b. The Law’s purpose was to teach men how to live before God.

c. The prophets sought to chalenge men to live by the Law.

d. Jesusingsts on our both learning and doing His eterrd law.

(1) Man'sstanding with God depends on this.

2. Jewish leaders often did not “ practice what they preached.”

a Even entrance into the Kingdom is denied the disobedient.

Matthew 5:21-48 A HIGHER STANDARD

Luke 6:27-36

1. The Pharisees were interested in what men did within the Law-- their

actions (Matthew 23:23).

2. Jesus dso wasinterested in what men thought-- their attitudes.

3.

Sx examples of the higher standard required in the Kingdom:
a. Anger-- The Law forbade murder (Exodus 20:13); Christ forbids

hatred. (See 1John 3:15.) Bad persona relationships affect the qudity
of our serviceto God.

. Impurity-- The Law forbade adultery (Exodus 20:14); Christ condemns

lust. (See 1John 2:16.) Every source of lust must be controlled.

. Marriage-breaking was alowed under the Law “for cause’ (Deuteron-

omy 24:1-4); Chrigt rgectsal “causes’ except one. Remarriage involves
mord impurity.

. Swearing-- The Law stressed honoring vows made (Deuteronomy

23:21); Chrigt indsts on a heartfelt commitment to truth that will pre-
vent any possihility of lying.

. Injustice-- Retribution was alowed under the Law (Exodus 21:24);

|ove removes from our hearts any desire for revenge.

. Favoritism- Theill-treatment of fellow Jewswas forbidden by the Law

(Leviticus 19:18); the example of the Pharisees demondtrated their hatred
of enemies (Matthew 23:34); Chrigt requires of uslove and good treat-
ment for dl men.

4. The higher standard will lead usto the perfection of God!

(30)



II. RESPONSIBILITY TO GOD

Matthew 6:1-21 SERVICE FROM THE HEART

1. Thedisciple' s sarviceto God mug come from his heart.
2. Therdigion of fase leaders was based on unworthy motives.
3. Theimportance of “raigng the bar” was again emphasized to the disciples.
4. Fiveexamplesof Christ’shigher sandards:
a. Charitable deeds-- Christ’sfocusis on the receiver, not on the giver,
asit was with the Pharisees.
b. Prayer-- Christ’sfocuswas on our personal need, not on a personal
desire to appear to others as pious.
c. Forgiveness- Christ demandsadisplay of genuine lovefor dl men, not
just in select cases.
d. Fading- Christ honorsfasting that springs from asmitten heart, not
from amere sense of duty.
e. Vdues- Chrigt exats spiritual pursuitsover material things.
5. What we “treasure’ (good or bad in dl five behaviors above) will impact
our personal relationship with God.
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QUESTIONSON THE SYNOPTIC GOSPEL S-- LESSON FIVE

Read: Matthew 5:1- 6:18
Luke 6:20-36

1. Which of the writers identifies the location where Jesus sermon was ddivered to His dis-
ciples? Thiswriter aso describes His physica position-- what was it?
2. Which besatitude does Matthew mention firs? Luke? Which one do both mention second?

3. Which bestitudes given by Matthew does Luke not give at al, even in differing words?

4. Luke ligtsfour “woes’ not mentioned by Matthew. What are they?

a
b.
C.
d.
5. Jesus called His disciplesthe * of the " and the of
the . Both comparisons stress our on other people.
6. We should let other men see our inaway that will
our in

7. What did Jesus come to do and not to do with the “Law or the Prophets’? What does that
mean?

8. Who will betheleast in God's Kingdom? Who will be greatest?

9. What requirement does Jesus set for “entering into” the Kingdom of heaven?

10. InHiscommentary on “Thou shdt not kill,” Jesus pointed out the danger of just being angry
with another:
Degree of Anger Resulting Danger




11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

What must one do before he can worship acceptably if heis dienated from a brother?

Sin beginsin the heart (Matthew 15:18,19). What two connected behaviors does Jesus use

to illugtrate thisimportant fact?

How does Jesus employ the eye and the hand to emphasize the necessity of avoiding the

practice of Sn?
a Theeye:

b. The hand:

Why did the Lord forbid swearing:

a. By heaven

b. By the earth:

c. By Jerusalem:

d. By the head:

DY Y )

What significant difference is there between the ways in which Matthew and Luke introduce
Jesus' discussion of love for one' s enemies?

How does God serve as an example of loving (doing good to) both friends and enemies?

What three activities might be done for men’s praise? What istheir outcome?

What does Jesus say about repetitions in our prayers?

The prayer Jesus taught His disciplesto pray cannot now be prayed in its entirety. Why not?

If we do not

the

of others, God will not

our
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LESSON SIX-- THE GALILEAN MINISTRY (3)

Sermon onthe Mount--  Matthew 6:19-7:29; Luke 12:22-31; 11:9-13; 6:37-49

Thisfamiliar sermon serves as the “foundation teaching” for citizensin Chrit’s new Kingdom. It
dedls fundamentaly with the responsbilities of those citizenstoward: (1) their own persond
character; (2) ther fellowmen; (3) their God; (4) God' s truth.

[1l. RESPONSIBILITY TO GOD (Continued)

Matthew 6:22-23 THE IMPORTANCE OF ATTITUDE

Matthew 6:24

1. All Kingdom activity depends on the heart’ s attitude. (See 1Corinthians 13:3.)
2. Thislesson was taught by afamiliar andogy-- the role of our eyes.

a Good eyesght provides“light” for every member’s activity.

b. Bad eyesight prevents the proper functioning of the entire bodly.
3. God aways looks on the heart to assess our service (1Samud 16:7).

a. Good heartswill assure that our service is acceptable service.

b. Bad hearts nullify the performance of good deeds. (See Matthew 6:1,2.)

A NECESSARY CHOICE

1. Commitment demands a definite choice of loyalty (Luke 11:23).
2. Many passages stress our need to make a proper commitment, e.g..

a We cannot love the world instead of God (1John 2:15);

b. Friendship with the world prevents friendship with God (James 4:4);

c. Ananias and Sapphiraillustrate the danger of abad choice (Acts 5:1-11).
3. Jesus declared the impossibility of remaining uncommitted.

a. We cannot pursue equaly both worldly and spiritud gods.

(1) Just astrying to enter the Kingdom without the new birth (John 3:5).

4. The same lesson had been previoudy taught in this Sermon (verses 6:19-21).

a Wemug satisfy our passon to “lay up” by hoarding spiritual treasure.

Matthew 6:25-3¢ GOD PROVIDES

Luke 12:22-31

1. Excessve concern (“worry”) betrays excessive devotion to the physical world.

2. God encourages reasonable attention to physica needs. (See Ephesans 4:28.)

3. Our worry level isinversdy related to our leve of trust in God's provisions.

4. God gives daily bread in tandem with our dally effort (Matthew 6:11).

5. God's purpose for usinvolves more than food and clothing (Philippians 1:21).
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6. Our Father providesfor dl heplessthings: birds, flowers, etc.
a Hewill surely provide for His children who are not helpless!
7. Jesus emphasi zes the difference between “seek” and “need.”
a “Sek” fird (in priority) the most important (Spiritud) things.
b. Trust God to “add” to our efforts the things that are “needed.”

V. RESPONSIBILITY TO TRUTH

Matthew 7:1-6 JUDGE RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT
Luke 6:37-42

1. Thereisadifference between judging (condemning without cause) and dis-
criminating between things good and bad (John 7:24; Psalm 119:172).

a Judgments must support truth, not gpinions. (See 2Corinthians 5:7.)
b. Righteous judgment must control both persona and doctrind issues.

2. The consequences of using harsh persond judgments:.
a Wewill bejudged harshly by other men. (See Ecclesiastes 11:1.);
b. We will be exposed as hypocritical. (See Romans 3:23.)

3. Righteous judgment seeks improvement in those who are judged.
a “Remove’ the speck instead of condenning one for having a speck.

4. Discrimination will protect “holy things’ from “dogs” and “swine.”

Matthew 7:7-12 PROVIDENTIAL CARE
Luke 11:9-13

1. Righteous treatment of othersis an awesome duty. (See Matthew 25:37-40.)
a. We cannot be wrong with men and right with God.

2. How can we be sure that our judgments are righteous?
a Not by our own resources. (See Jeremiah 10:23; Proverbs 3:5,6.)

3. “Ask,” “seek,” “knock” for God's guidance in making our judgments.
a Hewill provide for “good things’ in our decisons.

4. The"Golden Rule’ demandsthat all judgment be in accord with the “Law and
the prophets.”
a Providence will enable usto gpply thetruth to dl stuationsif wetry.

Matthew 7:13-14 THE NARROW WAY

1. Truth determineswhat is*narrow” and what is “broad.” (See John 17:17.)
2. Every behavior must be consstent with truth:

a Our persona treatment of other people;

b. Our persona obedience to the precepts that govern God's people.
3. Conformity to truth is never a popular route to follow.

a Itistoo “narrow” for the world but not for God who charted the route.
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Matthew 7:15-20 TRUE AND FALSE PROPHETS

Luke 6:43-48
1.
2.
3.

4.

Truth is a precious commodity. (See Proverbs 23:23; John 8:32.)

Teachers of “truth” must be tested (1John 4:1).

Any teacher’ s fruit determines his quaity asa“treg’ of knowledge:

a. Respect for every word of truth (Matthew 4:4);

b. Respect for every agppointmert of the truth (Ephesans 4:4-6);

c. Respect for every duty imposed by the truth (2Corinthians 5:7);

d. Respect for peace and unity among brethren (Ephesians 4:3; James 3:18).
Teacherswill be judged by their fruit (1Timothy 4:6,16; James 3:1).

Matthew 7:21-27 BUILDING ON A ROCK

Luke 6:46-49
1

a bk wn

IS

Only one criterion determines citizenship in Christ’s Kingdom

a. Doing aswell as saying.

Honest but misguided effort is inadequate to please God.

Jesus “knows’ (approves) only those who are lawkeepers.

Lawbreskers are destined for spiritua disaster.

“Lawlessness’ (behavior not based on law) is as serious as breaking the law.
(See Acts 15:24.)

Heavenly wisdom respectsthe truth in dl matters.

a Truthisthe foundation laid by inspired teachers (Ephesans 3:20).

b. Truth can withstand both investigation and opposition.

The foolishness of men rejects the truth in some matters.

a No spiritua house (life) can rely on an ungtable foundation of error.

b. “Great” isthe fal because of consequences to the builder. (See Luke 6:39.)

Matthew 7:28-29 TEACHING WITH AUTHORITY

1

2.

People were impressed with the uniqueness of Jesus' teaching.

a Pharisees and scribes appeded to tradition, not Law, when they taught.
Jesus taught with asngular authority:

a With amplicity and darity;

b. With consstercy;

¢. With unequivocd language;

d. With firmness

e. With amessage from heaven, not from earth.
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QUESTIONSON THE SYNOPTIC GOSPEL S-- LESSON SIX

Read: Matthew 6:19- 7:29
Luke 12:22-31; 11:9-13; 6:37-49

1. What are two drawbacksto “laying up treasure’ on earth? What is the relation between our
treasures and our hearts?

2. No man can serve . We must choose to serve either
or
3. Matthew records Jesus reference to food and clothing asa . Luke, how-

ever, reportsit asa

4. How is Luke more specific than Matthew about the creatures that are “fed” by God?

5. What flowers are said to be more glorious than aking's clothing? Which king?

6. How is Matthew more emphatic than Luke about “ seeking God' s kingdom”?

7. Undue worry about the future is useless, because each day has enough of its own
to concern us.

8. Fair treatment of othersisvital, because we will be with the same kind of
we render, and we will be treated as we others.
9. Before we venture to criticize another, we should get rid of the in our own
eye and then seek to correct the in the other’ seye.

10. Any person who ignores this procedure (above) is a

11. Every sincere disciple may be sure that when he , , and
, his effortswill be blessed with success.
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Jesus taught fair treetment just as had the and the . All
three declared that we must treat others as we wish to be

The “wide gat€’ leadsto and go throughiit;
the “narrow gate’ leadsto and find it.

Despite their “clothing,” how may we most easily recognize true and fa se teachers?

What was Jesus' |esson about “good trees’ and “bad trees’?

What role do hearts play in determining the nature of our “fruit’?

Compare the accounts of Matthew and Luke about what is required for entrance into the
kingdom. Which one (or both):

a. Emphasize(s) that one must cal upon and obey the Lord?

b. Speak(s) of casting out devils?
c. Cdled the obedient “wisg’ and the disobedient “foolish”’?

d. Told of abuilder who built on “sand”?
e. Told of abuilder who built on “earth’ ?

Matthew specifies three naturd dements responsible for thefal of a“house” What are they?

Luke mentionsonly one. Which one?

What immediate effect did Jesus teaching have on the multitudes?

What was there about Jesus teaching that caused this effect?
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LESSON SEVEN-- THE GALILEAN MINISTRY (4)

Centurion’s Servant-- Matthew 8:5-13; Luke 7:1-10

Widow’s Son at Nain-- Luke 7:11-17

John’s Last Message-- Matthew 11:2-30; Luke 7:18-35

Anoainting of Jesus-- Luke 7:36-50

Christ’s Companions-- Luke 8:1-3

An“Eternd” Sin-- Matthew 12:22-45; Mark 3:19-30; Luke 14:23
Christ’s“Kindred”-- Matthew 12:46-50; Mark 3:31-35; Luke 8:19-21

Matthew 8:5-13 CENTURION’S SERVANT

Luke7:1-10
1. Matthew and Luke give different details but no contradictions:
Matthew Luke
The centurion “came” to Jesus He"sent” eldersand friends to Jesus
Servant “paralyzed, dreadfully tormented” Servant “sick, ready to die”
Centurion: “I am not worthy” Servants: “Heisworthy”
Jesus promised healing No promise of healing expressed

2. Three opinions were expressed abouit this centurion:

a Hethought himsdf to be “unworthy;”
b. Hewas thought by his servants to be “worthy;”
¢. Jesus commended him as aman of “such greet faith.”

3. The centurion exhibited qudities not usua for soldiers:
a Heloved his servant and willingly demondtrated that love before others;
b. He deferred to alowly Jewish peasant to provide help for his servant;
c. He acknowledged Jesus authority to command the forces of hedling;
d. Hischaracter and behavior prompted Jesus to “marvel.”

4. Jesus power was not limited by time or distance.

Luke 7:11-17 WIDOW'S SON AT NAIN

1. Thistook place on the day following the hedling of the centurion’s servant.
2. Two very unlike process ons encountered each other:

a Jesus, Hisdisciples, and a“large crowd;”

b. A dead man, his mother, and another “large crowd.”
3. Jesus compassion was displayed-- “do not weep.”

a Hiswas not a helpless sympathy as oursis on smilar occasons.

b. Hissympathy was a preludeto ared deliverance from grief.
4. Only Hisword was necessary to overcome man's greatest physical sorrow.
5. Thiswas one of three times Jesus raised the dead by His word:

a “Young man, | say toyou, arisg’ (Luke 7:14);

b. “Littlegirl, | say toyou, arisg’ (Mark 5:41);

c. “Lazarus, comeforth!” (John 11:43).
6. Many try to “talk” to the dead in seances, etc., but to no avail.
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Matthew 11:2-30 JOHN'’S LAST MESSAGE
Luke7:18-35

1. Thispassage is somewhat strange, and certain details are difficut to explain.
2. John had been put in prison by Herod. (See Matthew 14:3,4.)
3. John had made two promises about Jesus:
a Hiskingdom was“a hand;”
b. Hewould “cut down” bad trees; baptize with fire; clean out His threshing
floor; burn the chaff with an unquenchable fire(Matthew 3:10-12).
4. Jesus hedings and teaching had been reported to John; thiswas not the
methodology by which John expected Jesus to ded with an evil nation!
5. Jesus work was not compatible with the kind of Kingdom John expected.
a The signs of the Spirit were blessing people and seemed to run counter
to the promise of the Spirit for retribution to disobedient Jews.
6. Jesus’ response involved two actions:
a He heded many human infirmities to reassert s missor
b. He affirmed His hedings and preaching as proof that His heavenly
mission was attended by the Spirit’s power and guidance.
7. A gentlewarning to John and dl-- “Don't lose faith even if you cannot
understand everything about me just now.”
8. Hewasfulfilling John's preaching about Him in an unexpected way.
9. Jesus defended John'simage as a prophet and aforerunner and sduted his
courage and dedication to God' s truth.
10. An assessment of the best of the Old covenant and the least of the New:
a All Chrigtians have greater understanding and greater blessings than
anyone who lived prior to the new Kingdom.
11. The Jewish leadership was typicaly uncommitted to anything related to the
truth except criticizing those who were committed to the truth.
12. Such “wisdom” of the hypercriticd is dways sdif-justified (Proverbs 14:12).
13. Entire cities can be corrupted by the sin of non- commitment.
14. The“Great Invitation” extends to anyone willing to commit imsdlf to
“come,” “take my yoke,” and “learn of me.”
15. Jesus possesses a“meek and lowly” attitude toward God' s truth; so must
weif we areto enjoy His“rest.”

Luke 7:36-50 ANOINTING OF JESUS

1. Thispassageisastudy in opposites:
a Thecharacters: a sdf-righteous Pharisee and a Snful woman;
b. The motivations. the Pharisee who wished to ensnare Jesus, and the
woman who desired to honor Him;
c. Thetreatment of Jesus. the Pharisee acted rudely toward Him; but the
woman acted very graciously toward Him;
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Luke8:1-3

Matthew 12:22-32
Mark 3:19-30
Luke 11:14-23

d. Theattitudes: the Pharisee thought highly of himsdlf; while the woman
had alowly estimate of hersdf;

e. Spiritud conditions: the Pharisee remained unchanged and in 9n; the
woman was penitent and_forgiven of sin.

2. A great lesson: God see us as we are and as we wish to be, not aswe

have been!

3. Anocther great lesson: We can only love Chrigt to the extent that we vaue

4.

Himinour lives

a The parable of the two debtors was told to illudtrate this truth.
Jesus seeks the salvation of dl because He loves Al.

a. Sinful Pharisees can be forgiven as easlly as sSnful women.

CHRIST’S COMPANIONS

1. Jesus personna generated deep loyaty among his disciples:

2.

a Histweve disciples who continualy stayed near to Him;
b. Those who had been persondly benefitted by His compassion;
c. People who were willing to provide for His physical needs.

Jesus regarded such people as His true “family.” (See Mark 3:34.)

AN “ETERNAL” SIN

1. Jesus hedings amazed the multitudes but angered the Pharisees.

OGO A®WN

The Pharisees were congtrained to respond to Jesus' beneficence.

A necessary choice: from God or from Satan (Bed zebub)?

Their desperation shaped their very bad choice-- from Satan!

The scribes debased (1) Jesus' character and (2) Hisworks.

Their attack on His works was illogica, because no sensble man know-

ingly works againg himsdlf.

Their attack on His character was incons stent, because He made no clam

for God's help than their own sons made.

Jesus refused to be controlled by the Pharisees; this fact accounted for

their complete rgection of Him as areligious leader.

The consequences of their rgiection of Jesus:

a They had spoken againgt the Son of man, His persond qudities, and
His methodology (e.g., healing on the sabbath); these things could be
forgiven if they would reconsider their conclusions;

b. They had spoken againgt the Holy Spirit and the obvious demondtration
of heavenly power; this matter was not subject to negotiation. Eerna

life atogether depends on accepting Jesus rdationship to heaven.
(See Hebrews 10:26-29.)
c. They had entered the redm of judging matives, thisis God'sreadm!
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Matthew 12:46-50 CHRIST'S“KINDRED”
Mark 3:31-35

Luke8:19-21 1. Jesus had ahigh regard for His fleshly kin. (See John 19:26,27.)
2. He holds His spiritud kin in higher regard.
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QUESTIONSON THE SYNOPTIC GOSPEL S-- LESSON SEVEN

Read: Matthew 8:5-13; 11:1-30; 12:22-45
Mark 3:19-30
Luke 7:1-50; 11:14-23

1. How did the centurion “come’ to Jesus? What details do Matthew and Luke give about the

illness of the sarvant?

2. What differing opinions about the centurion were expressed in the two accounts?

3. What conclusion had the centurion reached about Jesus that was based on his understanding
of “authority’?

4, will determine who will St in the kingdom of heaven with the patriarchs
, ,and
5. However, the of the would be cast into “outer darkness.”
Explain what that means.

6. What happened when Jesus spoke to the widow’ s dead son at Nain? What two blessngs did
the people think this miracle showed?

7. Which writer tells where John was when he sent disciplesto ask about Jesus misson? Where
was he? What motivated John's inquiry?

8. Read Luke 4:18-21. Jesus reply to John confirmed that He was now doing what He had been

sent to do: the blind , the lame ,
the lepers are , the deaf , the dead are
the poor have the unto them.
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9. What was the basc misson of John? How could the “least in the kingdom” be greater than
John?

10. The and the justified God by being
by John. The and the rejected 'S
counsel when they refused to be
11. and followed different lifestyles among the Jews.
Some people said that had a demon and wasa
man and a ,afriend to and
12. If and had witnessed the works Jesus had done
in and , they would have repented;
would have remained if it had seen Jesus worksin
13. God had hidden His teachings from the and and had
given themto

14. What must the “heavy laden” do to receive rest for their souls?

15. To show that man’s*goodness’ cannot deserve salvation, Jesustold of two debtors who
were forgiven. One owed denarii (pence) and the other
The one that owed the loved the forgiver

16. The Pharisees accused Jesus of casting out demons by the power of
the of

17. Jesus answered their accusation by pointing out that adivided ,

, or would be destroyed.

18. If casts out , heworks againgt himsdlf. If Jesus
power was from , then the kingdom of had “come upon
them.”

19. Matthew calsthe Pharisees clams the Holy Spirit;
L uke describes their words as againgt the Spirit.

20. Which writer explains why such a sin would never be forgiven? What did he say that their Sn
consisted of ?
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LESSON EIGHT-- GALILEAN MINISTRY (4)

Parables by the Sea- Matthew 13:1-52; Mark 4:1-34; Luke 8:4-18

PARABLESBY THE SEA

1. “Parables” “Throwing things Sde by sde’ to compare them.
a Parables paint pictures of things seen to explain things unseen.
b. They are sometimes characterized as “ earthly stories with heavenly
meanings.”
2. Some characterigtics of parables:
a They contain familiar things to unfold unfamiliar things, eg, a sower, a
fidd, afidd with weeds, awoman baking, afishing net, etc.
(1) Today we would compare the Kingdom to our city traffic or sporting
events.
b. They were dways used to ad, not hinder, the understanding of truth.
(See 1Timothy 2:4.)
(1) Thedisciples sought understanding about parables (Matthew 13:10-17).
(2) Underganding “isgiveri’ or “not given” through teaching and attitude.
(3) Isaiah blamed the “have nots’ for their failure to understand the truth.
(4) A great opportunity isfound/lost in receiving/not recaiving Christ’s
teaching about His Kingdom.
(@ John the Baptidt illudtrates this truth (Matthew 11:11).
3. Matthew relates seven parables of ingtruction about the Kingdom, one about
the rdaionship of old thingsto new things.
a Thefirg four were spoken to the multitude (Matthew 13:2,3,34).
b. Thelast four were addressed to His disciples only (verses 36,51).
c. All eight were spoken at the sametime, not just collected (verse 53).
4. To understand parables, we must:
a Acocept their smplest meanings as the most likely meanings,
b. Limit their meanings to the obvious and not stretch ther intended limits;
c. Interpret consstently the figures used throughout each parable.

Matthew 13:1-9 PARABLE OF THE SOWER
Mark 4:3-9

Luke8:5-8 1. A smplegory: asower, seed, sowing, four kinds of soil, adiffering harvest.
2. All writersrdate bascdly the same story with afew differencesin detalls,
3. This parable does not specify the Kingdom as the other seven do.
a Theemphassison attitudes about learning of the Kingdom
b. The others give us information about the characteristics of the Kingdom.
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Matthew 13:10-17
Mark 4:10-12
Luke 8:9,10

Matthew 13:18-23
Mark 4:13-20
Luke 8:11-15

Matthew 13:24-30

Matthew 13:36-43

THE REASON FOR PARABLES

1. Tofulfill prophecy. (See Psdm 78:2; Isaiah 6:9,10.)

2. To ad theteachable to understand by another level of explanation.

3. Toadd aleve of testing for the unteachable (Matthew 13:12,13).

4. The apogtles and some others had shown awillingnessto learn (verse 16).

5. The Kingdom message had been “veiled” to prophets and righteous men.
(Seelsaiah 2:2-4; Danid 2:44.)

EXPLANATION OF THE PARABLE

1. Luke identifies the “seed” asthe “word of God.”
a Mark and Luke associate the soils with men's * hearts.”
2. Matthew (ASV) and Mark (NKJV) spesk of the seed as“men” (“...he that
was sown...;” “...arethe ones who...”).
The soils are different religious reponses: three are bad; one is good.
Some produce fruit (but in different amounts); some don't.
God' sword will produce fruitful men in the Kingdom if it is nurtured.
There is no contradiction between these differing interpretations.
a. Each hasadifferent focus--short and long range gods.
b. Men respond to the word of God in different ways.
7. This parable forecasts opposition to the word and to the Kingdom.
a Embracing the Kingdom might also involve sacrifices and codts.

SRR LI

PARABLE OF WHEAT AND TARES

1. Thisisaparable “of the Kingdom.”

2. Two sowings are involved: by “aman” and by “hisenemy.”

3. The*“enemy” sowed tares (darnel) by night with mdice toward the owner.
4. Wheat and tares sprouted together and looked alike until they matured.

5. Tares should remain until they could be distinguished, gathered, and burned.

EXPLANATION OF THE PARABLE

1. Thisisonly parable explained except “The Sower.”

2. The“sower” is Jesus, the “fidd” isthe world; “good seed” isthe sons of the
Kingdom; the “tares’ are the sons of the devil.

3. Only thelight (truth) can differentiate between the good and bad seed.

4. Thedevil’s modus operandi isimitation
a. Ananias and Sapphiraimitated faithful saints' behavior (Acts 5:1-11).
b. Satan dso hashis“angelsof light” (2Corinthians 11:13-15).
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Matthew 13:31,32
Mark 4:30-32

Matthew 13:33

Matthew 13:44,45

Matthew 13:47-50

5. Thereisan ultimate reckoning ahead for al men.
a Fortunately, tares can change into wheat!

PARABLE OF MUSTARD SEED

1. The popular meaning: the Kingdom will grow from smdl to large and will
influence many people (*...nest under its shade’).

2. Thefirg two parables have negative aspects; thisone istotaly positive.

3. Another meaning some offer: “Birds’are evil (e.g., Matthew 13:19); mustard
grows very large only by an abberation of its natura growth pattern.
a Thiswould indicate something wrong with development of the Kingdom.
b. Some link Constantine, Catholic Chuch, other corruptions.

4. H. Leo Boles, Commentary: “The meaning was S0 obvious that no explana-
tion was asked by the disciples nor offered by Jesus.”

PARABLE OF LEAVEN

1. The popular meaning: The Kingdom's influence in individud and societd life.

2. Andternate meaning (?): Leaven sgnifies corruption, and the church would
be corrupted by various forces, as observed in church history.

3. Leaven (influence) can be for bad or good; we must assure that it is for good!

PARABLE SOF HIDDEN TREASURE AND PEARL

1. The vaue of the Kingdom isillugtrated in both parables.
2. The*"treasure’ was “hidden” and then “found.” (See Matthew 7:7,8.)
3. Itissaid that pearls were not so vaued by Jews as by Gentiles.

a. This pearl, however, was of “greet price’ (value) to all.

PARABLE OF DRAGNET

1. Thisisnot about disciplinein the church but the ultimate justice of God.

a Other passages demand action againgt the ungodly (2Thessdonians 3:16).
2. Likethe parable of the tares, some are “bad” and will be lost.

a. God will be the judge of good and bad.

