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A SHORT HISTORY OF THE CHURCH

I. What is Church History?

A. The*“church” isGod's “cdled out” people; it is God's “possession” Titus 2:14

B. “Hidory” is“asystematic written account of events, particularly those affecting a
nation, inditution, science, or art, usualy connected with a philosophica explanation
of their causes” (Webster’s Dictionary)

C. “Church higtory” isthe written record of events affecting God' s church.
1. The written record conssts of the reports of both inspired and uninspired writers.
2. It dso attempts to offer some explanation of the causes of the events reported.

[l. Why study Church Higtory?

A. Church history gives us a better appreciation of our spiritual ancestry. Ephesians 1:3-11

B. It helpsto portray the “fulness of the Sature of Chrigt” by diplaying the influence of the
church on the smultaneous history of the entire world. Ephessns 4:13

C. It showsthe importance of truth asit exposesthe divisive work of error. Ephesans 4:3-5

D. It warnsthe church in the present about the mistakes of the past. 1Corinthians 10:11,12

E. It helps usto understand the thought processes of rdligious peoples that have led to de-
partures from God's divine pattern for the church. 1Corinthians 9:22

----THE CHURCH IN GOD’SETERNAL PLAN----

God had an eternal purpose which was centered in Christ and the Church:
A. Ephesians 3:1-12 (circa62A.D.)
1. The“mystery of Christ” was not reveded in other generdtions: verse 5.
2. The gospd was intended to embrace both Jews and Gentiles: verse 6.
3. The*richesof Christ” were dispensed after being hidden for “ages.” verses 8,9.
4. God swisdom (plan) involved both Christ and the church: verses 10,11.
B. Titus1:2
1. Eternd life was promised before times eternd. Ephesians 1:4,5
2. It was manifested in “his own seasons’ by God' sword. Hebrews 1:2
C. Genesis3:15; 12:3; Galatians 3:8
1. The*“gospd” (“good news’) was preached long before the coming of Chridt.
2. God's plan was to include Gentiles and well as Jews in His church. Ephesans 3:10,11
D. Hebrews 9:1-12,23; 10:1
1. Thefirg tabernacle was a*'shadow” of thingsto come.
2. Its services, fixtures, and sacrifices forecast corresponding things in the second taber-
nacle (the church).
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3. Itwas“symbalic” of the “good things to come’ in a*“greater and more perfect
tabernacle not made with hands’ (the church).
4. The physica gppointments of the first tabernacle were “imposed” until a*“time of
reformation” [lit., “setting things right”] in the church. Hebrews 9:9,10
5. The more perfect tabernacle (church) would offer “eternd redemption” to mankind for
the fird time.

----THE CHURCH IN PROPHECY ----

The Church wasthe subject of many Bible prophecies befor e its establishment:
I. Isaiah 2:1-5; Micah 4:1-4 (circa750-712 B.C.)
A. The*“Lord shouse” would be established in the “last days.”
1. God's“housg” isHis church (1Timothy 3:15).
B. All naionswould beincluded in its misson on earth.
C. Jerusdem (Zion) would be the place of its beginning.
D. Itsappearance would result from the “word of the Lord” going forth from Jerusalem.

I1. Daniel 2:31-45 (circa600 B.C.)
A. Four world kingdoms are named as preceding God' s kingdom:
1. The Babylonian Empire (Danid 2: 38);
2. The Medo-Persian Empire (Daniel 5:28);
3. The Grecian (Macedonian) Empire (Danid 8:21);
4. The Roman Empire (30 B.C.- 432 A.D.)
B. God'skingdom would emerge during the days of the kings of the “last” (Roman) kingdom.
1. Once egtablished in the world, it would “stand forever.”
I11. Zechariah 1:16 (circa520 B.C.)
A. Jerusalem was to be the site of the beginning of God's church.
IV. Micah4:1,2 (circa712 B.C.)
V. Other prophecies concerning Christ and His church.
A. Isaiah 9:16-- The “government” would rest yoon Christ’s shoulders.
B. Zechariah 9:9-- The King would “comé’ to the “daughter of Zion (Jerusdem).”
C. Micah 4:7,8-- TheLord would “reign” over a“strong naion” in “mount Zion.”

----THE CHURCH IN PREPARATION-- Spiritual Prepar ations----

I. John the Baptist came to prepare men for Christ and Hiskingdom. Mark 1:2-8; Luke
1:13-17; Matthew 3:1,2
1. Chrigt began His work among men by announcing thet His kingdom was “at hand.” Matthew
4:.17
[11. The apostles were sent to help the Jewsto get ready for the kingdom. Matthew 10:5-7
V. The seventy disciples carried the message that the kingdom was “near you.” Luke 10:9
V. Parables, ordinances, and teachings were rich in kingdom ingtruction.
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A. E.g, the“kingdom” parablestaught by the sea. Matthew 13:1-52; 18:15-17; 19:14,24
B. E.g, ordinances to govern conduct in the church [kingdom]. Matthew 18:15-17
C. E.g, unique characterigtics that would characterize the new kingdom. Matthew 19:14,24

----THE CHURCH IN PREPARATION-- Secular Preparations----

I. God had a“time’ in His plan for the gppearance of the kingdom on earth. Gdatians 4:4
A. Hisprovidence arranged for numerous secular factors that would have a distinct influence

on the establishment and spread of His kingdom.

[I. The Roman Empire was an important agency in preparing human minds for a different
kind of kingdom than any the world had seen before.

A.

It showed the operating efficiency and strength of a kingdom when many people were
al subject paliticaly to one ruler, the Roman emperor. God's kingdom would rest on
the complete loyaty of adl subjectsto its one ruler, Jesus Christ. Matthew 16:18

. It demondtrated the attractiveness of the equdity of dl itscitizens. All dtizensin the

heavenly kingdom would enjoy equa standing with their King. Gdaians 3:28

. Protection and prosperity were available only through obedience to Roman law. Al

men regp those same [spiritud] benefits as they wak by the “samerule’ of Christ’'s
[spiritud] law. Philippians 3:16

. The Empire recognized the existence and respected the functioning of loca govern-

ments as long as they reciprocated with obedience to the law of the emperor. The
loca churches would become the functioning units of the God' s kingdom, each one
enjoying its own government within obedience to the law of Jesus. Philippians 1.1

. A cdlimate of peace enhanced the life of each citizen and enabled the attainment of

the politica gods of the Empire. Likewise, political peace facilitated the spread of
the gospel and the reception of the kingdom of heaven by the masses. Spiritua peace
as a necessity to spiritua goals became a central theme of each Chrigtian’s mindset.
Ephesans 4:3; Romans 14:19
A universd cultura language (Greek) became an idedl vehicle for preaching the gospd
and taught the wisdom inherent in “being of the same mind and spesking the same
thing.” 1Corinthians 1:10

. A uniformity of customs and societa practices unseen before in the world was ac-

complished when Roman soldiers were stationed throughtout the Empire. Spiritual
uniformity seemed more reasonable to people previously accustomed to secular
oneness. Ephesans 4.3-5

. Gredt cities that became the hubs of Roman commerce and politica power dso

became hubs from which the influence of the gospd was spread by Paul and others.

. A splendid system of roads and waterway's throughout the Empire mede it easier for

the disciplesto “go into al the world and preach the gospel.” Mark 16:15.
(5



[11. Changes in human rdligion and secular philosophy enhanced the acceptance of the gospel.

A. The Jews had been taught that the Law of Moses was no longer the Law of God.
Gdatians 3:10-12; Colossans 2:14

B. The Greeks rdigion usudly had little reaion to man’s basic need for mora behavior.

C. The Roman religion was no more than an adapted form of Greek religion.

D. The Romans often adgpted their religious beliefs and practices to apped to the
varied religious cultures of conquered nations with resulting religious chaos.

E. Emperor worship was developing within the Empire. Many emperors were wicked
men whaose worship proved difficut for conscientious subjects.

F. Both the secular and religious worlds were “without hope and without God.”
Ephesans 2:12

G. “The ‘fulness of time was drawing near for the Gentiles. The Graeco-Romanworld
had had sufficient time to display what the human mind can produce inits own
drength, without adirect divine revelaion. Great things had been accomplished dong
various lines, but in matters of religion and mordity the pagan world was becoming in-
creasingly conscious of itsinability to satisfy the religious cravings of the soul, and of
itsincompleteness to effect amord regeneration in amoraly corrupt society. These
concrete object lessons prepared the Gentile mind for the reception of Chridianity.”
(Lars Qualban, A Higory of the Chrigtian Church)

IV. The scattering of the Jews among the nations impacted Gentile religion.
A. The Septuagint trandation of Jewish Scripture into the Greek language [c. 150 B.C.]
introduced the Gentiles to basic ideas about God, rewards and punishments, the
doctrine of sin and forgiveness, and the hope of a Savior who could solve the spiritua
distress of sin-burdened people.
B. Jewish synagoguesin Gentile cities and towns became centers for spreading these
new ideas anong Greek nations.

----THE CHURCH ESTABLISHED----

|. The church [kingdom] was not to be established during the time of Old Testament Law.
A. Old Testament prophecies spoke of afuture establishment.
1. Isaiah 2:2-- “ghdl be established in the top of the hills...”
2. Daniel 2:44-- “the God of heaven will set up akingdom...”
[I. 1t was not to be set up during the time of John the Baptist. Matthew 3:2; 11:11
[1. 1t was not to exist during the lifetime of Jesus Chrigt.
A. Jesus and His disciples preached that it was “at hand.” Matthew 4:17; 10:7
B. Jesustaught His disciplesto pray for the kingdom to “come.” Matthew 6:10
C. Hepromised that “I will build my church (kingdom).” Matthew 16:18
D. Hesad it “will come” with power. Mark 9:1; Luke 22:18
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The gpostles were not in the church during Chrigt’ slife on earth. Matthew 18:3
At thetime of Jesus death, good men were “waiting” for the kingdom. Luke 23:51
G. Fallowing the Lord’ s resurrection, and prior to His ascension, the disciples expected the
kingdom to be “restored” to Isragl. Acts 1.6
H. Pentecost (after the ascension) marks the establishment of the God' s kingdom on earth.
1. Jod had prophesied that salvation in the kingdom would begin “in the last days.”
Joel 2:28-32
2. Peter |abelsthe events of Pentecost (Acts 2) as “thisistha” which Jod had foretold.
Acts 2:16-21
3. The“power” promised by Jesus came to the apostles on that day. Mark 9:1
a Ther “power” wasto be imparted by the Holy Spirit. Acts 1:8
b. Power was clearly evident on Pentecost. Acts 2:1-4
c. Theapostles witness of Christ would depend on their receiving power. Acts 1:8
d. Peter and “the deven” [gpostles] proclaimed the risen Savior for thefirst time on
thisoccasion. Acts 2:14-40
e. Pentecost was recognized as “the beginning” of kingdom-savation. Acts 11:15;
(1) Gentiles sdvation was to be characterized by the Spirit's “faling on” them as
He had “falen on” the gpogties“at the beginning.” Acts2:4
I. The kingdom was dways spoken of as an existing entity following the events of Pentecost.
1. Menwere “added to” the church [kingdom]. Acts 2:47
2. Members of the church [kingdom] were persecuted by enemies of truth. Acts8:1
3. People were congtantly being “transferred” from the sinful world into the kingdom of
God's Son during time when the New Testament was being written. Colossans 1:13
4. The apostle John and others were living in the kingdom before the writing of the New
Testament was completed. Reveation 1.9

o

----THE CHURCH EMPHASIZED----
|. Statements about the church call attention to its importance in God' s plan.

A. The church [kingdom] conssts of al the saved on earth

1. God adds al saved people to the membership of the church. Acts 2:47

2. Thechurch isthe“body of Christ.” Ephesans 1:22,23; Colossans 1:18

a Chrigisthe Savior of “the body” [church]. Ephesians 5:23

B. The church occupies other vitd rlaionshipsin God's plan:
It isthe “pillar and ground of the truth.” 1Timothy 3:15
It isthe entity by which God is glorified in thisworld. Ephesans 3:21
It isthe “fulness’ [completeness] of Christ. Ephesians 1:23
It isthe body of Christ and done has Chrigt asitshead. Ephesans 5:23; Colossans 1:18
It recaives “dl spiritua blessngs’ from God. Ephesians 1.3
It isthe body inwhich all are reconciled to God. Ephesans 2:16
It isthe only indtitution built and maintained by the Lord. Matthew 16:16-18

()
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Il. Figuresto which the church is compared emphasize its vaue to God.

A. ltisthecalled out of God. [Gr.-ekklesa] Romans 1:7; 1Corinthians 1:2
1. The Greek city-dates had earlier conssted of “called out” citizens.
a Only true citizens could participate in the calling of ther cities.
b. Those ditizenswere officidly “caled out” to conduct the business of the city.

2. Unique blessings and respongbilities of church citizenship are gtrictly limited to those
who aretruly “cdled out” by the gospd to be citizensin the kingdom. 2Thessdlonians
2:13,14

3. The consequences attendant to this“cdling’ are sgnificant.

a Thechurchiscadled out to eterna glory. 1Peter 5:10
b. The churchis cdled to enjoy felowship with Jesus. 1Corinthians 1.9
C. The church members have been called to be saints. 1Corinthians 1.2
B. Itisthehouse (family) of God. 1Timothy 3:15
1. Every person belongsin one of two families: God' s or the devil’s. 1John 3:10
2. Important relationships accrue to members of God' s family [church].
a God is Father to His children in the family. 1Corinthians 8:6
b. Jesus Christ isthe “eder brother” to members of the household. Hebrews 2:12
3. Numerous spiritua blessngs are atached to family members.
a They are hars of God to enjoy His eternd inheritance. Romans 8:14-17
b. They may know that God will provide things needful to His children James 1:17
c. They will expect beneficid correction from a caring Father. Hebrews 12:7
d. They can be comforted by the Father’ s protection. 1Corinthians 10:13
e. They will, dbove dl dse, rgoice at the Father’ slove for them. Romans 8:38,39
C. Itisthekingdom of God (as previoudy noted). Matthew 16:18; Luke 22:29,30; 1 Cor-
inthians 10:2|

1. Kingdom citizens enjoy areationship with Chrigt the King. Hebrews 2:9

2. Kingdom citizens regp whatever benefits the kingdom may offer. Ephesians 2:19

3. Kingdom citizens are responsible to the laws of the King. 1Peter 3:22; James 1:25

D. Itisthe body of Christ. Ephesans 1:23

1. Jesusisthe head of the body. Colossans 1:18

2. Each Chrigtian isamember of the body. 1Corinthians 12:27

3. Every member of the body is nourished by Jesusthe head. Ephesians 5:29,30

4. Chrigt’s spiritua peace is available to members of His body. Colossans 3:15

5. Men are reconciled to God in the body of Christ. Ephesans 2:26

E. Itisthetemple of God. 1Corinthians 3:16,17
1. Itisthe place (relationship) where worship may be offered to God. Hebrews 2:12
2. ItisGod's*habitation” where He communes with His people. Ephesans 2:21,22
F. Itisthevineyard of theL ord. Matthew 20:1ff
1. Spiritud “fruit” can be bornein God's service in the vineyard. Romans 7:4
2. Thereward for faithful service can be recaived in the vineyard. Matthew 20:8
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----THE CHURCH ASGOD MEANT IT TO BE----

|. Undenominational-- To “denominae’ isto “give anameto” for the purpose of distinguishing
one entity from another; “to call.”

A. ThelLord schurchis“cdled” or “named” by Christ. 2Thessdonians 2:14; Ephesans
3:14,15
1. However, dl are“cdled” into one body [church], not many. Ephesans 4:4
2. This“cdling/naming” produces sameness, not differences, among those who are
cdled/named. Ephesans 4:3; 1Corinthians 1:10
B. The nature of the churchis characterized by Sngularity, not diversity.
1. Itisthe[one] body of Christ. Colossans 1:18
a. Many members make up just one body. Romans 12:4,5
b. No divisons must exist among the many members. 1Corinthians 12:20,25
C. The“fulness’ [completeness] of Chrigt isfound in this one body [church]. Ephes-
ians 1:23; Compare this“fulness’ to the “fulness’ in Colossians 2:9.
2. ltisthe[one] kingdom of God's Son. Colossians 1:13
a Divisonisfatd to any kingdom. Luke11:17
b. The Lord' s kingdom has only one King. Ephesans 4:5.
c. TheoneKingisthe only head of the kingdom in all things. Ephesians 1:22
d. Unity, not division, results when all are subject to the same rule. Philippians 3:16
3. Itisthe[one] family of God. Hebrews 3.6
a. “Same-mindedness’ sorings from brotherly relaionshipsin the church. 1Peter 3.8
4. Locd churchesin the New Testament were divided by location, not by peculiarities of
fath and practice.
a. They were geographicaly multiple in number. Acts 9:31; Gdatians 1:2
b. They were religioudy sngular in ther defining characteridics. 1Corinthians 4:17
C. Division iseverywhere condemned in the Scriptures.
1. Itisoneof the “works of the flesh.” Gaatians 5:19,20
2. Itisan evidence of worldliness, not spiritudity. 1Corinthians 3:3,4
3. Itisthe product of earthly wisdom, not heavenly. James 3:13-18
D. Denominationd (“tending toward divison”) thinking is condemned by God.
1. Thewhole church a Corinth was ordered to “speak the same thing.” 1Corinthians 1:10
a. “Same-gpeaking” is possble only when men are “ perfectly joined together inthe
same mind and in the same judgment.”
b. “Mind’-- “aparticular mode of thinking”-- a complete dedication to following the
onelaw of Chrigt. Philippians 3:16
c. “Judgment”-- “the view held about a matter”-- which is determined by one's
mindset toward the law of Chrigt.
2. The Ephesian Christians were encouraged to strive to keep the “unity of the Spirit in
the bond of peace.” Ephedans 4:3
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a All who are*“led by the Spirit” will beled into the oneness fostered by the one
faith taught by the Spirit in the gospel. Romans 8:14; Ephesans 4:5
b. The one faith [doctring] of the gospel prescribes one Lord [lawgiver], one body
[organization], and one baptism [practice].
¢. Denominationd loydties gender loydties to many lawgivers, doctrines, organiza-
tions, and practices.
3. Chrig’sgod for dl disciplesis perfect unity. John 17:20,21 [“as’ Father and Son!]

I1. Unified in requirement for member ship.
A. God prescribesthe terms of membership. Romans 14:4; James 1:18; ZTimothy 2:19
1. Church membership isinextricably joined to sdvation from Sn.
a. God adds all saved peopleto His church. Acts 2:47
b. The New Testament nowhere ingructs or alows saved peopleto join or be
added to any other religious organization.
2. Membership in achurch other than the one established by Christ is*going beyond”
the doctrine of Chrigt. 2John 9
B. Theterms of membership were uniform wherever the gospel was preached.
1. InJerusalem. Acts2:36-38, 41, 47
2. At Caesarea. Acts10:43,47,48
3. At Philippi. Acts 16:31-34
4. At Corinth. Acts 18:8; 1Corinthians 12:13
5. At other places. Acts 8:5-13; Acts 8:35-39; Acts 9:17,18; Acts 16:25-34

I11. Respectful of the authority of Christ.
A. Chrig’s authority was exercised through His apostles. John 16:13; Gaaains 1:11,12;
Acts 2:42; 2Corinthians 5:20
B. The church was required to abide within Chrigt’ s authority. Galatiansl:6-9; 2John 9
C. Additions and subtractions from Chrigt’s authority are forbidden. 1Corinthians 4:6;
ZThessalonians 3:14; Revelaion 22:18,19
D. Chrid’sauthority was reveded by [illustrated by the Lord's Supper]:
1. Statement(s) of fact-- “Thisdo...in remembrance of me’ (1Corinthians 11:25)--
authority for what to do.
2. Divinely approved example(s)-- “...on the first day of the week...” (Acts 20:7)--
authority for when to do it.
3. Necessary inference(s)/implication(s)-- Compare: “...on the first day... (Acts 20:7) and
“Remember the sabbath... (Exodus 20:8)-- authority for how often to do it.
4. Expediency [something not stated but becessary to executing a duty]-- where to mest,
a what hour, etc.-- authority for necessary details of how to do it.
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E. Authority iseather general or specific regarding any Christian duty.
1. Generd authority gives permission to do whatever is ordered, including whatever
details may be necessary to its execution.
2. Specific authority gives permisson to do only what is ordered, excluding everything
else that might be done to execute the order.
3. Expediency gives permisson to do whatever is necessary to execute what is ordered,
excluding anything authorized by specific authority.
F. Examples of generd authority, specific authority, and expediency:
1. Noahandtheark. Genesis6:14
a. Generd authority-- “Make yourself an ark...” Thisincludes whatever was needed
to build an ark, but excluded what was not commanded, such as building araft.
b. Specific authority-- “...of gopher wood...” This excluded all other kinds of wood.
c. Generd authority-- “...makerooms...” Rooms were essentid to obedience.
d. Expediency-- How many roomsto make in the ark? How long should the boards
be cut, etc. Noah could decide.
2. Chrig’sdisciples and preaching the gospe. Mark 16:15
a Generd authority-- “Go...and preach...” Both actions were included, but dl
contrary actions were excluded, such as not going or going to vist, etc.
b. Specific authority-- “...preach the gospel.” Only the gospd isincluded; everything
eseisexcluded.
c. Expediency-- How to travel [boat, walk, ride, etc.] The disciples could decide.
3. Chrigiansand music in their worship. Colossans 3:16; Ephesans 5:19
a Generd authority [if given]-- “Make music.” [This permisson isnot given!]
b. Specific authority-- “Sing and make melody...” Thisincludes only vocal music and
excludes indrumental musc.
c. Specific authority-- ...psalms, hymns, spiritud songs...” Only these kinds of songs
areincluded. Popular and patriotic songs, etc. are excluded.
d. Expediency-- How many songsto sing, sng from memory or song books, the
method used by aleader to lead songs, Sing in parts or unison, etc.?