Mak4:26:29 GROWING GRAIN

1. This parable was not mentioned by Matthew or Luke.

2. Perhapsit was a“supplement” to the parable of the Sower.

3. It shows that much happens between the sowing and the regping.

4. The Sower cannot control the word' s influence; only hearts can bear fruit.
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5. We exult or despair over “prospects,” but we cannot dways know for atime
what impression the word has made in men’s hearts.

Matthew 1352  THINGS OLD AND NEW

1. A true underganding of the Kingdom combines “things new and old.”

2. New Testament principles are dways the same as Old Testament truths.
sincerity, love, faith, trust, obedience, etc.

3. New Testament details are different from Old Testament obedience, but the
differences are not radica enough to confuse the serious student of truth.
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QUESTIONS ON THE SYNOPTIC GOSPEL S-- LESSON EIGHT

Read: Matthew 13

Mark 4:1-34
Luke 8:4-18
1. Inthislesson, Jesus encountered grest and resorted to teaching from
a while the people on the land (beach).
2. and both say that Jesus taught “many things’ by
parables. says only that He spoke by “
3. Thefirst parable, the story of the , iludtrates the differences found in the
of different men. Some arelike the ; SOme are
like ground; some are like ground; and some are
like ground and produce a(n) , ome
, and some

4. What happened to seed sown in each kind of soil (soul)?
a. Wayside:

b. Rocky:

c. Thorny:
d. Good:

5. Why did Jesus give a detaled explanation of thisfirst parable?

6. Why did He teach by so many parables? Do you think He was guilty of discriminaion?

7. What negative behaviors prevented some from understanding Jesus' teaching? Whose fault
wasthis?

8. The disciples made proper use of their and to understand Him.

9. Jesus explained the figures used in the parable of the sower:

a The seed: : b. Thebirds; : ¢. Theshdlow
soil: ; d. The scorching sun: ;
eThe thorns;
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Thetruth will not be hidden to real seekers. Itislikea

ona

We must take heed
standing) will be

that is placed

and is not put under a

ora

we hear, because to him who has (sincerity), it (under-

, but from the insincere will be

what (understanding) he has.

Another parable involved some good seed and some

man's

that were sown by a

Rooting out the

At harvest, the

would be

into the

The influence of God' s word on a human heart isillustrated by the way a
when planted becomes a
. Neither process can be fully understood by men.

A grain of

before harvest time would aso damage the
would be burned up, and the

, then a(n)

us about the growth of the

A second parable aso concerned the kingdom's growth.
can be changed radicdly by just alittle

, then thefull

seed isvery smal but growsinto a
of

. Thisteaches

measures of mea

Where had the parables used by Jesus been foretold many years before?

Jesus explanation of the tares uses these comparisons.

a. The sower of good seed: ; b. Thefidd:
c. The good seed: ; d. Thetares:
e. The Enemy: ; f. The harvest:

g. Thereapers.

The vdue of the Lord’ s kingdom is compared to a

of

inafiddandtoa

the parables that use these figures?

The parable of the

teaches that not everyone *

saved eterndly. The unfaithful will be separated from the

into the

of

price. What important lesson is stressed by

in” the kingdom will not be
and will be cast

. They will
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LESSON NINE-- GALILEAN MINISTRY (6)

Stilling the Storm-- Matthew 8:23-27; Mark 4:35-41; Luke 8:22-25
Gadarene Demoniacs-- Matthew 8:28-34; Mark 5:1-20; L uke 8:26-39
Jairus’ Daughter-- Matthew 9:18-26; Mark 5:21-43; Luke 8:40-56
Healing Blind and Dumb-- Matthew 9:27-34

Second Nazareth Rejection-- Matthew 9:54-58; Mark 6:1-6

Third Tour Continued-- Matthew 9:35-38

Matthew 8:23-27 STILLING THE STORM
Mark 4:35-41

Luke 8:22-25 1. Thisoccurred on “acertain day” (Luke).
2. It wasthe day after teaching the parables by the sea (Mark).
3. Jesus|eft the multitudes, crossed to the other side of the sea.
4. He had impressed them with miracles and would teach them truths |ater.
a. Miracles dways were secondary to teaching as the way to faith (See
John 14:10,11.)
5. Power even over natura forces would next demondrate His divinity.
a A “great tempest” (Matthew) “came down” (Luke) from the mountains.
b. The boat began to fill and desth ssemed imminent to the disciples.
¢. Jesus rebuked their normal reaction in waking Him in this emergency.
(1) They likely assumed the end of al Jesus plansfor the Kingdom.
(2 sill, ther fath was*“little’ in this matter.
(3) Theboat could not sink with Jesus on board!
(@ Song: “Peace, Be Still” (Number 689, Hymns For Worship).
d. Jesusrebuked the winds and the sea, possibly astools of Satan.
e. Their fear of nature was replaced by their fear of Jesus nature (“Who?...).
f The disciples were confronted with two new perspectives.
(1) The authority of Jesus words and their respongbility to obey them.
e. Two lessons abideto thisday:
(1) Thereareno limitsto the power of Jesus, the Son of God;
(2) Nothing can “wreck” God's plan for the ultimate good of men

Matthew 8:28-3¢ GADARENE DEMONIACS
Mark 5:1-20

Luke 8:26-39 1. Much of Jesus and the gpostles work involved casting out demons (spirits).
a. Demonswerereal; Jesus and Paul (Acts 16: 18) talked with demons.
b. They were not diseases, they were pirits controlled by Satan to the harm
of those possessed.

c. They had mohility-- they came out of men and went into swine.

2. These men were completely dominated by a*legion” of spirits (Luke).

3. Jesusrestored them to complete normality-- “Stting and clothed.”
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4. Gadarenes asked Him to leave their vidnity.

a. Perhaps feared He might further interfere with their swine-rasing.
b. Two instances of Jesus destroying property: (1) illegd swine; (2) a
worthlessfig tree (Matthew 21:18,19).

Matthew 9:18-26 JAIRUS DAUGHTER

Mark 5:21-43
Luke 8:40-56

Matthew 9:27-34

1. Jarus wasthe ruler of asynagogue, yet he had trust in Jesus power to hedl.

2.

W

a. Thiswas uncharacterigtic of most rulers. (See John 7:48.)

His twelve-year-old daughter “had just died” (Matthew); was “at the point

of death” (Mark); “was dying” (Luke).

Jesus responded to a parent’ s grief--"do not be afraid; only believe”

Three gpostles accompanied Jesus; these three aso were present with Him

a the trandfiguration (Matthew 17) and Gethsemane (Mark 14:33).

A woman gricken for twel ve years interrupted Jesus’ journey to the girl.

a. She begged for hedling, despite her socia ostracism; she was “unclean”
under the Law and was excluded from the synagogue worship (Leviticus
15:25,31).

b. Her faith, not her touch, was responsible for her heding.

Completing Hisjourney, Jesus chdlenged the power of death: “Sheisnot

dead...”

a About Lazarus He said, “This Scknessis not unto death...” (John 11:4).
b. The maiden’s spirit “returned unto her.” (See James 2:26.)

HEALING BLIND AND DUMB

> w

Two blind men showed greet faith in Jesus' power to heal.

Hetested their faith-- “...believe that | am adle...?”’

a “Yes, Lord’-- by their faith they were hedled.

Jesus touched their eyes; imagine the “touch of the Master’ s hand.”

A mute was brought to Jesus and his demon was cast out.

a Themultitudes marveled at what was done.

b. However, the Pharisees accused Him of working with Beelzebub.
C. This perhaps was the same incident recorded in Matthew 12:22-30.

Matthew 13:54-58 SECOND NAZARETH REJECTION

Mark 6:1-6

1
2.

3.
4.

The Nazarenes questioned Jesus' wisdom and works; both were remarkable.
His familiarity bred contempt for His clam of divinity, despite His wisdom
and works.

His experience was not unexpected in His own “country” and “house.”

Their unbelief disalowed the effectiveness of His misson among them.
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Matthew 9:35-38 THIRD TOUR CONTINUED

1. Extendve teaching and hedling were offered to many “lost sheep.”
2. Jesus expressed deep compassion for the spiritua state of the lost.
3. Many laborers would be needed to regp the “harvest” of souls.

4. God's help would be needed to move the saved to seek the lost.
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QUESTIONSON THE SYNOPTIC GOSPEL S-- L ESSON NINE

Read: Matthew 8:23-34; 9:18-38
Mark 4:35-41; 5:1-43
Luke 8:26-56

1. Whoseideawasit to cross the sea (Galilee) to the other sde? Was Jesus' boat alone in this
crossing?

2. What did Jesus do while crossing the sea? What might that indicate?

3. What occurred to complicate their journey? How serious was their stuation? (Givetwo dif-
ferent descriptions.)

4. How did Mark add to the statements of Matthew and L uke to show the disciples concern

about their danger?

5. Jesus rebuked both the seaand the disciples. What did He say to each?

6. Mathew gives a dgnificant and different fact about those involved in the heding of the
Gadarene demoniacs than the information given by Mark and Luke. What isit?

7. The men whom Jesus healed were possessed by ,dsocdled

8. Where did the men live, and how were they dressed when Jesus encountered them?

9. What measures had been taken to control their ferocity? Were they successful?

10. How had the demoniacs behaved in the past?
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

This miracle involves the words and actions of both human and non-human persondities.
Which do you think said, “What have we to do with thee, thou Son of God?’

When asked their name, one demon (or man) replied, “My nameis

What two requests did the demons make of Jesus? Which one did He fulfill?

How many swine were in the nearby herd?

What happened to the swine when the demons possessed them? To the demons?

How did the men now look and act differently than when they were demon-possessed?

How do Matthew, Mark, and Luke describe the physical condition of Jarus daughter when
the ruler first met Jesus? How can you reconcile these reports?

On Hisway to Jarus house, Jesus healed awoman who had only sought to touch the
of His . Her made her

Jesus declared that Jairus daughter could only be raised if Jairus would
. Isthisacontradiction of James 2:24? Why or why not?

Only , ,and thegirl’s and

were alowed to witness the girl’ sraising.

Jesus said to the dead girl, “ . What did that mean?

The people of Nazareth could not reconcile His wisdom and mighty works with their

knowledge that He was a 'sson and that His ,
and were people they knew to be “just

ordinary folks.”

About this Situation, Jesus observed, “A Is not without

savein his
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LESSON TEN-- GALILEAN MINISTRY (7)

Mission of the Twelve-- Matthew 9:36-11:1; Mark 6:7-13; Luke 9:1-6
Death of John-- Matthew 14:1-12; Mark 6:14-29; Luke 9:7-9

Matthew 9:36-11:1 MISSION OF THE TWELVE
Mark 6:7-13

Luke 9:1-6 1. Apostles cdling preceded by Jesus’ persond hedling and teaching.
a The multitudes were sck, Snful, and spiritualy confused.
b. Jesus dways responded with compassion on those who were lost.
c. Heheded “every sickness’ and “every diseass” among the people.
2. Thetask of deding with the peopl€ s heeds was awvesome.
a. The population was “scattered” like sheep without a shepherd.
b. The prospective harvest was “plentiful,” but the need for more harvesters
was urgen.
c. The solution-- “Pray” for more laborers to be sent by God for the work.
3. Prayer dways involves heaven and earth--the help of God and the efforts
of man. (See Matthew 6:11 and 2Thessaonians 3:10.)
4. Jesusfollowed this same plan in addressing the problem of mesting the
multitudinous needs of the common people.
a. Pray to God, and then do what you can toward answering your praye.
5. He*“cdled” twelve disciples to become specid workersin His misson.
a. They would be “apostles’ [“sent”] (10:16).
b. Matthew and Mark cal them “apostles’ only once; Luke six times.
“Apogtle(s)” used numerous timesin Acts and the epistles.
c. They were given specid powersto do their work (10:1).
6. They are named and listed by Matthew, Mark, and Luke, but not by John.
a Many smilaritiesand afew variaions exis in these ligds
b. Seethechart, “The Apostles of Chrigt.”
7. Chrigt gave them special ingructions for their mission as * commandments.”
a. These gpply primarily to the gpostles, but have secondary meanings for
us, except for the miracuous dements.
8. Their first commission wasto be limited (restricted).
a Asto their message-- the Kingdom was “at hand.”
b. Asto their audience-- the Jews only (10:5,6).
c. Asto their support-- take no persond provisons.
d. Asto their resdences- reman with the same family in each location.
9. These redtrictions would be removed in ther “ Great Commission.” (See
Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15,16; L uke 24:46-48.)

(55)



10. Jesus ingructionsfdl into three sections for three phases of their misson:
a. Matthew 10:5-15-- the apostles’ immediate mission to Jewish cities;
b. Matthew 10:16-23-- the disciples mission until Jerusalem’ sfdl-- before
“the Son of man comes’ [in judgment] (verse 23);
c. Matthew 10:24-42-- principles governing conduct in al phases of work.
11. Thedisciples misson asviewed from the perspective of persecution:
a Initidly, there would be regjection (verse 14);
b. Next, there would be hatred and family betrayal (verses 22,23);
c. Findly, death would become a constant threet (verse 28).
12. Themisson asviewed for itsemphasis:
a Immediately, preparation for the Kingdom was necessary (verse 7);
b. Next, perseverance in persecution would be needed (verses 22,23);
c. Fndly, identification with Christ was an ongoing need (verses 32-38).
13. The misson as viewed for its scope:
a Itwasfirg limited to Jews and worthy houses (verses 5,6,11);
b. It would aso be available to Gentiles after Pentecost (verses 16-18);
c. The message would be “preached from the housetops’ (verse 27).
14. Themisson as viewed for its purpose:
a Firgt, preaching the at-hand Kingdom, heding, etc. (verses 7, 8);
(1) “Freg’ service would enhance the integrity of the aposties.
b. Sdf-preservation would protect the Kingdom (verses 16,23);
c. Sdvation depended on identifying with Chrigt in everything:
(1) In actuality-- be like your teacher and Master (verses 24,25);
(2) In courage-- “do not fear;” God will protect (verses 28-31);
(3) In profession-- “confess Mée” (verses 32,33);
(4) In committment-- place Chrigt above dl others (verses 34-37);
(5) Insacrifice-- “losg’ your life for Jesus (verses 38,39);
(6) In reward-- prophets and righteous men’'s reward (verses 40-42).

Matthew 14:1,2 DEATH OF JOHN
Mark 6:14-29

1. Herod heard of Jesus works, His name was “wdl known.”

a John's death in prison occurred between Matthew 11:2 and 14:2.

b. Herod now feared that John was risen from the dead.

c. He apparently reacted threateningly toward Jesus.
2. Hearing “it” (Herod' s reaction), Jesus went to a“deserted place.”

a. Herod Antipasruled Gdlilee and posed a grave threat to Jesus safety.
3. Details of John’s degth were recounted to explain Herod' s reaction and the

need for Jesusto depart from Galilee.

(1) Herodias had sought John's deeth, but Herod “protected” him.

(&) Herod chose prison over death because he feared the people.
(2) Herod knew that John wasa*holy and just” man.
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(3) He “did many things’ (for John) and “heard him gladly.”
(4) Herod made arash oath that caused a changein his behavior.
() Hewas"exceedingly sorry” about John's execution.
(b) We must be careful about promises we make.
(¢) Never commit sn because of a promise, eg., hot “changing
churches,” not being baptized because of a promise to [mother].
(5) Herod' s conscience angered him against Jesus.
(8 He may have decided that Jesus was the risen John; he would kill
him again.
(b) Herod was probably a Sadducee who should deny a resurrection.
(1) Stress sometimes reveds our degpest fears and convictions,
despite what we have portrayed in ordinary circumstances.
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Matthew 10:2-4

Simon (Peter)

Andrew (his brother)
James (son of Zebedee)
John (his brother)

Philip

Bartholomew

Thomas

Matthew

James (son of Alphaeus)
L ebbaeus

Simon (the Canaanite)
Judas (who betrayed)
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THE APOSTLES OF CHRIST

Mark 3:16-19

Simon (Peter)

James (son of Zebedee)
John (his brother)
Andrew

Philip

Bartholomew

Matthew

Thomeas

James (son of Alpheeus)
Thaddaeus

Simon (the Caananite)
Judas (who betrayed)

Some interesting facts about these ligts:

Luke 6:14-16

Simon (Peter)
Andrew (his brother)
James

John

Philip

Bartholomew
Matthew

Thomeas

James (son of Alphaeus)
Simon (the Zedlot)
Judas (son of James)
Judas (who betrayed)

Theligs are very smilar in the order in which the names are recorded.
Peter isdways ligted first; Judas Iscariot is dways listed last in the order.
Simonislabeded asaman “caled’ Peter (Jesus caled him by that name).
Judas is dways branded as a “traitor.”

All but Labbaeus are given the same name in eech lig.
L abbaeus had three names-- he was aso “Thaddaeus’ and “ Judas (son of James).”
Mark cited the “nicknames’ of James and John: *sons of thunder.”

Only Matthew identifies himsdf asa“tax collector.”
Each lig differentiates between “James’ and “James, son of Alphaeus.”

Simon (not Peter) is called a* Caananite’” and a“Zedot,” both meaning the same thing.
Only Judas Iscariot was from Judeg; the others were from Galilee (Acts 2.7).

They were from diverse backgrounds. 4 fishermen; 1 tax collector; 1 from afringe

political party; 11 Gdileans; 1 Judean; 2 had nicknames; 1 was atraitor.

=
w

Six gpostles shared names with another:
Simon Peter-- Smonthe Zed ot

Judas, son of James-- Judas Iscariot
James, son of Alphaeus-- James, son of Zebedee

14. Andrew and John are both designated as * brother” to another gpostle.
15. Three were from the same city (Bethsaida), which Jesus condemned for its unbelief.
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QUESTIONSON THE SYNOPTIC GOSPEL S-- LESSON TEN

Read: Matthew 9:36- 10:42
Mark 6:7-29
Luke 9:1-9

1. Jesus went about iN Synagogues, the gospel of the
, and every and

2. When He saw that the multitudes were and , He urged
prayer that God would send into His

3. Jesusimmediately sent out to expand the work He
was doing: casting out , hedling dl kinds of
and ,and the kingdom of God.

4. The apostles were to go to the of , but not to the
or to the

5. What gospel (“good news’) were they to preach about the kingdom?

6. What things were the apostles not to take with them as they went out? Why not?

7. What were the gpostles to do when acity or house rgected their teaching? Why?

8. Jesus sent them forth as among . They must be as
as and as as
9. The of their would tell them what to speak.
10. Fathfulness would be difficult, because would deliver up ,
their , and some would cause
their to be put to death.
11. The is not above his , hor a
above his ; therefore, the apostles should expect to be caled worse than

(59)



12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

What they had beentold in , they should spesk in
what they had heard should be proclaimed on the

Only one who could destroy both the and in

was worthy of their fear.

Jesus came not to bring but a among men. How would
this fact affect some family relationships?

What difficut choice would some be required to make after hearing the gospd ?

What was Jesus' lesson about “finding” and “losng” our lives?

Herod concluded that Jesus must be the risen fromthe
because of the working in him.
Others thought that Jesus must be or one of the old

For what grievous sin had John condemned Herod? Who had caused John to be placed in
prison because of this?

Why had Herod not imprisoned John on his own?

How did Herod' s “wifé’ succeed in having John killed?
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LESSON ELEVEN-- GALILEAN MINISTRY (8)

Feeding Five Thousand-- Matthew 14:13-21; Mark 6:30-46; Luke 9:10-17; (John 6:1-15)

Walking on Water-- Matthew 14:24-36; Mark 6:47-50; (John 6:16-21)
Unwashed Hands- Matthew 15:1-20; Mark 7:1-23

Matthew 14:13-21 FEEDING FIVE THOUSAND
Mark 6:30-46

Luke9:10-17 1. Thisisthe only miracle of Jesusrecorded by dl four Gospels.
2. This occurred following the apostles return from ther limited commisson.
a. They reported what they had done and taught.
b. Jesus sent them away to rest and to eat.
c. Ther destination was a“deserted place” outside Bethsaida
d. They went from Capernaum across the Sea of Galilee (John 6:1).
3. Mutitudes followed on foot, and Jesus heded their Sick.
a The people were hungry; two solutions to their hunger were given:
(1) Thediscipleswanted them sent away to buy food for themsdlves,
(2) Jesustold the gpostles: “Y ou feed them.”
b. “A lad” (John 6:9) had five barley loaves and two amdl fish.
C. Jesus st the people on the grassin ranks of “hundreds and fifties’ (Mark)
["fifties’--Luke], about five thousand men plus women and children.
d. Jesus“blessed” (“ask God' s blessng on athing” [Vine]) the loaves.
e. Thefood wasincreased so as to be sufficient for the whole multitude.
(1) Asinthecaseof Elijahand thewidow of Zarephath (1Kings 17).
(2) Asinthe caseof Hishaand another widow's ail (2Kings 4).
4. The people werefilled, and twel ve basketsful of scraps were gathered.
5. Jesus was hailed as “the Prophet” who came into the world (John 6:14).
6. They even wanted to force Jesus to be their king (John 6:15).
a A king of “loavesand fishes’ could provide many physica blessngs.
7. Some genera observations about this miracle:
a Physcdly, “bread” was the ancient symboal for food (Genesis 3:19); it
retained that symbolism into New Testament times (Matthew 6:11).
b. Spiritudly, Jesusisthe“bread of God,” and the *bread of life.” (John 6:
32,33,35).
C. Jesusisto our souls as bread isto our bodies.
d. Bread must be eaten if it isto benefit the body; Jesus must be “ eaten”
(“accepted”) if Helisto benefit the soul (John 6:53-58).
8. Lessons Jesus teaches us by example:
a. Jesus encouraged order in Hiswork when He divided the people by
rank; He gtill ingsts on decency and order (1Corinthians 14:40).
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b. Jesus can make much fromlittle. God's help to His peopleislimited
only by our faith in His power to help (Philippians 4:13).

c. Jesus practiced economy when He gathered the Ieftovers. The waste-
fulness of people displeases Him. (See Luke 15:13.)

d. Jesusisgraciousto all men. The crowd was diverse; their hunger
varied, but dl “ate and werefilled.” (See Matthew 5:45; 11:28-30.)

e. Jesus utilized human potential. The apostles doubts were overcome as
they did what they could and let Jesus do the rest (Matthew 14:19,20).

Matthew 14:24-36 WALKING ON WATER
Mark 6:47-56

1. Thisoccurred “immediately” after the five thousand were fed.
2. Jesus“made’ the disciples return to Capernaum by way of Bethsaida
3. The multitudes were sent away; Jesus retired adone to amountain to pray.
4. Why did Jesus rgject the peopl€' s designs on Him to become their king?
a Hehad come into the world to be their King (John 18:37).
b. They sought akingdom “of thisworld” unlike His Kingdom was to be.
¢. Jesuswill not be “King” over those who seek only physicd blessings, He
demandsto be “King” over our heartd (John 18:36).
5. Jesus*“saw them graining” and was concerned for the disciples welfare.
a. Jesus cares about our problems, too (1Peter 5:7).
b. They were“inthe middle of thesea” 3 or 4 miles from shore(John 6:19).
6. The boat was tossed by the waves and by the “ contrary wind.”
a They didn't turn back, for Jesus had “made’ them go to the other side.
7. Jesus appeared during the fourth watch (3 A.M.-6 A.M.) on the water.
a Thedisciplesfeared that He was a“ghost” and were afraid.
b. Hereassured them of Hisidentity to cam their fear.
8. Peter, in rdief, requested confirmation and then stepped out in faith.
a. Peter’ sfaith was assaulted by redity, and he doubted again.
b. His“little faith” was adequate to prompt Jesus compassion and rescue.
c. Peter supposed hisfath was stronger than it redly was, he would make
the same migtake in events surrounding the crucifixion.(See Mark 14:31.)
9. The apostles faith was strengthened by this event--"truly Y ou are...”
10. This miracle made adeeper impression on the disciples about Jesus’ divinity
than the feeding of the five thousand (Mark 6:51,52).

Matthew 15:1-20 UNWASHED HANDS
Mark 7:1-23

1. Scribes and Pharisees came from Jerusalem, probably to ensnare Jesus.
a. Scribes were teachers of the Law; Pharisees were enforcers of the Law.
b. Much of the Law had been tainted by human regulations.
2. They “saw” (on purpose?) the disciples eat bread with unwashed hands.
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10.

11.

a TheLaw required washing after touching undean things (Leviticus 22:6).
b. Washing preceded the eating of “holy offerings,” not ordinary bread.
“Transgressing the tradition of the eders’ was a serious charge.

a. The development of tradition among the Jews was intended to interpret
the Law’s meaning in specific gpplications, eg, keeping the Sabbath “holy.”

b. It developed into interpretations of interpretations of interpretations.

Tradition was a strong governor of daily behavior in every area of life.

a. A rabbi said: “Thewords of the elders are weighter than the words of the
prophets...Some of the words of the prophets are weighty; others are not
weighty. All the words of tradition are weighty words.”

Tradition was based on a theory of two laws: one written by Moses, the other

spoken by Moses and handed down uncorrupted through the prophets.
a It was much like the Pope now spesking “ex cathedra’ to Catholics.

The handwashing tradition was especialy drict because:

a They feared that those who touched unclean items would become unclean;

b. A demon was thought to sit on hands during the night and made food un-
clean and dangerous to eat unless it was washed off.

(1) Rabbi Taanithsaid: “Whosoever eateth his common food with wash-
ed hands, and spesks the holy language, and recites his phylacteries
morning and evening... he shdl obtain eternd life”

Jesus did not deny breaking traditions when traditions broke the Law.

a. His countercharge was. “1 bregk man’s law; why do you break God' s?’

He used aplain law of God to show how their tradition violated that law.

(See Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 5:16; Exodus 21:17.)

The practice of “Corban” (“devoted to God and the temple”) was common.

a It wasaway to avoid a“double” sacrifice of property.

b. It wasaway to secure public acclaim for ardligious gift.

c. Itwasaway to avoid any sacrifice & dl unless the gift was actudly given!
How could such aman be trusted to fulfill hisvows? Tradition defended
him whether or not he was faithful to do what he promised.

Tradition made hypocrites of its devotees.

a It made their worship vain.

b. It made God'sword (commandment) of no effect.

c. It made the Pharisees “blind guides.”

d. It made sinners of the innocent to whom tradition was “handed down.”

Jesus made a practicad argument againgt the handwashing tradition.

a. Handwashingwas a spiritud exercise for Pharisees, not a hedth issue.

b. Only God controls spiritual issues; He had spoken nothing about it.

c. Physical handwashing cannot impact man’'s spiritual heglth unless God
connects them with plain teaching (as in baptism, 1Peter 3:21).

(63)



12.

13.

d. The Pharisees should concern themselves with the heart’ s defilement.

(1) It controlsdl evil and good behavior. (See Proverbs 4:23))

e. Christ’sgeneral rule: guard what comes out, not what goesiin.

(1) Except things that lead to spiritua defilement (alcohol, drugsetc.).
This encounter boldly chalenged the authority of the Pharisees and scribes.
a Tradition was their “weapon of choice’ againg their adversaries.

b. To chdlenge their tradition was to chalenge their position of leadership!
c. They could not afford to ignore this confrontation.

Humean traditions dways chalenge the authority of Christ! We must be very
careful not to dlow tradition to hinder our obedience to Jesusin dl things.
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QUESTIONS ON THE SYNOPTIC GOSPEL S-- LESSON ELEVEN

Read: Matthew 14:13-36; 15:1-20
Mark 6:30-56; 7:1-23

Luke 9:10-17 [John 6:1-21]
1. Jesusfirst took His disciples to the city of and then across the Sea of
, dso called ; thence into the wilderness.