V. Organized as directed by the apostles.
A. Theuniversd church had no organization other than thet of Jesus as the head of each
individud Chridtian
1. No forma organization was needed because the universa church as abody was not
assigned any activities to pursue.
2. Only responsihilities for members asindividual s are included in God' s teaching.
B. The locd church [congregation] was the only functional unit prescribed by the Lord.
1Corinthians 4:17
1. It was the organization within which members worshiped together. 1Corinthians 11:18
2. It was the organizations within which members worked together in: supporting gospel
preaching (Philippians 4:15); mutud encouragement and development (Ephesians 4:
(11)




15,16); raising funds for the support of church activities (1Corinthians 16:1,2); and
exercigng discipline on wayward members. (1Corinthians 5:4)
3. Thelocd church [congregation] was governed by a plurdity of elders and served by
aplurdity of deacons. Philippians 1:1
a Each church was directed to appoint elders over it. Acts 14:23; Titus 1.5
b. Elders: rded (1Timothy 5:17); fed (Acts 20:28); oversaw (1Peter 5:2); tended
(1Peter 5:2); and watched (Hebrews 13:17) the members of their loca church.
c. Theauthority of elders was limited to their local congregetions. 1Peter 5:2
d. Elderscould not dter any provisons of gpostalic teaching. 2Thessaonians 3:14
e. Elders made decisons of judgment [expediency] for their loca church
f. Deacons. served to supply physical needs in the congregation under the oversight
of elders. Acts6:1-6; 1Timothy 3:10,13.
0. Elders and deacons met specified qudifications. 1Timothy 3:1-13; Titus 1:5-9

V1. Identified by names of divine origin.

A. Thedivine namefor Christ’s people asindividuals was prophesied. Isaah 62:2
1. The“caling” was divine, not human, as the Greek word indicates.
B. Thedivine name for Christ’s people was gpplied to them. Acts 11:26
C. Thedivine name was endorsed. 1Peter 4:16 [ASV]; Acts 26:26 [NKJV]
D. Christians were cdled by other names because of character or function:
1. “Saints” [sanctified] because they wereto be holy. Philippians 4:21;1Peter 1:16
2. “Disciples” [learners] because they were to continue to learn about Jesus. Acts 20:7
3. “Brethren,” because they were rdated spiritualy as family members. Colossans 1:2
E. Thedivine name for the Chrigt’s people asa unit [locd or universal] was “church.”
1. No proper name was needed because there was no other church in existence.
F. Other designations were given to the church because of:
1. Ownership-- “churches of Chrigt” (Romans 16:16); “church of God” (1Corinthians 1:2).
2. Membership-- “church of the Thessdlonians” (1Thessdonians 1:1); “church of the
firstborn [ones]” (Hebrews 13:23).
3. Reationship to Christ-- Kingdom, Body, Family, Bride, €tc.

VIl. Engaged in ssimple and sincere worship.

A. All worship was governed by the ingtructions of the Lord's Spirit and by the dedication of
the worshiper’s spirit-- “in spirit and truth.”  John 4:24

B. The Lord's Supper:
1. Thetime-- the“first day of theweek.” Acts20:7
2. Thedements—- unleavened bread and fruit of thevine. Matthew 26:26; Mark 14:1
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3. The participants- dl disciples. Matthew 26:26; 1Corinthians 10:20,21
4. The purpose-- amemoria of Jesus. 1Corinthians 11:24,25
5. The manner of observance-- in sSincerity of mind and heart. 1Corinthians 11:28,29

C. Congregationa Prayer:
1. Directed to God asthe Giver of dl good gifts. Matthew 6:9; James 1:17
2. Inthe name of [by the authority of] Chrigt. John 14:13
3. According to God'swill. 1John 5:14.
4. One verbdizes, others carefully follow mentdly; dl “Amen” 1Corinthians 14:14-16
5. All pray “in faith” that God answers the prayers of the righteous. James 1.5-7

D. Snging:
1. Vocd music [*snging’], not ingrumenta music [playing]. Ephesans 5:19; Colossans
3:16; Hebrews 2:12
2. PsAms, hymns, spirituad songs to be sung, not other types of songs.
3. All ang “with the heart” in sincerity and understanding. 1Corinthians 14:15

E. Gving.
1. Onthe“first day of theweek.” 1Corinthians 16:1,2
2. All members should participate-- “let each one of you...” 1Corinthians 16:2
3. Theamount to give-- “as[in proportion as| he may prosper.” 1Corinthians 16:2
4. Giving must be done by “purpose [plan] in the heart.” 2Corinthians 9.7
5. The giver must give “fredy” and “chearfully.” 2Corinthians 9:7

G. Public teaching of the Gospd:
1. Teaching wasincluded as part of the first-day gathering of the church. Acts 20:7
2. The gospe was preached and studied “ steedfastly” a worship time. Acts 2:42

VIII. Pursued the mission (work) specified by the apostles:

A. Evangdism- preaching the gospel to logt (Ephesans 3:10) and saved (Acts 2:42) men.

B. Edification- perfecting of the saints. Ephesans 4:13,14
1. Chrigtians must become “fullgrown” and “no longer children” in the faith.
2. Perfection comes through the word of God. 1Peter 2:2; Acts 20:32; 2Peter 3:18
3. “Thefullness of Chrig” isthe god for soiritud growth. 2Peter 1:4-8
4. Agents through whom growth is achieved: [1] apostles (Gdaians 1:11,12); [2]
prophets (Ephesans 3:4-6); [3] evangelists (2Timothy 4:5,2); [4] pastors (1Timothy
5:17; [5] teachers (1Corinthians 12:28; Hebrews 5:12).
5. Opportunities for “perfecting” one another:
a Public gatherings. Hebrews 10:24,25; 1Corinthians 14:26
b. Private contacts. Hebrews 3:13
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C. Benevolence-- the work of minigering [serving]. 1Corinthians 16:15
1. Individud Chrigtians were urged to “do good.” Matthew 5:16; Acts 9:36,39
a Ther minigry was unlimited-- “to dl men.” Gaatians 6:10; James 1.27

2. Congregationdly, Chrigtians asssted other Chrigtians. Acts 11:29,30; Romans 15:26;

1Corinthians 16:1; Acts 6:1-6

D. Loca churches cooperated concurrently [al churches with a common goa but each one

working independently of the others] in some endeavors. 2Corinthians 8:18,19,23.
1. No religious organization or “sponsoring” church or edership was employed as
achannd through which churches did their work.
E. All fundsfor accomplishing the work of churcheswere raised by free-will offerings of
the members of the churches. 1Corinthians 16:1,2

IX. Insisted on moral purity in its member ship.

A. Both spiritud and physical maritd reationships must be pure. Ephesans 5:25-27
B. Conformity to worldly practices is condemned in the Chrigian. Romans 12:1,2

C. Church members have no fellowship with works of darkness. Ephesans 5:11

D. Sinful habits must be abandoned, godly habits adopted. Gadians 5:16-26; Colossians 3:

1-17

E. Congregations are to “withdraw” from unruly members. 2Thessdonians 3:6,14; 1Corirn+
thians 5:1-8

--THE CHURCH IN JEOPARDY --

|. The Lord's church was not destined to die [become extinct]. Hebrews 12:28; Daniel 244

A. Thekingdom’s*“seed” [life source] isthe word of God. Luke 8:11
B. Thekingdomi'slifeisas durable asthe word of God. Matthew 24:35

. The Lord's church was destined to suffer loss and injury.

A. Discipleswould be drawn away by perverse men. Acts 20:28-30
B. Somewould depart from thefaith. 1Timothy 4:1
C. A great “fdling away” would occur when “restraining” forces were removed. 2Thessa
lonians 2:3-12
1. The gpostasy would be led by a“man of gn.”
2. A “lawless one” would attack the truth with evil tactics.
3. Deception would be fatd to uncommitted Chrigtians.
D. Thesefactors of departure were dready “at work” during New Testament times.
(14)



--THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT --
I. Glory would be given to God through the church in dl generations. Ephesians 3:21
I1. The kingdom [church] would be delivered up to God at the end of time. 1Corinthians 15:24

I11. The Book of Revelation'sthemeis the ultimate triumph of Christ and His church:

A. Revdation 6:2-- Chrig isthe ultimate Conqueror.

B. Revelation 12:1-6-- Thewoman [God' s people] and the child [Chrigt] face serious danger
from the dragon [Satan] but are carried away into the wilderness [refuge] to preserve the
integrity of God's redemption plan.

C. Revdation 13:1,2-- the beast of government and the innocent-appearing beast of false

religion (Reveation 13:11-14) pose an ominous thregt to the church s continued existence.

D. But-- Reveation 17:14-- Assuranceis given that Christ will conquor every enemy.

E. Revdation 21:1-5- The ultimate triumph of Chrig’s church and her glory as Chrigt’s
eternd bride are portrayed in avery beautiful and comforting description.

--THE ANCIENT PERIOD--

|. The Post-Apostolic Age (100 A.D.to 170A.D.)
The church during this time was led by men who had known and had been taught by the
gpodtles of Jesus. They were men such as Clement [Philippians 4:3(7?)], Barnabas, Hermas
[Romans 16:14(7?)], Ignatius, Polycarp, and Papias. They cameto be known asthe Early
Church Fathers. They stood between apostalic practice and Catholic digression

A. Christianity and the Jews

1. Asanation, the Jews had regjected the gospd by the end of the first century. See
Romans 10:1-3.

2. Jerusalem had been destroyed as the divine punishment for their ans.  See Matthew 24.
34-36.

3. Emperor Hadrian[117 A.D.] forbade the practice of Jewish religion; the Jews re-
belled [132 A.D.] under Bar Cochba["Son of the Star* (Numbers 24:17)] and held
Jerusdem for three years. Chrigtians refused to join the rebellion and suffered greetly
at the hands of the Jews.

4. The power of Judaism was broken by Romein 70 A.D. and againin 135 A.D. Jews
were banished from Jerusalem, but Christians were alowed access to the city.

5. Orthodox Jews [*Judaizers’] gradudly continued to add Jewish dements to the gospe
and proved themselves to be neither Jews or Chrigtians. Severa sects evolved:

(& TheEbionites [“poor”] sought to bind the Law on the church

(b) The Elkesaites followed abook of “hidden power” that mixed the gospd, the Law,
and paganism. They were among early influences that eventudly led to the ap-
pearance of Idam.
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(¢) The Gnostics [”knowledge’] were perhaps the most hurtful to the church. They
aso combined pagan ideas with Jewish and Chrigtian principles, but with an apped
to man'sintellectud pride and with radical positions on basic matters:

(1) Creation- There are many “gods.” Jehovah isagod inferior to the Great God.
Hisinferiority istied to the earth’s creation and resulted in a sinful and
undesirable world.

(2) Thephyscd world-- All physicd things are sinful, and man's greatest god is

to become free from every earthly influence and to rise through a specid
spiritud knowledge to an ever closer connection with the Great God.

(3) Sin—- Sinresidesin matter, so redemption congstsin freeing the pirit from
the body. A bodily resurrctionisundesirable for a*“Savior” or for any others.

(4) Savation- The specid knowledge required for spiritua improvement is not
available or suited to everyone; so, everyone cannot be “saved.”

(d) Theinfluence of Gnogticism on Chrigtianity was substantia and lagting.
(1) It prompted “standard” or “orthodox” religion to be adopted, such asthe
“Apostles Creed” and an accepted canon of New Testament books.
(2) The dress on spiritualism led to more e aborate worship in the churches.
(3) Contempt for materiaism resulted in asceticiam and monagticiam.
(4) Intermediary gods between the Great God and man devel oped into the
veneration of saints in the Catholic Church.
(5) Theideaof the eect and non-elect potentidity of men led to the doctrines of
predestination later popularized by John Calvin.
B. Christianity and the Roman Empire.
1. Chridianity spread rapidly throughout al parts of the Empire.
2 There were several apparent reasons for the progress of the gospe!:

(@ Chridians expected the imminent return of the Lord; what they were to do must
be done quickly.

(b) They were convinced that Chrigtianity was the only true religion and was essential
to every man'ssavation.

(©) Church members generdly lived mordly pure and loving lives.

(d) Theequdity of dl believers appeded to the lower and middle classes of hearers.

(e) Paganism had proved to be barkrupt as amord force in society.

(f) The gospd was often pread by traveling merchants and other transents.

(90 Some government officials obeyed and applied their influence to the furtherance
of the gospel message.

(h) Many prominent women were atracted by the exated place given to womanhood.

(i) Mos of dl-- God gave theincrease to His cause. See 1Corinthians 3:6.
3. The gospel’ s success aroused literary opposition by pagan writers.
(8 Apologistswrote in defense of the truth when it was attacked.

(1) Some responses were directed to government officials, asking for tolerance.

(2) Other responses were intended to answer charges made by the attackers.

(3) Judtin Martyr isthe best known apologist in both kinds of responses.
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4. The gospd’s success aso aroused persecution by the Roman government.
5. Features of Chridianity attractive to many often raised govermenta oppostition:

(& Thewdfare of individuds rather than of the state was most importart.

(b) Chrigtian mordity chalenged the debauchery of Roman society.

(o) Christianity emphasized internds, while Roman rdigion was dtogether externd.

(d) Disciples rejected emperor worship, which was endorsed by Roman rdigion.

() Mord family vaueswere in contrast to immora Roman family relationships.

() Chrigianity’s"One God” clashed with Rome's polytheistic culture.

(9) Miraculous giftsin the church were linked with black magic, a serious offense.

(h) Simple worship was misunderstood by critics, e.g., it was charged that actua
flesh and blood were eaten in the Lord’ s Supper.

6. Government persecutions of the church were spread over many years.

(& Nero first persecuted disciplesin Rome [64 A.D.].

(b) Domitian punished Christians with property confiscation, banishment and
death [circa90 A.D.].

(c) Emperor Trajan approved aplan by Finy the Younger [111-113 A.D.] in
Bythinia that permitted the execution of Chrigtians who refused to recant.

(d) Emperor Hadrian[117-138 A.D.] continued these persecutions.

() Antonius Fus [138-161 A.D.] used amilder gpproach but alowed persecutions
to take place. During thistime, the infamous burning of Polycarp at the stake
occurred [circa 155 A.D.]. Directed to renounce Jesus, Polycarp issad to have
replied that he had been a Chrigtian for many years, and he could in no way
renounce his Savior, regardless of the consequences of hisrefusa.

() Marcus Aurdius [161-180 A.D.] encouraged the torture of disciples; Justin
Marytr was put to death in Rome during thistime [166 A.D.].
7. A counter movement, Montanism, arosein the church to try to rectify widespread
goathy in the church [circa 160 A.D.].
(@ It placed great emphasis on miraculous gifts, especialy prophecy accompanied by
trance-like activity.
(b) It also taught the speedy return of Jesus, fanatica self-denid, the direct caling of
minigers, and the undesirability of marriage among Chrigtians.
() Progressive divine revelation reached its climax in the “visons’ of Montanigs.
8. Anearly creed [“the Apostles’ Creed’] was formulated as a summary of truth to be
defended againg heretics:

“1 believe in God the Father Almighty; and in Jesus Christ, His only-begotten Son, our Lord,
who was born of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, crucified under Pontius Pilate and buried,
the third day He rose from the dead, ascended into the heavens, being seated at the right hand
of the Father, whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead; and in the Holy Spirit,

holy church, forgiveness of sins, resurrection of the flesh” [most ancient form].
9. Rudiments of adiocesan episcopacy were aso developing as a defense against op-
position
(& Ignatius [110-117 A.D.] gave much emphasisto the authority of bishops and
deacons to provide stability to the churches:
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“...reverence deacons as Jesus Christ, as also the bishop, who is the type of the Father, and the
presbyters as the sanhedrin of God and the assembly of the Apostles. Apart from these thereis

no church” [Epistleto the Church of Tralles (Turkey)].
(b) By the middie of the second century, three orders of church officers were recog-
nized: bishops, presbyters, and deacons.
(c) Bishopswereimportant because baptism and the Lord’ s Supper were not con-
sdered valid without a bishop or his representative present.
(d) Bishopswere gradudly invested with the power to determine and interpret true
doctrine and saving faith.
(e) Congregational conferences were held to chart defenses against Montanism, to
decide on church discipline, and to discuss the “Easter question.”

II. The Ante-Nicean Era (170 A.D.to 325A.D.)
A. Therise of the Cathalic Church resulted from changesin both doctrine and organization

1
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Origindly, all members [officers and others] had the same privileges. access to God
through faith; forgiveness through obedience to His word; equd participation in the
worship and work of the church.
“Gifted” men directed much of the teaching and activity. See Ephesans 4:11,12.
Some [or many] gifts were imparted to elders. See James 5:14,15.
Preaching and administering the Lord' s Supper were not confined to afew.
The close of the first century saw these duties transferred to local €lders who were
gppointed because they had gifts of teaching. This marked the beginning of the
“clergy” [chosen ones] and “laity” [masses).
During the second and third centuries rule was transferred from bishops to a bishop.
a. Therapid rise of an episcopate [hierarchy] had severa causes.
(1) Confidence was moved from spiritud gifts, as they diminished, to men in-
vested with forma authority in the churches.
(2) Roman law and order influenced the organization of the church.
(3) The God/Christian relationship became regarded as a contract.
(4) Thefight against heresy prompted a desire for more concentrated leadership.
(5) Large churcheswere hard to oversee and discipline with plurd rule.
(6) Disagreements among elders prevented a“united front” for the church.
(7) The martyrdom of some elders gave prestige to the office.
(8) A new generaion grew up in Christian homes and were moreinclined to
changes in the status quo than their parents had been.
b. Cyprian, achurch leader in Carthage [Africal, had a great influence on changes.
(1) Heindsgted thet dl Chrigtians were in one true church.
(2) Hetaught that bishops were essentid to the true church.
(3) Bishopswere supposed to be successors to the apostles with specia powers.
(4) All bishops wereto be consdered as having equa rank.
(5) Rebdlion againg abishop was rebdlion againgt God.
(6) The priesthood of bishops sprang from their specid responghbilities of admin-
istering the Lord’ s Supper and caring for the poor.
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c. A heararchy [rank and order] devel oped rapidy among the churches.
(1) Country bishops enjoyed less influence than city bishops, and bishopsin the
larger cities had more influence than those in smaller cities.
(2) The Bishops of Rome, Constantinople, Jerusaem, Antioch, and Alexandria
[Egypt] achieved the most influence over others because of the importance
of their churches and the locations of their bishoprics.
d. Synods met from the middle of the second century to ded with heresy and
discipline. The“dergy” gradudly eiminated the “laity” from these synods.
e Initidly, synods were usually provindd, rarely intra-provincid.
f. After 250 A.D. provincid synods were often held annually in captia dities with the
bishops of those cities serving as presiding officers.
0. In313 A.D., Emperor Congantine granted “full toleration” to Chrigiansin the
empire.
(1) He soon urged everyone to embrace the Chrigtian religion [325 A.D.].
(2) Hebegan to redtructure the church into an organizationd modd smilar to that

of the empire. This project eventuadly resulted in the present organization of
the Catholic Church

EMPIRE CHURCH
Emperor Pope
Senate Councils
Imperid Governors Petriarchs
Provincid Governors Metropolitans
Civitas Bishops
Citizens Laty

B. The relationship between the empire and the church changed over time.
1. The empire's strength began to decline under emperor Marcus Aurdius[161-180 A.D.].
a Changesin the citizenry took place: alessening of menta and physica energy, a
declining birthrate, and sgnificant movement into cities
b. Changesin governmenta practices aso occurred: heavy taxation, leadership moved
from the more to the less educated people, emperors ruled who were not Romans,
and the army was composed largely of conscriptions from distant provinces.
2. The church became afactor to be reckoned with throughout the empire.
a Eventudly, it becamefairly wel-tolerated during the second and third centuries.
b. However, generd and systematic persecutions occurred during the reigns of
Decius [249-251 A.D.] and Vderian [253-260 A.D.].
(1) The 1000th anniversary of Rome' s founding renewed interest in pagansm
(2) Attacks by barbarians accounted for Rome's ceasing to persecute Chrigtians.
(3) Anedictissued in 250 A.D. threatened confiscation of property, torture, and
desth to Christians who refused to recant.
(4) Many members “temporarily” recanted and were later readmitted to the church.
Others were refused, among them Novation [reputedly the first man to receive
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sprinkling] who became bishop of a splinter church that spread through Europe.
¢. Minima persecution was experienced by the church from 260-303 A.D.
d. Diocletian began a persecution between 303-313 A.D. in an effort to reinvigorate
the empire. This persecution developed dowly:
(1) 295 A.D.-- dl soldiers were ordered to offer pagan sacrifices.
(2) 296 A.D.-- dl sacred books were burned in Alexandria, Egypt.
(3) 303 A.D.-- three severe edicts were issued againgt the church; they cdled for:
(@ Thededruction of dl Chrigian buildings,
(b) Theimprisonment of dl bishops and presoyters;
(c) Subjecting dl Chrigtiansto torture.
(4) 304 A.D.-- another edict cdled for Christians to choose apostasy or degth.
3. The empire finadly became convinced that it could not win the struggle againgt the
church.
a Anedict of limited toleration appeared in 311 A.D.
b. Chridianity was recognized as lawful in the edict of Milanin 313 A.D.
c. Co-emperor Lidnius briefly renewed persecution but was defeated by Constantine
for thethronein 324 A.D.
. Numerous disputes and schisms involving the church dowly changed its identity.
1. Problems continued with various Jewish sects that vigoroudy attacked basic doctrines.
2. Effortswithin sought to compromise Chridtianity with gnosticism and pagan religion.
3. Reformerswith persond agendas resulted in splinter groups.
4. Seriousdoctrind disputes triggered ongoing unrest in the churches.
(@ Should Easter be celebrated dways on Sunday or by the Jewish calendar?
(b) Should converts of “heretics’ be re-baptized?
(¢) Errors concerning the Godhead and the nature of Jesus.
(d) Origin of Alexandria proposed a doctrine of future probation for snners, which
eventudly resulted in Cathalic “ purgatory.”
. Monasticism [the world is evil, and holiness demands extreme sacrifices] gained popularity.
1. Poverty, voluntary cdibacy, and seclusion were strongly emphasized.
2. The movement camein stages. aesthetics in churches; individua hermits; informd
cloigters of hermits; monastic orders conssting of severa hermit associations.
3. Onefamous hermit was Antonius in Egypt, who lived in the desert from age 20 to 106.
. Religious life and worship during the Ante-Nicean period impacted the empire.
1. Home and family responsbilities were elevated as high priorities for Chrigians.
2. Devotion to religion and to strict morality were stressed in the church.
3. Paganidic occupations were avoided: image makers, actors and magicians, bankers,
inn keepers, and soldiers [divided opinions abou this).
4. Church discipline for offenses was severe; authority to discipline was given to bishops.
Penance was introduced for sins committed following baptism.
6. The standard church service included: prayer, praise, sermon; after dismissing pentents
and the“demon posessed,” a second elaborate service ended with the Lord' s Supper.
(20)
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7. Church buildings appeared prior to 200 A.D.; they were usudly rectangular rooms with
arched roofs and very plain.

8. Art work began to be displayed at buria sites. Symbols employed included: an anchor
[Chridt]; afish [Jesus Chrigt, Son of God, Savior]; apam leaf [victory].

9. The adoration of martyrs became popular and memorid services were conducted at
gravesites, but praying to saints and worshiping relics were not yet widespread.

[11. The Post-Nicean Period (325 A.D.t0 590 A.D.)

A. The rdationship of empire to church changed dramaticaly during thistime,
1. Congantine granted Chrigtianity a privileged statusin the empire.
a The"dergy” were exempted from military and civil duties, and their property was
untaxed [313 A.D.].
Customs and laws offensive to Christians were abolished [325 A.D.].
The “trug’ church was alowed to receive legacies under the law [321 A.D.].
The civil observance of Sunday was initiated [321 A. D.].
The state contributed to church buildings and the support of the clergy.
Many Civil offices werefilled with Chrigians.
The first General Council was convened a Nicea[AsaMinor] in 325 A.D.
The seet of government was moved to Byzantium [ Constantinople] to distance it
from the pagan influences of Rome [330 A.D.].
2. Theinvasion of the empire by barbaric tribes [415-752 A.D.] enhanced the spread of
“Chridianity” as these pagan peoples were “converted.”
B. The doctrine of the church evolved rapidly as its borders expanded.
1. Expectationsfor the church to help unify the empire drove the efforts to unify beliefs
and practices into a centralized and stable body of church doctrine,
2. The church sought to settle four basic doctrind disputes that had generated unrest:
a. Arianism-- It was thought that Christ was neither absolutely God or absolutely
man. His nature was a compromise of divinity and humanity. Thisteaching was
rgjected by the Council at Niceain 325 A.D. and by the second General Council at
Congantinople in 381 A.D.
b. Nestorianism-- Christ was supposed to have two natures so distinct that His
every action must be identified as one or the other.
(1) Thisideawas condemned by the third Council a Ephesusin 431 A.D.
(2) “Monophystisn’ said Jesus had only adivine nature; His humanity wasin
gppearance only. The fourth Council at Chalcedon [451 A.D.] differed.
(3) “Monothdetiam” alowed only adivine will for Jesusin His behavior on earth.
The sixth Genera Council rgjected this doctrine [Congantinople, 680 A.D.].
c. Donatism-- The officia authority of church leaders who had defected during
persecution and who had surrendered copies of Scripture was chalenged.
(1). Augustine, bishop of Britain, defended their authority. Officid acts of the
clergy are unaffected by their persona behavior, he contended.
(21)
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d. Pelagianism-- Man has the ability to save himself by his own merits, a doctrine that

was aso aggressively opposed by Augudine. Itsbasic teachings are:

Pdagius Augudine
* Man hasno origind Sn * Origind gnisinherited from Adam
* A free-will Snlesslifeispossble * Man hasno free will; salvation is
savation results from good works whoally by God's grace
* Infant baptism is usdess * Infant baptism is essentia
* God'slaws [Old and New] are only * Since savation iswhally by grace,
helpful, not necessary to save man' sfaith is given from God

C. Augusting s City of God [412-426 A.D.] had a profound effect on church doctrine and
practice.

1
2.

Ten books of this body of work defended Chrigtianity againgt paganiam.

Twelve books contrasted the sanctity of the “city of God” [the “organized church”]
with the corruptions of civil governments. The secular must be subordinate to the
gpiritua. This proposa eventualy gave rise to the Roman Catholic papacy.

D. Theevalution of church organization was aso rapid during this period of time.

1

2.

3.

The bishops ruled the other clergy in dl spiritud and legd matters, supervised Al
finances, and transferred priests and approved their travels.

The office of Metropolitan Bishop was established at Nicea [325 A.D.]. These bishops
vaidated the appointments of lesser bishops and presided over provincia synods.
The office of Patriarch was dso initiated in 325 A.D. Bishops a Rome [who declined
at thetime], Alexandria [Egypt], and Antioch were the first gppointed. Recognition

for the bishops at Constartinople [381 A.D.] and Jerusdlem [451 A.D.] came later.

The Generd Council at Chalcedon[451 A.D.] voted to ingal the bishop of Con-
dantinople as the chief bishop of the entire church

The Roman bishop protested this move as a chalenge to his own standing. A compe-

tition ensued, ultimately resulting in a split between eastern and western churches.

Severd factors favored the Roman bishop in this struggle:

a Rome was the geographica and politica center of the world at thistime;

b. The church a Rome was likely the largest and mogt influentia of al churches;

c. Peter was dready being touted as the first bishop of the Roman church, and he, it

was claimed, had been the direct representative of Christ on earth;
d. Roman missonaries had spread the influence of the Roman church everywhere.

E. Worship and rdigious life saw sgnificant changes during this period.

1

N

Martyrs began to be canonized and relics became popular. The“cross of Christ”
was “discovered by Constanting's mother, and “ splinters’ taken away from Jerusalem
were sufficient, if authentic, to make up severd crosses.
The adoration of Mary as the “queen of heaven” sprang up.
Image worship in the churches had its beginning. during thistime.
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4. Pilgrimages to sacred places, such as Pdestine, Mount Sinai, and the tombs of Peter
and Paul, were desirable destinations for devout travelers.

5. Therite of baptism was greetly embellished, the “sign of the cross’ was popularized,

and other rituals were introduced into the religious lives of people.

The Lord's Supper became recognized asthe literal sacrifice of Jesus.

Worship grew much more formd in the churches.

Many church festivals honored saints and martyrs.

M onasticism became a widespread way of life for many.

a. One famous monk, Smonthe Stylite [390-460 A.D.], lived for thirty yearson a
pillar 60 feet high.

b. Monasteries were organized by stricter rules, e.g., seven hours of work and two
hours of study every day for monks.

© oo N

V. The Medieval World (590 A.D. to 1517 A.D.)
A. Therise of the pgpacy was sgnificant during much of this period.

1. Missonary efforts were widespread among the Cdtsin Irdland and Scotland, the
Teutons on continental Europe, and the Savs and Huns at the eastern fringes of the
empire. These undertakings gave support to Roman Catholic forms and practices.

2. Meanwhile, Idam gppeared as a new religion and as a new contender for supremacy.
a Mohammed was sdf-proclaimed as a prophet at age forty [610 A.D.] and initi-

ated anew religion, Idam ["submission to Allah"].

b. The unique features of Idam were things such as: Allah is Supreme; dl events are
foreordained; good and bad angels continualy struggle; God' s reveation is
contained in the Q' ran [Koran] and Sunna [Mohammed's sayings]; Mohammed
was a prophet greater even than Christ or Moses; man can gain Paradise [a place
of fleshly pleasures] by his good deeds; his best deeds are prayers, fasings,
dmggiving, pilgrimages to Mecca; and war againgt unbelievers. Polygamy and
concubinage were also practiced.

c. The“Hegira” Mohammed' sflight from his enemiesto Medinain 622 A.D.,

marks the forma beginning of 1Idam and its dedication to war againg infiddls.

3. The Holy Roman Empire emerged in Germany as a strong dly of the church.

a A senseof mutud divinity for church and state was nurtured by date officids.

b. Tieswith the Roman church were strengthened by Charlemagne [768-814 A.D.].
(1) He was crowned as Emperor by Pope Leo 111 to begin the tenure of the

Holy Roman Empire of the Middle Ages [800 A.D.].
(2) Charlemagne was bold in advancing new doctrines, new religious practices,
and new effortsin education. He assumed leadership in religious matters.
(3) Hisrdigious reforms resulted in little red permanent change.
(4) Hisempire wasdivided among Charlemagne s three grandsons, who with
their successors, were virtua figureheads until Otto the Great in 692 A.D.
(& The“Holy Roman Empire of the German Nation” exercised power over
Germany and itsterritory, aswell as over Itay, from that time.
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4. Thelconoclast Controversy widened the gap between eastern and western
churches.

a Images and pictures were prominent in western churches, were often worshiped,
acted as “sponsors’ for various undertakings, and their paint scrapings were
sometimes mixed with the bread and wine of the Supper for more efficacy.

b. Eastern emperors cleared churches of images and were denounced by the west.

c. Western popes continued to oppose efforts against images until they became
permanent fixturesin the churches.

(1) The Nicean Council [787 A.D.] approved imagesin worship “in accordance
with gpogtalic tradition.”

d. Images were restored permanently in eestern churchesin 843 A.D.

5. The power of the papacy increased as civil power decreased from 590-1050 A.D.

a Gregory the Great became Rome' s most powerful bishop [590-604 A.D.].

(1) He exercised wide civil and rdligious controls.
(2) Herenounced the eastern bishop’s claim to be “universd bishop.”
(3) He maintained an army and established papa military power.

b. Spurious documentations of papa power and innovations in doctrine and
practice were challenged but were employed anyhow to strengthen the papacy.

c. Popes sought to suppress the influence of archbishops and patriarchs as a means
of enhancing their own power.

6. Monasticism devel oped widdy between 700- 1000 and was encouraged by popes.

a. Monastaries focused on agriculture and missionary activities and became centers
of teaching and learning and copying manuscripts.

B. The Papacy Absolute [1050 A.D. to 1294 A.D.]
1. Three theories developed about the relationship between church and state:

a. The emperor and the pope each was supreme in his own realm. Each should be
supportive of the other for thelrr mutud advancement.

(1) Jesus spiritud and physica dudity was the bass of thisdud rule.

b. The emperor was superior to the pope in secular matters, and the pope was, at
least in some respects, subordinate to the emperor in matters of government.
(1) Jesus rendering tribute to Caesar was the foundation of thisidea

c. The pope was superior to the emperor in both secular and religious matters.
2. The struggle for power between the popes and the emperors findly culminated in

the permanent separation of the eastern and western churchesin 1054 A.D.

a. Photius, patriarch of Constantinope, pressed the attack against Roman power.
(1) Heusad missonariesto diminish the Roman pope' sinfluence.

(2) He openly opposed dl claims of supremacy made by the Roman pope.
(3) He branded eastern and western practices as either “orthodox” or “hereticd.”
(4) He regjected the western addition of “filoque’ [ “and the Son”] to the Nicean
Creed' s statement that the Holy Spirit came from “the Father.”
(5) Thisaddition and the claim for papa supremacy by Rome became the two
magor dividing issues between eastern and western churches.
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Emperor Congtantine 1X planned to pronounce Leo I X as universa bishop, but
Leo' smilitary defeat and the scheming of Constantinopl€e's patriarch resulted in
the permanent divison of east and west.
(1) The patriarch closed Latin churches and took other provocetive actions.
(2) Differences such asthe Roman use of unleavened breed, the “filoque,”
clerica celibacy, and omitting “Hdlelujah” from certain liturgies, were
used in attacks by eastern clerics on the Roman church and its papacy.
(3) Effortsto reconcile the two parties ended with the excommunication of the
Roman church by the eastern church on Juy 16, 1054 A.D.

The Holy Roman Empire had experienced politica “metdown” after 840 A.D. and
divided into two basic geographic entities of Germany and France.
a. Fuedaism, based on land ownership and serfdom, became the system within

b.

which political power was exercised.

A new Holy Roman Empire wasinitiated in Germany by Otto the Great [936-
973 A.D.] inamutual dependency for power between the state and the church.
The emperor “invested” church officids with their offices, giving him some
semblance of control over church affairs.

The emperor’ s relationship to the church in Germany served to generate amore
favorable dimate for church unification in France and e sewhere.

The church promoted the interests of the emperor, and he promoted the papacy.
Mutua “rescue’ efforts of the state and the church would be only temporary.

(1) Theambitions of the church for supremacy would soon bring changes.
Reforms pressed by Odo, a monastary abbot in France, soread throughout the
church. Hecdled for:

(1) The separation of the church from al secular controls.

(2) Theabdlition of “smony,” the practice of buying church offices.

(3) The banning of clerica marriages.

(4) Re-edablishing the powers of the pope asthe red head of the church.

The Ageof Cardind Hildebrand-- the advisor of popes- [1073-1085 A.D.]
a The College of Cardinas was expanded to include wider participation.

b.

Papal |egates in various countries became advocates for more papal power.

c. Strong military dliances were formed with Normans in southern Italy and with

d.
e

the king of France.
Papal power in England was restored through William the Conqueror.
When he became Pope Gregory VI, Hildebrand greatly expanded papa power:
(1) He made celibacy mandatory, thus sopping the inheriting of church offices
and giving the pope more control of church affairsby his“investiture.”
(2) He battled Emperor Henry IV over this matter; the emperor “deposed” the
pope and the pope excommunicated the emperor.
(3) Henry 1V was humiliated by Gregory because of the excommunication.
(4) Henry later retdiated by devastating Rome, which drove Gregory into exile.
(5) The controversy was ended in 1122 A.D. in compromise,
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f. Gregory VII’s position on the papacy gave impetusto papa power:
“The Roman Church was founded by God alone; the Roman pope aonewith right
can be called universal; he alone may use theimperial insignia; hisfeet alone shall
be kissed by all princes; he may depose the emperors; he himself may be judged by
no one; the Roman Church has never erred, nor will it err in al eternity.”

(1) Gregory believed that dl Christian states should form aworld empire with
the pope at its head as God' s representative.
. The Crusades further solidified the supremacy of the western pope.
a. Eight military campaigns against Seljuk Turks sought to regain the Holy Land.
b. These expeditions covered 174 years, 1096-1270 A.D.
c. Pilgrimages by Chrigtians were threatened by the Mohammedans in Pdedtine
after the Holy Land was overrun in 1073.
d. The Byzantine emperor cdled for help, and the western church responded.
e. Paticipation in the crusades was made attractive by Roman popes.
(1) It could dlow a crusader to forego penance for Sins,
(2) It assured salvation if asincere participant died on the way or in the fight;
(3) It freed a debtor of his debts;
(4) 1t provided liberation from prison sentences for many.
f. A children’s crusade was Sarted in 1212 A.D.
0. Theeffects of the crusades were Sgnificant:
(1) They promoted communication between the east and the west;
(2) They advanced the growth of monarchies when states inherited the lands of
non-returnees. This procedure, however, was not practiced in Germany;
(3) They gaveriseto trade and industry, to cities, and to anew middle class,
(4) They simulated intdlectual curiosty;,
(5) They made the pope the supreme ruler of western Europe;
(6) They promoted areligious intolerance that led to the Inquidition;
(7) They simulated interest in relics and in sacred places.
. The period of the crusades aso withessed a movement to reform excess and abuse
in the Catholic communities.
a Monastic orders were founded in large numbers.
(1) These orders gave complete loydty to the popes in exchange for privileges.
(2) Residents were exempted from paying tithes to the church.
(3) Papd legates could not exercise control over the resdents.
(4) Resdents could not be excommunicated except by the pope himself.
(5) Monastics could ignore attending councils unless summoned by the pope.
b. Monastic regulations spread to the common clergy and resulted in a common
dress, acommon community of shared goods, and dormitory living for priests.
c¢. Knightly and Military Orders began to function in Paestine,
(1) Hospitders[Order of Knights of Saint John] protected and cared for sick
and dedtitute pilgrims.
(2) Knights Templar [originating in 1119 A.D.] protected Jerusalem-bound pilgrims.
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d. Mendicant [begging] orders marked a change in emphasis on serving God.

(1) Dominicans and Franciscans were the two most prominent orders.

(2) Their focus became more spiritud than it had been previoudy.
a They gavedl their goods to the poor and preached repentance and love.
b. They traveled and lived on whatever dms they might receive.
c. They placed themselves directly under the pope's authority.
d. They pursued learning and became teachers in schools.
e. They restored preaching to the worship of churches.
f. They became the pope's best tool to suppress heresiesin the churches.

7. Scholagticiam resulted from the new emphasis on reason to support faith.

a Thismovement was certered not on new doctrines but on systematizing and
organizing existing doctrines.

b. The Bible was said to be the only absolutely reliable revelation from God.

c. Itsinterpretation should be according to tradition and harmonious with the
decisons of popes and councils and with the views of the “church fathers”

d. Badsic differences existed among these Scholastics.

(1) Some respected truth thet came from investigation and the use of reason.
(2) Others accepted truth that came solely by revelation-- written or unwritten
(3) The church officidly accepted the latter view; transubstantiation embraced.

e. There was much legislative activity by the popes of thisera

(1) Seven sacraments were adopted for use in the church: baptism, eucharist,
confirmation, extreme unction, penance, ordination, and marriage.

(2) Servicesof priests were made essentid to administering the sacraments.

(3) Transubstantiation and annual confession were sanctioned by the church.

(4) TheInquisition was supported as ameans of stopping heresy [1184 A.D.].

(5) Church laws were reworked so as to enhance the authority of the pope.

f. Scholagtics promoted the “good life,” which consisted of obedience to the
clergy; use of the sacraments and sacramentds [exorcism, holy water, the sgn
of the cross, etc.]; Mariolatry; worship of saints; use of the rosary; acts of
mercy; pilgrimages; adoration of relics, and other acts of devotion.

g. Scholastics dso encouraged education and the use of reason when it agreed
with the doctrines of the church.

(1) Thomas Aquinas defended the state' s right to exist when subject to church.
(2) John Duns Scotus contended that church doctrines are even more vauable
when they conflict with human intelligence.
8. The papacy reached its height of power during the reign of Innocent 111 [1198-
1215 A.D.] who worked to embellish the office to its fullest extent.
a. Thedoctrine of vicar of Christ: The popeisasubgtitue for and represertetive
of Chrig. Heissuperior to al other men when he uses his spiritud powers.
b. Interdicts papa decreesthat condtitute a* speaking between” God and man.
c. Renewed efforts were undertaken to suppress heresies within the church.
d. Numerous clerica reforms were indituted.
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9. Reactionary movements arose in oppogition to the work of Innocent 111.
a The Albigenses[Albi, France] reacted againgt recent church activities. They

b

c

were so serious athrest that the pope sent the French king in a crusade againgt
them [1208-13].

. The Waldenses [led by Peter Waldo] advocated areturn by the church to the
Scriptures; opposed the doctrine of purgatory; denied that the church isin-
fdlible; laymen should be alowed to preach; giving goods to the poor was an
act of consecration.

. Waldenses sought reform within the church and asked for tolerance from the

churchin 1179 A.D. but were nevertheless excommunicated and persecuted.
The sect dill exigsin Italy and members have held citizenship since 1870.

10. Theriseof the Third Estate took place. Thisisamiddle class of merchants,
bankers, and craftsmen who eventualy wrested control of the government from
the clergy and nobility of Europe.

C. TheDecline of the Papacy (1294-1517 A.D.)

1.7

he popes had customarily abused their powers over the church.

a Heresy was made a capital offense. Torture was employed againgt heretics, and

C.

d.

the Inquisition was an officiad department of church adminigtration with its own
courts under the direct supervision of the popes.

The popes clamed the exclusive right to appoint candidates for church offices,
but when candidates contested the gppointments, lawsuits became common.
The offices of bishop and priest were deemphasized and many of their duties
were transferred to mendicant monks.