2. Inwhat different way did Jesus and His disciples reach the wilderness than the way by which
the multitude got there?

3. Inthe wilderness, Jesus spoke about the of and

those who needed it. John saysthistook place on a

4. Jesus perceived that the people were like without a

5. What advice did the twelve give to Jesus about the multitude? What was His response?

6. How much bread did the apostles think it would take to feed this great body of people?

7. How much food was available to satisfy the hunger of the multitude? Whose wasit?

8. The people weretold to Sit on the in companies of and

9.TheLord firg for the food, then gaveit to His
who digtributed it among the

10. Inthat crowd of hungry people were about men, besidesthe
and
11. All four gospd writers state that basketsful of pieces

were gathered after al the people were fed.
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

This miracle made such an impression on people that they credited Jesus with being the

long-awaited and some even wanted to make Him

Jesus was on amountain while the apostles went by to
the city of by way of the city of

During a storm on the sea, Jesus walked on the water to the apostles about the

watch of the night, after they had rowed about or furlongs.
When Peter saw the , hewas afraid and began to . Hecried
out to Jesusto him.

Jesus rebuked Peter for being of

The and were guilty of the

of God because of their

The hypocritical |eaders washed , ,
and but neglected many important things.

How did Jesus describe the hypocrisy of the scribes and Pharisees?

These leaders sanctioned the practice of “ ", that is, “given to

Thistactic dlowed some to avoid honoring their and

People are defiled by teaching. Every false doctrine (plant) will be
Falseteachers are , and both blind and
blind will fal into a

Whatever comes out of aman's heart defiles him (spiritudly), not what goesinto his
stomach. Mark observes that this truth made all
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LESSON TWELVE-- GALILEAN MINISTRY (9)

The Syro-Phoenician-- Matthew 15:21-28; Mark 7:24-30

Miracles of Healing-- Matthew 15:29-31; Mark 7:31-37
Feeding Four Thousand-- Matthew 15:32-38; Mark 8:1-9

A “Sign From Heaven”-- Matthew 15:39-16:12; Mark 8:11,12
Hedling aBlind Man-- Mark 8:22-26

Matthew 15:21-28 THE SYRO-PHOENICIAN

Mark 7:24-30

A

(8]

10.

11
12.
13.
14.

This account follows the encounter with the Jews over handwashing.

Jesus went into the region of Tyre and Sidon; this was Gentile country.

He had confined Hiswork to the “lost sheep of Isragl” (verse 24).

a The gpostleswere smilarly redtricted. (See Matthew 10:5,6.)

His ultimate mission was to seek and save all the lost (Matthew 18:11).

a His Great Commission would reflect that god. (See Mark 16:15,16.)
God' splanwas. First to the Jews; then to the Gentiles. (See Actsl:8.)

a Paul followed this plan dso in preaching the gospel (Acts 13:46).

Jesus encountered a “ Syro-Phoenician by birth” [Mark]; a“Greek” [Mark];
a“woman of Caanan” [Matthew].

Shewas a“Greek” by reigion, not by birth, who likely worshiped Astarte,
the Phoenician goddess of fertility.

Her goddess had failed her and her daughter; she sought Jesus instead.
Christ used this opportunity to impress the power of real faith, regardless of
who possessed it.

Jesus tested that faith: (1) He ignored her request; (2) He refused her
request; (3) He argued about the validity of her request (verses 23-26).
Shewas a“little dog,” a pet; big (guard)dogs had priority on food in that day.
She clamed Hishelp not by right but by Hismercy. (See 2Peter 3:9.)
The woman’s prejudices againgt Jews had been overcome.

The daughter was hedled “from that hour;” “the demon had gone out.”

Matthew 15:29-31 MIRACLES OF HEALING

Mark 7:31-37

1. Jesus“skirted” the sea of Galilee by way of Decgpolis, aregion of ten cities

east of the Jordan River; said to be occupied by descendants of people who
had fled before the conquests of Alexander the Grest.

2. Many sck and infirm people “came’ and “were brought” to Him for hedling.
3. Mark singled out one case-- a mute with a speech impedimen.
a. Jesustouched his affected ears and “ spat” and touched his tongue.

b. The man wasimmediately and completely heded.
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4. Other miracles were dso performed in this Gentile region.
a The people “glorified the God of Isradl” [Matthew] and said He had
“donedl thingswell” [Mark].
b. They “maveled’ [Matthew], “were astonished beyond measure’ [Mark].
5. Ther excitement about Jesus interfered with compliance with His request for
no publicity about His miraculous works.

Matthew 15:32-38 FOUR THOUSAND FED
Mark 8:1-9

1. Thislikely was the same multitude that had witnessed His hedlings.
2. They had been with Jesus for three days of hedings and were hungry.
3. Jesusinitiated the concern for non-Jewish hungry people.
a Hisdisciples had initiated concern for (5000) Jewish hungry people.
. Thiswas agood lesson for the apostles about prejudices and partidities.
. A procedure similar to the previous feeding- miracle was followed.
a Similarities. crowd sat; Jesus gave thanks; gaveto disciplesfirg, dl ate
and werefilled; took up leftover fragments.
b. Differences. Seven/fiveloaves, “few”/two fish; seven/twel ve basketsful.
6. Two different “baskets’” (different words) were used in these two miracles.
a Thetwelve baskets were smal containers that Jews used to carry food.
b. The seven baskets were large containers used by Grecian merchants.
c. Thisdiginctionismadein al accounts of both miracles and in Maithew
16:9,10 and Mark 8:19,20.

[S2 1~

Matthew 15:39- A “SIGN” FROM HEAVEN
162
Mark 8:11,12 1. Pharisees and Sadducees (Mark-only “Pharisees’) cameto “test” Jesus.
2. Jesus“sghed deeply” to express His frudtration at their unbelief.
3. These were strange bedfdlows to ask for asign from heaven:
a Usually thought to be dike, but they were very different in their beiefs.
b. Pharisees accepted signs both good and evil.
(1) They accepted Jesus signs but challenged their origin (Luke 11:15).
¢. Sadducees accepted no Sgns, dl was explained by cause and effect.
(1) Rdigionwasjug an ethica code to them; they taught mordity with-
out help from the spiritud reaim.
Pharisees and Sadducees had no dedlings with one another.
Sadducees considered Pharisees to be tradition-bound religious fanatics.
Most wedlthy Jews and dl the high priests were Sadducees.
Theimplication of their question to Jesus.
a The Pharisees were seeking spectacular signs such as the sun standing
dill for Joshua or afiery chariot coming for Hijah.

No oA
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10.

11.

12.

13.
14.

15.

16.

b. Such signs would show God' s gpprova of a servant/messenger.
c. Earthly sgnsof hedling were inadequate to convince them about Jesus.

. Jesus could have performed greater Sgns, but He wanted faith in men on

Histerms, not on terms established by unbdievers.

. The Pharisees thought Sgns were possible, but that Jesus was incapable of

such sgns as they demanded.
a They would be safe to chalenge Him and expose His inadequecies.
The Sadducees thought signs were impossible, and Jesus could do none.
a They would be safe to chalenge Him to do something no one could do.
The adage, “Dogs will fight among themselves but will quit to chasea
rabbit” is gppropriate to this dliance between Pharisees and Sadducees.
Jesus' response, according to Matthew:
a. People could interpret complicated signs of the wesather.
b. They could not understand the smple message of Hissigns.
He characterized the Pharisees as “hypocrites,” “adulterous,” “wicked.”
They had seen many signs and had accepted none; those to follow would not
be intended to convince them
The“great Sgn” of Jonah in the whale (His resurrection) would be made
known to everyone, and it would be “with power” (Romans 1:4).
Three lessons to be learned from that great Sign (the resurrection):
a AsJonah was “dead” and was “raised” to preach God' s word, so Jesus
would die and be raised to preach the gospel through the apostles;
b. As Nineveh repented at Jonah's sign and believed God, doubters now
had better do the same when Jesus sign (resurrection) was accomplished.
c. God's plans cannot be “killed” in any age; as Jonah, the man of God,
overcame, so will Jesus, the Son of God.
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QUESTIONSON THE SYNOPTIC GOSPEL S-- LESSON TWELVE

Read: Matthew 15:21- 16:12
Mark 7:24-37; 8:1-26

1. Jesus encountered a woman whom Matthew caled a woman, but
whom Mark described as a ,a by race.
2. Matthew said the woman’ s daughter had a ; Mark said she had an

3. How did Jesusfirst respond to her pleafor help? How did she answer that response?

4. Jesus commended the woman's . What did He tdll her
had now happened concerning her daughter? When did Matthew say that the girl was heded?

5. Afterward, Matthew saysthat Jesus “ skirted the Sea of Gdilee” Mark says more specificaly
that He traveled from and through
tothe of Galilee.

6. The multitude brought the sick to Jesus, and they were amazed when they saw the mute
, the maimed , thelame

the blind , and they God.

7. In particular, they brought a man with a impediment
to Jesus.

8. What actions did Jesus take to hedl this man? What word(s) did He say when the hedling was
done? What doesthat mean?

9. What did the people do contrary to Jesus ingtructions? They also declared that He had done
al things .
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10.

11

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

How long had the multitude that followed Jesus gone without food? Why was Jesus re-
luctant to send them away without esting?

The disciples had only loaves of bread and a fish.

This small supply of food would be used to feed how many people?

What things did Jesus do in performing this miracle that were like the things done when He
fed 5,000? What was different?

How many “leftovers’ were collected after the people were fed?

The and asked to be shown a
from . This was an effort to Jesus.
The Lord answered that they could understand natura signs, such asa and

sky, but they could not understand the signs of the

How do Matthew and Mark differ about additiond signsfor that “evil and adulterous
generation’?

What was the “sign of Jonah”? (See Matthew 12:38-40.)

Jesus warned His disciples to beware of the of the , the
, and of (Mark 8:15).

By what events should the disciples have been reassured about being fed themsalves?

Jesus was not redlly talking about litera when He gave Hiswarning to
them, but about the of the Pharisees and Sadducees.
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LESSON THIRTEEN-- GALILEAN MINISTRY (10)

Peter’s Confession-- Matthew 16:13-20; Mark 8:27-30; Luke 9:18-21

Foretelling Death-- Matthew 16:21-28; Mark 8:31-9:1; Luke 9:22-27
Transfiguration-- Matthew 17:1-13; Mark 9:2-13; Luke 9:28-36

Matthew 16:13-20 PETER'S CONFESSION

Mark 8:27-30

Luke9:18-21 1. Thisevent occurred in Caesarea Philippi (not Caesareq).

2.
3.

4.

a Itwasaregion of great naturd beaty.
b. Theworship of the Roman god Pan was widdly practiced there.
c. Herod Philip had built atemple there honoring Caesar Augustus.
d. It wasaregion where honor to men was widespread.
It was appropriate to honor Jesus where men were considered as supreme.
A blunt question was asked by Jesus: “Who do men say | an?’
a The answer would show which view the people held of Him.
b. Many opinions had been expressed by various persons.
(1) A carpenter’s son from an ordinary family (Matthew 13:55);
(2) A teacher inleague with Satan (Matthew 12:24);
(3) A manwho was*“out of hismind” (Mark 3:21).
(4) A glutton, awinebibber, afriend of tax collectors and snners
(Luke 7:34).
c. The correct answer would show His progress toward being accepted as
the foundation of God's plan for the world' s salvation. (See John 3:16.)
Therank and file of the Jews were changing their thinking about Him:
a Mog agreed that He was a“good man,” and multitudes followed Him;
b. Some regarded Him as a “teacher from God” (John 3:2);
c. Otherssaid He must be a“great prophet from the dead” (Luke 7:16);
d. Still othersidentified Him with some greet risen Jewish character:
(1) Hewassmilar to John the Baptist in His courage in teaching;
(2) Hewaslike Elijahin His opposition to fase reigious leaders,
(3) Heresembled Jeremiahin His compassion and sorrow over Sin;
(4) He spoke like a prophet of God after 400 years of slence.
e. These estimates of Him, of course, werein error.
(1) All were based only on human opinions. (See 2Corinthians 5:7.)

5. Another and more important question was addressed to the agpostles.

a Thesedistiples (“learners’) had “studied” Him for about two years.
b. Peter confessed for dl: “Y ou are the Chrigt, the Son of God!”
(1) Thisanswer was by faith, not opinion; it came from ample evidence.
(2) Andrew had testified to Peter of Jesus as the Messiah (John 1:41).
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(3 Philip connected Him with Moses and the prophets (John 1:45).
(4) Nathaniel was convinced by just one miraculous action (John 1:49).
(5) Numerous miracles were witnessed by dl. (See Matthew 14:33.)
(6) God had testified of Jesus’ divinity at His baptism (Matthew 3:17).
6. Confesson of Chrig’sdivinity isessential to salvation. (See 1John 4:2,3.)
a. Before and after baptism. (See Acts 8:37; Luke 12:8.)
7. Jesusis“Messa to Jews, “Chrig” to Gentiles and “Anointed” to dl.
a Kings, priests, and prophets were anointed among the Jews.
b. Jesus was anointed (chosen) by God to be all three!
c. “Chrig” has aspecia meaning for the Jews. aleader who would deliver
the nation from its enemies and retore it to its former prominence.
d. The aposties only had alimited understanding of “Chrigt.” (See Acts 1.6.)
8. Jesus was aso confessed as the * Son of the living God.”
a Hehad cdled Himsdf “the son of man” to emphasize His humanity.
b. They had often seen Him in exemplary behavior as aman.
c. But even the best of menisnot worthy or able to build God' s Kingdom.
(1) Great human kings had come and gone: Nebuchadnezzar, Cyrus,
Alexander, the Caesars-- none had built an enduring kingdom such
as God' swoud be (Danid 2:44).
d. Jesus divinity was crucid to His Kingdom's existence and significance,
9. Peter (and the others) was blessed for hisfath in Jesus. How blessed?
a. Notasareward for his confesson, but as a statement of his spiritudity.
b. Not asthe “prince of apostles’ and first “Pope’ of the church
10. Their spiritua status resulted from their priorities:
a “Feshand blood” (human evidence) was not the source of ther faith;
b. Faith came apart from Jesus “flesh and blood” characteridtics,
c. Only God's testimony by word and miracles underlay ther fath.
11. Significant promises were made to Peter because of his confession:
a Hewould bea (“small”) “rock” in the Kingdom through faith and action.
b. The Kingdom would be built on a (“great”) “rock.”
(1) Not on Peter (*Petros’--masculine noun) but on Christ’ s diivinity
(“Petra’ -- feminine noun).
c. Hades (place of the dead) would not prevent His building the church.
(1) Because death cannot deter Divinity'splans! (See Acts 2:29-33.)
d.. Peter (and the others-- Matthew 18:18) would “bind” and “loose”’ the
terms of the Kingdom and thus use the “keys.”
(1) By preaching the gospel to the lost (Acts 2:37-47).
(2) Wedso bind and loose through the gospel and use the same keys.
(3) Peter had no singular privileges, nor does the Pope today .
12. “Tdl noone...” that Jesusis the Messah and the builder of the Kingdom.
a People did not understand the nature of the Kingdom.
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b. Unspiritud ambitions for the Kingdom might squash spiritud third.
c. Trouble with Rome about a* kingdom’should be avoided if possible.

Matthew 16:21-28 FORETELLING DEATH

Mark 8:31-9:1

Luke 9:22-27 1. Jesus early ministry was focused on convincing men (especidly the disci-

2.

ples) that He was the Messiah.

Now the focus will change to convincing them that the redlization of God's

plan for the Kingdom was only possible through His suffering and desth.

a Thiswas adifficult task; some even reconciled His deeth and His King-
dom by two Messiahs--one to die, the other to rule on earth.

b. 1t would require repetition; He “began” to connect degth and life again.

. Peter presumed to “correct” the Lord’ s stated purpose: “Not so!”

a Had his recent “blessng” made him overconfident of hisingght?

. Peter was rebuked; he was “satan” (“adversary”) to Jesus clear purpose.

a. Peter was singled out for censure as he had been singled out for praise.
b. His rebuke must have “taken the wind out of hissalls’ (Romans 12:3).

5. Peter’s mistake is universd: minding men’sthings and not God's.

a God sway of victory over enemies was different from any plan of man

b. The gpostles ill gave physica meaningsto “Kingdom,” “enemies,” etc.

c. God'sforeknown plan: Jesus MUST die! (See Acts2:23.)

d. The“rock” [Peter] had stumbled over the “rock” [Jesus] (Romans 9:33).
(1) Hisfaith was yet weak (Romans 9:32).

6. Jesus taught a needed lesson based on the “cross’ and “lodng life.”

a The disciples were not above (different from) their Master: He would
suffer for the Kingdom, and so must they (Matthew 10:24).

b. He would bear a cross, and they would aso make great sacrifices.

c. Hewould not save His own life, and neither should they.

d. Hisgod was life beyond the grave, and so should theirs be (verse 26).

There was red motivation for any sacrifices necessary to the Kingdom:

a His second coming would turn defegt into victory, reward the faithful,

b. The Kingdom would comein power and very soon;

C. These promises seemed unlikely: their Maker was planning to die;

d. They must believe that God's power could overcome al obstacles.

Matthew 17:1-13 THE TRANSFIGURATION

Mark 9:2-13
Luke 9:28-36 1.

“Sx” days later (Matthew, Mark-- “Eight” days [Luke]), Jesus separated

three gpostles and took them to a high mountain (Hermon or Tabor?).

2. There he prayed. Prayer is often connected with sgnificant events:
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a Before His baptism (Luke 3:21); when Hisfame grew (Luke 5:16); before
choosing the twel ve ( Luke 6:12); before the question of His identity (Luke
9:18); at the trandfiguration (Luke 9:28); before teaching His disciples
to pray (Luke 11:1); in Gethsemane (Matthew 26:36-44), etc.
3. Jesuswas “trandfigured’ before them.
a Latin: “Appear across,” Greek” “Metamorphosed” (a complete change,
as when a caterpillar changesinto a butterfly).
b. Luke avoidsthe Greek term, perhaps because of Gentile “gods’ who
changed forms, His word was. “became different;” “was dtered.”
c. Thiswas a change within and without.
d. His“face shone” (Matthew); His clothes were “ shining white’” (Mark).
e. Thisphenomenon was an illudtration of the power of the Kingdom
f. G. Campbdl Morgan: “Thiswas not the proof of His deity; it was proof of
His absolute, essentid, and victorious humanity.”
4. Moses [the Law] and Elijah[the prophets] (Matthew 22:40) “appeared.”
a Taked of His“decease’ at Jerusdem about to be accomplished (Luke).
5. The disciples awoke and were afraid of what they had witnessed.
6. Peter “did not know what to say,” but spoke anyway: “It is good to be here.”
a. Moses and Elijahwere leaving (Luke); Peter wanted them to stay.
b. This scenelikely agreed with hisidea of the Kingdom’s glory-- “good.”
c. Peter’semphasswas on the life, not the death of Jesus (Matthew 16:22).
(1) Tabernacleswould be placesto dwell in and stop the death plans.
7. A doud and avoice (Matthew 17:5,6).
a. “l am pleased-- hear Him when He spesks of His coming deeth!
b. “Jesusonly” was left; Hisword isthe last word and the only word to
listen to about what God has planned for the coming of His Kingdom.
c¢. Thisvison was not fully appreciated by the gpostles until Jesus' eternd
life had been verified by the resurrection (2Peter 1:17,18).
8. The disciples were confused about Moses and Hlijah.
a. Why were they adlowed to leave, when Maachi 4:4-6 seemed to cal for
Hlijah's participation in God' s plan for the Kingdom?
9. Jesus explained the prophecy that confused them:
a John had done the work that “Elijah” was to do (Luke 1:17);
(1) Inthe“goirit and power of Elijah.”
b. John had been killed for doing the work of God; so would Jesus.
10. Thedisciples“understood” the point of the vison and the prophecy.
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QUESTIONS ON THE SYNOPTIC GOSPEL S-- LESSON THIRTEEN

Read: Matthew 16:13-28; 17:1-13
Mark 8:27- 9:13
Luke 9:18-36

1. Jesuswasin the area of when the question of His
true identity arose.

2. All three writersinclude and inthedisciples answer to
Jesus' question. Only mentions

3. “Men” dso thought that Jesus might be one of the risen
again.

4, confessed that Jesus was the , the Son of the

5. From whom had Peter and the others received the truth about Jesus’ identity? From whom (or
what) had they not learned who He redly was?

6. “Peter” wasa“little stone,” but Christ’s church would be built on a*“ great

7. What was the truth upon which the church would be built?

8. The of could not upset Chrigt’s plans for building His
church.
9. To Peter (and aso the other apostles--Matthew 18:18) were given the of the
. What they or on

earth would be treated the same way in

10. Jesusforetold His death at the hands of the , the ,
and the

11. What welcome promise was attached to the unwelcome promise of His death?
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22,

What unexpected name did Jesus cal Peter? Why did He use that name?

To follow Jesus, one must take up his daily. Hewho would
hislifewill lose it, but one who will hislifewill saveit. What isthe
meaning of thistruth?

Those now ashamed of Christ will receive what trestment in the judgment?

Some of those who heard Jesus would not “taste of " before the
of came with power. When did this happen?

Which three apostles did Jesus take with Him to the trandfiguration? Which one of the
“origind” disciples was not included in this event?

Describe Jesus changed appearance during the transfiguration.

Who appeared and spoke to Jesus on the mountain? What did they talk about?

wanted to build : onefor

onefor , and onefor

Why did he make such an ingppropriate suggestion to Jesus?

All three writers report that out of a came God'svoice saying, “Thisis
my . Him!”

What did the gpostles do that prevented them from knowing immediately that M oses and
Elijah had |€ft the scene? Who done remained of the three great men of God?
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LESSON FOURTEEN-- GALILEAN MINISTRY (11)

Demoniac Boy Healed-- Matthew17:14-20; Mark 9:14-29; L uke 9:37-43
Foretelling Death Again-- Matthew 17:22,23; Mark 9:30-32; Luke 9:43-45
Shekel in Fish’'s Mouth-- Matthew 17:24-27

Humility and Forgiveness-- Matthew 18:1-35; Mark 9:33b-50; L uke 9:46-50

Matthew 17:14-20 DEMONIAC BOY HEALED

Mark 9:14-29

Luke 9:37-43 1. Thissceneisin great contrast with the Trandfiguration scene.
2. The Trandfiguration showed Chrig in His divine glory and forecast the glory

of man's possible sate in eternity. (See 1John 3:2.)

3. Thisheding shows Chrig in His humanity and focuses on the sin and suffer-

ing of man’s actual date in thisworld.

4. Everyone esewas heplessto provide any relief for the afflicted boy.

5.

a Eventhe apostles could not cast out the demon.

b. They had cast out demons previously (Matthew 10:8).

c. Ther faith had wavered since Jesus foretold His deeth (Matthew 16:21ff).
God's only Son alone had the power to rescue aman’s only son.

6. The boy was possessed by a“mute spirit” and suffered awful consequences.

a. His“epllepsy” (Matthew) was not amedica problem; Luke, a physician,
identified the problem as caused by a“demon” (Luke 9:42).
Unbdlief in His disciples frusirated Jesus as nothing e se could. “How long
will it taketo indtill ared faith inyou?” “What more can | do?’
a Thewhole society was “fathless and perverse’ (“twisted, upside down”).
b. Any “generation” becomes perverse when faith is abandoned.

8. The gpostles were puzzled over their inability to cast out the demon.

a They might have used various excuses. ahard case, opposition, etc.
b. Jesuswas pointed in His answer: “Because of your unbelief.”
c. Tota trust in God' s power was essential; prayer and fasting were needed.

9. Thefather' sfaith was dso imperfect: “If you can do anything...”
10. “Little’” fath must become agrowing faith; stagnation displeases the Lord.

(See Revelation 3:14-16.)

11. Our faith donelimits God's power in us (Philippians 4:13).

a Our faithlessness distresses God even more than that of snners.

Matthew 17:22,23 FORETELLING DEATH AGAIN

Mark 9:30-32

Luke 9:43-45 1.

Peter’s confesson (Matthew 16) was thus far the gpostles’ greatest expres-
sonof fath in the divinity of Jesus.
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Matthew 17:24-27

5.

a They learned that the Kingdom would be built on that truth.
b. They would in turn be given the responshility of binding and loosing.
c. Evena limited understanding doubtless was encouraging to them.
“From that time” (Matthew 16:21) Jesus began to warn of degth as part of
Hismisson aswell asthars.
a Thisdid not fit expectations-- a kingdom, a king, power over others, etc.
b. Peter said, “No!” The others probably had the same opinion.
c¢. Fear and uncertainty tugged at their spirits as their confidence waned.
The Trandfiguration should have bolstered their faith in Jesus' invincbility.
a. Peter later connected this scene with “His mgjesty” (2Peter 1:16).
b. Ther inability to cast out the demon further eroded their confidencein
ther relaionship with the “Messah.”
This new warning brought great “ sorrow” to the apostles (Matthew 17:23).
a They only heard, “They will kill him,” and not “He will beraised up.”
b. The resurrection was aways connected by Jesusto His crucifixion
(1) Old idess are dways hard to replace with new ones.
c. Perhaps“resurrection” was to them asit was to Martha (John 11:23,24).
(1) Perhapsthey conddered it to be just afigurative expresson
(2) Thisin spite of having witnessed red resurrections: the widow's
son (Luke 7:14,15) and Jairus daughter (Luke 8:49,55).
Jesus redized ther difficulty in comprehending the prospect of His desath.
a. “Let these words sink down into your ears.”
b. They 4ill failed to understand and were afraid to ask anything further.

SHEKEL IN FISH'SMOUTH

1
2.

Jesus and His disciples were now back in Capernaum.

Anissue over the “templetax’ [NKJV], “hdf shekd” [ASV] arose.

a The“bekah’ (hdf shekd) was paid as redemption money (Exodus 38:26).
b. Thetax had become less religious but was il required of al.

c. The collectors raised a negative issue-- “does He not pay...?’

Peter gpparently had no real knowledge that Jesus customarily paid the tax.
a Thetax had not been paid but would be, “lest we offend them.”

Jesus judtification for not paying the temple tax had escaped Peter.

a. Kings sons are exempt from taxes levied by those kings.

b. Thetemple tax waslevied by the Great King-- His Son was exempt.
Jesus method of payment would stress His totd control of worldly things.
a The payment of the tax would not diminish His authority over dl things.
b. The miracle eevated His power over the world in the gpostles minds.
¢. Hewanted “not to offend” in civil matters, nor must we (Romans 13).
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Matthew 18:1-35
Mark 9:33-50
Luke 9:46-50

6. The problem was solved with the coin found in the fish’s mouth
a. A “dater” [Greek] was the exact amount to pay for two persons.
b. Peter redized that he, too, held specid status with the King asa“son.”