The pope established his own court of appedls to settle church disputes.

e. Simory [buying and selling church offices] was practiced openly at the papa court.

2. T

he Babylonian Captivity of the Church [1305-1376 A.D.]

a. Boniface VIII exhibited severe papd arrogancy in his efforts to arbitrate awar

between England and France [1295 A.D.]. They ignored hisintervention, and
in retaiation he forbade both nations from taxing church property to fund the
war. The English king continued to tax the church and the French king stopped
the export of dl money from France to the Vatican.

b. Papa resources in France were numerous. firgt year incomes of bishops and
abbotts; the best fuedd estates were reserved for popes and cardinas; appoint-
ments were contingent on payment of church taxes, thetitle to al properties
held by church officids; the right to tithe church property for urgent needs.

c. Boniface excommunicated Philip, the French king, who in turn jailed the pope
until his desth.

d. Pope Clement V, aFrench pope, moved the papa headquarters to Avignon,

France, where it remained for about seventy years [*Babylonian Captivity’].
Seven French popes ruled the church during this period of “captivity.”

e. Thislengthy episode weakened the papacy, now subject to state control, and

cdls were heard for the reform of abusive and immora practices of the church.
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3. The Papa Schism (1378-1417 A.D.)
a. Gregory Xl returned to Rome in 1377, but his successor, Urban V, who was
elected on a promise to headquarter in France, reneged on his promise.
b. Clement VIl was elected at Avignonto serve as a French pope.
c. For forty years the church had two popes and two colleges of cardinals!
d. The Ecumenicd Council a Pisa deposed both in 1409 A.D. and elected
Alexander V-- now the church had three popes!
¢. The Council of Constance deposed dl threein 1417 and elected Martin V.
4. Reformatory movements continued during thistimein Europe.
a. The“Defensor pacis’ waswritten in 1324 in Itay in an attempt to change the
relaionship between the church and the sate.
(1) The church wasto be more democratic and Say in the spiritud ream;
church officers would be elected and paid by the Sate.
(2) The gtate should be controlled by the populace through eected officids;
the king would be dected and rule through a condtitution.
b. William of Occam promoted smilar ideas in France that later influenced L uther:
(1) The popewasfdlible; aGenerd Council has more authority than a pope.
(2) The Scriptures are the only infalible source of Chridtian faith
(3) The church is subordinate to the state in secular matters.
c. Other reform efforts by church councils were successfully resisted by popesin
France and Germany.
5. John Wydif led the demand for church reformsin England [1320-1384 A.D.].
a. The popewasfdlible and was identified as“ Antichrigt.”
b. The doctrine of transubstantiation was a fase doctrine.
c. Thefirg complete Bible in English was published.
d. Wydif was condemned by Gregory X1 but was protected by Parliament.
6. John Hus took the lead for reforms in Bohemia [Czechodovakia) and was arrested
and burned at the stake by the church.
7. Girolamo Savonarola pushed for changes to be made in Florence, Italy [1486].
a Hedeclared that the church would be punished for its crimes and then soon
thereafter would be renewed in its character.
b. Hewas put to desth because of his reform activities.
8. Theeffects of the Renaissance on the papacy are noteworthy.
a Therise of cgpitaism and the middle dass, the emerging influence of nationd
dates, and the increase of humanistic thinking all weakened the papacy .
b. The papacy was increasingly secularized to keep abreast of the Renaissance
movement in socdiety. This added to the demands for reforms.
c. The study of Greek and Hebrew became popular pursuits and gave the
reformers new and better ingghtsinto the Bible text.
d. The printing press alowed wide circulation of the Bible and other literature.
(1) By 520 A.D. there were eighteen German, two Dutch, eleven Itdian, and
four Bohemian trandations of Scripture available.
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9. Reforms represented a backlash from the church’s domination of the people.
a A rdationship with God was possible only “through the church and the clergy.”
b. The church gave protection from Satan and evil spirits by charms, amulets,
prayersto Mary and the saints.
¢. The sacraments were necessary to sdvation. They were withheld by the pope:

(1) By excommunication againg individuas [which removed rights of mass,
holding of church offices, burid, or assstance from other Catholics];

(2) By interdict againg cities, provinces, or kingdoms [which stopped public
worship, Chrigtian burid, or marriage ceremonies; only extreme unction and
baptism could be administered under an edict];

(3) By ban of Empire, a secular punishment prompted by the church [which de-
clared excommunicated persons or communties to be outlaws).

d. Penance was aforma procedure of contrition, confession, and satisfaction.

e. Purgatory was aplacefor find satisfaction for snsand could be utilized only
through observing masses and/or paying dms

f. Indulgences lightened or remitted the sins of both the living and the dead. They
drew from a*bank of good works’ [supererogation] and were sold for money.

g. Thevaue of good works was greatly emphasi zed.

V. TheReformation in Europe (1517 A.D. to 1603 A.D.)

A. Conditions had evolved to generate aradical change in religious conditions.
1. Strong nationd states had devel oped throughout Europe, offering competition to
the church for the loyalties of the populace.
2. The Renaissance of learning had ingtilled in common people a greater sense of
sdf-reliance and independence than ever before,
3. The church was a dominating and repressve force in the economics of nations and
individuas.
4. Religion had become totaly pervasive and controlling of daily life and focused on
outward materidigtic practices rather than on true inward spiritual devotion.
B. Reformation began in Germany with the work of Martin Luther [1483- 1546 A.D.].

1. Luther was born into a poor, drictly pious Catholic family, where God was dways
considered to be severe and threatening.

2. Hewas educated firgt in a village school, then at Magdeburg and Eisenach,
where he was favorably impressed with monks he observed. He sang in the school
chair, which was akind of scholarship of thetime.

3. Heexcdled a the University of Erfurt, where he studied philosophy and law. The
environment was very religious with close ties between school and church. Erfert
was held in esteemn because it possessed a “ drop of the blood of Chrigt.”

4. Severd events prompted young Luther’ s determination to become amonk: his
casud contact with the Bible; an persond accident and a serious iliness; friends who ether
became monks or who died; and a pestilence in the city that took numerous lives.
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5. The culminating factor in his decison was a severe thunderstorm [1505 A.D.] in
which he was dmogt killed. Thereafter he pledged to become amonk in the church.

6. He kept his promise and became a monk, a priest, and a university teacher.

7. A vist to Rome[1510-11] disillusoned him about Catholic Church piety.

8. Luther became avery popular preacher and professor at the university:
a. He usaed German rather than Latin in his classroom teaching.
b. He based his lectures on Greek and Hebrew texts and not on church traditions.
c. A strong apped to the Bible made his sermons fresh and attractive.
d. He employed smple language that common people could understand.
e. He exhibited deep persond faith in God and in the Scriptures.

9. Luther’ srdigious convictions experienced aradica change between 1513-1517 A.D.
He adopted views contrary to the accepted teachings of the church, such as:
a Savation was by faith without any works of merit.
b. Man hasdirect accessto God through hisfath in Chrigt.
c. TheBibleisthe authority for faith and life; vaid tradition must conform to the Bible.
d. The Scriptures can be interpreted with the aid of the Holy Spirit through a study

of context and the laws of human language.
e. The essence of God islove, not alegd contract between man and church.
f. Full certainty of sdvation in Chrigt is possble for man.
10. Luther became very disenchanted with the church because of the sale of indulgences.

a St Peter’s cathedra in Rome had been started in 1506, but funds were depleted.
b. Indulgences were sold by Leo X to raise money for its completion [1513-21 A.D.].
c¢. John Tetzd grestly abused the sale of indulgencesin order to increase profits.

“ “When the Commisary or Indulgence-seller approached the town the Bull (proclaiming the
Indulgence) was carried before him on a cloth of velvet and gold, and all the priests and mo nks,
the town council, the schoolmasters, and their scholars, and all the men and women went out to
meet him with banners and candles and songs, forming a great procession; then all the bells
ringing and all the organs playing, they accompanied him to the church; ared cross was set up
in the midst of the church, and the Pope’ s banner was displayed; in short, one might think they

were receiving God Himsdf ’(Lindsay). Infront of the crosswas placed alargeiron chest to
receive the money, and then the people were induced in various ways, by sermons, hymns,
processions, bulletins, to buy indulgences. Tetzel would frequently say.. *Soon as the groschen

in the casket rings, the troubled soul from purgatory springs.” ”
11. Luther strongly opposed this and other questionable practices of the Catholic Church.
12. On October 31, 1517 A.D. henalled 95 Theses [propositions] on the door of the
Castle Church at Wittenburg, Germany, asking for a debate on these issues.
13. Thisevent marks the beginning of the Reformation movement!
14. Events subsequent to the 95 Theses:
a. Luther’s monadtic order sought to silence him but later took his side in debate.
b. The Pope ordered an inquigtion for Luther, who refused to recant his positions.
c. Debate with John Eck, a prominent Catholic apologist, forced Luther to admit that
a Genera Council could err. Whereupon, a papal bull [sedl] was sought againgt him.
d. Luther burned the papd bull [1520] in defiance of the pope's contral over him.
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e. He was excommunicated by the pope on January 3, 1521 A.D.

f.

He then wrote severd tracts supporting his postions

(1) Tothe Chrigtian Nohility of the German Nation urged reform of both church
and dtate.

(2) On the Babylonian Captivity of the Church attacked church doctrines.

(3) TheLiberty of aChrisian Man stressed the priesthood of dl believers.

g. Luther wastried before the Diet [court] a Worms, Germany in 1521.

(1) Reminded and warned about John Huss' murder by the church, Luther replied:

“Huss has been burned, but not the truth with him. | will go on, though as
many devils were aiming at me asthere aretiles on the roof.”

(2) Cdled upon to recant a histrid, he proclaimed:
“Unless | am refuted and convicted by testimonies of the Scriptures or by clear
arguments...I cannot and will not recant anything, since it is unsafe and dangerous

to do anything against the conscience.”
(3) Hewas placed under a ban of Empire which made him acrimind.
(4) Hewas ordered to surrender to the government, and people were forbidden
to help him or to read any of hiswritings.
(5) Hewas secreted by friends for ten months to avoid imprisonment or death.

15. Luther and others continued to advocate change, despite repression by the church.
a Luther ill had no plans to start another church to accomodate his own views.
b. Hetrandated the Bible from the Greek and Hebrew texts; the New Testament was

C.

d.

e

finished in 1522 and the Old Tetament in 1532.

Other men took up Luther’s reform work:

(1) Pnilip Melancthon authored literature about fundamental Bible doctrines.

(2) Karlstadt Carlstadt and Gabriel Zwilling advocated extreme religious and
civil viewsthat went beyond Luther’s purposes. These would have abolished
virtualy dl medieva practices and ceremonies of the church, such as: vows,
cdibacy, clerica garb, images, the confessond, and the mass.

(3) The“prophets’ of Zwikau clamed to receive inspired visons that demanded
the end to infant baptism. When they were opposed by L uther, they denounced
him asa“new pope.”

Luther engaged himsdlf with promoting “Christian” schools.

(1) Thiscame from his convictions about individua judgment and respongibility.

He arranged an order of worship for his followers with these features:

(1) Heretained Catholic ceremonies not specificaly contrary to Bible teaching.

(2) Stresswas placed on things to be heard and not seen in the worship.

(3) A shift from ceremony to preaching was an apped to intdlect and faith.

(4) German was subdtituted for Latin in the mass.

(5) Preaching and congregationa singing were placed at the center of worship.

(6) The confessona would serve as away to do “pastoral work.”

(7) The cup was given to the laity in the observance of the Lord’s Supper.

(8) Theingruction of youth was consdered to be very important.
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f. Luther continued to urge the separation of church and State.
(1) The state should have autonomy in secular affairs, and the church should
have control of its spiritud matters.
(2) But-- the church should be supervised by the state to ensure rationa control. This
pogition resulted in his rgecting democratic government in the church.
16. Thedivisons between “protestants’ and Catholics became clear between 1524-1530:
a Numerous movements were mounted in the church to thwart reforms.
b. Counter-alliances were formed by pro-reform German princes and other officias.
C. A union of dl reform groupsin Germany and Switzerland was attempted in 1529,
Luther inssted that there be doctrina unity among the groups.
d. A sharp disagreement arose about transubstantiation.
(1) Luther contended for the “real presence” of Chrigt in the Supper [“God does
not mock His people with empty Sgns.”].
(2) 2wingli [the Swiss reformer] defended the symbolic nature of the eements.
(3) Luther’s decison about Zwingi’sidea “Y ou have a different Soirit from us!”
e. Disciples of Luther and Zwingli perpetuated the divisions among reform groups.
f. The Diet of Augsburg [1530 A.D.] sought to unite dl Germansto fight the Turks.
(1) The Emperor promised the reform groups afair hearing of their convictions.
(2) Luther presented the Augsburg Confession to state the case for reform.
(@ Twenty-one articles presented the basics of Lutheran faith.
(b) Seven articles addressed abuses now abolished by the Lutherans.
(3) Zwingli’sfdlowers were not dlowed a hearing by the Diet a dl.
(4) The Augshburg Confession was untimately rejected by the Diet, and the re-
formers were threatened with suppression by force unless they recanted.
(5) This confrontation marked a permanent schism between the Catholic Church
and those who adhered to the principles of the Protestant Reformation.

B. The Reformation in Switzerland came from the work of Ulrich Zwingli and John Calvin.
1. Zwingi’s reforms were centered at Zurich from 1519-1531 A.D.
a Hewastrained as a Catholic, served as a parish priest, saw the need for moral re-
forms, and held that church reforms could only be accomplished interndly.
b. He became convinced that the Bible is the absolute authority in religion.
c. Zwungdli was influenced toward becoming a reformer by Luther’ s writings and by
aplague that impelled him to pledge himsdf to God' s service.
d. Luther and Zwingli personally shared in common: poverty, a Catholic background,
great mentd ability, and faith in the Scriptures as a guide to man.
e. They differed in ggnificant metters.

(1) Luther retained everything not anti-scriptural; Zwingli rejected everything
that was unscriptural.

(2) Luther held that the Spirit operates through the word and the sacraments;,
Zwingi believed in adirect converting operation on the heart, that the lofty ideas of
heethens were inspired of God, and that pious heathens could be saved.
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(3) Luther centered his efforts on spiritud reforms; Zwingli advocated political
reforms as well, with the state being subservient to the church.

(4) Luther limited the use of forceto the state; Zwingli advocated the right to effect
church reforms by the force of arms.

(5) Luther'sreligion was centered around God' s absolute Love;, Zwingi's
centered around God' s absolute Wll.

(6) Luther attributed man’'sfdl to persond guilt and advocated infant baptism;
Zwingi denied persond guilt and gave little emphasisto a persond devil.

f.  Zwingli’ swork began in 1519, when he opposed the sale of indulgences.

0. In 1520 he preached againg purgatory, intercesson of saints, tithing, fasting, and
monagticism.

h. In 1522, to demonstrate his oppostion to fasts, his followers ate meet during Lent.

I. Three public debates were arranged by Zwingli with Catholics:

(1) Thefirst debate [January, 1523] featured the discussion of Sixty-seven articles,
including the pope, worship of saints, good works, fagts, festivals, pilgrimages,
monastic orders, celibacy, confession, absolution, indulgences, penance, and
purgatory.

(2) The second [October, 1523] discussed images and the mass.

(3) Thethird [January, 1524] resulted in Zwingli’s endorsement by Zurich’s council.
His opponents were told to conform to hisreforms or leave the city.
Churches were forced to rid themsdlves of Catholic trappings, such as cruci-
fixes, dtars, relics, and candles. Sermonsin the common language were made a
focd part of church services.

j. Reform efforts spread and were gtiffly opposed by the Catholic cantons.
k. War ensued, and Zwingli was dain in 1531.
|. Each canton was then given the freedom to choose its own religious course.
m. Zwingdli's movement would eventudly be absorbed into that of John Calvin.
. John Calvin’s reformation was centered at Geneva, Switzerland [1536-1564 A.D.].
a. Calvin came from a prominent French family, was trained as a pious Catholic,
studied law, and suddenly changed to Protestant thought in 1533.
b. He became a prominent leader of reform in France.
c. Hislnditutes of Chrisian Religion has been called “the most influentia textbook

of systemetic reigion in the Reformation.”

d. He was persuaded to move to Geneva when the city chose to support reform
efforts there in 1535; he was given the job of organizing the city for such support.

e. When Cavin tried to prohibit “unworthy” members from the Lord's Supper, he and
other preachers were forced to leave Genevafor Germany for atime.

f. In 1541 A.D. he was caled back to atroubled city and became its dominant
influence for the next twenty-three years.

h. Cavin'sdoctrina positions aso differed from those of Martin Luther:
(1) He accepted the Bible as man's sole guide in religion.
(2) God'ssovereign will controls everything in the world.
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(3) Each man iseither dect or reprobate for eternd savation.

(4) Thesaved cannot fal away from the state of grace.

(5) Thevishle church includes some non-dect, and church activity [including
the Lord's Supper] were meaningless for them.

(6) Images, bells, candles, vestments, and festivals were rgjected; preaching,
congregationd singing, and the Lord’ s Supper quarterly were included in the
worship of the churches.

(7) Holinessof life wasto be achieved within severe persond regulations.

(8) The church and state were one unit, and church leaders shoud control the Sate.

(9) Severediscipline must be exercised; during 1542-45, Geneva [population
16,000] had 57 executions and 76 banishments for violations of church law.

(10) Individud thrift and industry were associated with civic prosperity.

“Cdvinism was an extreme form of anti-Romanism which made no compromise
with the Roman church” (Qualben).

C. The Reformation in England wastied closdly to the throne [1280 A.D.-1603 A.D.].
1. Ealy influences toward reformation appeared long before any organized movement.
a William of Occam[1280-1349 A.D.] contended that the popeis not infdlible,

oo

a Generd Council has the highest authority, and the Scriptures are the only
infalible source of guidance for life and desth.

John Wydif [1324-84], cdled “the morning tar of the Reformation,” trandated
the Bible [1382] and organized preachersto explain the Bible.

The “Lollards’ asked for reforms and were persecuted by the church.

Luther’ swritings were circulated by 1531 and were burned by the church

L utheranism spread rgpidly in England and many evangelical groups were formed.

f. William Tyndae trandated the New Testament, had it printed in Germany, and

smuggled it into England. He was condemned as a heretic and burned at the
stakein 1536 A.D.

2. Thereign of Henry VIII witnessed a break with the Catholic Church [1509-1547].

a

b.

Henry received specid permisson from Pope dulius 11 to marry his bother’s
widow, Catherine of Aragon, the daughter of Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain.
Only a daughter, Mary, survived the marriage; Henry sought a divorce in hopes of
having ason. Hefeared that a daughter on the throne would be unacceptable.
Henry declared that his marriage to Catherine was sinful, but doubtless was trying to
conced hisred purpose to marry Anne Boleyn, a Protestant woman.
The pope refused Henry’ s request because he feared Spain’s political power.
Henry then befriended Protestant groupsin an effort to secure support for his plans.
He declared himsdlf to be head of the church in England and secured his divorcein
his own civil courts.
New laws were passed: no tribute to Rome; the clergy could pass no law without
the king's permission; no appeals went to Rome but only to English courts.
Henry secretly married Anne Boleyn, and his court voided his previous marriage.
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J.

k.
l.

The pope eccommunicated Henry in 1534, but parliament passed alaw making
him heed of the Church of England and requiring his subjects to be loyal to thet role.
Henry abolished the monasteries and confiscated their property and gave it

to theking sfavorites. This solidified their loyaty and formed a basis for forming
Protestant groups throughout the kingdom.

Henry wanted a reformed Catholic Church with himself asiits head.

In 1539 he made parliament forbid the teaching of Protestant doctrines, and severe
persecutions were raised againgt Protestant adherents.

3. Thereign of Edward VI [1547-53 A.D.], the son of Henry V11 and Jane Seymour,
saw changes in the status of Protestants in England.

a

b.

C.

d.

Edward had been trained in Protestant thought; Thomas Cranmer, Archbishop of
Canterbury, held Lutheran and Calvinist positions and guided Edward' s thinking.
Edward repealed Henry’ s treason and heresy laws againgt Protestants and allowed
Protestant literature to be widely circulated.

Doctrines and worship forms were changed, congregations became more involved
in their own church activities, and the clergy were alowed to marry.

Thomas Cranmer wrote a confession of faith, Forty-two Articles (later reduced to
thirty-nine in number), which became the adopted creed of the Church of England.

4. Thereign of Queen Mary [1553-58], the daughter of Henry V111 and Catherine of
Aragon, witnessed areturn to Catholic practices.
a. Mary was reared a devout Catholic, married into the Catholic environment of

5.

her husband, Philip Il of Spain, and sought to undo Henry’s and Edward' s reforms.

b. She repealed the Refoming Acts that had given protection to Protestants.
c. However, the English parliament refused to return confiscated lands to the church

or to surrender the monarch's headship of the church.

d. Mary forced church officias to adopt Catholic worship and church practice or

face the loss of position and other punishments.

e. Two hundred and ninety known martyrs perished under “Bloody Mary’s’ rule.
The reign of Queen Elizabeth [1558- 1603], daughter of Henry VI and Anne
Boleyn, produced strong support once again for the Protestant cause.

a. Elizabeth favored Protestants as a means of securing their politica support.

She was determined to have both politica and religious control of England.

b. The pope threatened to depose her for rebellious behavior toward the church.
c. The Anglican Church [Church of England] was firmly positioned under her rule.