HUMILITY AND FORGIVENESS

1. The gpostles had basic human problems with pride and ambition.
a They had disputed about greatnessin the Kingdom of God.
b. They likey envisioned themselves in powerful rolesin that Kingdom.
(1) Peter, James, and John perhaps “puffed up” from the transfiguration.
c¢. Jesusinitiated the discussion about greatness in asking about the dispute.
(1) They “kept sllent,” and were probably embarassed to be “found out.”
(2) They then asked directly of Jesus, “Who is grestest ... 7"
d. Jesus saw their need of ingruction and warning about pride and ambition.
2. The Kingdom would embrace two basic qudities:
a. Spiritud service- citizens oirits must grow into Hisimage (Colossans
3:10; 1Peter 2:21).
(1) Wegrow by serving asHedid, not by being served.
(2) Thus, greatness (importance) comes through our service to others.
b. Forgiveness- God's plan that they would preach to the world was
centered around God' s forgiveness of those who had sinned againg Him.
(1) Jesuswould soon display absolute forgiveness. (See Luke 23:34.)
(2 Hisfollowers mug imitate their King's forgiving spirit.
(3) Forgivenesswould be acore virtue (Mark 11:26; Matthew 6:12).
(4) Human “greatness’ rests on strict compliance to law,not forgiveness.
3. Service and Forgiveness both spring from a humble heart.
a Christ would display an “unkingly” humility. (See Philippians 2:8.)
b. Such humility was not yet found in His*“main men” (apostles).
(1) It would be dow to develop (Matthew 20:20-24; Gdatians 2:11,12).
4. Matthew 18 deds with humility of heart and itsimplications for disciples.
a. It respondsto the question: “Who then is greatest in the kingdom?’
(1) Theapostles ambition had been challenged; they wanted answers.
b. Jesus dedlt with severd issues not anticipated by the questioners:
(1) Humility determines Kingdom grestness (verses 2-5);
(2) Humility avoids causing sumbling at any cost (verses 6-9);
(3) Humility prompts concern for all the lost (verses 10-14);
(4) Humility resolves persond differences (verses 15-20);
(5) Humility isunlimited in its gpplications to life (verses 21,22);
(6) Humble people forgive because God forgives them (verses 23-35).
5. Only the humble can become great in God' s Kingdom (verses 2-5).
a The"proud’” must humble themselves to get into the Kingdom.
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10.

b. The saint'sgod isthe humility displayed by little children.
(1) We must redize imperfections and the need to improve ourselves.
(2) We must acknowledge the authority that dictates our improvemen.
(3) Wemust respond in sincerity and without guile or excuse.
Only the humble can avoid causing others to ssumble (verses 6-9).
a. The humble place others good ahead of their own (Philippians 2:3,4).
b. Leading wesk brethren (“who believe’) adiray is very serious.
(1) Certain (spiritua) death results, asby a large stone cast into the sea.
c. No sdf-interest should make us Sn againgt a“little one.”
Only humble discipleswill be concerned for the lowly lost (verses 10-14).
a The apostles would be sent to convert dl people (Mark 16:15,16).
b. Thelowly people would be the most receptive (1Corinthians 1:26-31).
c. Angelsare devoted to the well-being of dl the saved (Hebrews 1:14).
(1) We serve God while serving the lowly.
d. God isunwilling for any to perish (2Peter3:9).
(1) We please God while pleasing the lowly.
Only the humble will respond properly to sins against them (verses 15-20).
a. Forgivenessisthe best indicator of a humble heart; pride retdiates.
b. This procedure isto be followed in the “ church.”
c. The progression: (1) one-on-one; (2) two or three witnesses, (3) the
church-- impresses the need to correct and recover the offender.
d. Thisprocedure of recovery or expulsion would be *“bound’and “loosed.”
(1) The church mugt discipline the unrdy (2Thessaonians 3:6).
Only the humble can forgive without limitations (verses 21,22).
a Jesuswas familiar with forgiving two or three times. (See Job 33:29,30).
b. Seven was very generous, Peter thought, and hard for prideful men.
c. God' sforgiveness--and ours- islimited only by a Snner’ s repentance.
Only the humble will understand the relationship between forgiving and
being forgiven (verses 23-35).
a God hasforgiven an unrepayable debt--$15 million+ silver, more in gold.
(1) Hiscompasson dictated His decision about mercy.
b. We may fal to forgive repayable debts-- $15+ dallars.
(1) Thereisno compasson in aproud, saf-serving heart.
(2) Weignorethe fact that others are our “fellow” servants.
c. The only thing God will not forgiveis an unforgiving heart!
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QUESTIONSON THE SYNOPTIC GOSPEL S-- LESSON FOURTEEN

Read: Matthew 17:14-27; 18:1-35

Mark 9:14-50
Luke 9:37-50
1. A man informed Jesus that his son was an and had a
The boy, hisonly , Often fell into the or into the

2. What had dready been doneto try to hed the boy? Whaose fault was the failure? Why?

3. If the apostles had genuine , they could even move a
Did this promise have any limitation? Why or why not?

4. How did the father display insufficient faith in Jesus power? How would this lack of faith
affect his son's heding?

5. Jesus cast out the and spirit, but the boy appeared to be
However, Jesus him, and the crowd was
6. The Lord advised His disciples that and should accompany

thiskind of heding. How does that requirement reinforce Mt. 17:20 and Mk. 9:23?

7. Jesus again foretold that He would be up and . He
aso promised His . Thediscipleswere but did not
His statements.

8. A qustion arose about Jesus paying the tax. Jesus clamed exemption
because He was God' s . Neverthdess, He paid the tax for Himsdf and for
with money found in the of a

9. What had occurred just before the disciples asked Jesus about greatness in the Kingdom?
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10. Jesusused a In answering their question.

11. Severd needed lessons were attached to children. What were they?
a. Entering the Kingdom:

b. Being great (first) in the Kingdom:

. Recalving Jesus:

d. Causing sumbling:

e. Despisng others:

12. The disciples forbade someone to out ? Why? Did Jesus
agree with their action? Why or why not?

13. “For hethat is not usis us.”
14. Evengiving a of will be rewarded, but under what
condition?

15. What was the Lord’ s lesson about hands, feet, eyes, and life and hel?

16. How did Jesus use one of ninety-nine sheep to teach the importance of every soul to God?

17. Givethe detals of the plan Jesus gave for settling disputes among brethren.

18. Forgiveness should be extended not just times but times.
How literaly should those numbers be teken? Why?

19. Forgiveness was stressed to the disciplesin terms of a and his

20 We should remember that God has forgiven us a great debt like the
taents, and we must not refuse forgiveness to others for asmall debt like the
denarii (pence).
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LESSON FIFTEEN-- PEREAN MINISTRY (1)

Final Departure-- Matthew 19:1,2; 8:18-22; Mark 10:1; Luke 9:51-62

Mission of the Seventy-- Luke 10:1-24
The“Good” Samaritan-- Luke 10:25-37

Visit to Mary and Martha-- Luke 10:38-42
Discourse on Prayer-- Luke 11:1-13
Discourse Against Pharisees—- Luke 11:37-54

Matthew 19:1,2; EINAL DEPARTURE
8:18-22

Mark 10:1 1. About five months had passed since Jesus discourse on forgiveness.
Luke 9:51-62 2. Only about Sx months remained in Jesus earthly minigry.
a. Thetime had come to be “received up a Jerusalem.”

3. Heleft Gdilee and went into Perea, called “the other sde of the Jordan.”

4. Reigiousleaders held Gdlilee in contempt, Pereain indifference.

5. He st out to go to Jerusdem for the Feast of Tabernacles (John 7:10).

6

7

8

. He sent messengers ahead to some Samaritan villages to prepare for Him.
. They were rgjected because Jesus manifested loydty to Jewish practices.
. James and John proposed swift destruction upon these unfriendly places.
a Ther spirit was contrary to Jesus’ spirit toward self-proclaimed enemies.
b. We can likewise migudge God' s attitude toward certain Stuations.
9. Someone raised the issue of the cost of discipleship, othersjoined in.
10. Jesus set ahigh cost for would-be disciples:
a. Security: He has nothing to offer them of materid things,
b. Responsibility. their dedication to Christ must hold the highest priority;
c. Relationships: serviceto God isthe disciple s most urgent business.
11. These people had insufficient faith for successful discipleship.
12. Great mutitudes were attracted to Jesus on His journey.

Lukel0:1-24 MISSION OF THE SEVENTY

1. Seventy disciples were sent to prepare “every place” where He was to go.

a Theapostles earlier misson had been smilar in nature (Maithew 10).
2. Ther ingtructions were specific:

a. Pray for other laborers to take up the challenge of the harves;

b. Be aware of the dangers and temptations of thelr mission;

c. Depend wholly on the Lord for their support while on the mission;

d. Redizethe urgency of their task--hold no prolonged “ conversations,”

i.e., don't dlow digtractions to interfere with your task;
e. Look for prospects to enhance the success of their misson;
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f. Encourage those who were receptive to the Kingdom message;
g. Denounce the unreceptive and warn them of their prospects.
(1) Thegospd aways separates people by their attitudes about truth.
(See 2Corinthians 2:15,16.)
3 The seventy returned from their misson with greet joy.
a Jesus had not mentioned demons, but they had cast them out.
b. He assessed their success: “ Satan fell from heaven.”
c. They seemed more pleased with miracle-power than with word-power.
(1) Ther work inthe harvest of souls “wrote their names in heaven.”
4. Jesusrgoiced that hearts had been opened to His Kingdom message.

Luke 10:25-37 THE “GOOD” SAMARITAN

1. A lawyer (teacher and interpreter of the Law) asked an important question.
2. Jesus dways connected eternd life with “keeping the commandments.”
(See Matthew 19:16,17.)
3. Thelawyer “tested” Jesus; he dready had his own pogtion on this matter.
a Many look for validation and not information in their inquiries.
4. Jesus did not respond directly but asked for the lawyer’ s position.
a Thisapproach may identify quickly where teaching is needed.
5. His components of eternd life were: love of God and love of neighbors.
6. Jesus confirmed the inclusiveness of these dements-- “you will live”
7. Thelawyer had another position that warranted examination.
a Jewslimited neighborliness to other Jews, never to Samaritans.
b. Such prejudice could not satisfy the demands of “love.”
8. Self-justification exposed the lawyer's pride rather than any humility.
9. Jesus could have answered the question, but sought an opportunity to teach:
a The correct view of the Law asaguideto agood life;
b. The need to break down barriers of prejudice toward other people;
c. Theresponshbility for world-wide brotherhood.
10. The story that Jesustold to answer this vital question:
a The characters (verses 30-33):
(1) A certain man-- who could be any of us;, we might need a neighbor!
(2) Thieves-Herod had dismissed 40,00 from public works, many, ac-
cording to Josephus, became thieves in Paegtine.
(3) A Priest-- 12,000 priestsin and around Jerusdem traveled to serve
in the temple by rotation.
(4) A Levite-- they were devoted to being helpersin the temple.
(5) A Samaritan-- despised by Jews, but possessed of the compassion
lacking in even the mogt religious Jews. He was the one most like
Jesusin his fundamenta character.
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b. The story line (verses 30-35):
(1) A man, possibly percelved as wedlthy, was robbed and beaten.
(2) Thepriest and Levite saw his distress, failed to respond.
(@ Something was wrong with these men or with their Law!
(3) The Samaritan acted toward the distress; gave short and long-term care.
(@ “Two denarii” (34 cents) perhapsindicates a poor Samaritan.
11. The quedtion, “Who is my neighbor?’ was answered by, “am | aneighbor?’
a. Dol love God and man enough to act like aneighbor?
b. Bea“naghbor’ if you want eternd lifel
c. Just knowing what isright is not enough-- do whet is right!
12. Other lessons taught by this sory:
a. Three common attitudes about reaionships.
(1) Thethieves- what isyoursismineif | can get it from you;
(2) Priest and Levite-- what ismineismine, and | will keep it even if
you need it more than | do;
(3) The Samaritan-- what ismineisyoursif you need it.
b. Three common attitudes about opportunities:
(1) Thethieves sought an opportunity to exploit aStuation;
(2) The priest and Levite sought an opportunity to evade a duty;
(3) The Samaritan sought an opportunity to serve aneed;
(4) Jesus sought an opportunity to teach a much-needed truth.

Luke 10:38-42 VISIT TOMARY AND MARTHA

1. A “cetan’ village (Bethany--John 11:1) and a* certain” woman (Martha).
2. Marthawas the epitome of hospitality who expressed love in a specid way.
a She welcomed Jesusinto her house.
b. Shewas"digracted” from more important to less important matters.
3. Mary was focused on learning as much as possible from Jesus.
a Thiswasa“good part” that must take priority over everything ese.
4. Distipleship (learning) requires more than just serving.
a Thisincident is baanced againg the story of the “Good” Samaritan.
b. Disciples must receive from Jesus as well asgiveto Him.
c. “Takemy yoke” (work) and “learn of me” makes us complete.
d. Bible study, worship, and active service are equaly important.

Luke 11:1-13 DISCOURSE ON PRAYER

1. Jesus’ example prompted arequest for teaching about prayer.
2. Hegavea“modd prayer” as He taught about vain repetitions (Matthew 6).
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Luke 11:37-54

3. Hisused the same model now as He encouraged persistence in prayer.
a Theselikely are reports of two different incidents.
b. However, the words of the two prayers are nearly identical.
4. Jesusillustrated the importance of trusting God' s love and wisdom as avital
part of prayer by telling the sory of afriend’ s request for assstance.
a Persgtence often makes a difference in requests to our friends.
b. Perdastence will suredly make a difference in requests to God.
c. God'slove says: “AsK, seek, knock,” and He will answer His children.
5. God'sresponses to us are generous aswdl as certain.
a Hisgenerosty ispardleled by that of afather to his son.
b. God islove (1John 4:8) and He will supply our every need:
(1) Physicd needs “Daily bread.”
(2) Spiritud needs “Forgiveness, temptation, ddiverance.”
6. Jesus encouraged prayer as something we should want to do.

DISCOURSE AGAINST PHARISEES

1. Man'sspiritud “eye’ can be bad and cause darknessin him.
a Jesus had come to be the light of the world (John 8:12).
2. The Pharisees had dlowed their “eyes’ to darken their inner man.
a By dweling on external rituasinstead of inner development.
3. Jesuswasin constant conflict with the Pharisees about these perversons.
a. TheLaw’s ceremonies wereintended to glorify God.
4. Thedinner invitation perhaps was seen as an opportunity to entrap Jesus.
a The host focused on Jesus failure to wash before esting.
5. Jesus response about washing criticized the Pharisees priorities.
a Theouter cdeansng of things was dl-important, e.g., cups and dishes.
b. Theinner corruption of people mattered little if rituals were observed.
c. God looks on the heart (1Samud 16:7) asit relates to ceremonies.
6. Three woes were pronounced on the Pharisees:
a. Woe for stressing details and ignoring justice and love for God;
(1) Both wereimportant-- the faithful will do “big” and “little’ things.
b. Woe for their pride and sdlf-aggrandizement;
(1) Their love was misplaced on themselves and not given to God.
c. Woe for their hypocrisy of life.
(1) Their corruption was hidden like graves; those who contacted them
often became defiled. (See Numbers 19:16.)
7. Thelawyers were offended by Jesus remarks about perverting the Law.
a “Thehit dog barks,” and “The rusty whed gets the grease.”
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8. Three woes also pronounced on their gross hypocrisy:
a. Woe for teaching things that hindered insteed of helped men to serve God,
b. Woe for “honoring” prophets with tombs while dishonoring them by
opposing their messages through the imposition of tradition;
(1) Atleast, their ancestors were honest whenthey killed the prophets!
(2) Both generations would receive retribution for their crimes.

c. Woe for denying people access to the truth and freedom from the Law.
9. The leaders became frantic to stop the exposures of their hypocrisy by Jesus.
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QUESTIONSON THE SYNOPTIC GOSPEL S-- LESSON FIFTEEN

Read: Luke 9:51-62; 10:1-42; 11:1-54

1. Avillagein would not receive Jesus because He was bound for
. Two disciples, and , wanted to
cal down from heaven just as had done long before.
2. Jesus appointed disciples whom He sent out by
as among
3. They were not to carry with them , , , or
, and they were not to anyone on the way.

4. How were the disciples to be supported while they traveled about? How would they select
where to stay and how would they decide how long to stay there?

5. What would they do when acity did not receive them? What would they say?

6. Judgment on Chorazin and Bethsaida would be harsh because they did not
when Jesus did in them. and
would have been moved to repent under Smilar circumstances.

7. Torgect the discipleswasto reject ; to reject Jesus was to reject

8. The disciples should not rgoice that they could control , but that their
were written in

9. The spiritud truths of Jesus would be hidden from the and
and would be revealed to

10. How would it be possible for anyone to truly understand the nature of either Father of Son?
What specid blessing had the apostles received that others had not?
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11.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Where did Jesus tell the lawyer that the way to eternd life might be found? What persond
respongbility did the lawyer have about possessing that knowledge?

The lawyer tried to himsdf by questioning who was his
Jesus answered by relating the parable of the

The charactersin this parable were: acertain , Some ,a
,a ,anda

The red neighbor was the one who showed on the man in need.
Jesus ample gpplication was, “ and do ”

Men will grant arequest if the asker is enough, or because the
asker isa . God will givethe to those
who ask Him.

Jesus was criticized by a because He had not
before

The Lord declared that “cleanliness’ on the was more important
than “cleanliness’ on the

What were some hypocritical acts of scribes and Pharisees that were condemned by Jesus?
a Tithing:

b. Seating:

c. Burden-bearing:

d. Building tombs:

The blood of the prophets, from to , would be
“required” of that generation.

His enemies and - Jesus and
tried to catch Him in something He might , and then they planned to
Him.
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LESSON SIXTEEN--PEREAN MINISTRY (2)

Trust and Judgment-- Luke 12:1-59 Reply toHerod's Threat-- Luke 13:31-35
SainGalileans- Luke 13:1-9 The Great Supper-- Luke 14:1-24
Woman Healed on Sabbath-- Luke 13:10-21 Counting the Cost-- Luke 14:25-35

Few Are Saved?-- Luke 13:22-30

Luke12:1-59 TRUST AND JUDGMENT

The Enemies of God's Work Are Active:

1. The scribes and Pharisees reacted to Jesus’ condemnation (Luke 11:53,54).
2. He dill was atractive to ordinary Jews (Luke 12:14).
3. He gave warning, guidance, and comfort to the gpostlesin hearing of the people.
4. Jesus warned them about the hypocrisy of the Pharisees (Luke 12:1).
a Earlier warnings had dedlt with their doctrines (Matthew 16:12).
b. “Hypocrisy” is* representing something to bewhat it isn't;” “playing a part.”
c. Traditions were used by the Pharisees to control, not benefit, the masses.
d. The Pharisaic party was originated during days of the Maccabean period to
preserve the purity and separateness of the Jews.
(1) It became over time anegative rather than a positive influence.

God's Work Would be Done Despite | ts Enemies:

e. Thetruth soon would prevail over hypocrisy: “coveredireveded,” etc.
f. The agpostles must guard againg hypocrisy in their own work (verse 3).
5. Jesus guided them toward right attitude toward the enemies of truth (verses 4,5).
a “Friends’ emphasized His deep concern for them. (See Luke 10:3.)
b. Their hearts must be devoid of false fear and full of true fear.
c. Only God can “kill” the red *you’-- the soul, not the bodly.
6. Jesus comforted them about God' s unfailing care for them (verses 6-12).
a. God will never abandon themin time of need. (See Psalm 23:4.)
b. Jesus will confessthem if they are faithful.
c. TheHoly Spirit will asss them in performing their duties.

God's Work isHindered by Human Frailties:

7. Aninterruption-- “divide the inheritance with me” (verses 13-15).
(90)



a Covetousness was a problem for both brothers.

b. Itisoften easer to focus on materid things rather than spiritud.

. Jesus parable intended to expose the dangers of covetousness (verses 16-21).

d. Lifeé squdity isdetermined not by man's“things’ but “God's” (See Matthew
16:23)

e. “Our” things belong to God; they are loaned to usto be used for His benfit

“ Cause and Effect” -- God's Work is Dependent Upon:

8. Repetition and reinforcement to the apostles about comfort (verses 22-53).

a God's provisonswill be supplied to those who trust Him (verses 22-34).
(1) Previously promised to al who exhibit trust (Matthew 6:25-34).
(2) God controls supply and demand, not man.
(3) Anxious“minds’ must refocus on cooperating with God in the pro-

vison of earthly blessings. (See 1Timothy 5:8.)

(4) What we “seek” depends on our priorities (verses 31,34).

b. Jesus support will be given to those who watch for Him (verses 35-48).
(1) TheLord will “come’ to establish the Kingdom; to judge the world.
(2) Thereward will be great for the prepared--Jesus will “serve”
(3) Peter'squedtion-- “us’ or “dl”? Hismoativation is unclear.
(4) Jesus answer wasindirect but clear: specific and generd gpplication.

c. The Spirit’swork would generate sacrifices anong those who are willing to
emulate Jesus sacrifice (verses 49-53).
(1) The*firg’ of the Spirit’s work would separate faithful from unfaithful.
(2) Preaching would be the vehicle of separating “fire.” (See Acts 2:3, 41.)
(3) Thegospd brings both spiritud peace (harmony) and spiritud divison.

God' s Work Must Enjoy Sincere Dedication to be Truly Meaningful

9. The Pharisees “leaven of hypocrisy” was working in the people (verses 54-59).
a They faled to “judge what wasright” in spiritual matters.
b. Yet, they judged natural matters without trouble.
c. Serious consequences would follow their hypocrisy.
(1) Civil disputes were decided by fdlible officids, and pendties were severe.
(2) Spiritud digputes (disobedience) are decided by an infallible God whose
penalties can be even more severe for the one who “loses’ his* case.”

Luke131-9 SLAIN GALILEANS

1. Judeans (Pereans) cited certain previous murders by Pilate of some Gdlileans.
a Perhaps as their response to the lesson just taught about Sn and insincerity.
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b. Werethey saying, “They got what they deserved!” ?

c. Many believe that calamity always results from misbehavior.
2. God dedswith dl an and dl snnersdike spiritudly but not physicaly.

a. Judeans were also subject to caamity; they were not spiritualy superior.
Snners (including Judeans and Gdlileans) would perish for their Sns
The absence of physical caamity proves nothing about spiritud retribution.
“A man can perish though Pilate never day him. He can perish though no
tower crush him. He may diein his bed, with his friends dl about him; and
even have music while he dies; but he will be damned unless he repent”
(G. Campbell Morgan).
3. The parable of the barren fig tree was designed to teach the Jews that:

a God does not deal with nations (or individuals) by physica vengeance.

b. He dedswith everyone with arighteous mercy.

c. Fathfulnessin fruit-bearing is required; ample opportunity is given to bear.

d. Hissoiritud punishment isfair but certain for the cardess snner.

e oo

Luke13:10-21 WOMAN HEALED ON SABBATH

=

Thisisanother “sabbath incident” that infuriated the Jewish leadership.
2. Jesus “saw” this woman differently than they did; He saw her as
a A fathful woman- a“daughter of Abraham;”
b. A good woman bound by Satan through no fault of her own;
c. A felow human who had suffered much and for along time;
d. A “wrong” that needed to be “righted” by divine intervention.
3. Surdy, none would question the rightness of Jesus' action!
a But-- theruler of the synagogue did!
b. Someone will dways denigrate laudable actions to bolster their own agendas.
4. The ruler misapplied Sabbath teaching to support his human tradition
a. “Work” necessary or beneficia to men was not excluded. (See Mark 2:27).
b. Jewish leaders agreed with this when it benefited them (verse 15).
c. Their red objection obviously was againgt Jesus, not the “work” He did.
d. They would “loose’ (work) animas but denied Him the right to “loose”
(work) afathful woman from her bondage.
5. The leaders were shamed, and the people rejoiced a His “glorious” work.

Luke 13:22-30 FEW ARE SAVED?

1. Someone (?) asked atroubling question: “Will only afew be saved?’

2. Jesus had aready spoken about this. (See Matthew 7:13,14,22,23.)

3. Theredity of God's demands was snking in: sincerity, repentance, and service.
a Any sincere and observant person might wonder the same thing.
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4. Jesus’ answver was in the form of a serious warning:
a. Striveto conform to the strictness of the Kingdom' s law;
b. Enter the Kingdom while opportunity remains,
c. Don't assumethat superficid rather than saving knowledge will suffice
d. Understand that the obedient will be saved and the disobedient will be logt;
e. The use of opportunity will weigh heavily in determining who will be saved.

Luke1331-35 REPLY TOHEROD'S THREAT

1. Jesus answer (“firgt shal belast”) chdlenged Pharisee (the “fire”) salvation.
2. They warned Him of Herod' s plan, not from friendship but in cunning.
3. Herod hoped to frighten Jesusto flee to Judea and be killed by strong leaders.
4. The*fox” by cunning plans was unable to change God's plan for Jesus:

a Hewould finish Hiswork of hedling and casting out demons;

b. Then He would complete His “work” of the crucifixion and resurrection.
5. The people never responded to His dedication with their own dedication

a Jerusalem was especidly unresponsive in spite of the greatest opportunities.
6. Their response to His “houseg’ (kingdom) made their house “ desolate.”
7. Hewould enter Jerusdem not in flight but in triumph. (See Matthew 21:9-11.)

Matthew 22:1-14 THE GREAT SUPPER
Luke 14:1-24

1. Another effort to ensnare Jesus—- “they watched Him closdly.”
2. A man with dropsy had been “planted” for their purpose.
3. Jesus percaived their purpose and chalenged it with aforthright question.
a. Isheding on the Sabbath “work” or not?
4. Their slence manifested their dilemma-- can we condone the healing without dso
condoning the healer?
5. Jesus used an argument about animals and the Sabbath to confirm Hisright to
heal human distress on the Sabbath.
6. The Pharisees needed more teaching about pride and compassion.
7. Jesus seized an opportunity to deal with that need; He “noted” their behavior.
a Wefrequently fal to use our opportunities to promote the truth.
8. They chose (“sought”) the best places at supper.
a These places were a the center of each table of guests.
b. The very best place was at the center of the center table.
9. Pride and humility might be rewarded in very different ways a afesst.
a “Go down lower” or “go up higher” would humiliate or honor a guest.
10. Jesus deeper lesson was about the eternal consequences of pride and humility.
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Luke 14:25-35

11. Their guest lists a0 betrayed their pride; only “repayers’ who would stroke their
€gos wereinvited to their feasts.
a They were not interested in feeding the hungry and desolate.
b. They just fed those who would “feed” their pride.
12. Only deeds donein sincere compasson will be rewarded with God' s blessings.
13. Another parable was added by Jesus to stress this pride-and-humility lesson.
a It wasingtigated by an ingghtful guest at the feast (verse 15).
14. Jesus lesson on what is required to “eat bread in the Kingdom:”
a God richly furnishesthe table-- “dl things are ready;”
b. God determines the terms of the invitation-- “come;”
c. The prideful don’t want to come; they offer lame excuses of dl kinds.
d. God' sfeast providesroom for dl the humble and obedient guests who choose
to attend His Great Supper. (See Matthew 11:28-30.)

COUNTING THE COST

1. Many supposed they wanted to follow Jesus as disciples, their problem was that
they had not counted the cost of discipleship.
“To beforewarned isto be forearmed;” preparedness fosters per severance.
Many conflicts would arise to test their commitment. (See Matthew 10:22.)
Every loyalty and relationship must defer to loyaty and relationship to Chrigt.
On€eslifemust “di€’ on a“cross’ just as Jesus would do soon.
Two illugtrations made this fact clear: the costs of building atower and waging awar.
a “You’ would count the cost of building atower.
b. A “king” would count the cost of waging awar againgt an enemy.
c. Every successful endeavor has a cost that must be paid.
7. Jesuswas both the “you” and the “king” who would pay the cost of man’'s savation.
a. Hewould build a“tower” [His church] (Matthew 16:18).
b. Hewould wage the ultimate war againg Satan in building the church-- the “gates
of hades would not prevail againg its building (Maithew 16:18).
c. Therewasagreat cost attached-- His crucifixion-- but He had counted the cost
and was willing to pay the price.
8. Hisdistiples must adso count their cost of faithful service and bejust aswilling to
make any necessary sacrifice.

o0k wbd
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QUESTIONSON THE SYNOPTIC GOSPEL S-- LESSON SIXTEEN

Read: Matthew 22:1-14
Luke 12:1-59; 13:1-35; 14:1-35

1. Theleaven of the Phariseeswas , but Chrigt’ s teachings were not
secretive or devious. Everything covered would be openly.

2. Chrigtians should not fear physica but rather death.

3. Speaking against the of would be forgiven, but speaking
againgt the would not be forgiven.

4. “Take heed and beware of , for one's does not consist
inthe of the he possesses.”