(1) TheAct of Supremacy [1559] placed the church under the roya crown.

(2) TheAct of Uniformity required a standard Anglican liturgy in churches.

(3) The episcopal [one “bishop’] form of government was retained.

(4) The Thirty-nine Artidles was sanctioned by parliament asthe officid creed
of the Anglican Churchin 1571 A.D.

6. Puritans and Independents played a significant role in English Protestantism.

a Many wanted more drastic reforms than Elizabeth generated: a purer form of
worship [hence, “Puritans’], presbyterian [plural “presbyters’] government for
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the church, and more Calvinig doctrines to be included in the church Articles.

b. The Puritans became wedthy and paliticaly powerful leadersin England.

(1) A “Book of Discipling’ contained their religious platform.
(2 They sought reform from within the Anglican Church.

c. The Independentswere Cavinistic in doctrine and sought to bresk off dl

connections with the Anglican Church
(1) They rgected the accepted forms of church government and insisted that
congregations should be independent and free to govern themsdvesin
keeping with New Testament teaching.
(2) This movement evolved into Congregationdism and played an important
rolein colonid America
(3) Independents suffered extreme persecution for their positions.
(4) Many fled the country; some went to Holland, from where they sailed
on the Mayflower and other shipsto colonize the New World.

D. Radicd Reform Movements sought religious change beyond what previous reform-
ers had accomplished.
1. Anabaptists|["rebaptizers’] originated in Germany and comprised many
different groups that had certain common convictions.
a They rgected infant baptism and rebaptized those who had recaived it.
b. They refused to participate with state churches because those churches had

c. They chosethe“inner light” from the Holy Spirit as far superior to the written word.

members who were not truly devoted to God.

2. There were two types of Anabaptists: Quietists and Revolutionaries.

a

b.

Quietists clamed revelations, vidons, and dreams; the “inner word” of the
Spirit replaced the need for the written word, baptism, or communion.
Revolutionaries dso damed direct divine communications with God; they
sought to overthrow worldly governments and worked toward a kingdom of
God on earth where al goods would be held in common.

3. Mennonites [from their leader, Menno Simong] originated in a peaceful out-
growth from the Anabaptists. Their basic doctrines included:

a

Persond conversion, with baptism asa sgn and sed of sdvation.

b. Regection of infant baptism and the concept of origind sin.

c. Refusd to bear ams, hold civic office, or partake of worldly amusements.
d. Obedience to state government if neither conscience or Scriptureis violated.
e.
f.
g
h

Rejection of any state control over the church.
The washing of feet as a part of church worship and practice.

. Strict supervison of the persona lives of church members.
. Placing alow vauation on the role of the “ sacraments.”

4. Baptists had their origind rootsin England, from where many Independent
Anabaptigsfled to Holland. 1n 1607, John Smythe broke from the Independents
and formed a separate fellowship. Many of these newly-born “Baptists’ later
returned to England or went to other countries and formed churches.
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a These Baptists were Cavinigtic in their doctrines until 1791 when they divided
into two digtinct groups.
b. “Regula” or “Particular” Baptids retained the Cavinist position.
Cc. “Generd” or “Free Will” Baptists adopted the Armenian [free will] position.
5. Libertines, or Spirituds, traced their beginnings to Holland; they believed that:
a Godisthe only spiritud being; there are no angels and no devil.
b. Snisanilluson, snce God isin dl creatures and nothing is bad.
c. Regeneration occurs when one sees no difference between right and wrong.
d. Sdvaion isthe deliverance from the “phantom” of gn.
e. Thereisno truth in the gospd; it offers no red soiritud vaue.
f. The crucifixion and resurrection are merely symbolicd.
0. Legd marriage was inferior to spiritud marriage, and its redtrictions were
unimportant.
(1) A “community” of women and goods should be shared by dl.
(2) Thisradicd view attached “Liberting’ to the group and still defines
loose mord practicesin our society.
6. Unitarians, or Socians, originated in oppostion to the divinity of Jesus.
a The movement flourished under Faustus Socini in Transylvania
b. Doctrines professed by early Unitarians included:
(1) Sdvationisto befound inthe New Testament aone.
(2 All religion should be measured by human reason.
(3) Chrigt was wholly human but should be highly regarded for hisrole.
(4) The absence of sin and guilt makes atonement totally unnecessary.
(5 Man'snatura worth enables him to obtain savation through truth
(6) A human Chrigt has given truth to the world.
(7) Predegtination and doctrines of hell are unworthy of belief.

E. The Catholic Counter Reformation attempted to regain assets lost to Protestarts.
1. Severd organizations were formed within the church to foster more spiritudity.
2. Pope Paul 111 ingtaled reform-minded men in the College of Cardinals.

3. The Society of Jesus [Jesuits] was begun by Ignatius Loyolato strengthen
dedication to the Catholic Church and to itstraditions[1534 A.D.].
a Misson work, chadtity, poverty, and blind obedience to the church condti-
tuted the founding principles of the order.
b. In 1538 the focus was changed to include parish priests who would function
in parish work as preachers and teachers to further the order’s mission.
c. Complete loydty was required of membersto dl superiorsin everything.
d. The order operated under radica doctrines.
(1) “Intentiondism’-- the end judtifies the means in dedling with Stuations.
(2 “Mentd reservation”-- telling the entire truth might not be judicious,
even when under oath.
(3) “Probabilian’-- the“goodness’ of athing makesit right.
(4) Persond responghility islimited by one's duty to obey authority.
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4. Thelnquisition, or “Holy Office” was atribuna to eradicate heresy and to
punish spiritua offenses againg the Catholic Church.
a. Thework began in Spain and was moved to Italy in 1542.
b. Thetribuna employed torture and death to accomplish its task.
¢. Numerous shocking accounts of its activities have been documented.
5. The Council of Trent [three sessions convened, 1545-1563 A.D.] was charged
with firm opposition to Protestantism and with solidifying Cathalic loydties.
a. Three purposes guided its ddliberations:
(1) Define and codify church doctrines.
(2) Reform the spiritud life of the church.
(3) Terminate heresy within the Catholic communion.
b. The Council gave equa standing to Scripture and tradition as guides.
c. They approved fourteen Old Testament gpocryphd [*hidderi’] books.
d. Clerica cdibacy was made binding on church leaders.
e. Maeritorius works were sanctioned, and seven sacraments were validated.
f. Papa supremacy wasimplied inits role as the “ sole exponent” of decrees.
g. The“Roman Catechism” of 1566 affirmed the decrees of this Council.
h. In consequence of Trent, heretics and their writings were suppressed.
(1) A “Pegpd Index” was published to identify prohibited literature.

F. TheThirty-Years War [1618-1648 A.D.] sprang out of controversy about clams
of the Catholic Church to take control of the property of converted rulers.

1. War between Protestants and Catholics actudly began in Bohemiawhen
Protestants were denied the right to build church buildings.

a Caholicswere victorious in early sruggles[1618-29], but Protestants
gained the upper hand in Germany and Bavaria from 1630 t01632.

Severa European and Scandenavian nations were involved in the conflicts.

3. The Peace of Westphdia [1648 A.D.] digned nations into three categories of
state rdigiorn all Cathalic; partly Catholic, partly Potestant; or al Protestant.

4. Statereligions were set: France, Spain, Portugd, and Italy were to be Cathoalic;
Germany and Switzerland were to be divided; England, Scotland, Holland, and
Scandanavia would be Protestant.

5. Individua Cathalics, Lutherans, and Cavinists were to be granted equa

religious and civil rights under the laws of their respective countries.

N

G. Protestant Revivalism [17th and 18th centuries] sought to entrench itsdlf through

Orthodoxy, Piety, and Enlightenment.
1. Orthodoxy sought to organize and systemétize Protestant thought.

a Great emphasis was placed on doctrine and associated controversy.

b. Chrigtian education and strong family life were dso benchmarks.

c. Severd counter-movements resisted the doctrines of Orthodoxy.

(1) Mysticism emphasized an “inner light”as superior to the Scriptures.
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(&) George Fox gtarted the Quaker movement in 1647 and opposed
al church organization and aformad church clergy.
(b) Quaker doctrines the“inner light” of man isthe highest religious
authority; dl [men and women| are priests; no place for the
Lord’'s Supper or baptism; no music in worship; human dignity im-
portant; no military or civil service dlowed [some groups).
(2). Theosophy ["divine wisdom'] sought to discover through inner revela-
tions the essentid truths that underlie al reigion, philosophy, and science.
(3) Latitudinarianism urged more rdigioustoleration in England.
2. Pietism combined mystica and practicd thinking and sought to work against
the pressures on spiritua devotion caused by orthodoxy and formadism.

a. Reigswere not formaly organized but worked within established
churches to enhance the spiritudity of those churches.

b. They followed avery grict code of conduct.

c. Dreamsand visonsrecelved agreat ded of attention.

d. Methodismin England, an outgrowth of Pietism, was led by John and Charles
Wedey and George Whitefidd, who emphasi zed:

(1) Thedignity of ritudsto befollowed by the church in worship;
(2) Aninterestin mydic reigion;

(3) Persond perfection for individua Chrigtians,

(4) Present assurance of persona converson and savation.

e. Methodists were barred from Anglican churches and met outdoors with
remarkable success, sometimes attracting as many as 20,000 people.

f. There was no intent to break with the Anglican community, but the move-
ment sought to work within Anglican congregetions.

0. “Socidies’ werefirg formed, then “bands’ for mutua encouragement and
indruction Findly, “classes’ of about twelve members met together.
Unworthy persons were excluded systematically on aregular basis.

h. When the movement grew into large numbers, the country was divided
into digtricts, and each district was given a superintendent.

i. Ministers were not ordained, and sacraments were not administered until
1784, athough otherwise the movement had afunctiona organization.

J. In America, the Methodist Episcopa Church was set up in Bdtimore in 1784.

k. The effects of Methodism in England can be seen in prison reform, anti-
davery politicd platforms, Sunday Schooals, tract and Bible societies,
foreign missons, community libraries, |abor buresus, poverty relief, medi-
ca dispensaries, orphanages, and other socid changes.

3. Rationalism (Enlightenment) devated the role of human thinking in religion.
a. Deism contended that human reason was the sole religious authority.
b. Deists accepted One God who had made the universe and then left its
conduct to the laws of nature.
¢. Knowledge of God and persond virtue should be man’s primary goals.
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H. Protestantism in America appeared after years of Catholic colonizaion.
1. The earliest colonization was by Spain, Portugal, France, and the Netherlands.

a. Spanish missons were established in Santo Domingo [1512]; Cuba [1522];
Mexico [1530]; and Brazl [1510].

b. Other early Spanish missons came to the mainland: S. Augudine, Florida
[1565], and in New Mexico and Cdifornia.

c. French missonswere set up in Quebec [1608]; Louisana, New Y ork,
Maine and Vermont.

d. English and Dutch settlements prospered through industry and agriculture.

2. Most Protestants came to the New World seeking religious freedom.

a. Episcopalianism was brought to Jamestown, Virginia[1607], and was
the state church until 1776, with derica gppointments made in England.

b. Congregationalism was introduced in the New Plymouth colony in
1620 by passengers on the Mayflower. This became the established
religion of the Massachusettes and Connecticut colonies.

c. Dutch Reformed disciples arrived in 1623 in New Amsterdam [New
York]. Thefirst church was organized therein 1628.

d. Lutheranism came with Dutch settlers to New Netherlands [New York]

in 1623 and spread quickly to other locations.

e. Baptists were organized in Rhode Idand in 1639. Roger Williams left
the Anglican Church and structured the Baptists with congregationd
independence and ardiance on Scripture rather than on creeds.

f. Presbyterians from Scotland and Irdland introduced their religious
practices on Long Idand, New Y ork, in 1640.

g. American Quakers were persecuted in New Y ork, Massachusettes,
and Virginia; they settled in New Jersey, Delaware, and Pennsylvania.

h. Mennonites were organized in Pennsylvaniain 1688.

i. Methodism was brought by preachers and established after 1739. The

firgt church was organized in Bdtimorein 1784.
3. In 1789 [the year of Washington’s inauguration], there were & least twenty-eight
denominations in the new nation.
4. A “great awakening” of persord rdigious feding swept through the

country between 1734 and 1744.

a. Jonathan Edwards [ Congregationdist], George Whitefidd [Methodist],
and Theodore Freylinghuysen [Dutch Reformed] led people into amore
persond religious commitment, higher mordity, and active membership
in the various churches.

b. The churches established many schools and collegesto train preachers,
such as Harvard [1636], William and Mary [1693], and Yade [1702].

c. Most Protestants, except Methodigts, supported the American
Revolution. Congregationdiss were the mogt paliticaly activein this
respect. Jonethan Edwards was the most influentiad preacher of the time.
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V1. TheFirst Restoration Movement in America (1735-1906 A.D.)

A. The earliest efforts leading to the restoration of New Testament Chrigtianity in Americaare
difficult to identify and trace. Conscientious people have in dl ages desired more
scriptural-based security in their struggles to draw near to God. History records restora-
tion events early in the settlement of this nation.

1. Methodists disagreed about the episcopa form of church government soon after its
introductionin this country. Its opponents made the earliest recorded attempt to return
to the form of church government specified in the New Testament.

a

b.

C.

d.

—h

g

James O'Kéelley [born 1735] of Virginia opposed Francis Asbury as aruling bishop.
He had been attracted to Methodism because of its pleafor Bible authority.

He opposed the Genera Conference appointing preachers, he lost his effort for
change and then renounced the Conference.

O’ K eley attempted discuss differences with Asbury, was rebuffed, and withdrew
from the Methodist Episcopa Church in 1793.

He and his sympathizers caled themselves “ Republican Methodigts”
Reform-minded men met in 1794 to devise a plan for church government and adopt-
ed “Five Cardina Principles of the Christian Church’:

(1) Chrig asthe only Head of the church

(2) Members of Chrigt’s church should wear only the name * Chrigtian”;

(3) TheBibleisasaufficient rule in faith and practice;

(4) Chrigtian character should be the only test of fellowship among disciples;

(5) Every Chridian hastheright of private judgment in religious maiters.
“Republican Methodigts’ changed their name in 1801 to "The * Christian Church.”

2. Baptigs dso were included in those who were dissatisfied with the religious status quo.
a. Elias Smith [born 1769] raised questions in Connecticut.

(1) He had been sprinkled as a child but became convinced that baptismis an
immergon.

(2) To identify with Baptists, he would be required to give areason for his hope, be
immersed, consent to their articles of faith, and be voted into the church.

(3) He had serious reservations about certain Baptist doctrines, especialy those that
were based in Cavinism.

(4) Unwilling to compromise his convictions, he and some twenty others formed a
“church of Chrigt” and caled themsdves “Chridtians.”

(5) Smith published “Herdd of Gospd Liberty” [1808], which he clamed was the
firg reigious paper, until 1817. He later wandered into Universdism.

(6) Hetaught: no head but Chrigt; no creed but the Bible; no name but “ Chrigtian.”

Abner Jones [born 1772] became a Baptist in Vermont, dissented from Calvinist

doctrines, and was scorned by Baptists for his dissent.

(1) He became adoctor and practiced until he decided to preach.

(2) He organized a“free church” [1801] and rgjected human names.

(3) Helabored with Elias Smith to establish churches in New England.
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3. Barton W. Stone [born 1772] became one of the most effective early reformers.

a

b.

“~ D oD

r.

He was sprinkled into the Church of England, the state church of Maryland.

After the Revolution, the Church of England fdl into decline, and Stone became
disgusted at the wranglings among the churches. He grew indifferent about religion.
He attended Cadwdl’s school to study for a career in law.

. He heard James McGrady [a Presbyterian] preach, and he joined the Presbyterians.

He became a preacher because most of his school associates were preachers.
Stone preached in severd states and finally moved near Cane Ridge, Kentucky,
seventeen miles northeast of Lexington.

. In hisordination, when asked if he supported the Westmingter Confession of Faith,

he said he did so long as it was congstent with God’' s Word.

. A great “reviva” occurred at Cane Ridge in 1801, with 20-30 thousand attending;

numerous denominational preachers conducted five or Sx meetings a the sametime.
“Converson” indluded: “faling out,” jerking, dancing, “barking,” laughing, etc.

Stone' s preaching of the freeness of the gospel was opposed by Presbyterians, so he
and others withdrew from the Washington [KY] Presbytery.
They formed the Springfield Presbytery and abandoned al creeds but the Bible.

. Seven churches of like faith were established in Ohio, eight in Kentucky.
. Stone redized the Presbytery hindered reformation and dissolved it in 1804.
. Hewrote “The Last Will and Testament of the Springfield Presbytery,” which set

forth the intentions of its former membersto follow a more scripturd peth.

. Stone and his felows were caled “New Lights’ by critics, and they wore the name

“New Light Chrigian Church” for many years.
Shakers made inroads into their number, and some returned to Presbyterianism.
Stone became convinced about immersion but did not press the issue for atime.

s. He continued to establish churches and to plead for their sand on the Bible.

t.

Barton W. Stone is considered the first great American restorer of N.T. religion.

4. Thomas Campbell was aso aleading early advocate of reform.

a

b.

Thomas Campbell [born 1763] was ordained to preach for the Seceders, a branch of

the Presbyterians, in Irdand.

Because of numerous divisons in the Presbyterian community, Campbell was an:

Old Light Anti-Burgher in the Seceder Presbyterian Churchl He was very well

acquainted with religious divison and its consequences.

He was sent to Americain 1807 and was assigned to a church in Pennsylvania.

He gained alarge following as he encouraged union and harmony among Presby-

terians and independents.

He offered the Lord' s Supper to “dl pious’ people following a sermon on unity and

was censured by the Seceder presbytery; he appealed his censurein van.

Campbell broke with the Seceders [1808] after being persecuted by his brethren.

Now without church connections, he continued to plead for unity wherever he could.

A mesting of like-minded people was held to give direction to their efforts, and

Thomas Campbell’ s sermon concluded with his declaration, “Where the Scriptures
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speak, we speak; where the Scriptures are dlent, we are silent.”

. This pogition raised questions about infant baptism; Campbel’s commitment was to

reglect anything that was not authorized in the Bible.

His hearers supported his conclusions, but some reneged after seeing consequences.
The reformers organized into the “Christian Association of Washington” in 1809,
gppointed twenty-one men to lead their effort, and built a meeting place.

. Campbdl’s“Declaration and Address’ [1809] proposed union of bdieversin thisway:

(1) All true Chrigians are in one church,

(2) Locd groups should exigt without divisons and follow the samerulein dl things,
(3) The Scriptures are the only rule of faith and practice for churches;

(4) The New Testament isto be followed rather than the Old Testament;

(5) Thesdlence of Scripture must be respected, and no new laws should be made;
(6) Inferences and deductions are not binding as laws for the church;

(7) Only badc truths are to be the basis of fellowship in the church;

(8) All divisons among brethren are to be avoided;

(9) All fellowship and practices are to be based on Scripture;

(10) All details not scriptura but expedient are to be recognized as such.
5. Alexander Campbell, Thomas son, came to Americain 1809, following lengthy study in

Scotland which caused him to decide to preach in the Seceder church.

a

b.

C.

d.

e
f.

g

h.
i.

He was influenced by Scottish reformers James and Robert Haldane, John Glas, and
Robert Sandeman, who advocated congregationa government, weekly observance of
the Lord’ s Supper, and the emptiness of human creeds.
These influences led to Campbell’ s deparature from the Seceder Church in 1809.
Upon their reunion in America, father and son were both pleased to learn about the
religious changes they both had made during their separetion.
Alexander endorsed the “ Declaration and Address’ and vowed to preach its truths.
He studied the Bible for six months, after which he set out to preach for life.
Alexander was an unusud man, intensely devoted to the truth, possessing great
energy, and persstent in his occupations [he worked from 4 A.M until 10 P.M. daily].
The question of infant baptism bothered him; he set out to defend it, but the birth of a
daughter hastened his determination that immersion was proper baptism.
Seven people, including both Campbells, wereimmersed by Matthias Luse.
Alexander was urged to preach for the Baptists and attended their Redstone Associa
tion as a spectator [1812].
The Redstone Association sought union with the Brush Run church, which agreed on
condition that they could continue to preach their convictions about the Bible.,

. Campbell preached * Sermon on the Law” before the Association in 1816,

in which he proclaimed that men are no longer under the Old Covenant.
He logt the favor of most Baptists following this sermon
He was asked by Baptists to debate a Presbyterian preacher on the mode of baptism
in 1820. Hedid well in defending immergon as scripturd baptism.
Campbdl| challenged al pedobaptists to debate the issue of infant baptism.
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0. W. R. McCdla accepted his chalenge in 1823; Campbell for the first time presented
the idea of baptism for remission of sins, and the Baptists abandoned him completely.

p. Campbell became convinced that “aweek’ s debating is worth ayear’s preaching.”

g. Hejoined the Mahoning Baptist Association [1823], amore flexible organization.

r. He began publishing the * Chrigtian Baptist” in 1823 to advance the cause of restora
tiory he dedlt harshly with the denominationa churches and their clergy.