5. Jesus taught the parable of the rich man to show the danger faced by one who lays up
for and is not rich toward

6. “Lifeismorethan , and the body is more than

7. Jesus used three things from nature to illustrate the watchcare of God: a
b. ; C.

8. Thelittle was given the of
ablessng far better than dl earthly blessngs.

9. What isthe relaionship between:?
a. Stripes and preparedness:

b. Opportunity and responsibility:

10. Jesus warned that He would divide in one
against and against

11. What two examples from Jewish history did Jesus use to show that unless people
they “will al likewise "

a

b.
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Theruler of the criticized Jesus for hedling awoman, infirm for

years, on the day.
Jews loosed their and on the Sabbath to be
, S0 surely it was gppropriate to loose this from

her disease on the

Jesus warned that obedience would put , , and
into the of God, but faling to obey His
teachings while they could would shut the of opportunity to others.
The opportunities offered by Jesusto werelikea
trying to shelter her under her
Matthew uses awedding feast to show the foolishness of refusing the
to the feast (sdvation). Luke usesthe feast to show the foolishness of having too much
after coming into the Kingdom.
We should give our “great suppers’ for the , the , the
, and the , knowing that they cannot
us.
What excuses were made by those invited to the great supper:?
a Land:
b. Oxen:
c. Wife:
What was the servant to do when his master ill had room at his supper after the “poor,
maimed, lame, and blind” had come?
To warn about the dangers of not counting the cost of discipleship, Jesus spoke of a man
who laid the of a but couild not
it. Hedsosadthat a must decide in advance
whether he can fight with soldiers againgt another king with
thousand.
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LESSON SEVENTEEN-- PEREAN MINISTRY (3)

Three Parables of the “Lost”-- Luke 15:1-32

Two Warnings About Faithfulness-- Luke 16:1-31
Ten Lepers-- Luke17:11-19

Luke15:1-32 THREE PARABLESOF THE “LOST”

1. Thischapter opens upon an ironica Stuation:
a Sinners*“drew near” to hear Jesus with good hearts despite bad lives.
b. Religious leaders came to criticize Jesuswith evil hearts and “ good” lives
c. Ther criticism focused on acritical matter--the sdvation of the log.
(1) Ther interestslay esewhere than in the well-being of others.
d. Saving the lost was Jesus sole mission on earth (Luke 19:10; John 3:16).
2. Their criticism exposed their fear that contact with sinners will defile saints.
a Christians can become corrupted by “evil company” (1Corinthians 15:33).
b. But-- we cannot be |leaven and light if we are isolated from dl snners.
3. Jesus ddivered three parablesin rapid succession about these leaders mistake.
a. Or, perhaps one parable with three digtinct parts (verse 3--“this parable”).
b. Apparently, one was inadequate to address a problem so serious.
c. All three have the same theme: (1) Theimportance and naturaness of our
concern for thelost, and (2) the necessity of effort to recover lost people.
d. All three have afavorable outcome only because of concern for what islost.
e. Thethree are progressive in the vaue of what was logt:
(1) A sheep-- one of ahundred;
(2) A coin-- Probably one of ten (footnote NKJV--"Greek drachma, a vau-
able coin often worn in a ten-piece garland by married womer");
(3) A son-- oneof only two.
f. All three parables display God' s reaction to the saving of lost souls:
(1) The sheep-- “Rgoice with me” “joy in heaven;”
(2) Thecoin-- “Reoicewith me;” “joy in the presence of angds of God;”
(3) Theson- “Bemerry;” “It wasright...make merry and be glad.”
g. One snner isworth everything! Canwe not try to save at least one and
give God cause to rgjoice?
4. Thethird parable (or part three) focuses on our poor priorities.
a. Things cannot compare to the value of even one human soul!
b. Yet, we often are least interested in recovering whet ismost precious to God.
(1) The elder brother represents the Pharisees and others like them.
(2) Their attitude toward the lost was one of superiority as was the brother’s.
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C.

A good father appreciates loydty, but hislove isnot logt through didoyaty.
(1) Hetreatsthe fathful and unfaithful differently while they are different.
(2) He requires humility, repentance, and obedience from dl.

(3) Heisquick to embrace anyone who chooses to “come home.”

5. There are three sonsin this parable:
a The younger son who broke his Father’ s heart through a gnful life;

b.
C.

The elder son who broke his Father’ s heart through asnful heart;
The Perfect Son (Jesus Christ) who never caused His Father any pain but who
aways lived in obedience to Him and shared His attitude toward lost men.

Lukel6:1-31 TWO WARNINGS ABOUT FAITHFULNESS

1. The[parable] of the unrighteous steward (verses 1-13).

a

b
C.
d

D

g

Served to warn the disciples and condemn unfathful Pharisees (verse 1,14).

. Some stewards |love money enough to dedl it.

This sleward recognized that money could serve his ungodly purposes.

. Money isnot good or bad initself; our attitude toward it determines whether

it isgood or bad for us. (See 1Timothy 6:10.)

The steward’ s awareness of money’ s uses, not his use of it, was commended.
Saints are often less aware of money’ s positive uses than snners are of its
negative uses (verse 8).

Money can make “friends’ that “receive us’ into (temporary) “houses’ or
into the “everlagting habitations.” (See John 14:2,3))

The true relaionship between money and savation

(1) Theuseof money isatest of our spiritual responsibility (verse 11).
(2) Theuseof money isatest of our spiritual stewardship (verse 12).
(3) The use of money isatest of our spiritual commitment (verse 13).
The relationship between faithfulnessin “much” or “little’ works both ways!

2. Another condemnation of the Pharisees hypocrisy (verses 14-18).
a They “derided” Him-- on what pretense?

b.

(1) Probably not about the love of money, though this was therr real reason.
His attitude about materia things was diametricaly opposed to theirs.

c. The Old Law taught the same truths about wealth and godliness as the New.

(1) The dispensation was changing, not mora truths. (See Hebrews 13:8.)
(2) Eg., Psdm 19:9,10; Proverbs 16:16.

d. The Phariseesled men away from what pleased God.
e. Jesusinjected some teaching about the sanctity of marriage (verse 18).

(1) Probably toillustrate further the fact of verse 15.

(2) God'sattitude is- He “hates’ divorce (Mdachi 2:16).

(3) The Pharisees attitude (according to the school of Hilld)-- divorce for
“any cause” (See Matthew 19:3)
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3. A second warning was given about the fact that Jesus affirmed in verse 16.
a. “New” religion hasreplaced “Old” religion as the basis for satus with God.
b. Thisnarrative may or may not be a parable, which is an unimportant detall.
(1) Ifitis it doneof dl parables cites a specific individud (“Lazarus”).
c. Therich manwaslikdy akin to the Phariseesin his attitude toward riches.
d. Therewasastark contrast betweentwo menin this life:
(1) Inwheat they wore: purple and fine linen; sores,
(2) Inwhat they ate: “sumptious’ fare; crumbs (or less);
(3) Inwherethey lived: afine house with agate; outdoors a the gate;
(4) In persond contacts. five brothers and servants; dogs who licked sores.
e. Thesetwo men had asmilar experience with dissmilar details.
(1) Both died, acommon experience for al men. (See Hebrews 9:27.)
(2) Therich manwas buried with eaborate arrangements.
(3) Lazarus waslikely buried in a potter’ s field with no publicity.
f. There was astarker contrast between them in the after life:
(1) Onewasin “Abraham’sbosom” (Hades- a place of blessng-- Matthew
16:18; Acts 2:31); the other was“in torments’ (Hades-- a place of
punishment-- 2Peter 2:4).
(2) Onehad “good things” the other had “evil” things.
(3) Onehad “water” (comfort); the other had none (comfort).
0. Thegresat divider between them had been their attitudes toward riches.
(1) No character flaws or strengths are mentioned in either man.
(2) Thereisno essential virtuein poverty or evil in riches.
(3) Therich man evidently had ignored Moses' and the prophets warnings
about the misuse of material blessngs from God.
(@ Other faults were possible, but the focus is on materidism.
(4) Lazarus evidently had trusted in God's Law despite his poverty, and
that kept him out of the “place of torments.
h. Lessonswe can learn from this narrative of Lazarus and the rich man:
(1) “It ishard for arich man to enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 19:23);
it isdifficult to separate a man from his pocketbook.
(2) Badc attitudes are hard to change, even by a messenger from the dead.
(@ Jesus resurrection proves this fact as nothing ese could.

Luke17:11-19 TEN LEPERS

1. A gap exists between verses 10 and 11 of Luke 17.
a Jesuswent to Lazarus tomb [not “Lazarus” in chapter 16]. (See John 11.)
2. Jesuswas il on Hisway to Jerusdem (Luke 13:22).
3. Ten lepersin a“certain village’ asked for mercy and were headled.
a. One Samaritan (verse 16) returned to Christ with thanksgiving.
b. Thenine (verse 17) perhaps were Jews, not “foreigners.”
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4. What this incident taught the Jews about their response to God' s blessings.
a. Those blessings are not confined to one nationdity of men.
b. No person should take God' s blessings for granted; He expects gratitude!
¢. God does not ignore His own Law (verse 14); He demands the same of us.
(See Leviticus 13:34.)
d. Man needsto be “healed” spiritually aswel as physicaly
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QUESTIONSON THE SYNOPTIC GOSPEL S-- LESSON SEVENTEEN

Read: Luke 15:1-32; 16:1-31; 17:11-19

1. Threethingswere “lost” in Luke 15. What were they? a. ;
b. ; C.

2. How does the comparative vaue of each thing (99/1; 9/1; 2/1) condemn the attitude of the
Pharisees (Luke 16:2)?

3. Heaven rgjoices (immediately) more over one who
than over - who need no

4. The of rejoice over the of just
one

5. One of two sons wasted his in living.

6. A severe caused the son to to

and confront the consequences of his behavior.

7. What did the son determineto do? To say? Did he keep his resolutions?

8. What did the father do to show the vaue he placed on his“lost” son?

9. The elder brother represented the scribes and Pharisees. In what way(s)?

10. Theimportance of using our spiritual opportunitiesisillustrated by a
man and his

11. One debtor owed a measures of : another owed
a measures of
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

The master commended his servant for taking and
measuresinstead. He was said to have dealt . Do you think
that this parable endorses dishonesty? Why or why not?

If we prove unfaithful in our use of riches (mammon), we will not be
entrusted with the riches of the Kingdom.
Christians must choose between and astowhich

will contral thair lives We must understand that one cannot serve

These lessons about using materia wedth properly were condemning of the ,

who loved , and they Jesus.

The and the were until :
Heaven and earth would fail before one of the would
fal.

A “certain” rich man was clothed in and .
He ate every day and received the “ things’
inthislife

Lazarus was full of and begged for food. He had received the ®

things’ inthislife

A great between and “ 's bosom”
prevented any contact between and the man.

The brothers of the rich man would not be saved from punishment by any direct intervention
but by hearing and the
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LESSON EIGHTEEN-- PEREAN MINISTRY (4)

Coming of the Kingdom-- Luke 17:20-37

Pharisees and Publicans- Luke 18:9-14

Concerning Divorce-- Matthew 19:3-12; Mark 10:2-12

Blessing Children-- Matthew 19:13-15; Mark 10:13-16; Luke 18:15-17
Rich Young Ruler-- Matthew 19:16-20; Mark 10:17-31; Luke 18:18-30

Luke17:20-37 COMING OF THE KINGDOM

1

The Pharisees questioned the Kingdom’s coming, probably to disparage it.
a. They saw no visible evidence of its coming-- no buildings, no earthly king,
no officers, uniforms, or organized activities appropriate to a kingdom.

. Jesus disassociated His Kingdom from physical observations of things, locations.

a HisKingdom is spiritual and operatesin the hearts of believers.

b. It needs no physica endowments or headquarters to function to please God.
The Kingdom on earth would come with definiteness and openness, but only
fallowing the crucifixion (verses 22-25).

Heaven's protection would be denied to those who had rejected the Kingdom.
a. Many would ignore God' s admonitions and pursue worldly things as others

had done before the flood and before Sodom'’ s punishment.

b. Dedruction would come swiftly and completely.

C. A separation would be determined by faithfulness to Christ; some would be
“taken,” some would be “|eft.”

d. These eventsforetdl the coming seige of Jerusalem and aso prophesy the
ultimate separation at Christ’s second coming. (See Matthew 24.)

e. Jerusdem was the center of rgection; it would be the center of retribution.
(1) Eaglesare attracted to the dead bodies of prey.
(2) Roman eagles (indgnia) would attack the “dead city” of the Jews.

Luke18:9-14 PHARISEES AND PUBLICANS

w

A parable of contrasts shows how God' s judgments differ from man's.
Two men serve to contrast the differences between:
a. Two groups of men-- Pharisees and “sinners.”
b. Two kinds of atitudes-- humility and self-judtification.
The basic contrast was between God-righteousness and seif-righteousness.
Both men went to pray, and both prayed, but their prayers were very different.
a. The Pharisee’ s prayer was about himself:

(1) Hehighly complimented himself on his own mordity;
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(2) Hewasthankful to himself, not to God, for himself and his many
accomplishments.
b. The publican’s prayer was about God's mercy and forgiveness.
5. Each man had different expectations of forgiveness:
a. The Pharisee was confident that he needed little, if any, forgiveness, he
prayed “with himsdf;”
b. The publican was keenly aware of his need for much forgiveness, his shame
would not dlow him even to “look &” God when he spoke to Him.
6. Each man’s prayer had a different outcome;
a. The “saif-judtified” man left the temple unjudtified;
b. The “unjudtified” man went home justified before God.
7. This parable was intended to censure the Pharisees and others who “trusted in
themsealves...and despised others.”

Matthew 19:3-12 CONCERNING DIVORCE
Mark 10:2-12

1. Anongoing controversy existed between disciples of Hilld and disciples of
Shammai about divorce among the Jews.
a They took contrary positions on Deuteronomy 24:1 and disputed the
meaning of “uncleanness’ as the reason for divorce.
b. Some accepted any cause, while others limited the grounds to adultery.
c. All agreed that divorce was permitted under Moses' Law.
2. Moses did not command a*“putting away,” because God hates divorce!
(See Mdachi 3:16.)
a Hiscommand concerned “teking back” following a divorce.
3. Confusion existed about the permanence of marraige because of a perceived
change in God's attitude abot it.
a But God always ingsted on permanence in marriage (See Genesis 2:24;
Ecdedastes 9:9; Mdachi 3:15b; Romans 7:2, etc.)
b. Man's atitude had changed; God allowed what He did not condone,
probably to protect the wife from the abuse of a dissatisfied husband.
c. Therewould be no need to interpret “uncleanness’ or “unseemly” if man's
heart had remained pure about his marriage.
4. Jesus exposed the evil in their hearts by not taking a podition on their dis-
agreement about divorce (verses 4,5).
a He smply urged arecommitment to God' s origind intent-- no divorce!
b. Divorce was never “lawful” (“conforming to law”); it was only permitted
temporarily because of the peculiar circumstances of society.
5. Jesus re-established God'sreal law (“thewill of acontrolling power”):
a Marriage is a permanent bond that man cannot break; only God can
release man from the bond (verse 6);
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6.

b. Only aspouse s unfaithfulnessis cause for God's permission to divorce
and remarry if the innocent’s hurt is too greet to bear (verse 9).

The disciples recognized the permanence of one’ s commitment for marriage.

a. Some should not marry; marriage is not commanded of anyone.

b. Thosewho are“able’ to confromto its permanency should marry; it is
not “good for manto be aone.” (See Genesis2:18.)

Matthew 19:13-15 BLESSING CHILDREN

Mark 10:13-16

Luke181517 1.

N

All parents want the best things for their children

a. Thisdesire can sometimes lead to poor judgment and evento sin.

These parents redlized that Jesus could bestow benefits on their children.
The disciples for some reason rebuked the parents; perhaps they thought
any interruption of Jesus time and purpose was not appropriate.

Jesus rebuked the rebukers-- “L et them come to Me”

a Hewas"greatly displeased” with the disciples behavior about this.
These children became an object lesson of what is required of men to
“come’ to Jesus-- humility, obedience, etc.

a. Only those like them can be in the Kingdom. (See Matthew 5:3,5,6,8,9.)

Matthew 19:16-20 THE RICH YOUNG RULER

Mark 10:17-31
Luke181830 1.

2.

3.

L

0.

A “young” [Matthew] “ruler” [Luke] asked Jesus about eternd life.
a. Acknowledged His “goodness’ and ability to teach on the subject.
Only God can speak about eternd life. (See Deuteronomy 8:3.)
a. Thus, Jesus was consdered as a “teacher come from God” (John 3:2).
Jesus pointed him to God’' s commandments.
a. Seethechart-- “The Rich Young Ruler and the Ten Command-
ments” -- for textua variations.
Jesus knew hislife violated the first commandment, for he had another god.
This ruler had the same problem as the brothersin Luke 12:13ff.
a Covetousness destroys spiritudity outside and inside the Kingdom.
Citizenship in any kingdom requires complete devation to the king.
a Itis“hard’ (impossble) to enter God's Kingdom until one divests him-
sdf of dl loydty to any other King.
No rich man (who “trugtsinriches’ [Mark]) can live in the Kingdom.
a God makesit possible through man's repentance from covetousness.
Loyaty to God will bring areward in the “regeneration.” (See Titus 3:5.)
a The gpostles would “judge” the fathful. (See John 12:48.)
b. “Everyone’” will exchange less for more in the Kingdom (verse 29).
The*“fird” (in materid goods) may be“last” in spiritua status with God.
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10. The*“last” can become “first” in the Kingdom by possessing the right

11

12.

outlook on the comparative vaue of physca and spiritud things.

The parable about workers was added by Jesus to emphasize a different

truth: God will decide by His standards who will regp the Kingdom's

rewards and be “first” (Matthew 20:1-16).

This parable about the “first” and the “last” teaches two vitd lessons

a Totheindividud-- it is not the one who works the longest who is
“first” but the one who takes the greatest advantage of opportunity.

b. Tothe Jewish nation-- The Jews have no advantage over the Gentiles
merely because of alonger connection with the Kingdom.
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THE RICH YOUNG RULER AND THE TEN COMMANDMENTS

L AW- Exodus 20; Deuteronomy 5

10.

Matthew 19:16-22 Mark 10:17-31 Luke 18:18-30

No other gods beforeMe - e e
Noidol worship ~ ——eeem e e
No disrespect of God’'sname - eeeeem e
No disrespect of God’'sday ~  -——--— e e

Honor father and mother Honor father and mother (5) Honor father and mother (6)  Honor father and mother (5)

Not murder Not murder (1) Not murder (2) Not murder (2)

Not commit adultery Not commit adultery (2) Not commit adultery (1) Not commit adultery (1)
Not steal Not stedl (3) Not stedl (3) Not stedl (3)

Not bear false witness Not bear false witness (4) Not bear false witness (4) Not bear false witness (4)
Not covet Love neighbor [not covet] (6)  Not defraud [not covet] (5)

[ The numbersin () indicate the order in which the Commandments are listed by each writer]



QUESTIONS ON THE SYNOPTIC GOSPELS LESSON EIGHTEEN

Read: Matthew 19:3-16; 20:1-16
Mark 10:2-31
Luke 17:20-37; 18:9-30

1. Jesus’ Kingdom would not come with ,butitis you.

2. The Lord would many things and be by that
before His " day” should come.

3. Destruction would come upon the unprepared. Asin the days of , they would
continue to , , and
4. Likewise, inthe days of , the people of Sodom
, : , and

5. Three stuations show the suddenness and unexpectedness of Jesus coming:
a. Bed:

b. Grinding:

c. FHeld:

6. What things did the Pharisees list that He didn't do and the things He did do:

Didn't do: a. ; b. ; C.
Diddo: a ; b.
7. The publican (tax collector) said: “God be tome, a 1”
By thishe was rather than the Pharisee.
8. The Pharisee asked about divorcing for to Jesus.
9. Moses had alowed putting away because of hearts, but this had not been
permitted at the
10. Only was reason enough to divorce and again.
11. What had joined together, let not put
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

All three writers agree that one must become like a to enter
the , because those in the areto be
like

Locate verses which indicate that Jesus talked with a“rich young ruler:”
a. Rich:
b. Young:
c. Ruler:

Which commandments in the Law of Mases had the young ruler kept from his youth?

a d.
b. e
C. f.

Jesus ingructions about eternd |life saddened the ruler, for he had
. What were those instructions;?

a

b.

Itiseadser fora to go through the of a

than for a man to enter the of God.

Mark explains that Jesus referred to one who in hisriches.

Those who sacrifice their will receive a now
and in the world to come.

What six times of day are mentioned in the parable of the laborers in the vineyard?

a d.

b. e

C. f.

Although the promised wage for work in the vineyard was a , those
hired supposed that they would receive
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LESSON NINETEEN-- PEREAN MINISTRY (5)

Crucifixion Foretold-- Matthew 20:17-19; Mark 10:32-34; Luke 18:31-34
Apostles Ambition-- Matthew 20:20-28; Mark 10:35-45

Blind Men Hedled-- Matthew 20:29-34; Mark 10:46-52; L uke 18:35-43
Visit toZacchaeus—- Luke 19:1-10

Parable of the Pounds-- Luke 19:11-28
Anointing of Jesus-- Matthew 26:6-13; Mark 14:3-9

Matthew 20:17-19 CRUCIFIXION FORETOLD
Mark 10:32-34
Luke18:31-3¢ 1. Theultimate destination of Jesus travelsis mentioned often by Luke:
a Luke9:31-- “...Hisdecease ...at Jerusalem”
b. Luke 9:51-- “...He sedfastly set Hisface to go to Jerusdem.”
c. Luke 13:22-- “...and journeying toward Jerusalem.”
d. Luke17:11-- “Now it happened as He went to Jerusalem...”
e. Luke18:31-- “...Behold, we go up to Jerusdem.” [Thislesson|
f. Luke 19:11-- “...because He was nigh to Jerusdem...”
g. Luke 19:28-- “...He went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem..
2. They must focus on Jerusdem; the focus of His misson would occur there.
a Thiswasawarning to prepare them for alag, greet tes of faith.
b. Thiswas an encouragement that His death would end in His resurrection.
3. This announcement gave them God' s full plan for His Son (Luke 18:31):
a. “Wego up to Jerusdem...”
b. “All things ...concerning the Son of man will be accomplished.”
4. Luke givesthe details and unfolds the plan during the rest of his gospd!:

Ddal Luke's Account
a “Upto Jerusdem” 18:35-19:44
b. “Beddivered to the Gentiles’ 19:45-23:1
c. “Mocked and insulted” 23:2-24
d. “Put Him to death” 23:25-56
e “Hewill rise again” 24:1-12

5. Jesuswas certain of the detalls, for God had planned it dl in detall.

a. It was"accomplished;” it did not just “happen.” (See Acts 2:23,24.)

b. Jesuswould be awilling participant in Israd’ s ultimate Sin (crucifixion).

c. Romeingsted on judtice under law, but every law would be violated.

d. Mak uses strong language: ... “and kill Him.” Murder wasin their plan!
["That isgninitsfind manifestation in human higtory. They killed Him.
There are many things recorded in human history, which are dreadful, but
nothing quite so gppalling and o terrible as the murder of Jesus. Thensin
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expressed itsdlf ultimately and finaly. It did itsworg, and its uttermost.
When | remember Who Heiis, and what manner of man Hewasin dl His
life and conduct and speech and ministry, and see Him done to death on
Cavary’s cross, then, unless there is some explanation of this thing which
is degper than the historical, and profounder than the happening, | declare
that this universe is not governed by a good God, or He never would have
permitted it. But presently, when the light of resurrection flashes back
upon the cross, and the Day of Pentecost comes, | see debased humanity,
Jew and Roman dike, being born into a new spirit and a new manner of
life, and the rivers of purity beginning to flow through humean affairs, then

| know there is something deeper in that death than the murder, then |
know that if that was the ultimate of ain, it was dso the ultimate of grace.”
--G. Campbdl Morgan, The Gospd According to L uke]

6. Jesus was not to be avictim, but a Victor, on the cross.
7. The gpostles did not comprehend the significance of God's plan for Jesus.

a They could grasp the consequences of His going to Jerusalem.
b. But, the consequences of a“resurrection” was beyond them at thistime.

Matthew 20:20-28 APOSTLES AMBITION

Mark 10:35-45

1

2.

James, John, and Sdome (their mother) joined in arequest for the chief sedts.
a. Sdome likdy was Mary’ssder, Jesus aunt; the men were His cousins.
These gpostles had been favored at the Trandfiguration; Jesus “loved” John.

3. Thisrequest reveaed both loyalty and an ambition born of ignorance.

a They had earlier displayed an ignorant loyalty to Jesus:
(1) Mark 9:38-- John was jealous of others' power to cast out demons;
(2) Luke 9:54ff--Both overreacted to the Samaritans rgection of Chrigt.
b. They did not grasp the physical consequences of what they asked.
(1) They would drink the cup of suffering and be baptized with trids
smilar to those that Jesus would undergo.
(2) James soon would be killed (Acts 12:1,2), and John would later be
banished to theidand of Patmos (Revelation 1.9).
c. They did not grasp the spiritual consequences of what they asked.
(1) They had afaulty view of the Kingdom's nature and of serviceinit.
(2) They failed to see the ingppropriateness of adesire to be “first.”

4. The other gpostles were indignant against James and John.

a All had argued earlier about this “greatness’ in the Kingdom (Mark 9:34).

b. Werethey angry because others had “ beaten them to the punch”?

c. Peter was not openly involved in this dispute; he had no aspirations to be
“firg” in the Kingdom as the Catholic Church has cast him in Pope srole.

5. All disciples must seek greatness with God just as Jesus did (verse 28).
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a He came to sarve-- thiswould make Him aman to be admired.
b. He came to save-- thiswould make Him our God to be wor shiped.

Matthew 20:29-34 BLIND MEN HEALED

Mark 10:46-52

Luke18:3543 1. Luke records Jesus entering Jericho, meeting one blind man.

2.

3.
4,

Matthew and Mark record His leaving; Matthew includes two blind men and
Mark specifies blind Bartimeeus only.

Probably, this was one incident with two blind men

There were “two” Jerichos--an older and a newer city, one inside the other.

a. AsJesus entered the older part, He | eft the newer section of the city.

b. Thiswould explain the Smultaneous “entering” and “leaving.”

Here Jesus demonstrated His previous teaching about greatness and serving.
a He“waked the walk,”and did not just “tak the talk,” as so many do.

b. His example condemned Pharisees who “say and do not” (Matthew 23:3).

Luke19:1-10  VISIT TO ZACCHAEUS

1

g~ wnN

8.

In (the new) Jericho, Jesus encountered Zacchaeus, a“weelittle man”

a Hewasatax collector and “rich.”

b. Most tax collectors were likely dishonest under the Roman system.

Jesus' identity was blocked to Zacchaeus by the crowd.

He climbed atree to “ see who Jesuswas’ when an unusual commotion arose.
Hejoyfully received Jesus when astranger cdled him by his name-- unusud!
Many criticized Jesus association with such a“snner.”

a. The Savior was merely doing what He came to do.

b. He successfully found and saved alost soul--mission accomplished.!

Can we imagine what lessons of discipleship He taught Zacchaeus that day?
We know theresult of what He taught:

a “I will give haf my goods to the poor.” Had he taken hadf from the poor?
b. “I will restore fourfold.” Wasthis an admisson of guilt?

Repentance demands changing the future and repairing the past.

Luke19:11-28  PARABLE OF THE POUNDS

1. This parable was designed to explain further about the Kingdom.

2.

a. They were“near Jerusdem,” and time was running out for Him and them.
b. They likely expected the earthly kingdom to materidize there soon.

He spoke of anobleman going afar to “receive’ akingdom.

a Hewoudreturn.

b. He gave his servants responsibilities while he was avay.
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Matthew 26:6-13
Mark 14:3-9

c. Thecitizens (not servants) rebelled aging hisrule.

d. He demanded an accounting by his servants when he returned.

e. Thefaithful oneswere blessed according to ther faithfulness.
f. Theunfaithful one was divested of his potentia blessng.

g. The nobleman’s enemies were dain for their rebelion.
This parable perhaps was based on Archelaus attempt to ascend Herod's
throne. His effort was thwarted, and later he was deposed atogether.

a. Archdaus faled to obtain his throne; Jesus would receive His Kingdom.
b. Thistook place following the resurrection and ascension (Acts 2:33,36).
This parable teaches the responghility of opportunity.

a All ten had one “mind’ (pound) each with which to trade.
The parable of talents (Matthew 25:14-30) teaches responsbility of ability.
a Each servant had a different amount to use in business.
This parable stresses the ultimate punishment of unbelievers and backsliders.
It also teaches the need for faithfulness (in the gpostles and others) until the
Kingdom findly cameinto being. (See Actsl:6,7.)

ANOINTING OF JESUS

1. Thispassageis possbly out of chronologica order and actually occurred

prior to Jesus entry into Jerusalem.
a Placingit just before the betraya would help to explain Judas greed and
hiswillingness to betrayJesus for money.

2. John gives certain details omitted by Matthew and Mark (John 12:1-8):

w

a Thisevent happened six days before the Passover feast;
b. It took place during a supper prepared for the Lord;
c. Thewoman was Mary, the Sster of Lazarus,
d. The prime objector to her action was Judas |scariot; the others agreed;
e. Judas protest was based on greed, not compassion for the poor;
f. The other gpostles seemingly were interested in hel ping the poor.
Jesus was aways concerned about the needs of the poor (e.g., Luke 18:22).
The gpostles thought to demondtrate their shared concern.
a Theaintment might have furnished significant relief to the poor.
They judged Mary’ s behavior as nothing more than bad judgment.
Mary’s “work” was good, for she manifested a degp devotion to her Messah.
a She saized an opportunity that soon would be taken away by degth.
b. The opportunity to serve the poor would remain.
Mary’sanointing anticipated the approaching burid of Jesus' body.
a Bodiesusudly were anointed with oil and spices. (See Luke 23:56;24:1.)
Her action would forever be memordized in the gospd.
a “Little’ things we do sometimes are far more significant than we can know a
thetime.
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QUESTIONSON THE SYNOPTIC GOSPEL S-- LESSON NINETEEN

Read: Matthew 20:17-34; 26:6-13
Mark 10:32-52; 14:3-9
Luke 18:31-43; 19:1-28

1. The apostles of Jesus were because He was going to
Why were they afraid? (See John 11:7,8.)

2. Jesusforetold that He would be betrayed to the and
They would Him to death and ddliver Him to the
who would Him, on Him, and Him.

[Look for these specific events when you study the Final Week of Jesus’ life]

3. Mark indicates that and asked Jesus for the “best”

seats in the Kingdom. Matthew saysit was 'swife who made the request.
4. Jesus said that they didn't what they were asking. Why not? (See John 18:36.)
5. These apostles declared that they could the same cup that Jesus would

and be with His approaching

6. It was not for to assign the “best” seats, but the would

give them to those who had been to use them.
7. Theother were moved to againgt James and John.
8. We should learn that to be in the Kingdom, one must become the

of

9. Even the Christ came not to be unto, but to , and

to give His asa for many.
10. Matthew reports that blind men asked Jesus for mercy; Mark and Luke tell

of just . givesthe man'sname, “

11. How did the blind man/men know that Jesus was nearby?
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

What did the blind man/men do when rebuked for calling on Jesus for help?

Jesus told the man/men that his/their

but Hedso

Zacchaeus was a

was responsible for the heding,
the eyes of the blind mar/men.

and he was

He was also of

The Jews regarded Zaccheeus asa
of his goods to the poor and restore

taken.

, but he was willing to give

anything he had wrongfully

Zacchaeus could receive forgiveness because he was a of

Jesus taught the parable of the pounds (minas) because He was near

a s, the disciples thought the would appear

A certain master gave pounds, pounds, and

pound to be used in by three servants.

In the house of the , awoman poured ointment
worth more than on Jesus head. Mark
identifies the ointment as

Jesus said that the woman had what she and that she
had done a work for Him.

The priceof the ointment could have been used for the , but instead it

was used (figuratively) for the
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LESSON TWENTY-- THE FINAL WEEK (1)

Triumphal Entry-- Matthew 21:1-11; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:29-44

Cursing the Fig Tree-- Matthew 21:18-22; Mark 11:12-14

Second Temple Cleansing-- Matthew 21:12-17; Mark 11:15-17; Luke 19:45-48
Fig Tree Withered-- Matthew 21:20-22; Mark 11:20-25

Matthew 21:1-11 TRIUMPHAL ENTRY (Sunday)

Mark 11:1-11

Luke19:29-44 1. Chrigt’sfind week occupies sgnificant space in the Gospdls.

w N

oo

10.

11.
12.

13.

a. Matthew-- eight chaptersof twenty-eight-- 29%;

b. Mark-- six chapters out of sixteen-- 38%;

c. Luke- fiveand one-haf chapters out of twenty-four-- 23%;

d. John-- eight and two-thirds chapters of twenty-one-- 41%

e. Thisweek isonly ¥2% of the 182 weeks (appx.) of Jesus life on earth.

Jesus usudly had avoided publicity until thistime. (See Matthew 16:20.)

Now isthe timefor full revelation and full accessto faith. (See John 13:1.)

Bethpage (Matthew) or Bethpage and Bethany (Mark and Luke) were the

points of origin for His entry into Jerusalem.

Matthew cites a“donkey and colt;” Mark and Luke a“colt”only.

a Thedisciplesweretold to bring adonkey and a colt (Matthew 21:2).

“No one had sat” on the colt; it was specid, reserved for the King.

Jesus “entered” Jerusdem and the temple three times during this week:

a Heentered first asaKing (Mark 11:11) to survey His domain;

b. Hecame a second time asaPriest (Matthew 21:12) to cleanse the temple;

c. His third entry was as a Prophet teaching with authority(Matthew 21:23).

Divine preparation had been made for the entry (Matthew 21:2,3).

Old Testament prophecy was to be fulfilled by this event (Zechariah 9:9; Psdm

118:26).

Some of the Pharisees objected to the people’ s demonstration (Luke 19:39).

a The“gates of hades’ could no more prevent His asserting His Kingship
than they could defeat His building the church. (See Matthew 16:18.)

Mark reveds activities in the city; He “looked around” in the temple.

Jesus |eft the city to spend the night at Bethany, probably not in the home of

Mary and Martha, because the next morning he left Bethany “hungry.”

Note-- premillenidigs should explain why Jesus did not set up His Kingdom

on earth that very favorable day, if Hiswasto be an earthly kingdom.
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Matthew 21:18-22 CURSING THE FIG TREE (Monday)

Mark 11:12-14

1. Matthew placesthis event after the temple cleansing, Mark before.

2. Jesus was hungry, and He found afig tree with no fruit.

3. The season was early spring (March?) and fruit was not to be expected.
a The fruit normaly formed before the leaves appeared.

b. Leavesindicated that there was fruit on the treg, but there was not.

c. Thetree"professed” to be advanced from other trees, but it was't.
4. Thetree was much likethe nation of Isradl: it vaunted its“close’ relaion
ship with God, but by its own choice no relaionship redly existed.
5. Neither the tree nor the nation had produced any worthwhile “fruit.”
. |saiah described the Jews as weary of God' s spiritua control (Isaiah 28:13).
7. lsaiahdso warns of God's “unusud act” that would destroy the netion of
|srael (Isaiah 28:21).
a Curang thefig tree was an*unusud action;” it isthe only act of Jesus that
involved the complete destruction of someone's property.
8. Thefuture of the nation was pictured in the destruction of thefig tree.

»

Matthew 21:12-17 SECOND TEMPLE CLEANSING (Monday)

Mark 11:15-19
Luke 19:45-48

1. Jesus had observed these unlawful activities the day before (Mark 11:11).
2. The activities were not unlawful in themsdlves
a The Law prescribed a half-shekd offering by males. (See Exodus 30:13.)
(1) Foreign currency needed to be exchanged for Jewish money.
b. Lambs, doves, and pigeons were also required as sacrifices in the temple.
(See Leviticus 14:21,22.) They needed to be made available.
. These businesses expedited the performance of duty under the Law.
3. Usury was rampant among the Jews and manifested itsdlf in the temple.
a. Theabuse of agood thing resulted in a bad thing not to be tolerated.
4. Jesustook the necessary (if violent) action to rectify this bad Stuation.
5. He combined two prophecies (Isaiah 56:7 and Jeremiah 7:11) to explain
and judtify His reaction to a blatant disregard for the templée' s sanctity.
6. Jesus welcomed (and heded) those not usudly welcome in the temple.
7. He assumed the role of one who can cast out the unworthy and yet meet the
needs of the outcast.
8. The envy of the rdigious leaders was again displayed in their objections.
a. “Children” (the week and helpless) were giving Him honor-- something
the leaders thought was ingppropriate for one seeking a leadership role.
b. Thiswas appropriate and was the fulfilment of prophecy (Psalm 8:2).
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Matthew 21:20-22 FI1G TREE WITHERED (Tuesday)

Mark 11:20-25

1. Thetree had been an obstacle to Jesus plan to reieve His own hunger.
2. He removed the obstacle-- the tree withered away “immediady.”
3. What the disciples could learn from thisincident of the fig tree:
a. God s planswill not be changed by obstaclesin their way;
b. By faith and prayer thewill of God will be accomplished,
c. The gpostles would have the power to remove al obstaclesto the
Kingdom if they would be faithful and diligent to fulfill their mission.
4. What Israel should have learned from this incident:
a Ther lack of faith was an obstacle to God' s plan for His Kingdom;
b. Their opposition to God's Kingdom would be removed by God with a
“grange’ act of retribution; (Seelsaiah28:21.)
(1) Jerusalem would be destroyed in 70 A.D. by the Roman army.
c. The blame for failure was squarely on them-- they bore no fruit to God.
5. The Lord’slast week would be more than one in which He was rejected by
the nation of Isradl; it would be aweek in which He rejected them!
a. He described Jerusdem as a“house left desolate” (Matthew 23:38).
b. Heforetold the destruction of the Jewish temple (Matthew 24:1,2).
c. His parable of poundstold that “citizens’ would be dain (Luke 19:27).
d. Hisparable of wicked vinedressers pronounced the punishment of the
nation’ s religious hierarchy (Matthew 20:10-16).
e. Hisparable of awedding feast declared thet those who had killed the
king's servants would themsalves be destroyed (Matthew 22:6,7).
f. Thefig tree (of thislesson) was an object lesson of God's plan to
take vengeance on awicked and disobedient people.
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QUESTIONSON THE SYNOPTIC GOSPEL S-- LESSON TWENTY

Read: Matthew 21:1-22
Mark 11:1-25
Luke 19:29-48

1. Matthew refersto a and her , while Mark and Luke
speak only of a . Which account more specificdly fulfills Zechariah's prophecy
about this?

2. Any question about their taking the colt should be answered by the disciples, “The
has of it/them.”

3. The multitude spread their and cut to spread
before Jesus as He rode on the colt.

4. Threevariaions of Psdm 118:26 are given in praise of Jesus triumphant entry:

a Matthew: “Blessed is that comes in the name of the Lord...”
b. Mark: “Blessed isthe of ... that comes in the name of
the Lord...”

c. Luke: “Blessed isthe who comesin the name of the Lord...”

5. The objected to the outcry of praise for Jesus, who said that if it were
stopped, even the would praise Him.

6. Jesus over Jerusalem and said that it would be badly treated by its
enemies; not one would be left on another, because it had rejected its
time of

7. When the Lord had come into Jerusalem, the people acknowledged that He was Jesus the

, from of
8. A certainfig tree had on it but no , for it was not the
of
9. The and sellers of were cast out
of the by Jesus. They had made the temple a of
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Jesus would not allow even to be carried through the

The chief priests were troubled by the things Jesus did, the praise of the
in the temple, and His

Jesus cited a prophecy from Psalm 8:2 that out of the mouths of and
infants God would perfect praise for Him.

How soon after the cursing of the fig tree did the disciples discover that it was dead?

How soon did Matthew say that the fig tree had withered? (See Matthew 21:19.)

The apostles were promised that things they asked of God they would
receive if they

Evena could be moved and cast into the if
the apostles had sufficient

We must othersif we expect God to us.
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LESSON TWENTY-ONE-- THE FINAL WEEK (2)

Authority Challenged-- Matthew 21:23-27; Mark 11:27-33; Luke 20:1-8

The Son Rejected-- Matthew 21:28-46; Mark 11:1,2; Luke 20:9-19
Tplree Q'Tricﬁ#%‘\)uestions-- g@thew 2:1 4'8' Mar 132:13!391; Luke 20:40

Unanswerable Question-- Matthew 22:41-46; Mark 12:35-37; Luke 20:41-44
Woes to Scribes and Pharisees-- Matthew 23:1-39; Mark 12:38-40; Luke 20:45-47
Widow's Mites-- Mark 12:41-44; Luke 21:1-4

Matthew 21:23-27 AUTHORITY CHALLENGED (Tuesday)

Mark 11:27-33

Luke 20:1-8

1. On*“one of those days’ (Tuesday) He taught and “preached the gospd.”
2. His adversaries were now set to oppose His work more strenuoudy than ever.
a Ther unbelief challenged His authority as a Prophet (Matthew 21:23).
b. Ther political ambitions questioned His position on tribute (verses 22:17).
c. Ther rationalism derided His promise of aresurrection (verses 22:23-38).
d. Their dishonesty attempted to ensnare Him in a controversy about priortiz-
ing the Ten Commandments (Matthew 22:35,36).
3. Theleaders confronted Jesus about His authority to teach the people.
a These men exercised authority under the Jewish systemof law (Mark 11:27):
(1) Thechief priests were the authorities over religious practices;
(2) The scribes were the authorities over mord decisions within the Law;
(3) The dderswere the authorities over civil disputes.
b. These would be expected to chalenge any competition to their authority.
c. They had not given Jesus permission to cleanse the temple or to teach in it.
d. Jesusdid not question their authority; only why they questioned His.
e. Their question (“tell us’) was redly ademand for information
f. Onahuman level, Jesus had no authority-- not a priest, scribe, or elder.
0. They rgected His previous clams of an authority higher than worlldy.
4. Jesus countered with a question which was intended to expose their unbelief
in God' s authority.
a Therulers had earlier rgected “God's counsd” when they refused to
submit to the demands of John’s teaching (Luke 7:30).
(1) John had testified of Jesus authority (John 1:30-34).
b. Now they would not accept “ God's counsdl” about Jesus authority.
c. Thardilemma From heaven- why reject histestimony (about Jesus)?
From men- diminished influence over people who ac-
cepted John as a prophet from God.
d. They avoided acommitment: “We don't know!”
(1) Ther responghilitiy was to know such things--they claimed to know
everything else when controversy arose!
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e. Ther refusd to answer was not from ignorance, but from unbelief.
(1) Jesus had clearly heded the afflicted in the temple the day before.
(2) They could not deny the miracles, but they would not believe them.
f. Debate about authority was pointless, they had dready taken their position!

Matthew 21:28-46 THE SON REJECTED (Tuesday)
Mark 12:1,2

Luke 20:9-19 1. Jesustaught two parables to condemn the hypocrisy about authority.
2. The parable of the sons shows that “actions spesk louder than words.”
a Many had rgjected God' s authority over ther lives, then later accepted His
authority because of John’s preaching.
b. These rulers had professed loydty to God, but then had rejected His
authority when they rejected John’s preaching.
3. The parable of thewicked vinedressers exposes rulers who “tended” to
God' s vineyard (the Jewish nation) for their own benefit rather than God's.
a Numerous prophets had tried to “collect for God” from the nation.
b. Chrigt was the ultimate effort, but that dso failed because of their unbelief.
c. God'sreaction to their unbelief would be severe.
(1) Thededtruction of the “vineyard” (70 A.D.) bring terrible suffering.
d. Another nation (spiritual Israel) would supplant physicd Isradl.
(1) Thenew “nation” woud bear fruit for the owner (God).
4. Jesus made His point with these parables; they knew He spoke of “them.”
a They chose not to do violence to Jesus for the same reason they had not
openly denied John’ s authority-- both were considered as prophets.
b. Itisapoint well taken today: we can be guilty of seeking our own glory in
the church rather than God's. (See Ephesans 3:21.)
5. Therulers had failed to entrgp Him into a position about their own unbelief.

Matthew 22:15-40 THREE * TRICK” QUESTIONS (Tuesday)
Mark 12:13-34

Luke20:20-40 1. The Jewish rulers had aready determined to kill Jesus (L uke 20:19).
a A mesting (council) had been held to make their plans (John 11:47-53).
b. Jesus life would be sacrificed “for the nation.”
2. The Jews were hindered in ther plans by the Roman government.
a The Romans retained the authority to execute wrongdoers.
3. Roman, not Jewish, law would determine Jesus' ultimate fate.
a Theleaders must gather evidence for a Roman conviction (L uke 20:20).
4. They “watched hiswords’ to ensnare Him in His teaching.
5. Three“TRICK QUESTIONS’ were asked to accomplish their evil purpose:
a Thefirst question sought His position on paying taxes to Rome.
(1) The Pharisees and Herodians (Mark 12:13) had differing positions.
(a) Pharisees objected, Herodians agreed to taxation by Rome.
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(2) If Hesad “yes'" Pharisees would declare that the true Messiah could
not encourage taxation and ill be a ddiverer from Roman rule,
(3) If Hesaid “no," Herodians would report Him to Rome as seditious.
(4) Jesuswastoo smart for them-- He “ perceived their wickedness”
(“craftiness’--Luke).
(5 Thedivinewisdom of His answer avoided the trap they had laid.
(& Submission to government in physical things, to God in spiritual.
(b) Caesar wasthe body’s “Pontifex Maximus’ (Greatest Ruler), but
God must be “Pontifex Maximus™ of man's soul.
(c) Caesar’simage was stamped on his morey; God'simage was
stamped on man’'s spirit. (See Genesis 1:27.)
(6) They had failed to entrgp Him about matters of political ambitions.
6. The second question tried to involve Him in a controversy about heaven.
a It wasardigious question asked by irrdigious men (the Sadducees) who
did not believe a al inthereality of heaven.
b. It came from an erroneous view of the fterlife.
(1) Aswith baptism: “If sdvation includes baptism, a man would have to
be baptized every time he snned.”
(2) The Sadducees had amaterididtic view of thislife and the next (if
there was any afterlife).
c. They sought to embarrass Jesus about the consequences of a resurrection:
(1) If heavenisred, Stuations must be like the rea world;
(2) Seven husbands here would mean seven there, or a choice about which
husband had the best claim over the wife.
(@ Heaven'sredity isdiscounted by such “insoluable’ Stuations.
(3) Jesus exploded their erroneous concept-- there will be no physica
relaionshipsin heaven.
(@ If one wife and one husband can go there, one wife and seven
lawful husbands can go there, too!
(4) He seized the opportunity to teach the truth about the afterlife.
(& They had raised the issue, He would settle the issue.
(b) He used their own patriarchs and Maoses to prove His point.
(¢) The patriarchs were dead when God affirmed his“Godship” over
them aswell as over the living Moses (Exodus 3:6).
(d) The control/obey relationship can only involve exiding parties.
d. They had failed to embroil Him in afase consequence of rationdism.
7. Thethird question tested Jesus about the relative importance of God's laws.
a. Many Jews favored some over others; the third command, “Don’t take
God snamein vain,” was thought by some to be the most crucid of dl.
b. There could be no variation in importance among the Ten Commandments
because they dl made Jews complete in love for God and man.
c. Thewhole of the Law and the Prophets was focused on these two goals.
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d. Manlivesby “every word of God” to redlize his potentid (Matthew 4:4).
e. They had faled to entangle Him in their postion of moral dishonesty.

Matthew 22:41-46 UNANSWERABL E QUESTION (Tuesday)
Mark 12:35-37

Luke20:41-44 1. “Turnabout isfar play”-- Jesus had a“trick” question of His own.
a Hismotive was to teach them, not to entrap them.
2. “Whose Sonisthe Christ (Messah)?” Not, “Who is My father?’
a Thisdicited an answer from Scripture, not from persond animosity.
3. “David” wasthe only possible answer from Scripture.
4, But, how can the Mesdah be both Lord and Son to David?
a Thiswas contrary to dl physical lineage rdationshipsin their culture.
b. The Scripture isimpossibleif the Messah comes only by the flesh.
5. The sole solution demands that the Messah had an eternal existence before
David (See John 8:58.) and a physical presence in the world after David.
6. Therulers needed atrue concept of “their” Messah; they were baffled.
a. Other concepts taught by Jesus could not be comprehended until they
could understand His divine nature-- His authority apart from the flesh,
the possibility of aresurrection, etc. (See John 1:14.)

Matthew 23:1-39 WOES TO SCRIBES AND PHARISEES (Tuesday)
Mark 12:38-40

Luke20:45-47 1. Theteachersof the Law “sad, and did not do.”

a. They bound hard-to-bear traditions on the people. (See Acts 15:10.)

2. They consgtently exated themselvesin search of men's praise (Matt. 5-7).
a Jesus disciples must exhibit different behavior (verses 8-12).

3. Jesus pronounced eight woes on these hypocritical leaders (verses 13-36):

a. Because of ther rdigious sins againgt other men (verses 13-15);
b. Because of their mishandling of the Law (verses 16-24);
. Because of their deceptive outward behavior (verses 25-28);
d. Because of thar false clams of piety (verses 29-31).

4. Jesus predicted the future sins of the scribes and Pharisees (verse 34).

5. Jesus predicted the future punishment of these false teachers (verses 35-39).
a Repeating others' previous disobedience compounds guilt (verses 35,36).
b. “That generation” would witness God' s retribution for their hypocrisy.

6. The destruction of Jerusdem would fulfill Jesus' threats (verses 37-39),

Mark 12.41-44 WIDOW'S MITES
Luke21:1-4

1. A sudy in contragts: “richi” and “poor;” “superfluity” and “want;” “abun-
dance” and “poverty.”
2. A study in contrasts. professed devotion and true devotion.
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3. A dudy in gudity versus guantity.
4. This scene comments on God' s assessment of Jewish leaders (Matthew 23).
5. Thewidow’s sacrifice revealed a commitment grester than “dl” therich.

a Her smdl gift proportionatdy far outweighed their sizegble contributions.
6. Shegave“dl her living” because she trusted God to supply her needs.
7. Therich trusted in themselves and in their own sdlf-provision.
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QUESTIONSON THE SYNOPTIC GOSPEL S-- LESSON TWENTY-ONE

Read: Matthew 21:23-46; 22:15-46
Mark 11:27-33; 12:1,2,13-37
Luke 20:1-44

1. AsJesuswas and in the temple, the
, and challenged His

2. What tactic did Jesus use to respond to this chalenge?

3. What was the question that Jesus asked as an answer to His accusers?

4. What two aternatives were possible in answering Jesus question, and why was neither
answer desirable for the Jewish leaders?

5. What did the leadersfindly answer? What then did the Lord say to them?

6. Only records the parable of the two sons and of work in the vineyard.

7. One son said, “I ;" but and went to work; the
other said, “ | ,” but did not go.

8. Similarly, the and had a the
preaching of , but the Jewish leaders had not.

9. What things had the householder done to have the best vineyard possible?

10. Inturn, the servants that were sent to the were either ,
, or
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

Findly, the man sent his , thinking that the would
him. Instead, they him.

In consequence, what would happen to the evil men? To the vineyard? With what result?

Jesus applied this parable to Himself asa rejected by the .
The parable was directed at the , , and
The , the , and the asked
Jesus [how many?] “trick” questions, thinking to trgp Him in some

inconggency. The last question was asked by aman who was a

Thefirst question concerned paying to . Jesus
used a to answer this question.
He said, “Render unto the things that are , and
unto the things that are ”
The second question was about the redlity of the . Itinvolved a
woman who had husbands and children.
Jesus responded that in the thereisno , but
people will be asthe in

, , and were used as examplesto
show that God is the God of the and not of the
The last question asked about the greastest commandment in the . Which one

did Jesus identify? What was the second grestest commandment?

Jesus saw that the last questioner answered Him and observed that

he was not far from the of

Jesus asked the about whose Son the Christ would be. They said,
“The son of . Jesus then asked why David would call the Christ

" if He (Chrig) is his (David's) son?