S. Publication was stopped in 1829 in fear that “Baptist” would be attached to hiswork.

t. He began the “Millenid Harbinger” in 1830 in an effort to teach that the millenium
would see Chrigt’ s influence prosper worldwide. Chrigtianity would triumph, and
meanwhile, divisons must be ended.

u. Baptists continued to oppose the restorers about baptism and other doctrines.

v. The Mahoning Asociaion dissolved itsdf when it redlized its unscripturalness.

w. Alexander Campbell was used widdly as a speaker for clubs and societies aswdll as
for religious groups.

X. He accepted the challenge that Robert Owen, skeptic, madeto dl ministers. The
debate took place in Cincinnati before a very large audiencein 1829.

y. He debated Bishop Purcdl of the Catholic Church in 1837 and N. L. Rice of the

Presbyterians in a Sixteen-day event in 1843.
z. Campbdll became president of Bethany [Virginig] College in 1841.
6. Other Pioneer preachers were dso active in the movement to restore Chrigtianity.

a. Walter Scott [born 1796 in Scotland] came to America and taught Latin in an acad-
emy on Long Idand, New Y ork.

(1) Hetaught with George Forrester and wasimpressed with Forrester’ s rejection of
human creeds and with his dedication to the Bible. Forrester baptized him after
the two had diligently studied together.

(2) Scott assumed Forrester’ s preaching duties after Forrester was drowned.

(3) Hemet Alexander Campbell and both redlized they held amilar religious views.
(4) Both men believed that baptism was for the remission of Sns.

(5) Scott was chosen as evangelist for the Mahoning Association.

(@ Aninteresting event-- While preaching on Mark 16:16 near Steubenville,
Ohio, Scott quoted Acts 2:38. William Amend, adevout man in the
community, was convinced that this verse demanded baptism for remisson
of ans and had vowed that he would obey if he ever heard any such
preaching. He pushed to the front of the audience and demanded baptism.
He exemplified many who responded gladly to the cdl of the gospd in early
restoration days.

(6) Amend's baptism aroused gresat interest and much opposition to Scott’ s work.
(7) Scott continued to be active in preaching in Ohio and converted many people.
(8) In 1832, he began the publication of The Evangdid.

(9) Scott was aman of great generosty and sympathy for others, qualities not

particuarly appreciated by hiswife.

(@ Another interesting note-- It is said that Scott, returning from the grocery
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gtore, sometimes gave away much of what he had bought; he once had two
milk cows and gave one to a needy neighbor.
(b) Such behavior often caused hiswife to shout a him and to drive him from
the house. Heis said to have often spent the night at a friend’ s doorstep.
(10) He became despondent over the approach of the Civil War and eventually
ceased his public work.
(11) Scott died a broken-hearted man in 1861. He was eulogized by Alexander
Campbe | and many others for the significant work he had done.
b. John Smith[born 1784 in east Tennessee] moved to Kentucky in 1795.

(1) Hewas by nature religious and was urged by preachers to “wait for enabling

grace’ to save him from hissns

(2) His“rdigious experience’ [or lack thereof] left him with serious doubts about
his converson.

(3) Smith joined the Baptists and wanted to preach, but he had no “divine cal.”

(4) He often attended loca gatherings and on one occasion was urged to speak.
Frightened, he ran off, came back, and delivered a good lesson to the group.

(5) He continued to preach without a“cal” and enjoyed consderable success.

(6) Smith'slife was marred by tragedy. Heleft hisfarm and went on atrip to
Madison County, Alabama. When he returned, he found his house burned
and two of his sons dead in the conflagration. Hiswife died from grief soon
afterward, and Smith himsdf fell serioudy ill and dmost died.

(7) Undeterred from preaching, Smith returned to Crab Orchard, Kentucky, to teach
the gospd.

(8) Once, asked to identify himsdlf, he said, “I am John Smith from Stockton’s
Vadley...there raccoons make their homes...” He was thereafter known as
“Raccoon John Smith.”

(9) Smith was disturbed by Baptist inconsstencies, e.g, why urge repentanceif the
saved don’t need it, and if the unsaved can’t repent?

(20) Once, while exhorting an audience, he stopped abruptly and admitted his
confusion and his need for enlightenment. He resolved to study the Bible anew.

(12) Smith read Campbdll’ s paper, the Chrigtian Baptist, and was at alossto
understand what creed Campbell supported. He was drawn by Campbell’s
clam of no party loydlties

(12) Herode twenty milesto hear Campbell preach on Gaaians 4. His enthralment
made atwo and one-half hour sermon seem to last only thirty minutes. He
thought Campbell said more in one sermon than al the others he had heard on
the subject.

(13) Heresolved to preach the gospel without creeds and was censured by the
Baptigs for histrouble.

(14) Farming was necessary because churches did not pay him. He preached
anyway, and his[new] wife had to tend the farm while he was awvay preaching.

(15) Smith spent countless hours preaching from house to house and publicly,
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seldom able to spend much time with hisfamily.
(16) In one sx-month period, he reported 700 conversions and five churches set up.
(17) He ill conddered himself a Baptist and hoped the Baptists would accept the
primitive gospel he preached. Instead, they opposed him on every hand.
(18) Much of Smith's effort was focused on trying to lead churches back to New
Testament principles, to the “ancient order of things.”
(19) By 1831, there were some 8,000 Chrigtians in Kentucky as the result of the
teaching of “Raccoon” John Smith and others.
c. Benjamin Franklin [born 1812] became one of the most effective preachers of the gospe
in the restoration movemen.
(1) Franklin was dso an able debater and editor. He published the American
Chrigian Review, the movement’s most influentia paper for many years.
(2) Hewasfirg infavor of missonary societies, then opposed. He refused to
preach where a mechanical instrument was used in the worship.

B. The Progress of the Restoration was rapid prior to the Civil War.
1. Therestoration movement at first atracted mostly men of fair education among the
middle class.
Among the generd public, the message was not dways popular and raised opposition.
The movement had taken on an air of aggressiveness againg error.
4. Preachersrelied solely on the Bible and preached from its texts.
a Strong oratory and long sermons [2 ¥z hours] were common among the restorers.
5. By 1827, the Campbdls had started only two churches Upon beginning the Chrigtian
Baptig in 1823, Alexander launched bold attacks on the clergy and their un-
scriptura pogtions but saw rdlatively little impact made on those pogtions.
6. Thefirg sgnificant impetus resulted from Walter Scott’s preaching and baptizing on
the Western Reserve [Ohio].
7. 1n 1836, it was estimated that some 100,000 members of the movement comprised the
fourth largest church in the United States.
By 1850, the number was thought to be 200,000 to 300,000 strong.
9. Perhapsthe rapid growth and the emphasis on “first principles’ resulted in alack of
attention to teaching about church organization, unity, and work.
10. Tolbert Fanning in 1845 wrote of the dangers of becoming a sect and compromising
with the denominations of the day.
11. Benjamin Franklin listed five causes [1846] for a“dead halt” to the restoration:
a Great politicd excitement in the nation as civil divison grew wider;
b. Great religious excitement about the second coming of Christ;
c. Lack of fath among the disciples;
d. Many good preachers had quit the cause in one way or another;
e. Preaching lacked the zedl and scriptura emphasis as had been true earlier.
12. Sill, many examples of progress are avallable:
a. New York City had two churcheswith 130 and 75 membersin 1842,
(47)
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13.

b. Pennsylvaniahad 55 congregations and some 2,000 membersin 1851,

c. Ohio recognized about 20,000 members by 1852;

d. Indianahad at least 115 churchesin 1839;

e. Kentucky reported 50,000 (?) members, with “revivals’ commonly seeing 25-75
additions, S.M. Scott visited churches in 1845 and reported 380 congregations of
33,830 members, 195 preachers, and 136 churches established in the year just past.

The church in the south grew dower where more rdigious indifference existed.

a. Prior to the Civil War, churches and membersin Alabama and Tennessee were
rather scarce. Few strong congregations had sprung up, and many areas had no
church a al.

b. Missssppi had asmilar Stuation; the church a Columbus had 90 membersin

1845; the number had doubled by 1847.
c. Georgiahad afew churches, and Louisanahad ill fewer before the Civil War.
d. Missouri reported some 18,000 Christians [1845]; Texas had 100 preachers [1851].

C. Organizations and Instruments led to a sharp divison among restorers and disciples.

1
2.

3.
4.

o

Problems began on the Western Reserve in northeast Ohio.
The Mahoning [Baptist] Association was a vehicle by which preaching was spread.
Water Scott had great success as the evangdlist for the Association.
Early on, some doubted the concept for the Association and wanted to terminate it.
In ameeting of the Association [1830], the organization was dissolved.
Alexander Campbell was displeased by this action and asked for a mesting to be held
annualy to hear preaching, to edify attendees, and to hear reports of current works.
Such “cooperation meetings’ became common, and they soon led to state and brother-
hood wide mesetings of the same sort.
These mestings were defended in the Chrisian Magazine by J. Eichbaum [1850]:
a It wasclamed that they were not intended to:

(1) Interfere with congregationa autonomy;,

(2) Formulate a creed or legidate ordinances or customs for churches,

(3) Set out lines of fellowship designed to control congregeations,

(4) Arbitrate differences that might exist among congregations,

(5) Select elders, deacons, or evangdigs for loca churches,

(6) Edablish tests of Chrigtian character for church members,

(7) Concentrate money under the control of afew people;

(8) Hinder any work of aloca congregation.
b. The meetings, ingtead, were intended to:

(1) Determine the needs of churches so asto be able to help in their work;

(2) Help train brethren who were deprived of such training in their local churches;

(3) Pooal finances of loca churches to accomplish works beyond loca means;

(4) Edablish system and efficiency in the work of the church;

(5) Determine the best way of doing the work and spread it among the saints,

(6) Unite the brotherhood and refresh the spirits of the brethren.
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8. These meetings were the forerunners of missonary societies, but they respected the

independence of loca congregations; this gppealed to many church members.

9. Camphbdl criticized those who opposed the meetings [1838]: “...they do nothing right

10.

11

12.

13.

14.
15.

16.

17.

18.

lest they should do something wrong.”
Campbd | published five essays in the Millenid Harbinger [1831] defending coopera-
tion. He argued that when evangdism of the world was too big atask for an individ-
ud, the loca church could take over; when it was too much for alocd church, many
churches could work together.
a Hesad: “A church can do what an individua disciple cannot, and so can a didrict
of churches do what a single congregation cannot.”
b. Some replied to Campbdl’s argument: “Do churches have the right to have
organizations gpart from the loca church to do the work of the loca church?’
By 1841, Campbell declared that “our organization and discipline are greetly defect-
ive, and essentiadly inadequate to the present condition and wants of Society.”
He now believed that a brotherhood-wide organization was needed for evangelism
A series of essays on “ Church Organization” [1841-1848] made these points.
a We can do little to distribute Bibles worldwide without cooperation;
b. We are hindered in evangelism at home and abroad without cooperation;
c. Wearelimited in evating and improving the minisiry without cooperation;
d. Decatful imposters cannot effectively be exposed and restrained without co-
operation;
e. We cannot concentrate the actions of al Christians without cooperation;
f. More thorough cooperation requires a more extensive church organizeation.
A planning meeting was held a Steubenville, Ohio, but only afew attended [1844].
Widespread opposition began to appear. Tolbert Fanning sarted the Gospel
Advocate to examine thoroughly the question of cooperation.
Churches met in Nashville, Tennessee, and decided that organizations other than the
local congregation “discredit the reign of Christ.,” and scripturd authority is crucid.
Cooperation mestings flourished despite the opposition that was raised:
a. Didrict cooperation existed in Virginiaby 1831;
b. Illinois had itsfirsd meeting in 1834; by 1836, the first state meeting was held,
c. In 1835, 25 churches were represented in a meeting in Richmond, Virginia;
d. Indiana sfirs meeting was held in 1839,
e. Kentucky formed its State Missonary Society in 1850;
f. The Ohio Chrigian Missonary Society was organized in 1852.
The firg attempt a a brotherhood-wide effort was D.S. Burnett’s American Chrigt-
ian Bible Society in Cincinnati, Ohio [1845], which was strongly opposed and
existed for deven years without much support. It was terminated in 1856.

D. The American Christian Missionary Society became an enduring churchwide organization.
1. By 1849, Campbell thought groundwork for cooperation had been laid sufficiently.
2. He suggested an investigation and a report on the feasihility of advancing aplan.
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Additiona writing defended congregationd autonomy and the right to cooperate.
He contended that worldwide conversion is the responghility of the aggregate church;
since no plan was given, churches may choose their own plan for such work.
5. He asked readers of his paper to send in their comments. If most agreed with his
thinking, he would call for ameseting to discuss the matter further.
6. A genera meeting was set for October, 1849, for “messengers’ from every church.
7. Campbell did not attend the meeting because of “sickness.”
a. Perhaps he feared the meeting would fail and reflect badly on him asits organizer.
b. Maybe he wanted it to be “their” meeting and cooperative work, and not “his.”
8. Campbell was eected president of the organization despite his absence; four vice
presidents and a committee to stipulate the order of business were also eected.
9. The meseting passed aresolution that amissonary society to convert theworld isa
“scripturd and expedient” organization.
10. “Chrigtian Missionary Society” was firgt adopted as its name; Walter Scott urged that
“American” be added to the name.
11. 156 delegates spent four daysin convention, adopting a congtitution with thirteen
articles, among which were:
a Thenamewould be“ American Chrigtian Missionary Society”;
b. Itsobject was to promote the spread of the gospel at home and abroad;
c. It members and feeswould be: Delegates [$10], Life Members[$20], and Life
Directors [$30];
d. Officerswould be: President; 20 Vice Presidents; Treasurer; Corresponding
Secretary; and Recording Secretary;
e. Twenty-five managers would conduct the business of the Society;
f. The Society would gppoint agents and missionaries, set their pay, and send them
to their fields of labor;
0. The Society would meet annudly in Cincinnati, Ohio;
h. All appointees must prove their good character to the executive board.
12. The convention raised $5,000 in subscriptions and promises for the work ahead.
13. Camphbell favored more control of churches, but this was avoided to retain favor.
14. Some critics claimed Campbel |l had changed his convictions; that his age and others
influence hed led him into his support of the Society. However, it is noted that:
a. Hewas activein the affairs of the Society and defended its functions;
b. Hedid not admit to changing views, only that he had earlier warned againgt abuse;.
c. He had favored the principle of the Society before 1847, the year when David
Lipscomb contended that adverse events [including the desth of a son| deprived
Campbd| of his previous rationdlity;
d. He had not criticized brotherhood organi zations before 1847.

e

E. Opposition to the American Chrigtian Missionary Society was sgnificant.
1. Many Chrigtians “went dong” with the Society because of majority opinion.
2. Some, such as Benjamin Frarklin, first favored it, then opposed it.
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3. Opposition took three approaches:

a. Membership in the Society should not be based on money [fees];

b. It posed athrest to the independence of local congregations,

c. It was adeparture from scriptural precedent and was thereby snful in itsalf.

The chief opponent was Jacob Creath, who condemned its acceptance by popularity.

5. Tolbert Fanning and William Lipscomb initiated the Gospel Advocate to “promote the
free discusson” of the Society. They soon formed and published their convictions.

6. Benjamin Franklin first took conflicting positionsin the American Chrigtian Review.
but soon opposed the Society. He contended that more zedl and better preaching were
needed, not more organization of churches.

»

. Organized missonary efforts were undertaken through the newly-formed Society.

1. Jerusalem was suggested by Campbd| asthe firs missonary effort of the Society. Dr.
James Barclay volunteered to go [1850].

2. Twelve were baptized there during the firgt year; twenty-two in the first three years.

3. Africawas the next field selected; Ephram Smith and Alexander Cross [afreed dave]
were chosen to preach the gospel on that continent.

4. Crossdied of fever soon after arriving in Monrovia, Liberia, and the misson was over.

5. Dr. Barclay found only two converts left in Jerusdem by 1858. Inadequate funding
terminated the Jeruslem work that yeer.

6. J.O. Bearddee was sent to Jamaicain 1858. He baptized eighteen in ten months

7. Forty-seven were converted in Nova Scotia [1858] within fifteen weeks.

8. The Convention in 1863 adopted a resolution condemning “armed traitors’ who would
“overthrow the government.”  This action anticipated the gpproaching Civil War.

. The Ingrumental Music Controversy raised the second grest crisis for the Restoration.

1. Some brethren raised the issue as early as 1851 in Kentucky.

2. The clam was made that instruments would “enhance’ the worship and that the
church was “behind the Protestants’ in the matter of church music.

3. Campbell was asked to write on the subject in the Millenid Harbinger. His opinion:
ingruments would be like “a cowbel in a concert” to true Chrigtians.

4. The preacher at Millersville, Kentucky, reported that “Brother S. wishes to introduce
the melodeon into the church’ [1851].

5. Benjamin Franklin wrote in the American Chrigtian Review that instruments would be
gopropriate in worship only if achurch had “logt the Spirit of Chrigt.”

6. L. L. Pinkerton reported favorably that the instrument was introduced at Midway,
Kentucky, in 1860. It was intended, he said, to improve singing that was so bad that
it would “scare even the rats from worship.”

7. Themelodeon wasfirst used a Saturday night song practice to locate pitch; next, it
was played with the singing; findly, it was used in the Sunday worship service.

8. Many a Midway opposed this action; one member had the melodeon removed from
the building to his house to no avail--another instrument was purchased by the church.
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9. Thus, the Midway congregation is the first on record to use an instrument in worship.
10. However, there are indications that there may have been sporadic use a other places

at earlier dates, but the evidence is unclear as to exactly where and when.

11. In 1864, W. K. Pendleton, Campbdll’ s son-in-law, defended the instrument in an

atidein the Millenid Harbinger. He said:
a Itisadmitted that no mention is made of the early church usng an insrument;
b. Itsuse neverthelessisjudified as an expedient, the same as a megtinghouse.

12. J. W. McGarvey took a stand against the use of Old Testament scriptures to justify

using the indrument in New Testament worship.

13. MosesE. Lard, in Lard's Quarterly, took an aggressive position againg it use:

a Preachers should not even enter meetinghouses where instruments were kept;

b. Chrigtians should not unite with any church using an instrument in worship;

c. Members should first oppose its use with persuasion; if thisis unsuccessful, faith-
ful Chrigtians must at once depart from innovative churches.

H. The Missonary Society Controversy continued to divide the restorers [1866-1870].

1. The Society appeared about ready to disappear in failure in 1866.
a lts“war resolutions’ had favored the interests of the north.
b. Benjamin Franklin, who served as the Society’ s corresponding secretary, abandon-
ed its defense and was severly criticized for his change of position.
c. W. K. Pendleton spoke to the Society in 1866 in defense of its existence:

(1) TheBibleisslent about such organizations, but silence doesit condemn;

(2) Previous understanding of Thomas Campbel’s “where the Bible speaks...
where ...Slent” was incorrect, because Campbel was in the Washington
Association when he made the statement and obvioudy excluded such.

d. Pendleton’s views were quickly used to justify the Society and other innovations.

|. The Instrumental Music issue grew into agenerd challenge to Bible authority [1866-70].

1

2.

3.

Fallowing the Civil War, insruments were gradudly introduced into churches.

a Divisons among brethren resulted from such action in most instances.

Of ten thousand churches, Benjamin Franklin estimated that only fifty used thein-

Srument in 1868.

Large city churches were generdly the most affected by the innovation.

a InS. Louis Chrigtians bought a building from the Episcopdians, dong with ther
$3,000 organ. The membership mostly favored using the organ, and in afew years
those opposed to using it were forced to leave and establish another congregation.

b. A Chicago church ingtdled an organ in 1869 over the protests of its preacher.

c. Contrarywise, aMemphis, Tennessee, church used an insrument at the ingtigation
of its preacher [1870].

Advocates of the instrument contended that its use enabled the church to “keep up

with the world” and with “respectable society.”

The use of ingruments was sddom made atest of fellowship at thistime.
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6. Expediency was the basic defense made for the instrument as well asfor the Society.
a. Isaac Errett defended it as an opinion but discouraged it because of controversy.
7. Benjamin Franklin opposed it as a matter of faith.
8. Robert Richardson, Campbell’ s biographer, wrote that expediency must be within law.
9. Anarticlein an 1870 Millinid Harbinger supported the use of instruments, to which
Campbel’swidow replied that Campbell did not and would not approve of their use.
10. The widespread use of instruments was inevitable as more Chrigians were lulled into
complacency about the seriousness of the problem of innovation.

J. The Louisville Plan [1869] was an effort to stress formalism less and function more.
1. Robert Milligan, president of the College of the Bible, proposed to make the Society
“soripturd” by omitting its objectional festures, such as its congtitution and by-laws.
Instead, set up digtrict, county, state, and nationd groups to pursue evangelism.
2. A committee drew up the “Louisville Plan” to revive commitment to the work of the
American Chrigtian Missonary Society.
a Organizations on each level were to have boards and secretaries.
b. Eachlevel wasto forward one-hdf of al funds received to the level above,
For sx years [1869-1875] there was little enthusiasm for this plan of organization.
4. McGarvey suggested that churches specify where their funds would be spent.

a Most churches wanted funds spent near to home and did not forward them.
5. The Society sought ways by which to gain the support of loca churches.

a Evangdizing in Germany was proposed and seemed to generate interest.

b. Assstance was offered to victims of the great Chicago fire.

c. The formation of awomen’'s missonary organization was advocated.

d. The decison was made for the Society to publish and circulate its own paper.

6. The Christian Women's Board of Missonswas formed in 1874, and itsfirst misson
was directed to Jamaica
7. Still another organization, the Foreign Christian Missionary Society, was set up in

1875 to oversee evangdistic work in foreign fields.

8. These actions seemed to Signa an end to any efforts at compromise or appeasement
by the differing Sdes of the controversy.
9. A divided brotherhood was to spend the next twenty-five years “lining up” into two

Separate and distinct camps.

w

K. Ominous trends among the churches characterized the period following the Civil War.

1. “Progress’ became the theme by which to measure the value of al church activities

2. A serious change was seen in attitudes toward the past and toward the entire concept
of returning to the practice of New Testament Chridtianity.

3. A trend toward adopting the mindset and practices of denominationdism arose.

4. An emphasis on materia prosperity became evident.
a Fashionable church buildings were erected in a number of cities at great cost.
b. The Centrd Chrigtian Church in Cincinnati built a $140,000 building that housed
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an organ that cost $8,000. An impressive organ recita was held “for the benefit of
the Ladies Furnishing Committee”

5. Therewasacdl for less“controversa preaching.”

a Members wanted a“higher spiritudity” and less“fird principles” and “legdism.”

6. The pogtion of preachers was gresatly elevated.

a. Preachers became “pastors’ who supervised the work of local churches.
b. “Reverend” was thought appropriate as away to identify men as“minigers”

L. James A. Gafidd was elected as the “first Christian president” of our nation [1880).

1

o o

10.

11.

Other Chrigtians aso occupied high office in various places during this period.

a R. M. Bishop, an dder in Cincinnati, became mayor of thet city during the Civil
War and was later elected as governor of Ohio in 1874.

b. IraChase served as governor of Indianafollowing his eection in 1892.

c¢. David Lipscomb and others bemoaned what they characterized as atrend of gifted
preachers desarting the pulpit in exchange for public office.

Gafidd first was president of Western Reserve Eclectic Inditute in Ohio.

He served with digtinction in the Civil War and was promoted by Abraham Lincoln to

Brigadier Generd in the Union army in reward for his military leadership.

He was made a Mgjor Generd in 1863 for acts of bravery.

a Hisrdigious habits resulted in hisbeing cdled “the praying colond.”

He dso demongtrated legd skills while serving on court-martia boards in the army.

Gafidd left the army in 1863 to become a representative from Ohio to the Congress.

He was nominated as the Republican candidate for president [1880] on the thirty-

sixth balot.

Gafidd was shot by a digruntled office-seeker on July 2, 1881. He died on Septem-

ber 19.

Following the Civil War, David Lipscomb advanced his position that Christians should

not participate in warfare or in cvil government.

a The popularity of thisideain the south possbly sorang from the south’s defest.

b. Lipscomb criticized Garfidd for his politica pursuits but commended him highly as
aChrigtian. If his conscience would dlow, he said, he would vote for Garfield.

Fund-raising for the Garfidd Memoria Church in Washington, D. C. became the

responghility of the Missonary Society and was built for $32,700.

Lipscomb expressed his great disappointment in Garfield’' s * negative” influence on

the cause of Chrigt in the nation.

M. Divisons among brethren widened dragtically between 1865-1885.
1. The causes of division became more pronounced.

a The use of mechanical instruments in the wor ship expanded significantly.
(1) Only two positions were advanced uypon which choices could be made:
(@ Theuseof any instrument to accompany singing was Snful;
(b) Instruments could be used as expedients to better snging if so desired.
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(2) No compromises were possible about instruments as with the Society.
(3) Theissue over instruments was not as controversid in the south asin the
north.
(& Most of the churches were relatively poor as compared to those in the
north and the purchase of insruments was not a high financid priority.
(b) Teaching againg the instrument had been more intense in the south
(4) Interestingly, David Lipscomb said much more in the Gospel Advocate about
the Missionary Society than about the use of insruments. He declared that the
Society was more dangerous to the church than a“whole orchestra of
ingruments.”
b. The trend toward denominationalism continued to gain impetus.
(1) Some began to defend the church as being a* denomination.”
(2) Acceptance of “Chrigiansin dl denominations’ became a more popular idea.
(3) The“Disciplesof Chrigt” was formally adopted as a denominationa name by
churches that favored “progress’ and that wished not to be identified with
churches that did not favor their innovations.
(4) “Pestors’ and “Reverends’ were seen more often in local congregations.
(5) The*pious unimmersed” were granted recognition with full membership.
(6) Union mesetings and other joint efforts with denominationa churches became
more commonplace.
¢. An daming change about the silence of the Scriptures evolved among brethren.
(1) “Progressve’ members abandoned any appedl to the silence of the Scriptures
as ameans of determining the practice of the church in work and worship.
(2 “Liberty in Chrig” was hailed as the path away from undesirable “legdism.”
. Liberalism began to run pampant in churches that sought to be “progressive.”
a. W. T. Moore supported liberd ideas in England in 1878.
(1) He was sponsored by the Society to serve as amissionary there.
(2) Moore advocated an “undenominationd” approach to the church:
(& Heemployed thetdents of a choir composed of non-Chrigtian singers.
(b) Heinssted that persons sprinkled be admitted to full membership, aslong
as they understood that the church would practice only immersion.
b. R. C. Cave preached asermonin St. Louisin 1889 that revealed his mindset.
(1) Heclamed that Moses and Abraham were ignorant of God's nature.
(2) Hedenied the virgin birth of Jesus and His bodily resurrection.
(3) TheBibleisthe result of an “evolution,” not arevelation.
(4) Thereisno divine plan of salvation for man; water baptism is not found in the
Great Commission and is of no consequence.
. These men were typical of the growing number of libera preachers and members of
churches in many places
. The“Churches of Chrigt” and the “Disciples of Christ” were listed as separate entities
for the firg time in the 1906 United States Census.
. The decison was made in 1907 that the Disciples of Christ should join the federation
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of Protestant Churchesin America; only one vote dissented.
6. With these actions, the division appeared to be complete and irreconcilable.

N. Libera actionswere met with aggressive resistance by restoration-minded Chrigtians.
1. Nadhille, Tennessee, had substantia successin ressting innovations.
a. Lipscomb claimed 50,000 members and 350 preachersin 450 congregationsin
Tennessee in 1891.
b. In 1895, in Nashville done there were ten white congregations and two black; by
1901 the number of white churches had increased to sixteen.

c. Lipscomb claimed 4,500 conservative members in those eighteen churches.

d. Additiond churches were founded over aperiod of years as numerous people
grew disenchanted with liberdism and came from digressive congregations.

(1) Lipscomb favored the existence of many smdler congregations rather than
a concentration of membersin afew large churches.

2. Theinfluence of the Society continued to pread, despite Stiff resstance to its activity.

a The Society was organized in Chattanooga, Tennessee, in 1890.

b. Lipscomb attended as an observer and wrote his views againgt the Society to
no avall.

3. The Society’ stactics probably served to hinder its influence with many people.

a ltsclam that the Society was only an expedient, and that the method by which
evangdism was executed was unimportant, was rejected by conservative-thinking
churches and individuas.

b. Itingsted that any minority opposition to the Society should acquiesce to the will
of the mgority favoring the Society.

c. Where only aminority of congregations in an areafavored the Society, the organi-
zation of the Society was pursued anyway.

d. Many members recognized that the Society often was more interested in making
converts to the Society than in converting people to Chridt.

e. Themgority of congregationsin the south regjected the overtures of the Society.

4. The struggle with liberdism was largely victorious in West Tennessee aswell asin

Middle Tennessee.

a. The action centered around West Tennessee Christian College [Georgia Robertson
Chrigtian College, and Hill later, Freed-Hardeman College] a Henderson.

b. A. G. Freed, N. B. Hardeman, and L. L. Brigance, faculty members of the schoal,
opposed the instrument and the Society, while the loca church utilized both.

c. E. A. Elam’smeeting in Henderson precipitated eventsthat led to anew conserva
tive congregation being established in the town.

(1) BElanwasfirg asked to preach only on “Chridtian living” in his meeting and
not on the issues that were then matters of controversy in both church and
school.

(2) That retriction being unsatisfactory to them, conservative members planned

the medting in a Baptist building.
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(3) Elamwas then asked by the liberd members not to hold the meeting at all.
(4) About seventy-five, including dl the “preacher boys’ in the schoal, attended
Elam’s meeting and began functioning as a congregation soon thereefter.

5. The Nashwille Bible School [later, David Lipscomb College], under the leadership of
David Lipscomb, was insrumenta in the success of the conservetive cause in Middle
Tennessee.

a The school opened in 1891 with thirty-two students, twenty-four of whom were
preparing to preach the gospd.
b. These preacher-students preached throughout the south during summers with
impressive results.
(1) Over thefirg five years, they baptized more than 3,400 people and helped to
dart twenty-eight new congregetions.
(2) Lipscomb’sinfluence with these young men accounted for the stand that most
of them took againg innovations as they preached in various places.
(3) Interest in gtarting other schools followed on the hedls of the success of the
Nashville Bible Schooal.
(4) Danid Sommer was staunchly opposed to the operation of these schoolsin
which the Bible was taught, mainly because he thought that they worked to
the glorification of men and drained much money away from the churches.

6. The progress of the Lord’ s church in Texas was aso sgnificant.
a Audin McGary was effective in gemming the tide of liberdismin Texas
(1) After servicein the Civil War, he entered palitics, was elected sheriff of
Madison County, Texas, and in that office displayed remarkable physicad
courage and enjoyed wide popularity.
(& On one occasion, he arrested John Wedey Hardin, Texas most
notorious crimind.
(b) He confronted the Ku-Klux Klan, strongly condemning their behavior.
(2) McGary was converted in 1881 and soon began preaching wherever he
could.
(3) His most notable achievement was the establishment of the Firm Foundation
in 1884. He used the paper to combat innovations and to advance his
conviction about “rebaptism’ [i.e.,, candidates must understand the true
purpose of Bible baptism for it to be vdid].
b. Othersaso led in the fight againgt digression from the “old Peths”
(1) Men such as Carroll Kendrick, C. M. Wilmeth, J. D. Tant, Joe Warlick,
and T. W. Caskey preached and established churches throughout the State.
(2) The sacrifices necessary to the work they pursued were many and severe.
(3) Churchesin Texas usudly were small for a number of years and were
generdly free from innovations that troubled other sections of the country.
(4) A large protion of the membership in Texas was composed of people who
had migrated from Tessessee, where they had been influenced away from
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the Society and the instrument.
(5 Corrupting dements were inevitable in Texas churches as dsawhere.
(6) State and locd edification meetings began to be held before the Civil War;
these meetings evolved into favor for further organization following
the War.
(7) A resolution to organize the Texas State Society was defeated in 1885.
(8) Another effort to organize the Society was successful in 1886.

O. Divison would witness three different gpproaches to the question of fellowship:

1. Libera-minded members of the churches were disposed to open the doors to al
who agreed to certain “basic” doctrines, regardless of their stance on more contro-
versa subjects. The Chrigtian Standard became the “voice’ of the Disciples of Chrit.
“Expediency” served as the leading judtification for a multitude of innovative
practices among the Disciples.

2. Consarvatively oriented members refused to dlow any activity that could not be
judtified by scripturd authority, including the use of the Society for purposes of
evangdism and the use of mechanicd ingruments of music in the worship. Expedi-
ents were dlowable only when they actudly “expedited” specified activity that
did not conflict with or supplant what is specified. in the Scriptures.

3. One group of brethren attempted to “ride the fence’ of compromise on these issues.
Men such asJ W. McGarvey, MosesE. Lard, W. H. Hopson, L. B. Wilkes, and
Robert Graham attempted to utilize the missonary society in preaching but strongly
opposed the use of the instrument in worship.

a Mo of them refused to preach where the instrument was used.

b. McGarvey described introducing the instrument into a church as “high-handed
wickedness,” but he refused to withdraw fellowship from those who did so.

c. McGarvey was forced to leave his*home church” of many years when the organ
was voted in by the members.

4. Philander Green, an early restorer of the ancient gospel, and whose son became the
secretary for the American Christian Missionary Society, made this nogtagic
statement about restoration devel opments he had observed over many years:

“1 remember well when we had no meetinghouses to dedicate by professional dedicators

or successful beggarsfor money. We had no organsto entertain the congregations, but the
natural one the Lord has given to his children. We had no hired boys just out of college to
play the clergyman and usurp the authority given to the heaven-ordained elders of the church
of God. | have lived to see nearly all things we once preached and practiced changed to the
modern, fashionable, sectarian practices, where all expedients are used to entertain the people
and gain thereby the recognition of the conflicting sects about us, to become popular, and be
considered orthodox and really, one of the branches of the church... When | became a member
of the church almost fifty years ago, | never expected or dreamed that | would live to see the

changein doing the Lord’ swork, asit iscalled, that | have seen”
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VIIl. The Second Restoration M ovement in America (1906-2000)

A. The previous century had witnessed significant achievements toward the planting of
New Testament Chrigtianity on the American religious landscape.

1

2.

3.

Many unscriptura and traditiond religious doctrines and practices had been abandoned
in favor of a sounder religious experience for those dissatisfied with the status quo.
The concept of freedom for persond study and commitment to persona convictions
had been advanced as essentia to aman’s relationship to God.

A more spiritual and less formal gpproach to God in worship and service had been put
forward as more desirable than the stilted formalities that had been imposed on
members of popular churches over along period of time.

B. Though formdly separated from the Disciples of Christ [1906] during most of the
twentieth century, severa problems that had accounted for the divison perssted among
members of the churches of Christ.

1

2.

Some gpparently failed to fully redlize the serious nature of the issues that had

generated controversy among those who were moving toward restoration.

Many did not recognize that the same problems existed in matters advanced by

some “consarvatives’ following the formad division as had been present in matters

pressed by “liberds’ prior to the divison.

Only too late were these smilarities seen and the questionable activities and programs

exposed as untenable for people who ingst on having scripturd authority in al things.

The course of history repested itself among churches of Christ between 1906 and

2000, resulting in another division, abeit informa and undeclared, among brethren
who professed to be committed to “ going back to the Bible,” “ speaking where the
Bible speaks,” and “remaining slent where the Bibleis slent.”

a Thefirg divison initidly surfaced in differences rdaing to the utilization of human
organizations to accomplish some of the work of loca churches.

b. The*“second divison” displayed the same early signs of dissension about whether
churches can use human organizations or other churchesto do work for them that
istheir own obligation to do asloca churches.

¢. Thedivison culminating in 1906 evolved from controversy about church organiza-
tioninto a dispute that dso included a change in the nature of public worship.

(1) The mechanicd musicd instrument was added to the singing of loca churches
as something “expedient” to a“fulfilling” song sarvice.

(2) Many who tolerated the missonary society in evangdization because they
consdered the society to be a cor porate activity in which they were orly
indirectly involved, would not alow the introduction of the instrument
because they understood that worship was necessarily a personal activity by

which they were directly impacted in their relationship to God.

d. The“second divison” among the Lord’ s people has also displayed an evolution
of becoming more than just a dispute about how churches should do their work
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(1) Numerous congregations have made drastic changes in the nature of their
worship services through the introduction of scripturaly unauthorized
activities

(2) Numbers of members of “liberd” congregations have become deeply dis-

turbed about changes that directly affect their personal ability to worship God
“ingoirit and in truth” (John 4:24).
e. The“twentieth century divison” among restorers, aswell asthe first separation
that took place during the nineteenth century, may be viewed in two phases [the
specified dates are only categorized roughly]:

The Firdg Divison The Second Division
First Half-century =~ Dispute over organizations  Digpute over organizations
[1800-1850] [1900-1950]

Second Half-century  Dispute over organizations  Dispute over organizations
and worship [1850-1900] and worship [1950-2000]

VIII. LessonsUnlearned: Early signs of trouble (1900-1950).

A. Characterigtics of conservative churches were somewhat different from many churches
of the nineteenth century. Changes that could be seen during 1900-1940 were:

1. Mogt of the larger and wedlthier congregations had joined themselves with the
libera movement that became the Disciples of Christ [1906].

2. Many of the better church buildings had been taken by the libera members, forcing
conservative members to seek other facilities for their worship.

3. Consarvative churches now consisted, generdly, of poorer members, and physica
facilities now were usualy much more modest than they had been before the
divison.

4. There was agreat emphasis placed on the sudy of “firgt principles” and this theme
occupied a prominent place in the preaching and teaching programs of the churches.

5. There wasrdativdly little interest displayed in evangdization overseas and in places
where the church had not been planted; the role of the Society in evangelization had
become amoot issue for atime.

B. Problems of various kinds surfaced among the churches during this period [1900-1940].

1. In 1909, James A. Allen, writing in the Gospel Advocate, identified some trouble
§pots among conservative brethren:

“...Sunday school, use of literature, meetinghouses, hymnbooks, baptism, the laying
on of hands, woman’s work in the church, and the right hand of fellowship...”

2. Another ligt of problems[1910-1915] was: the “ pastor system,” secret societies [in-
cuding Masonry], and socidism.

3. Plurd communion cups, women teaching children' s classes, posture in prayer, and
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artificid head coverings for women during worship services aso were sources of
concern for some people.

4. Stll others were bothered about Bible colleges and orphan homes supported by the
churches.

a “Bible colleges,” whether supported by church contributions or operated as private
businesses, had existed since Alexander Campbell’s Bethany Collegein Virginia

b. Orphans homeswere relatively latecomers; the first was Boles Home, established
some time around 1909.

5. These and other smilar differences among conservative members were discussed, de-
bated, endured, and survived by those members without precipitating any open
divigons among them
a. Some of these problems remain as matters of difference until the present time.

. Some differences among members and churches during these years were precursors of

serious problemsthat lay ahead for those who considered themselves “ conservative.”

1. These problems, while not immediately causing divisons during the first haf of the
twentieth century, would eventualy become prime factorsin the “informa” divison
that would occur during the second haf of the century.

2. Two forms of centralization arose among churches during the 1930's:

a. Some elders began to oversee some programs of work for other churches,

b. Independent boards began to act for churches in overseeing certain activities.

3. Paticular issues were rdated to such thingsas. human inditutions doing a portion of
local churches work, “one-man missonary societies’ [churches utilizing one man to
meake their decisions about evangdizing in other places, foreign and domegtic], and
the “agency plan” of railsing funds by agents going among churches to raise money
for evangdization.

4. The Henderson, Tennessee, Meseting of 1910.

a. InJanuary, 1910, elders and preachers were invited to meet to “discuss ways and
means by which a number of churches might cooperate in the support of afull
time evangelist to preach in the weak places of West Tennessee.”

b. The formulated plan was. the Henderson church would send out a preacher into
detitute places, and other churches would send funds to the Henderson elders,
who would oversee the work to be done.

c. Thisplan was aforerunner of plans that would emerge some forty-plus years later
in which churches [“sponsoring churches’] would sdlect and announce to the
brotherhood that some particular undertaking was to be their “work of emphasis’
and would ask other churchesfor their financia assistance in supporting that
work. Thus, a preacher, a group of missonaries, radio or televison programs, or
other such efforts might be supported for the “generd good” of the church universd.

5. The ongoing dispute about “Bible” colleges was rampant during 1900-1950.

a Could the churches give financid support to a college or school where the Bible
and “Chrigtian vaues’ were taught as a part of the curriculum?
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b. Some schools during this period took church funds and others did not.

c. Defenders of schools taking church funds contended that the Bible college was an
auxillary to the church to do some of the “educational” work of the church, just as
the “ Sunday School” was auxillary to the loca church in teaching the Bible to its
children and to others.

d. Many responded that the church has no such auxillaries, nor does it need any. It
must do all of itswork for itself. The college inwhich the Bibleis taught has no
actuad connection with the church and is not digible to receive church
contributions.

D. This period was witness to many and varied controversies within the churches:

“In many senses, 1938 was the tragic beginning of modern history for the Churches of
Christ. History hasaway of forming itself into different periods. 1938 marked the begin-
ning of an era, an eraof chronic controversy and bitter division, theend of whichis yet
unseen. Thelast quarter of acentury [1938-1964] has been one of repeated controversies
within Churches of Christ. Yet most of these controversies have somehow been related to
the church and itsrelationship to human organizations. It would beinnacurate to say this
problem arosein 1938...But begunning with 1938, the attention of the brotherhood again
cameto be more directly turned toward a study of whether the church could contribute its
funds to support works done through human organizations.” (Cecil Willis, 1964,

quoted in TheWarrior From Rock Creek, pp.459-60.)

E. A ggnificant church divison followed promulgation of the doctrine of Premillenialism.
1. Deep interest in the millenium had appeared as early as the 1830’s.
a Campbel named his periodicd The Millenid Harbinger.
b. This fascination among the churches soon abated.
2. R. H. Ball reignited interest in the doctrine in 1914 with premillenid-oriented articles
appearing in the Gospdl Advocate.
a Ball contended for the future establishment of the Chrigt’s church and for a 1000
year future reign of Chrigt on earth prior to the fina judgment.
b. He was dropped from the Advocate staff because of his postion on thisissue.
c. Many churches were “enrgptured” with Boll’ s teaching, and fellowship was sub-
sequently broken among supporters and opponents of Boll’ s theories.
d. Foy E. Wadllace, J., F. B. Srydey, R. L. Whitesde, and others led the res stance
to Ball’ s devidve influence among the churches.
e. Foy Walace debated Charles M. Neal about the theory in two meetings in 1933.
f. Ball and H. Leo Boles conducted a written discussion carried in the Advocate.