After this, none asked Jesus any , but the people
continued to hear Him
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LESSON TWENTY-TWO-- THE FINAL WEEK (3)

Jerusalem’ s Destruction-- Matthew 24:1-25:46; Mark 13:1-37; Luke 21:1-6

Matthew 24:1- JERUSALEM S DESTRUCTION (Tuesday)

2546
Mak 13:1-37 1. Jesus had warned of Jew’s “house’ becoming a*“desolation” (Matthew 23:38).
Luke 21:1-6 a Thetemple was considered by the Jews to be God's “house.”

b. It was amagnificent building complex, started in 20 B.C. and which re-
quired more than sixty years to complete.
(1) It occupied nineteen acres.
(2) Josephus said the stones measured 37+ feet long by 12+ feet high by 18+
feet wide; some clamed they were even larger than that.
(3) The Tdmud sad, “He that never saw the temple of Herod never saw a
fine building.”
(4) In some respects, it was even finer than Solomon’ s temple that was
destroyed in 586 B.C. by Babylon.
(5) Zerubbabe rebuilt the templein 515 B.C.; we know little about it.
2. The dedtruction of the temple and the city seemed unlikely at thistime:
a Theworld was at peace;
b. The Jews were protected by the Roman Empire, and another nation could
hardly threaten them;
c. The Jews were on good terms with Rome, and a problem from that relation-
ship would be unexpected.
But, the city and the temple would be destroyed by Rome just forty years later.
The disciples were confused about the prediction of “desolation” (Mark 13:2).
Four of them (Mark 13:3) asked about this matter at the Mount of Olives.
a An unrecorded conversation may have generated their questions.
6. They asked about the time of the templ€’ s destruction and a sign by which to
expect the Lord’ s coming and the end of the age.”
7. Jesus gave the longest answer to any question ever asked Him:
a. Ninety-three versesin Matthew;
b. Thirty-seven versesin Mark;
C. Thirty-two versesin Luke.
8. Hefird dedt with the time between then and the answer to the first question,
aperiod between 29 A.D. and 70 A.D., covering Acts and the Epistles.
a The deception of saintswould be their greatest challenge (Matthew 24:23-27).
(1) Clamsof fase“Messahs’--fifteen to twenty-four such dlamswere
recorded between the first and seventeenth centuries.

o~ w
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(2) Warsand rumors of wars-- Four emperors would clam Roman throne
within two years, the Empire would be in turmoil after Nero’srule.
(3) Numerous naturd disasters would occur-- the “beginning of sorrow.”
(4) Much persond tribulation would cause betraya's among the saints.
(5) Faseteacherswould undermine the faith of many.
(6) Lawlessness would become a discouragement to many Chrigtians.
b. Thosefathful to the nation’s “end” would survive its destruction.
c. The gospd would be spread despite opposition. (See Colossans 1:23.)
d. Then (after the separation of faithful and unfaithful by tribulation), the
“end” of the nation would transpire (Matthew 24.14b).
9. “When will thesethingsbe? A more specific answer to their first question
follows (Matthew 24:15-35):
a All sgnsto be completed during that very generation. (Cf. Mark 9:1.)
(1) Their completion was surer than the earthi s duration (verse 35).
b. Definite sgnswould precede the “end” of the nation, as definite asthe
sign of summer when leaves appear on trees (verse 32).
(1) Jerusdem would be “surrounded by armies’ (Luke 21:20).
(2) The*abomination of desolation” (Rome) would enter the “holy
place’ [temple’] (verse 15).
(@ Danid had foretold this many years before (Daniel 11:31).
¢. Conditions during the saige of Jerusalem would be severe (verse 21).
(1) The saige must be shortened if the dect survived. Titus planned a
long seige and famine, but he attacked the city so he could return to
Rome, thus dlowing the escape of the Chrigtians from the city.
d. The means of escape would be available to the elect if they would:
(1) Heeto the mountains, a place of safety (verse 16).
(2) Leave quickly when they were warned of danger (verses 17,18).
(3) Pray for the most favorable time for their escape (verses 19,20).
(4) Not trust in fase leaders for guidance (verses 23-26).
(5) “Look up’and “lift up their heads’ and trust in God (Luke 21:28).
e. Thefaithful would discern God's control of the events (verses 27,28).
(1) Morethan one million Jews perished (Passover had swelled the
population), but Chrigtians fled and survived (Eusebius).
f. Much figurative language is used to identify the time of the Lord’'s
“coming” in judgment of nationd Israd (Matthew 24:29-31).
(1) Heavenly bodieswould be strangely affected.
(2) All tribes of the earth woud mourn.
(3) The Son of Man would appear with power and glory.
(4) Angdswould gather God's eect from every direction.
10. The second question they had asked was answered (Matthew 24:36-44).
a It concerned the end of the “age’ [NK V] or the “world’[KJV].
b. A definite time was assigned to the destruction of Jerusalem (verse 15).
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c. Of “that day” no one knows the time, only the Father (verse36).
d. It would occur after the first evertsinvolving Jerusdlem and the nation.
e. Similar details are given for both main events, except no definite time for
the second event.
f. Only three ingructions are given for the saints for the second “ coming:”
(1) “Watch;” (verse 42)
(2 “Pray;” (Mark 13:33)
(3) “Beready.” (verse 44)
g. No immediate sign would be given
(1) Just asin Noah'stime when the flood destroyed (verses 37-39).
(2) Lifewill bein progress asusud (verses 40,41).
11. Three parablesteach lessons about “coming.” (Matthew 24:45-25:46)
a. Fathful and evil servants (24:45-51).
(1) Loyd serviceisrequired for deliverance (verse 47).
(2) Misbehavior will result in punishment (verse 51).
(3) Saints must be patient about the Lord's“coming.” (verses 48-51).
(4) This parble teaches faithfulness in duty to prepare for Lord's return.
b. Wiseand fodlish virgins (25:1-13).
(1) The parableisbased on wedding customs of that culture:
(@ Weddings aften occurred at night;
(b) A group of friends went with the bride to the groom’s house;
(©) A group from the groom’s house met them; al went together to
the feast;
(d) Lampsusudly hdd jugt alittle oil and often needed refilling.
(2) Some of the virgins had ample oil, some did not.
(@ All people now are ether ready or not ready for the “coming.”
(3) This parable teaches readiness for “coming.”
(@ No second chance (like “purgatory™) will be given.
(b) The door of opportunity will be shut forever (verse 10).
c. Thetdents (25:14-30).
(1) Each parable dedlswith someone who is“away” and will “return.”
(2) Tadentswere given according to the ability to use them.
(3) Tdents are opportunitites to serve prior to the “coming.”
(& Some have more, some less, an obvious fact.
(b) All must use avallable opportunitiesin order to be faithful.
(0) Rewardsare equal for equal efforts (verses 21,23).
(d) If we cannot “trade” (produce a lot), we can “deposit” (work to our
limited capabilities), (verses 16,27).
12. A find teaching about faithfulness readiness, and serving before the end.
(Matthew 25:31-46)
a Thisisapicture of the find judgment of dl the nations (verse 32).
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b. Preparation must be completein “little things’” aswell asin “big things”
(1) Our trestment of othersis not aways considered to be vita to our
service to God.
(@ Jewish leadership certainly didn't think so. (See Matthew 23:4.)
(2) But--serviceto manisserviceto God (verses40,45)!
c. Jesus emphasized the eternal consequences of both careless and careful
preparation for the find judgment (verse 46).
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QUESTIONS ON THE SYNOPTIC GOSPEL S-- LESSON TWENTY-TWO

Read: Matthew 24:1-51; 25:1-46

Mark 13:1-37
Luke 21:5-36
1. The disciples showed Jesus the stones of the of the
. Jesus said all the stones would be down.
2. They asked for a of His and of the end of the
3. Many would claim to be the ; they also would hear of and
of wars.
4, would rise against ; there would be
and in different places.
5. Thediscipleswould testify before and , and the
must be preached to dl the
6. “Hethat tothe , the same shall be
7. What Matthew and Mark call the " abomination of ;" Luke callsthe
that will bring to
8. When this prophecy came to pass, disciples should the city at once. One
outside should not eventoget a from his house.

9. What four conditions would meke fleaing difficult?

a C.
b. d.
10. The tribulation would be for the ‘s sake.
11. Many fase and false would show
to lead astray the if possble.

12. The“coming” of the Lord (to destroy Jerusalem) would be with great

and
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

All the things spoken by Jesus about the end of Jerusalem would be

before that would pass away.
Of “that day and hour” knew no man, and not even the or the

knew. Only the knew when those things would happen.
Because they did not expect things to end, men would be found and
marrying just as as in the days of before the

We must be vigilant, because in an hour we think not, the Lord

Preparednessisillustrated in a parable about foolish virgins who brought

insufficient and wise virginswho had plenty.

The tarried until , and the virgins

and

Another parable dealt with servants who received either , , Or
talent(s). They earned elther : , Or taents.

What did the last servant do with histalent? What did his master think of that?

At judgment, the " will be separated from the * ;" the
on His hand and the on His

What is one basis, often ignored by many, upon which eternal judgment will be based?

The will go away into punishment, but the
will receive life.
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LESSON TWENTY-THREE-- THE FINAL WEEK (4)

Betrayal by Judas-- Matthew 26:1-5, 14-16; Mark 14:1,2,10,11; Luke 22:1-6
The Last Supper-- Matthew 26:17-30; Mark 14:12-26; Luke 22:7-30
Farewell Discourses- Matthew 26:31-35; Mark 14:27-31; Luke 22:31-38

Matthew 26:1-5, BETRAYAL BY JUDAS (Tuesday?)

14-16
Mak 14:1,2,1011 1. “After two days’-- the chronology of some eventsis uncertain; this could
Luke 22:1-6 have occurred either on Tuesday or Wednesday of the last week.

2. The supper a Bethany was preliminary to the betrayd (Matthew 26:6-13).
a Perhaps even the Saturday before His entry into the city.(See John 12:1ff)
b. It may beinserted here to explain Judas' mindset (John 12:4-6).
c. Satan “entered” Judasto betray Jesus for money (Luke 22:3,4).
d. Jewish leaders had met earlier about Jesus’ betraya (Matthew 26:3-5).
(1) They sought ameans of betraya that would not be seen by the
crowds gathered for the Passover (Luke 22:6).
e. Theleaderswere“glad” a Judas offer, gave him thirty pieces of Slver.
(1) Thiswasthe price of adavein O.T. history (Exodus 21:32).
f. Judas sought “from that time”’ to keep his bargain in anon-public way.
g. But, the time and method were not under Judas control. (See Acts 2:23.)
3. Two plans-- one God's, one Satan’ s were moving toward the crudfixion.
a. One was motivated by love, the other by covetousness (money, power).
b. Paul warned of the power of covetousness in man's heart (Romans 7:7).

[No recorded events can definitely be assigned to Wednesday of the last week]

Matthew 26:17-36 THE LAST SUPPER (Thursday)
Mark 14:12-26

Luke 22:7-30 1. The preparation and Passover Supper occurred on Thursday, day and evening.
2. The Passover:
a. The Passover wasone of three great feadts, it celebrated the Jews exodus
from Egypt and the “passing over” of the deeth angel (Exodus 12:13).
b. It came on the fourteenth day of Abib/Nisan, the first month of the calendar.
c. Oneday of initial observance was followed by seven days of the feast.
(1) The entire week was considered as one feast.
d. ThisPassover is caculated to have been on March 25th.
e. Preparation required:
(1) Find aplace to observe the Supper;
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(2) Buy apascha lamb to be eaten by thirteen people;
(3) Takethelamb to the temple after 3:00 P.M. to be sacrificed;
(4) Havethelamb killed and its blood sprinkled for thirteen people;
(5) Takethedainlamb back to the place of observance;
(6) Roast thelamb;
(7) Prepare hitter herbs and unleavened bread to eat with the lamb.
f. Peter and John were sent to make the necessary preparations, following
Specific indructions:
(1) Follow aman (not awoman) carrying a pitcher (not aflask) of water.
(2) Ask the owner of the house where they came for a* guest room.”
g. They were given the use of a*“large upper room.”
h. Everything was “furnished and ready” for the Supper.
. The Passover Supper:
a Thelamb wasto be eaten by a“family” (Exodus 12:3,4).
(1) Thesedisciples comprised a*“new family” with Jesus asits head.
b. The bread was unleavened to signify separation from gn.
c. Thewinewas passed four or five times; the last cup wasthe “cup of joy.”
d. A dishof hitter herbs, pam branches, raisins, and vinegar was shared as a
reminder of the days of bondage in Egypt.
e. The meal was eaten while reclining, not Stting at atable.
(1) DaVind's panting, “The Last Supper,” mideads. (See John 13:12.)
f. Jesushad a“fervent desire’ to eat with His disciples (Luke 22:15,16).
0. Thiswould be the Last Passover Supper thet He would est with them.
h. The Passover would be “fulfilled” in the Kingdom.
(1) Chrigt would be the Lamb of the next “Supper” (1Corinthians 5:7).
i. Hedsowas*anxious’ for His baptism of suffering to be accomplished
(Luke 12:50) so God's plan for redemption could be fulfilled.
. Conduct of the Passover Supper:
a. Jesus predicted His betrayd by one who “dipped in the dish” with Him.
b. Self-doubt prompted the eleven to question His meaning--"1s it 17’
¢. Judas hypocriticaly asked the same question-- “Rabbi” (teacher), not
“Lord, isit1?’
d. Jesus responded to Judas. “You have said it.”
. The Lord's Supper Indtituted:
a Matthew and Mark say, “Asthey were edting...;” Pau says, “ dfter [the
Passover] supper” (1Corinthians 11:25).
b. The bread (aloaf) and the wine (a cup) were passed to the el even.
(1) Judas had aready Ieft the room (John 13:30).
c. Symbolism was explained by Jesus-- body and blood (Matthew 26:26-28).
d. Luke spesks of passing the Passover cup before the Lord' s Supper cup
was passed (Luke 22:17,18).
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e. Thisnew Supper would not be observed again until the Kingdom hed
come (Matthew 26:29). (See Acts 2:42; 20:7; 1Corinthians 11:28.)
(1) Severa Sundays passed without the observance of the Lord’ s Supper.

Matthew 26:31-35 FAREWELL DISCOURSES (Thursday)
Mark 14:27-31

Luke22:31-38 1. Lukeinserts another (third recorded) dispute among the disciples about
greatness in the Kingdom (Luke 22:24-30).
a Thisseemsunthinkable at thistime, but it shows the lack of understanding
among the apostles about the Kingdom.
b. Jesus taught another lesson about true greatness and service.
(1) Men consider those who are served as the greatest.
(2) God considersthose who serve asthe greatest.
(3) Humility would bring the blessngs of the served to those who served
(Luke 22:28-30):
(& Eding and drinking with the Lord at His table in His kingdom;
(b) Sitting on thrones judging between right and wrong [through the
word of God]. (See John 12:48.)
2. Jesus predicted the weakness of those who thought of themsalves as strong
or great (Matthew 26:31).
a All would be scattered--it hgppened within afew hours! (Matthew 26:56).
(1) Hedso promised areunion in Gdlilee after the resurrection(verse 32).
b. Peter ingtigated a personal warning and promise to himsdlf (verse 33).
(1) Satan had “asked” to try hisfaith (Luke 22:31); like Job (Job 2:6).
(2) Jesus stood by him and promised redemption for him (verse 32).
c. Peter perssted in his overconfidence (Luke 22:33; Matthew 26:35).
(1) Jesusconfirmed His warning, Peter’s need for humility (Mark 14:30).
3. New ingtructions were given for a new rdigious climate (Luke 22:35-38).
a The*Limited Commisson” had taken place during atime of popularity
when their supporters would supply their needs.
b. Their future work would be unpopular, and they would need to take care
of themsdlves,

c. “Buy asword” may be afigurative warning to be careful among their
enemies.
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QUESTIONSON THE SYNOPTIC GOSPEL S- LESSON TWENTY-THREE

Read: Matthew 26:1-5, 14-35

Mark 14:1,2,10-31
Luke 22:1-38
1. days before the feadt, the Jewish leaders plotted to use
on Jesus because they the people.

2. All three writers identify asthe Lord’ s betrayer. Only
identifies the prime indigator of this plot as .

3. discloses that pieces of wasthe
price promised for Jesus betrayd.

4. Mark and Luke revea that aman carrying a of would lead
thedisciplesto alarge where they could eat the
supper together.

5. Luke says that Jesus “took the cup” twice during the course of the Passover evening. Dis
tinguish between these two events.

6. How would the Passover feast, the lamb and the wine, be “fulfilled” in the coming Kingdom of
Chrigt? (See 1Corinthians 5:7,8.)
7. How many of the disciples asked, “Isit I?7” when Jesus announced His betraya to them?

8. records the “rivalry” among the gpostles about which one should be con-
Sidered greatest in the Kingdom. Thisfollowed what act of Jesus? (See John 13:1-11.)

9. The greatest in Chrigt’s Kingdom would be the one who was and who
others.
10. Chrigt’sdisciples would and a Histablein His
and sit on thrones the twelve
of
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

The Lord’'s Supper consisted of and of
the

Luke says that the Supper should remind us that His was given for us.
Matthew saysthat His blood would provide of sinsunder the
covenant.

When did Jesus promise to drink the cup again with His disciples? How does He do that?
(See Matthew 18:20.)

Jesus warned that when the Shepherd was the flock would be
. What O.T. prophet had predicted this?

The apostle strongly objected to the possibility of his own didoyalty.

He declared awillingness to suffer or for Jesus.
had asked for , but Jesus had for

his restoration to faithfulness so that he might his brethren.

How many of the gpostles declared unwavering dlegiance to Jesus despite the dangers that
lay ahead?

Peter would deny Jesus times before the rooster would crow

Jesus previously sent out the gpostles (Matthew 10:9,10) without
or . Now, they should take a

a ,and a

Jesus warned that the things concerning Him had an
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LESSON TWENTY-FOUR-- THE FINAL WEEK (5)

Agony in Gethsemane-- Matthew 26:36-46; Mark 14:32-42; Luke 22:39-46

Betrayal and Arrest-- Matthew 26:47-56; Mark 14:43-53; Luke 22:47-53
Tria Before Jews- Matthew 26:57-27:1; Mark 14:57-72; Luke 22:54-71
Judas Hangs Himsdf-- Matthew 27:3-10

Matthew 26:3- AGONY IN GETHSEMANE (Thursday/Friday)
46

Mark 14:32-42 1. These events occurred late Thursday evening or early Friday morning.
Luke22:39-46 2. Jesuswent to the Mount of Olives, and the eleven followed (L uke 22:39).
a. Judas knew where to find Him (John 18:2).
b. Thiswasa“convenient” stefor the betrayal, away from public view.
(1) It wasfavorable for expediting the plans of the Jews (Mark 14:11).
3. Three apostles were separated from the others, and He spoke to them of His
deep sorrow and distress (Matthew 26:37,38).
a Perhapsthe “favored threg’ needed the lesson of “Watch and Pray” more
than the others or for some specia reason (Matthew 26:40,41).
b. Jesuswas “sorrowful” and “sore troubled” [K V] (Matthew 26:37).
(1) His"“sorrow” may have sprung from several sources.
(@ Sorrow that His ministry on earth was ending without more sous
being receptive to His efforts;
(b) Sorrow that His death would be that of a common crimind;
(c) Sorrow that He must leave disciples who were il week and
vulnerable to Satan’s devices.
(2) His“trouble’ (“didtress’) [root meaning-- “away from home’] could
have come from a sense of isolation and londliness:
(@ Themultitudes had been fickle in their commitment and had |ft;
(b) The Jewish religious leaders were busy plotting His death;
(¢) Many dose disciples had turned from Him (John 6:66);
(d) One the tweve gpostles had aready defected to Satan;
(e Only three apostles were now dose by, and they were adeep;
(f) Hekrew that dl (except John) would desert Him or follow far
off in Histime of greatest need.
c. Thethree were asked to “watch” to prevent the interruption of His prayers.
4. Jesuswent “alittle farther” (Matthew) “a stone' sthrow” (Luke) into the
garden for more prayer.
a. Hekneded (Luke), then fdl on Hisface (Mark), as His prayersintensfied.
b. Hisswest fell “as’ great drops of blood (Luke 22:44).
5. The same prayer was uttered three times (Matthew 26:44).
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6. Jesus prayers reflected the strength of His humanity. (See Hebrews 5:7a.)
a. God could have removed the intense suffering (Mark 14:36).
b. God swill wasfor Jesusto be “perfected” as an example of obedience
at any cost (Hebrews 5:8,9).
c. Jesus spirit was strengthened by an angel, and he overcame the flesh.
(1) Hewas“heard by God” because of “godly fear” (Hebrews 5:7b).
(2) Hehad successfully ressted Satan’ s temptations in the pagt, eg.:
(& Thethree great temptations in the wilderness (Matthew 4);
(b) Peter’s efforts to undermine the crudifixion plans (Matthew 16).
(3) He had overcome the most severe of Satan’strids of His humanity.
7. Hefound the three adeep and mildly rebuked Peter, who had been so sure.
a He sympathized with their behavior induced by sorrow (Luke 22:45).
b. Satan had tempted their flesh dso; they had been overcome.
c. Their commitment was gill imperfect and needed strengthening.
(1) Any mother will watch over anill child without deeping.
(2) They dept through dl three prayers without excuse (Mark 14:40).
8. The prayerswere finished, and His spirit now controlled the flesh.
a They could “deegp on and rest” in the security of His (spiritud) protection.
b. He 4ill watched over them, though they had failed to watch for Him.
9. The hour of betraya was near; He was eager for the final events (verse 41b).
10. He woke the deeping disciples to meet the gpproaching mob (verse 42).

Matthew 26:47- BETRAYAL AND ARREST (Thursday/Friday)
271
Mak 14:43-52 1. These events occurred late Thursday night or early Friday morning.
Luke22:47-53 2. Judas came with amultitude “from” the rulers, but they came, too (Luke 22:52).
3. They needed a podtive identification of Jesus-- a kiss (Matthew 26:49).
a They did not want to waste such an opportunity as they now had.
4. Judas did two thingsin his betrayd of the Lord:
a. Hegreeted Him-- “Hail [ASV] (a happy word) Teacher” (aword of respect);
b. Hekissed Him-- an act of affection.
5. Perhaps the actions were intended to prevent alarm in Jesus and the apostles.
a Theactions a0 expose the extreme hypocrisy of Judas and the leaders.
b. Jesus confronted Judas with these sins (Luke 22:48).
6. The apostles sprang to Jesus’ defense when they detected a betraya in prog-
ress and were willing to take extreme measures (Luke 22:49,50).
a John detailed what the others generdized-- it was Peter who cut off the
right ear of the servant named Mal chus (John 18:10).
b. Jesus healed the ear (Luke); He came to save, not to destroy.
7. The Kingdom was not of thisworld (John 18:36) and was not to be establish
ed or maintained by physica means or by force (Matthew 26:52,53).
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8. The Kingdom woud come from God'’ s plans, not man’s (verse 54).
9. With great courage, Jesus shamed the mob for its tactics (verse 55).
a Thelr treachery feared an open confrontation before the common people.
b. Even these despicable tactics conformed to God' s plan (verse 56). (See
Acts 2:23))
c. Fulfilling prophecy did not excuse their sin-- they acted under the * power
of darkness’ by free choice (Luke 22.53).
10. All except Peter and John [John 18:15] forsook Him and fled (verse 56).
a Thisindictment reflects the Scripture singpiration to tell good and bad.
(1) Mathew includes himself in this unflattering statement.
b. A mysterious young onlooker (adisciple?) aso fled (Mark 14:51,52).

Matthew 26:57- TRIALS BEFORE JEWS (Friday)
271
Mak 14:57-72 1. These eventstranspired early Friday morning of the fina week.
Luke2254-71 2. Jesuswas taken to Annas, whom the Romans had deposed from his office.
a. His son-in-law Caiaphas had been ingtdled as high priest (John 18:13).
3. Annas sent him bound to Caaphas after questioning Him (John 18:24).

An Outside Drama Recorded

4. Specid atention is given to Peter in these events, which demondrates the
accuracy of Jesus’ admonitions and rebukes about his need to “watch.”
a. Peter serves as awarning to our overconfidence. (See 1Corinthians 10:12.)
Peter followed “at adisance” John enabled his entrance into the courtyard.
A doorkeeper girl (“woman”-Luke); the samegirl (“again”-Mark) and a
man (“Man”-Luke); akinsaman of Malchus (John 19:26) all accused Peter.
7. Peter’ sdenidsincreased in intendty: he denied; he denied with an oath; he
cursed and swore that he was not afriend of Jesus.
Immediately, arooster crowed. just as Jesus had foretold (Luke 22:60).

9. Jesuslooked at Peter-- alook that pierced Peter’s soul!
10. Peter’s conscience was stripped bare, and he “went out and wept bitterly.”

o o

oo

An Insde Drama Also Recorded
1. Therulers had sought fase testimony againg Jesus (Matthew 26:59).
2. They found only two from among many possible witnesses.
a Theothersdl gave conflicting testimony (Mark 14:56).
b. He had spoken of the temple of his body being destroyed and raised, not
“thistemple that is made with hands.” (John 2:18-22; Mark 14:58).
(1) Men, not Jesus, would harm the temple He spoke about.
c. Even thetestimony of the two did not agree, but the rulers were willing
to use it againgt Jesus anyhow (Mark 14:59,60).
d. Jesusremained slent about the testimony againgt Him. (Seelsaiah 53:7.)
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e. A direct question was asked to insure Hisincrimination. (Mark 14:61).
(1) Hegaveadirect answer to that question-- “1 am [the Christ].”
(2) Hisanswer wasin contragt to the present image He presented as a

bound crimind facing harsh punishment (Matthew 26:64).

f. Jesus “confesson” of “blagphemy” sent the high priest into afrenzy.

(1) He*"tore hisclothes’ and thus violated the Law of the God about
whose authority he was o defensive. (See Leviticus 21:10.)

0. The Jewish leaders pronounced the desth sentence upon Him-- “Heis
worthy of death!” (Matthew 26:66).

h. The rulers abused Jesus by spitting on Him and beeting Him.
(1) Ironicdly, they blindfolded Him, but they were the onesreally blind!

Matthew 27:3-10 JUDAS HANGS HIMSELF (Friday)

1. Judas apparently had not expected this outcome and was “remorseful.”
a. He"“repented” (ASV); he“repented himsdlf” (KJV).
b. He returned the betrayal money and condemned his own sin (verses 27:3,4).
2. True repentance seeks a restoration to the extent possible. (See Luke 19:8,9.)
a Some things that we have done cannot be undone.
3. Peter and Judasillustrate “godly sorrow” that leads to spiritua repentance
and new life and “worldly sorrow” that leads to spiritud despair and desth.
(See 2Corinthians 7:10).
a. To escape his guilt, Peter preached the Christ he had betrayed.
b. To escape his guilt, Judas deserted the Christ he had betrayed and hanged
himself.
4. Thepriests hypocrisy was again reveded by their self-indictment:
a The*"blood money” represented murder, a heinous sin. Exodus 20:13.
b. They knew that Jesus had been sacrificed “for the natior” (John 11:50).
c. They used the money from a“bad” deed for a“good” deed, throwing a
“bone’ to the people for the life of their grestest benefactor.
(1) Thisaction fulfilled "Jeremiai' s" prophecy.
(@) "Jeremiah" is likely a copying error.
(b) Zechariah 11:12,13 was likely intended.
(2) Their coverup plan failed-- the people called their purchase a
“field of blood."
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QUESTIONSON THE SYNOPTIC GOSPEL S-- LESSON TWENTY-FOUR

Read: Matthew 26:36- 27:1-10
Mark 14:32-72
Luke 22:39-71

1. Fallowing the indtitution of the Lord’ s Supper, Jesus and His disciples went to the

of , on or near the Mount of
2. Matthew says He took and the two sons of . Mark
specifies , , and , While Luke

amply identifies them as His

3. How many times does Matthew say Jesus prayed in the Garden? Mark? Luke?

4. Atfirst, Jesus prayed that the Father might the cup (of suffer-

ing) from Him. Later, He prayed only that God's be done.
5 " and , lest you enter into ”
6. An appeared to Jesus during His prayers.
7. came with agreat armed with and

to arrest Jesus in the garden.

8. What did Judas do to identify Jesus to His enemies? By what name did he cal Jesus immedi-
ately prior to doing that?

9. Which synoptic Gospel revedswhich ear of the servant was cut off? Which onetdlsthe
name of the disciple who cut it off? Which one gives the name of the servant?

10. Which writer reveals what Jesus did about the wounded servant? Wheat did He do?

11. What sgnificant defense from His enemies was available to Jesus should God choose to

intervene in these proceedings?
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Did Jesus gpprove the efforts of His disciplesto resst Hisarrest? He said, “ They that take
the will with the ”

The actions of this mob were suitable for seizing a but not a
who taught daily in the

Jesus disciples shortly before had been reedy to fight for Him; now, following His arrest,
they Him and .

Read John 18:12-14 and John 18:22-24. How many “high priests’ were involved in Jesus
orded? Which one was high priest “that year”?

Jesus firg “trid” was before the priest, the priests, the
,and dl the of the Jews.
Many witnesses spoke against Jesus, but their testimony did not

and offered nothing by which He could be put to

Finaly, two witnesses said that Jesus had threatened to destroy the
Actualy, He had chdlenged His enemiesto do what? (See John 2:19-21.)

Jesus was asked to say plainly whether or not He was the , the
of . How did He answer that question?

Upon that confession by Jesus, He was accused by the high priest of the serious crime of
, which was punishable by under the Law.

Which gpostle sat by the enemies’ fire and was thereby subjected to three serious temptations
invalving his loyalty to the Christ?
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LESSON TWENTY-FIVE-- THE FINAL WEEK (6)

Trial Before Pilate-- Matthew 27:11-31; Mark 15:1-20; Luke 23:1-25
The Crucifixion-- Matthew 27:32-56; Mark 15:21-41; Luke 23:26-49
The Burid-- Matthew 27:57-61; Mark 15:42-47; Luke 23:50-56
Watching the Tomb-- Matthew 27.62-66

Matthew 27:11-31 TRIAL BEFORE PILATE (Friday)

Mark 15:1-20
Luke 23:1-25

1. These eventstook place on early Friday morning of the final week.
2. There had been three “trids’ before Jews:

a. Before Annas, the“red” high priest (John 18:13), where He was abused;
(1) The Synoptic gospels do not record this event, only John.
b. Before Caigphas and a“limited” Sanhedrin (or group of captors).
(1) Only Luke dedlswith this confrontation (L uke 22:54, 63-65).
c. Before Caigphas and the full Sanhedrin (Luke 22:66).
(1) All three Synoptics record thistrid before Caiaphas.
(2) Thistrid intended to establish His guilt and to pronounce punishment.

3. Jesus would now face three “trids’ before Gentiles:

a Before Rlate, to whom He was ddivered by the Sanhedrin (Mark 15:1).
b. Before Herod, whose interview is recorded only by Luke (23:6-12).
c. Before Pilate a second time; thistrid is reported by dl three writers.

4. Thefirst appearance before Rilate (Luke 23:1-7).

a. Three charges were made againg Him:
(1) Perverting the nation-- atotaly false charge. (See Matthew 23:37.)
(2) Forbidding tribute-- also completely fase. (See Matthew 22:17-21.)
(3) Claming to beaking-- true and false:
(&) He came to be the spiritua King of the Jews (John 18:37);
(b) HisKingdom was not aworldly kingdom (John 18:36).
b. PFilate was not interested in these charges unless they impacted Rome.
¢. He questioned Jesus privately before reaching a decision about the
accusations (John 18:33-38).
d. Jesus explained the nature of His Kingdom (verse 36).
e. Pilae saw there was no civil threat or sedition involved but thet Jesus
was on amoral mission invalving “truth.” (verse 37).
f. Hedid not appreciate Jesus Kingdom but did not condemn it (verse 38).
g. Hisverdict to the Sanhedrin: “I find no fault in this man.” (Luke 23:4).
h. The Jewish leaders rgjected hisfairly-arrived-at decison (verse 5).
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(1) The charges were expanded: “Gdlilee aswdl asdl Judea.”
(2) PRilate thought he saw an opportunity to achieve two goas at once:
(@ Trandfer responghility to Herod and avoid a decision (verse 7);
(b) Repair differenceswith Herod about jurisdictiond disputes.
(3) Thefirst motive failed, the second succeeded (Luke 23:11,12).
5. The appearance before Herod (Luke 23:8-11).
a. Herod had heard John the Baptist “gladly” and had feared and protected
him (Mark 6:20).
b. He should have regarded Jesus in the same way for the same reasons.
(1) Hewanted to see Jesus do amiracle (Luke 23:8).
(2) Hisattitude toward Jesus might have been different if Jesus hed “co-
operated” by amiracle and with answersto his questions (verses 8,9).
c. Jesus agendawas different from John's- His release would not have led
to the fulfillment of God' s plan to save lost men.
d. Herod judged Jesus as an imposter king and competitor and mocked Him.
(1) Pressure came from Jewish leaders and from his own “men of war.”
(2) Similar pressure had killed John the Baptist (Mark 6:26).
e. He sent Jesus back to Pilate without an officia decision.
6. The second appearance before Pilate (Matthew 27:15-26).
a. Pilate knew adecison had to be made and that it was histo make.
b. The consequences of abad decision troubled him:
(1) If hisverdict was “Innocent,” the Jews would be outraged and would
report him to Rome for having freed an enemy of the state;
(2) If hisverdict was “Guilty,” alaer invegtigation might convict himin
Rome of having unjustly condemned a Roman subject;
(3) Hisconscience may have played arole following a desperate warning
from hiswife s dream that Jesuswas a“just” man. (verse 19).
c. He sought to avoid either decision by:
(1) Offering to chastise Jesus and release Him--an unjust plan which the
Jews refused to accept;
(2) Offering to release one of two prisoners--Jesus or Barabbas.
(&) Hethought to force afair decison by limiting the choices.
(b) He had many options but offered a man totdly different from
Jesus-- one was known for wickedness, one for goodness.
(c) He supposed the choice obvioudy would go againgt Barabbas.
(d) But, he underestimated the power of envyl (Matthew 27: 18)
(3) The mob made the decison for Pilate-- “release the murderer!”
(4) Pila€e s struggle with good/evil was lost by his own mora weskness:
(& Helet the people make a decison he should have made;
(b) Helet them choose the victim's punishment (verses 22,25);
(¢) He chose the easy course when he could have “prevailed.”
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d. Rlate made alast effort to bring the Jewsto their senses (verses 20-24).
(1) Heknew the leaders had persuaded the people into their demands.
(2) Perhaps personal responsbility might deter them-- “You seeto it!”
(3) Hewashed his hands of the matter and alowed Jesus to be officially
condemned to death by an unofficial decision-- a non-decision.
(4) Heallowed what he dared not prosecute.
e. Hewas quilty of despicable behavior despite his doubts and wavering:
(1) Herdeased aknown crimind and held an innocent man prisoner;
(2) Hescourged the innocent man as acommon crimind;
(3) He used the scourging (“Behold the man’) as an appeal designed to
provoke sympeathy in a controlling mob he should have controlled;
(4) Heddivered Jesusto be crucified, dthough he could find no “evil” in
Him “worthy of death’ (Luke 23:22);
(5) Hedlowed othersto participate in unlawful acts (Matthew 27:27-31).

Matthew 27:32-56 THE CRUCIFIXION (Friday)
Mark 15:21-41

Luke 23:26-49 1. PRELIMINARY TO THE CRUCIFIXION:

a. Simonof Cyrene (North Africa) was compelled to carry the cross.

b. He was taken to the “place of the skull” [Hebrew-- “Golgotha,” Latin--
“Cavary’-- not “Mount Cavary”].

c. A wine mixture was offered to dull His senses, but He refused it.
(1) The“cup” of suffering was not to be removed. (See Matthew 26:42.)

d. Two “malefactors’ (Luke) “robbers’ (Matthew, Mark) were at His Sdes.
(1) Can we suppose that John now remembered his request to be on

Jesus right or left Sde in the Kingdon™? (Matthew 20:21)

2. THE CRUCIFIXION OF JESUS
a Itisnot described in much detail by any writer, unlike men’s accountsin
movies and books.
(1) Thefocusison the spiritual aspects and not on the physical.
(2) Jesusisnot to be seen asavictim but asthe Victor (Luke 23:27,28).
b. Sdient facts report just what God wanted reveaed about this event:
(1) Matthew-- “ Then they crucified Him...” (Matthew 27:35);
(2) Mark-- “And when they crucified Him...” (Mark 15:24);
(3) Luke-- “Therethey crucified Him...” (Luke 23:33).
c. Mog details rdate to how others “used” the crucifixion:
(1) Soldiersrobbed His garments and hanged Him with two robbers as
the utimate inault to His dignity;
(2) Pilateidentified Him asaking by asign on the crossin retdiation
for the Jews rgjection of Jesus astheir “king;”
(3) Passersby “raled” on Him about His “ disrespect” for their temple;
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(4) Chief priests, scribes, and elders chdlenged His ahility to save,

snce He had chdlenged the rale they dlaimed in “saving” Israd;

(& He could have saved Himsdlf by cooperating with Pilate, but
truth and error can’'t work together. (See 2Coarinthians 6:14-16.)

(b) He could have saved Himsdf by the power of Hisinfluence over
the common people, ralying them to His defense.

() He could have saved Himsdf with the force of twelve legions of
angels.

(d) BUT- He could not save Himsdlf and il be able to save others!

(5) Therobbersfirst derided Him because “ misery loves company.”

(@ One later repented and asked a blessing (Luke 23:39-43).
(b) This episode demonstrates the purity of Jesus heart, the depth
of Hislove, and the extent of Hisforgiveness.

. Jesus made a“grange” request while on the cross. “Why haveY ou for-

saken me?’ (Matthew 27:46). Severd explanations are possible:

(1) A temporary dominance of the flesh in extreme distress and loneli-

ness; afeding “asif” He had been forsaken

(2) Jesuswas madeto be sin (2Corinthians 5:21) and God cannot

fdlowship sn; Jesus had to be forsaken whilein that role;

(3) Jesus quoted the first line of Psdm 22, which dedswith desperation
and victory for God' s persecuted people; it was commonly quoted to
display trust in God's help in time of trouble. Jesus spoke thisline
ina“loud voiceg’ so people could hear of Histrust in God,

(4) God had been slent throughout this orded; Histestimony had
“forsaken” His Son at atime when it would have made an impact.

(8 God had spoken at three of the four mogt sgnificant moments
of Jesus time on earth, and He had been glorified by God's en-
dorsement eachtime: a His birth (through angdls), & His
baptism, and at His trandfiguration

(b) No vocal recognition was offered to support Him in death!
Jesus fdt “deserted” when His identity was most challenged.

(5) God did speak with power at Jesus death by ungpoken means:

(a) Darkness (Mark 15:38) testified that the light of truth had been
regjected for the darkness of sin and the sinners were wrong!

(b) Thetorntemple vell (Matthew 27:51) testified that Jesus had
fulfilled the Law, proving that His teaching about the Law was
right and the Pharisees were wrong! (See Matthew 5:17.)

(c) Dead bodies raised from the graves (Matthew 27:52,53)
testified that the possibility of resurrection wasred. Jesusisthe
life-giver, and the Sadducees were wrong! (See Matthew 22:23.)
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Matthew 27:57-61
Mark 15:42-47

Luke 23:50-56

Matthew 27:62-66

e. Jesus eght sayingson the cross:
(1) “My God, My God, why have Y ou forsaken Me?’ (Matthew 27:46;
Mark 15:34).
(2) “Father, forgiven them...” (Luke 23:34).
(3) “...today you will bewith Mein Paradisg’ (Luke 23:43).
(4) “Father, into Your hands | commend my spirit” (Luke 23:46).
(5) “Woman, behold your son!” (John 19:26).
(6) “Behold your mother!” (John 19:27).
(7) “I thirgt!” (John 19:28).
(8) “Itisfinished!” (John 19:30).
3. THE IMPACT OF THE CRUCIFIXION:
a. Thethief -- “Remember me...in Thy kingdom” (Luke 23:42). He
believed in Jesus asKing-- thesign said so!' (Luke 23:38).
(1) Hisconfesson must have meant agreet ded to Jesusjust then.
b. The centurion-- “Truly this man was the Son of God!” (Mark 15:39);
“...arighteous man!” (Luke 23:47).
c. Thecrowd of people-- “...beat their breasts...” (Luke 23:48).

THE BURIAL (Friday)

1. Acquaintances and women watched the crucifixion scene from a distance
(Luke 23:49; Mark 15:40,41).
a. They prepared and brought spices for Jesus body after the Sabbath.
2. Joseph of Arimatheawith great courage asked to bury Jesusin his tomb.
a Hewasa*“good and just man,” “rich,” “a prominent member of the
council,” “adisciple in secret,” “waiting for the kingdom of God.”
3. Thetomb was new and held no other bodies (L uke 23:53).
a There would be no confusion about which body was missng!

WATCHING THE TOMB (Saturday)

1. Ontheday (Saturday) after Preparation Day (Friday) arequest was made

by the chief priests and Pharisees for the security of Jesus tomb.

a They likdy had concerns generated by Jesus clams of resurrection.

b. They blamed their anxieties on the deceptions of His disciples.

Rilate granted a guard to watch the tomb.

3. The tomb was sealed (cords were stretched across the entrance rock and
seded with wax) and guarded by soldiers.

4. Deception was made impossible by the precautions of Jesus enemies!

Everything had happened exactly as God intended so that the integrity of

the gospel story would be insured.

N
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6. Seethechart, “ The Final Week,” page 158.
7. Seethechart, “ Chronology of the Last Days of Jesus,” page 159.
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QUESTIONSON THE SYNOPTIC GOSPEL S-- LESSON TWENTY-FIVE

Read: Matthew 27:11-66
Mark 15:1-47
Luke 23:1-56
[John 18:28- 19:42]

1. The , the , the and the
sent Jesus to to be put to death.
2. records that returned the pieces of
slver to the and , admitting that he had betrayed
3. A field, caled the of , was bought

with the betraya money in fulfillment of a prophecy by

4. All four writers agree that asked Jesus, “ Are you the of the
7" In each record, Jesus affirmed that He was a (the)

5. Jesuswas from , Which placed Him within 'sjurisdiction.
Jesus was sent from to , and these men became
from that very day.
6. was glad to see Jesus, for he had about Him and
hoped to seea done by Him.
7. Rilae offered the Jewish mob a choice between Jesus and ,acrimnd
quilty of , , and
8. The of mocked Jesus by putting a
and a of on Him and saying
before Him, “Hail, of the Jews.”
9. Two were crucified dongside Jesus. To one of them He promised a
placein after he had confessed hisfath in God' s kingdom.
10. Jesuswas “numbered with the " to fulfill a prophecy of
Lots were cast for Jesus , which fulfilled a prophecy in
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11. Aninscription that mocked Jesus’ Kingship was written in the ,
, and languages.

12. Jesus said eight thingswhile on the cross. What were they?
a Matthew 27:46; Mark 15:34:

b. Luke 23:34:

c. Luke 23:43:

d. Luke 23:46:

e. John 19:26:

f. John 19:27:

g. John 19:28:

h. John 19:30:

13. covered the earth during the crucifixion from the
hour until the hour.

14. When Jesus cried out in aquestion about being forsaken (what is the reference?), some
thought that He was calling for to save Him.

15. What remarkable things occurred when Jesus died on the cross?

16. The and others guarding Jesus made what confession when they saw
these things happening?

17. , , and are
cdled by name as witnesses of the crucifixion and burid of Jesus. Other women from
were a so there to witness these events.

18. of asked to bury Jesusin his own tomb.
and were brought by for Jesus' burial.

19. The and asked that

make sure that Jesus body was secure from theft by His disciples.

20. The Jewish leaders secured the tomb by the and by
the
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LESSON TWENTY-SIX-- THE FORTY DAYS

Resurrection Morning-- Matthew 28:1-10; Mark 16:1-11; Luke 24:1-12

Guards Report-- Matthew 28:11-15

Road to Emmaus- Mark 16:12,13; Luke 24:13-35

First Appearanceto Disciples-- Mark 16:14; Luke 24:36-43

(Second Appearance)-- (John 20:26-29)

(Third Appearance)-- (John 21:1-24)

Fourth Appearance and Commission-- Matthew 28:16-20; Mark 16:15-18; Luke 24:44-49
Ascension-- Mark 16:19,20; Luke 24:50-53

Matthew 28:1-10 RESURRECTION MORNING (Sunday)
Mark 16:1-11

Luke24:1-12 1. Luke changesdirection in the story of Christ-- BUT (Luke 24:1[ASV,RSV]).

a. He had recorded Jesus burid and the vigil of faithful women (23:55,56).

2. The women bought and prepared spices after the Sabbath (Saturday, 6 P.M.).
a They areidentified in Matthew 28:1 and Mark 16:1.
b. They came“early” to thetomb to “anoint” the body (Mark 16:2).

(1) Mary Magdalene possibly arrived firgt (John 20:1).
c. Matthew-- “asthe first day began to dawn;” Mark and Luke-- “very early.”
d. All three affirm a“first day of the week” resurrection.
e. They came expecting adead, not aliving, Chrig.
(1) They cameto “seethetomb” (Matthew 28:1).

f. Thisexplainswhy they did not waich dl night and witness the resurrection.

3. Mary Magdalene and the other women discovered the stone rolled away.
a. They had wondered who would help with the stone (Mark 16:3).
b. Anange and an earthquake had taken care of this problem.

(1) Theangd rolled back the sone and sat on it (Matthew 28:2).
(2) Theguardswere paralyzed “like dead men” from fear of the angd.

4. Angels confirmed that Jesus had aready risen ((Matthew 28:6).
a. The graveclothes confirmed the resurrection.
b. The angels sent the women to inform the aposties to meet Jesusin Gdilee.
c. John records a specia encounter between Jesus and Mary Magdalene

(John 20:11-18).

5. Peter was sngled out for an announcement; he especidly needed encourage-
ment (Mark 16:7).
a Hewaswith John following the crudifixion (John 20:2).
b. Both went to the tomb, saw the evidence but saw no angels and returned home

without faith in the resurrection (John 20:9,10).
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6. Thelikely order of eventsin the four gospels:

a. May cameto the tomb fird, saw it open, thought the body had been
“taken away,” and rushed to see Peter and John;

b. The other women arrived and saw the angels, were told of the resurrection,
and were ingructed about the disciples going to Gdlilee;

c. The women left the tomb, Peter and John came (perhaps with Mary Magda-
lene?) and saw no one and | eft;

d. Mary remained, saw Jesus, went and told the apostles about seeing Jesus;

e. The other women saw Jesus as they went to tell the apostles about the
risen Lord.

Matthew 28:11-15 GUARDS REPORT

=

The guards may have |eft the tomb before the women arrived (?)
2. Some reported the events to the chief priests, who faced a dilemma:
a. A physical explanation wasimpossible-- the guards, the stone, the sedl,
etc., were all arranged by Jesus adversaries,
b. A spiritual explanation was unacceptable-- that would vaidate every
clam made by Jesus and negate every counterclam they had made.
(See Matthew 27:64.)
3. Thedderswereinvolved in adecison about this dilemma; they decided that
abribe was their best option. (See Amos 5:12.)
a A large sum was offered, which shows the vulnerability of their sory.
b. They adopted the very dibi that placing the guards was supposed to
prevent from happening.
c. Thisliewasto become popular anong al Jews the time of Matthew's
gospel [speculation ranges from 38 A.D. to 68 A.D.] (Matthew 28:15).
d. It wasridiculous that the claims of aresurrection were “explained” by
an impossible tesimony-- witnesses wer e asleep!

Mak 16:1213 ROAD TO EMMAUS (Sunday)
Luke 24:13-35

1. This(fourth) appearanceis reported briefly by Mark, in detal by Luke.
2. Two disciples, Cleopas and another, walked from Jerusalem to Emmaus.
a Thiswas adistance of about seven miles.
3. Jesus had already appeared to Peter (Luke 24:34) in an unreported appear-
ance, Histhird.
4. Hejoined the two as afellow traveller and engaged them in conversation.
a They were taking about recent eventsinvolving Jesusin Jerusdem
5. Thetwo men displayed an uncertain faith and aweak hope in Jesus asthe
Redeemer of Isradl (Luke 24:21-24).
a He had been held as a* Prophet mighty in deed and in word” (verse 19).
(153)



Mark 16:14
Luke 24:36-43

(John 20)

(John 21)

6. Jesus explained the fulfillment of Old Testament Scriptures concerning Him.

7. Asthe men ate with Jesusin the village, their “eyes were opened” and they
“knew” Jesus, upon which He vanished from their sght.

8. Their “hearts had burned” in the excitement of Jesus' revelations to them.

9. They found the apostles and disciplesin Jerusalem and recounted to them the
detalls of their encounter with the risen Lord.

FIRST APPEARANCE TO DISCIPLES (Sunday)

1. Thefifth appearance wasto al the apostles except Thomas (John 20:24).

2. Thiswasin the evening of the resurrection day (John 20:19).
a. The apostles were engaged in eating a med together (Mark 16:14).

3. The doors were shut, and His appearance led them to believe He was a ghost.

Jesus rebuked the apostles for their unbelief and hardness of heart.

a. They had not believed those who had witnessed His appearances.

5. He reassured them with the physica evidence of His body (Luke 24:38-40).
a. “A spirit does not have flesh and bones...”

6. He reassured them by eating physical food in their presence (verses 41-43).
a. Hisbody was the same but different (asourswill be). [See 1John 3:2.]

7. Thisended the events of thefirst of Hisforty days on earth following the
resurrection.

»

SECOND APPEARANCE TO DISCIPLES (Second Sunday)

1. Thisappearance and the next are unreported in the Synoptic Gospels.
2. “After eight days’ He appeared to the gpostles with Thomas present.
3. Thomas had declined full acceptance of arisen Lord on the testimony of
others and inssted on persona discovery of evidence of the resurrection.
4. Jesus accomodated Thomas' resolve with a persond opportunity to examine
the physica evidence of Hisrisen body.
5. Thomas belief was ingtantaneous and complete-- “My Lord and my God!”

THIRD APPEARANCE TO DISCIPLES (Day Uncertain)

[ —

. Jesus “showed Himsdlf” to the apostles at the Seaof Tiberias (Gdlileg).
The disciples were fishing without anything to show for it.

Jesus asked about food; there was none to be had.

He told them where to cast their net, and they caught a multitude of fish.
One of them (probably John) perceived that the stranger was Jesus.
They discovered on shore afire with bread and fish laid onit.

a. Jesus had provided His own breakfast when none was available.

7. They ate together of the Lord’s provisions.
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Matthew 28:16-20 FOURTH APPEARANCE AND COMMISSION (Day Uncertain)

Mark 16:15-18

Luke 24:44-49

Mark 16:19,20
Luke 24:50-53

1. Jesus met the apostles on an gppointed mountain in Gdilee.
2. Most of them accepted His identity, but some doubted in spite of dl the
testimony that had been made available to them.
3. Thiswas His eighth appearance since the resurrection.
4. He “opened their understanding” of the Scriptures [“disentangled their
minds’] ( Luke 24:45) and explained to them:
a. What heaven had done to make sdvation possible (Luke 24:46);
b. What the apostles must do to make salvation available (Matthew 28:19,20;
Mark 16:15; Luke 24:47,48);
¢. What gnners must do to make salvation personal (Mark 16:16; Luke 24:47).
(1) These specific terms of salvation had been promised generdly to the
gpogdiles (“binding and loosing™) when Jesus first promised to build His
church in which dl the saved would serve Him (Matthew 16:18,18;
Acts 2:47).
5. He promised them support in their work of preaching the gospd:
a Hisenduring Presence would be with them (Matthew 28:20);
b. Power from heaven would expedite the success of their misson (Luke 24:49;
Acts 1:4,8);
c. Specific “sgns’ would accompary them to prove to the lost that their
authority came from heaven (Mark 16:17,18).

ASCENSION

o

Jesus led the apostles to Bethany and there blessed them
2. Hewas parted from them, went into heaven, and “ sat down at the right hand
of God” (Mark 16:19).
The apostleswaited in Jeruslem with great joy (Luke 24:52,53).
4. Later, they “went out and preached everywhere’ and performed miraclesto
“confirm theword” (Mark 16:20).
5. The Book of Acts continues the account of “al that Jesus began both to do
and to teach’ (Acts 1:1).
a Luke (thewriter of Acts) had written his“first account” of Jesus work
(The Gospd of Luke) to “Theophilus”
b. He would continue his narrative in Acts to the same “ Theophilus’ and
would relate the wonderful results achieved by the apostles as they did
the work that the Lord had given them to do. (See Acts 1:1-26.)
6. Seethechart, “ The Final Week,” page 158.
See the chart, “ Chronology of the Last Days of Jesus,” page 159.
8. Seethe chart, “ Appearances of Jesus Following His Resurrection,”
page 160.
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QUESTIONS ON THE SYNOPTIC GOSPEL S-- LESSON TWENTY-SIX

Read: Matthew 28:1-20
Mark 16:1-20
Luke 24:1-53
[John 20:1- 21:24]

1. Three women, , , and
, were concerned about the large that seded the tomb.
2. An had already moved the and was
on it when the women arrived to Jesus with
3. Matthew speaks of one , Mark speaks of a ,
L uke speaks of two , and John speaks of two appearing
at the tomb following Jesus’ resurrection.
4, told and (See John 13:23))
that Jesus body was gone. outran to the tomb.
5. Mary saw the risen Lord, whom she thought was the

Why was she told not to touch Him at thet time?

6. The soldiers reported to the what had happened. Much
was given to them as a bribe for telling that Jesus' body had been
while the soldiers were

7. How long did their false report last among the Jews?

8. Two disciples, one of whom was named , were walking to the village of
when they met Jesus. Did they recognize Him immediately?

9. These men said that it was the day since Jesus had been
They told of some who had seen and of others who had seen only the
tomb.
10. Meanwhile, the Lord had appeared to the apostle aso.
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11

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Later, Jesus appeared to the eeven and upbraided them because of their

and of toward His resurrection.
He showed them His , His , and His and
said that a does not have and asHe had.

Christ urged the apostles, “Receaive ye the

was unwilling to accept others testimony unless he could touch
the inJesus hands and the inHisside. When this
occurred later, he said, “My and my

records a lengthy description of an encounter between Jesus and the

eleven at the Sea of
Jesus directed the disciples how to catch . They caught one hundred
and fish. Later, they ate abreakfast of
and
Onamountainin , Jesus gave a commission to the gpostlesto
the gospel to creature and to
people by the authority of the , the , and the
for the of sins.
records that Jeus charged the apostles to preach and
of sinsto , beginning from
The apostles were to wait in until they received
from
The disciples returned to with great
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DAY

THE FINAL WEEK

EVENT

REFERENCES

Sunday

* Jesus' triumpha entry

Mt. 21:1-11; MK .11:1-11; Lk. 19:29-44

Monday

* Jesus cleanses the temple

Mt. 21:12-17; Mk. 11:15-19; Lk. 19:45-48

Tuesday

* Jesus authority challenged

* Jesusforetdls Jerusdem’'s
destruction & world’'send

* Judas conspires to betray
Jesus to His enemies

Mt. 21:23-27; Mk. 11:27-33; Lk. 20:1-8
Mt. 24, 25; Mk.13; Lk. 21:5-38

Mt. 26:1-5,14-16; Mk.14:1,2,10,11; Lk. 22:1-6

Wednesday

(' Nothing recorded of any events)

Thursday

* The Passover Supper eaten,;
the Lord's Supper indtituted

Mt. 26:17-30; Mk. 14:12-26; Lk. 22:7-30

Thursday/Friday

* Jesus praysin Gethsemane
* Jesus betrayed and arrested

Mt. 26:36-46; M k. 14:32-42; L k. 22:39-46
Mt. 26:47-56; Mk. 14:43-52; Lk. 22:47-53

Friday * “Trid” before Annas (John 18:12-24)
* Trid before Caaphas Mt. 26:57-68; MK. 14:53-65; Lk. 22:54-65
* Peter denies Jesus Mt. 26:69-75; MK. 14:66-72; Lk. 22:55-62
* Jesus formaly condemned Mt. 27:1,2; Mk. 15:1; Lk. 22:66-71
* Judas hangs himsdf Mt. 27:3-10
* Trid before Pilate Mt. 27:11-31; Mk. 15:1-20; Lk. 23:1-25
* Appearance before Herod Lk. 23:6-12
* Sentence by Rilate Mt. 27:24-31; MK. 15:15-20; Lk. 23:18-25
* Jesusis crucified Mt. 27:32-56; MK. 15:21-41; Lk. 26-49
* Jesusis buried Mt. 27:57-61; MK. 15:42-47; Lk. 23:50-56
Saturday * The tomb is secured Mt. 27:62-66
Sunday * Jesusisraised Mt. 28:1-10; Mk. 16:1-11; L k.24:1-12
* The wak to Emmeus MKk. 16:12,13; Lk. 24:13-35
* First appearance to disciples Mk. 16:14; Lk. 24:36-43
Forty Days * Other appearances and events Mt. 28; Mk. 16; Lk. 24
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Chronology of the Last Days of Jesus

“Three Daysand Three Nights’ Forty Days
Jewish Preparation Day Jewish Sabbath Day First Day First Day Thursday(?)
6:00-9:00A.M.  12:00-3:00 3:00-6:00P.M. 6:00P.M.-6:00P.M. 6:00P.M .- Early AM. Second End 40
Friday (Friday) (Saturday) (Sunday) Sunday Days
Jesus before Pilate; Darkness  JesusDies; Jesusin Tomb Spices Prepared Thomas
CRUCIFIED Jesus Buried Disciples Rest JESUS RAISED! Present
Tomb Secured Women to Tomb Other
Initial Appearances Appear ances
(Acts1)
Great
Commission
(Mt.,Mk.,LKk.)
Ascension
(Actsl)
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APPEARANCES OF JESUSFOLL OWING HISRESURRECTION

Appearance Time Appeared To L ocation References
1 Ealy Mary Magddene Outside Jesus Mark 16:9;
Sunday Tomb John 20:11-18
2 Sunday Mary and Outsde Jerusdlem  Matthew 28:9,10
Mary Magddene
3 Sunday Peter Outsde Jerusdem  Luke 24:34
4 Sunday Cleopus and Between Jerusdlem  Luke 24:13-31
Afternoon Another Disciple and Emmeaus
5 Sunday Ten Apostles, Jerusalem John 20:19-25
Evening Thomas Absent
6 Sunday Evening  Eleven Apostles, Jerusdem John 20:26-29
Following Week  Thomas Present
7 Uncertain Seven Apostles Seaof Gdilee John 21:1-13
8 Uncertain Eleven Apostles Gdilee-Ona Matthew 28:16-20
Mountain
9 Uncertain More Than 500 Gdilee (?) 1Corinthians 15:6
Disciples
10 Uncertain James Jerusalem (?) 1Corinthians 15:7
11 Uncertain Eleven Apostles Mount of Olives Luke 24:50,51;
Near Bethany and  Acts 1.6-12
Jerusalem
12 Uncertain Pau Road to Damascus  Acts 9:3-6
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