F. The Murch-Witty “Unity Movement” in 1938 made an effort to reunite the two divergent
groups that had emerged out of their earlier formad division in 1906.
1. Early meetings produced a five-point approach to unity: Prayer; Survey to determine
commondlity of faith and practice; Friendliness, Cooperation in activities that did no
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I X. Divison Nurtured: Controversy compounds among the chur ches (1950-1960).

A. TheHerdd of Truth, anaiond radio (eventudly, televison) program was launched

early in 1952 over stations across America under the sponsorship of achurch in Abilene,

Texas.

1. A year'scontract was signed for amost one and a half million dollars.

2. Intense promotions were initiated and maintained for the program’s support.

3. Questions about this *brotherhood-wide” endeavor were raised in print, beginning in
the Gogpel Guardianin December, 1953.

4. Heated exchanges between advocates and opponents of the program quickly followed
in the Gospel Guardian, Gospel Advocate, and in other publications.

B. Richard Smith, amissonary in Germany, changed his convictions about the financid
arrangement that had enabled him to preach in that country [1953].
1. His sponsoring church reacted to this change by disengaging itsdf from him and
rasing severd charges intended to discredit him and his work.
2. Thismove was publicized in various brotherhood religious papers, and the whole
question about the details of missonary work in Germany was investigated.
3. “Centrdized control” by another Texas church of funds contributed by other churches
to evangdize in Germany came into question.
a This American congregetion had oversght of such things asa Training School,
aradio program, the printing of religious literature, and the management of tents
and equipment used in preaching.

C. Theissue of centrdized control versusloca church control of congregationa work be-

came one of the most prominent themes of papers and pul pits throughout the land.

1. Past and present methods and organizations utilized in evangelism were examined and
ether challenged or defended.

2. Thefinancia support given to various kinds of benevolent organizations, such as
orphan homes and home for the elderly, was dso critiqued in depth.

3. A number of debates were conducted to discuss these and sSimilar issues, anong them:
a. E. R. Harper and Yater Tant-- Lufkin, Texas, April, 1955;
b. E R. Harper and Y ater Tant-- Abilene. Texas, November, 1955;
c. Guy N. Woods and W. Curtis Porter-- Paragould, Arkansas, 1956;
d. Roy Osborne and Lloyd Moyer-- Cdifornia, November, 1956;
e. Guy N. Woods and Roy E. Cogdill-- Birmingham, Alabama, 1957.

4. Written discussions aso gppeared in rdligious journas:
a Roy H. Lanier and Cecil Douthitt-- “Congregational Cooperation” in the Firm

Foundation, May, 1955- April, 1956;

b. J. W. Roberts and George P. Estes-- in the Gospel Advocate.
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D. Peasagainst divison among brethren were heard from numerous sources.

1. Advocates of questionable methods for doing the work of the local churches were
asked to lay asde those practices in the name of unity and peace.

2. Suggestions were advanced to encourage the support of benevolent organizations by
individua contributions rather than by funds from church treasuries.

3. Such recommendations were generaly ignored or summarily rejected by brethren
who advocated sponsoring churches and centralized control of church work.

4. The first whispers about divisions among congregations began to be heard.

5. Divison occurred in fact as congregations summarily fired their preachers and
cancelled gospe meetings with preachers who opposed positions they espoused.
Both churches and individuas sought to “quaranting’ any preacher or church
thought to differ from them about the various “issues’ involved in the dispute about
centrdized control and church cooperation.

E. Theaggressverole of the Gospel Advocate in this contest between opposing ideologies
sgnificantly contributed to widening the divison among brethren.

1. The Advocate mustered its personnel and resour ces to wage an dl-out battle against
those who challenged the liberd activities endorsed by the paper and its editor, B. C.
Goodpasture.

2. It published numerous articles supporting innovative practices and refused to alow
responses, even when persond attacks had been made in the publication.

3. Itran aseries of articles over along period of time that featured loca churches that
were praised for being “on the march” because of their participation in the various
programs that were so vigoroudy endorsed by the paper.

4. Another featured section of the Advocate was devoted to eulogizing the “wisdom”
and “mord integrity” of preachers who had changed their doctrina position from
aconservativeto aliberd mindset concerning the “issues’ before the churches.

5. Perhaps the Gospdl Advocate, more than any other player, was responsible for the

serious and widespreed fdlout of division that smothered dl fedings of unity that
previoudy had nurtured the spiritua brotherhood among churches of Chrigt.

X. Division Realized: Effortsat problem-solving fail (1960-2000).

A. Three basic disagreements among members plagued the churches of Christ at the onset of
this period:
1. Centralized control of work and resourcesin the field of evangelism.
a. One ddership oversaw and administered the work of preachers who were working
in behdf of more than one congregation.
b. One ddership controlled the production of anationa radio and televison program
that was presented as the work of al the “Churches of Chrigt.” They received funds
from many other churches and managed those funds as they done saw fit.
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2. Centrdized control of work and resources in thefied of benevolence.

a. Elderships served as boards of control for organizations that served the needs of
the distressed, such as orphans and the elderly.

b. Elderships offered themselves as clearinghouses to be utilized by other churches for
the relief of emergencies suffered by members and non-members of the church.

c. Churches opted to satisfy their responsbilitiesin benevolent work by supplying
financia support to privately owned organizations that oversaw the execution of
that work in behdf of al the churches that gave their support.

3. Many congregations were offering financial assstance to colleges that taught the Bible
in their curriculum as away for those contributing churches to advance “Chrigtian
education.” Mog “Christian colleges’ were accepting, and often were actively
soliciting, funds from church treasuries.

a Some believed that the agenda for supporting “Bible colleges’ wasthered driving
force behind making much of the more sympeathetic apped for supporting orphan
homes and other benevolent ingtitutions.  Since the colleges and the homes stood
on identical ground in the light of Scripture, defense of homes received first priority
when discusson arose.

b. If homes could successfully be placed into church budgets, the likelihood that
schools could receive the same trestment would be immeasurably increased.

B. Attempts to reach scripturd solutions to these problems, while assuring that the desirable
works from which these problems sprang were not hindered or destroyed, had largely been
unsuccesstul.

1. Asthe problems were discussed, debated, and otherwise publicized, the degree of
commitment grew stronger in both advocates and opposers, and the breach of unity
among them grew wider.

2. Supporters of innovative practices became less willing to participate in discussions and
debates about the “issues’ as time passed.

a Activeinvestigation to discover the truth about controversial practices was stifled
among their supporters by the assumption that truth had somehow come down on
their “sde,” and they could now proceed to press ahead without further delay.

b. Opponentsof innovative practices were increasingly disparaged by those who
advocated the practices for being “antis’ and disbdieversin the virtue of orphan
care and the preaching of the gospel in distant places.

C. A dae of divison among churches of Christ prevailed asa practical reality from the
beginning of the decade of the 1960 s and has continued until the present time.
1. By thistime, discussion and investigation were virtudly things of the past.
2. Churches and individuds had by now been labeled as“liberd” or “conservative.”
a Mog decisons regarding fellowship were based on such categorization.
b. Gospe meetings and other church activities were ignored by those occupying a
“different camp.”
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3. Many churches had been “split” over the disagreements experienced by brethren who
advocated differing positions in the ongoing controversy.

4. New congregations had been established by members of churches who were unable to
tolerate the liberd stances adopted by the mgority [usudly]of those churches.

5. Long-gtanding spiritud ties, aswell as many family rdaionships, had been severed in
ingances where the partiesinvolved differed over “issues’ troubling churches.

X. Divison Expands: therise of an ultra-liberal wing in the church (1970-2000).

A. Ascontroversy about centraized control waned among the churches, libera congrega-
tions began to place a strong emphasis on things unthought of among churches of Christ
in previous years.

1. The“socid gospd,” which apped s to the physical man rather than to the spiritua man,
became an important focus in these churches,

2. “Fdlowship Buildings’ in which to ertertain the membership were constructed at
great expense.

3. Church kitchens were included in nearly dl meetinghouses.

4. Community programs, such aday cares and kindergartens, were included as integra
parts of congregations “outreach programs’ to the world.

B. The trend among some congregations to make the church more “generic,” and thusto
become more appeding to non-members, has progressed to the point of fostering a
segment of the church so liberd in nature that it retains hardly any resemblance to the
church of the New Testament that “ speaks where the Bible speaks, and is slent where the
Bibleisslent.”

A. A survey of these ultralibera churches today would revea disparities such as:
1. Unscripturd church-sponsored and church-funded Activities:
a. Balroom dancing classes for men and women;

. Bdlet and yoga classes for the community;

Financid seminars and fashion shows,

Snack bars and other facilities to “feed the body” while “feeding the soul”;

Sports teams in competitions to “represent” the church of Chrigt;

Musica programs of religious and secular content presented to the

public; admission fees are often charged;

g. Almost every other program that has been seen among the denominations.

2. Unscriptura changes that have been made in the Doctrine of Chridt:

a Littleemphassis placed on the plan of sdvation; baptism for the remisson of
sns has become less and less important to preach to Snners,

b. Denominationd preachers are invited to speak to the churches about various
topics of interest;

¢. Withdrawing fdlowship from unruly membersis dmost never done;

~O0 Q0D
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d. “Church of Christ” has been removed or ommitted from signs and advertise-
ments by the congregations, lest the world be “turned off” by some fear of
becoming entangled with areligious “cult.”

3. Unscriptura changes in the Wor ship of the congregations.
a The Lord' s Supper is observed on days other than the Lord' s Day;
b. Specid services celebrate religious holidays such as Easter and Christmeas;
c. Active leadership roles provided for women in the worship services,

d. Fund-raisng activities of dl kindsto raise financia support for church-

related programs;

e. Elimination of an invitation to obey the gospd a the end of worship services,

f. Indudon of ingrumental music in church activities, “marching musc’ played

between Bible classes and the worship hour;

0. “Musc Night” for youth; young people can bring instruments and participate
together in “Chrigtian Rock” and other music;

(1) Thishas sometimes been introduced as a compromise with members who
demand that instrumenta music be included in the regular worship;

h. “Praise Teams’ to enhance the song service in worship;

(1) Taented sngerswith portable microphones are sationed in various
locations throughout the congregation,
(2) Thepractica effectisa“choir in the audience’.
I. Other innovations too numerousto lit.

Xl1. The Church Facesthe Future: a matter of conviction (2000 A.D. to the Second Coming).

A. The Restoration Movement was fueled by anoble concept: bring back to asnful world
the opportunity to know and to embrace Chrigtianity as God intended it to be.

B. Many and far-reaching changes were effected in ardigious community beset by fase
teaching and alargdy fdse practice of religion.

C. Millionsleft flawed religious systems to which they had been exposed. They exulted
in their new-found understanding of truth and in the heretofore unavailable persond
liberty which they could now enjoy in Chrigt and in His church.

D. Sadly, the passing of years witnessed many Christians becoming entangled again in
doctrines and practices from which they had been freed by the gospel. The church
in many places began to take on the character of the sectarian churches around it.

E. Controverdes over innovative organizations and practices led to a devastating divison

among brethren who once had shared a common faith and a mutua love for one another.
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. Lessons from this great divison were not well learned by many of those who professed to
gtand on scriptura ground in their commitment to God. They too, like their digressive
brethren before them, adopted the same approaches to church work that had proved fatal
to those who had evolved into the Disciples of Chrigt, another religious community

atogether.

. The pursuit of these failed practices ultimately resulted in another serious separation
between “liberd” and “ consarvative” church members around the world.

. To the unobservant, “the Church of Christ” conssts of just one large group of al those
who clam ther identity under that name. However, dthough no formd divison has been
declared and names have remained unchanged, it isapractical fact that the totdity of
that large group now congsts of two distinct, smaler groups.

. The chalenge for persons who aspire to be part of the true New Testament churchisto
be diligent in the study of both sacred and secular history in an effort to be adequatdly
informed about the nature of the Lord’ s church and to be warned about the danger that

liesin any attempt to change any part of itsfull identity.

. The need for Restoration is as gresat today asit ever was. Let each Chrigtian pledge
himsalf to serve aways as an object lesson to the world about the blessings that
accrue to men and women who understand whet it meansto “...stand fast ...in the
liberty by which Christ has made usfree...” (Gdatianss 5:1)!

“And whatever you do in word or deed, do dl in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through Him” (Colossians 3:17).
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Addendum 1-- The Crusades

In 1074, AsaMinor, including the Holy Land, fell to the Seljuk Turks. The Byzantine Emperor,

Alexius |, appeded to Pope Urban |1 for aid againgt the Turks. He protested that pilgrimsto Stes
in Paestine were being mistreated.

TheFirst Crusade (1096-1099)-- French and Italian volunteers captured Jerusaem, after
which the Turks renewed their conquests of the area.

The Second Crusade (1147-1149)-- Dissension between French and German leaders character-
ed this Crusade. The papd armies were defeated when
Egypt was involved, and Jerusdem fdl to the Turks again.

TheThird Crusade (1189-92)--  Crusaders from Germany, England, and France participated.
The king of Germany was drowned, the kings of England
and France quarreled [the French king returned home]. Left
aone, the English king Richard | (“Lion Heart”) failed to
take Jerusdem but managed atreaty with the Turks that
alowed pilgrimsin smdl goups to visit the city sefdy.

The Fourth Crusade (1202-1204)-- Italian Crusaders captured Congtantinople from the Turks;
conquered territory was divided among Venetian and
other leeders of the misson.

TheFifth Crusade (1212-1219)-- The“Children’s Crusade’ incorporated children in an effort
to shametheir dersfor alack of commitment to the cause
a hand. Egypt was invaded with disasterous consequences
when the Nile was flooded, and the papa army was forced
to surrender.

The Sixth Crusade (1228)-- Jerusalem was delivered to the Chrigtians for a period of ten
years, then fdl again to the Modem enemy.

The Seventh Crusade (1248-1254)--Louis IX of France unsuccessfully fought againgt Cyprus,
Egypt, and Syria

The Eighth Crusade (1270)-- A campaign againg Tunis met with defeet for Louis 1X.
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Addendum 1 (continued)-- The Crusades

TheFirst, Second, and Third Crusades were rdigious in nature, motivated by a purpose to
protect the “holy Stes’ in Paegtine from harrassment by
Modems.

The Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, Seventh, and Eighth Crusades were pdliticaly motivated. The popes
sought to divert European military power againg Modems
and thereby to enhance their politica struggles with the
secular governments of Europe.

Results of the Crusades

1. The power of the popes was greatly increased. The pope came to be seen as the leader of
effortsto free the “holy places’ in Pdegtine, making him the champion of dl the faithful.

2. Secular rulersfdl under the control of the rdigious hierarchy when they assumed the
irrevocable vows of the Crusades.

3. Substantial wealth accrued to the church when the secular leaders of the Crusades sold or
mortgaged their propertiesin order to be able to participate in the campaigns. The church
usualy bought these assets. After the Lateran Council of 1215, Rome heavily taxed the
lands of civil monarchies to finance the later Crusades, and this tax continued to be levied
long after the Crusades were over.

4. Reigiousintolerance wasincreased. The aggressive assaults on an “outsde’ religion, Idam,
led to renewed efforts to attack perceived heresesinsde the church. The Inquisition was a
direct outgrowth of the “Crusades mentality.”

5. Thereviva of rdigious devotion among the common people often could be observed asthe
various Crusades were organized and prosecuted in the lands of “infidels”

6. Anincreased interest arose in the collection of rdigious relics from Pdestine and other Sites.
“Holy places’ other than Paestine also received more attention from devout people.

7. Theuse of the rosary in worship among Catholics became prominent in thet religion after the
Crusaders were exposed to a smilar feature of the Mohammedan religion known astashih.
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Addendum 1 (continued) The Crusades

8. The sae of indulgences swelled through contributions made to the Crusades.

9. The system of absolution was greatly expanded for those who wished to escape punishment
for ans. Initidly, forgiveness was granted only to participants. Later, absolution was partidly
avallable to those who contributed money, and fully to those offering subgtitutes. Vowsto

serve could be forgiven upon payment of money to the church.

(72)



Addendum 2-- Dates of Catholic Church Doctrines and Pr actices

113 A.D. Useof holy water (Some dates are uncertain)
140 Lent

240 Intercession of saints

325 First Genera Council a Nicea (trasferred authority to men’sjudgment)
350 The mass

370 Monasticiam

606 Universal pope accepted

666 Instrumental music introduced

965 Baptism of bells

1022 Sde of indulgences

1073 Cdlibacy for the clergy

1160 Canonization of saints

1215 Auricular confession; transubstartiation; seven sacraments
1311 Sprinkling for baptism

1415 Withholding the cup from the laity

1438 Purgatory

1545 Ord tradition exalted

1854 Immaculate conception of Mary

1870 Infalibility of the pope

1950 Bodily assumption of Mary

(73)






Addendum 4-- CHURCH HISTORY REVIEW (Form 1)

1

2.

3.

4.

5.

| dentify these dates:

33A.D. 9. 1607
325 10. 1729
476 11. 1801
606 12. 1809
670 13. 1849
1054 14. 1860
1517 15. 1906
1530

. With what country are the following religious leader smost associated with?

Martin Luther 6. John Smythe (Smith)
John Calvin 7. Ulrich Zwingli

Henry VIII 8. John Tetzd

John Knox 9. John Wydiff

John Wedey 10. Girolamo Savanarola

. Match each church with its Creed:
Westmingter Confession of Faith A. Church of England

Hiscox Standard Manud (unofficid) B. Catholic Church

Augsburg Confession of Faith C. Presbyterian Church
Nicean Creed D. Methodist Church
Thirty-nine Articles E. Baptist Church
Discipline of Faith F. Lutheran Church
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Addendum 4-- CHURCH HISTORY REVIEW (Page 2)

V. Match each item with the person it best fits:

A. Martin Luther F. Thomas Campbell
B. John Calvin G. Barton Stone
C. John Wydiff H. Henry VIII
D. Alexander Campbll [. UlrichZwingli
1. Fivetenets (“TULIP) 14. Cincinneti, Ohio
2. Respected slence of the Bible 15. Rdigiouswars
3. Cane Ridge mesting 16. “Defender of the Faith”
4. Wittenburg, Germany 17. John Tetzel
5. Divorce 18. Socid reforms
6. “Where the Bible spesks...” 19. Predegtination
7. “Morning Star of the Reformation” 20. Missonary Society
8. George Whitefield 21. English trandation
9. “Last Will...of Springfied Prersbytery” 22. Diet of Worms
10. Tripto Rome 23. “New Lights’
11. Governor of Geneva, Switzerland 24. “Bible Bigots’
12. Millenid Harbinger 25. Ignored slence of the Bible
13. “Declaraion and Address’ 26. Theocracy

V. Explain what each hasto do with church history (use separate sheet for answers):

1. Rome and Congtantinople 6. Thelnquigtion

2. Congantine the Gresat 7. Indulgences

3. Babylonian Captivity of the Church 8. “Bloody Mary”

4. Bonifacelll 9. Gnogticism

5. Ninety-five Theses 10. Midway, Kentucky
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Addendum 5--

CHURCH HISTORY REVIEW (Form 2)

Head of the church

Adds the saved to the church

Firg “step” in plan of savation

Second “step” in plan of savation
Find “step” in plan of salvetion
Persecuted Jesus and His church
Emperor who stopped persecutions

Early fdse religious philosophy
Perversion of the Lord's Supper
Early church festival

Anointing the dead or dying
Church officids

Living without marriage

First “real” pope

First “recognized” pope

Date when pope' s rule accepted
First universd church council
Gave boost to Catholicism
Fought with Catholicism

First persecuting emperor
(77)

Match itemsin thefirst column with the number s of itemsin the second column:

1. Cdlibacy

2. Transubgtantiation
3. Condantine

4. Hearing the gospe
5. Idam

6. Reformation

7. Gregory |

8. Jesus Chrigt

9. Jerusalem

10. 606 A.D.
11. Nero
12. Indulgences
13. John Calvin
14. Frontier
15. Indrumental music
16. Believingin Jesus
17. Clergy

18. Mohammed
19. Martin Luther

20. God



Addendum 5~ CHURCH HISTORY REVIEW (Page?2)

Military expeditions 21. Wedey brothers
“Prophet” of Modems 22. Missonary Society
Contested city in “holy” wars 23. Baptiam
Allowed clergy to marry 24. Nicea

Used images in worship 25. Roman Cathalic
Effort to improve Catholicism 26. John Smythe
Religious courts to punish heretics 27. Ulrich Zwingli
Remission of uncommitted sins 28. Jews

Posted “ Ninety-five Theses’ 29. Monagticism
Led reform movement in England 30. Thelnquidtion
Reformer killed in religious war 31. Gnodicism

Author of five important false doctrines ~ 32. Greek Orthodox

Taught sdlvation by “faith only” 33. Martin Luther
Taught impossibility of apostasy 34. BatonW. Stone
Anglican Church 35. Eadter

Founders of Methodism 36. Crusades

Author of Presbyterian doctrines 37. Henry VIII
Organizer of early Baptist churches 38. Thomas Campbell
Rdligious enthusiasm thrived 39. John Cavin
“Where the Scriptures speak...” 40. Redtoration
Highly educated Restoration leader 41. Extreme unction
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Addendum 5-- CHURCH HISTORY REVIEW (Page 3)

Cane Ridge camp meeting 42. Episcopal Church
Dominated preaching plans of churches 43. Alexander Campbdll
Divided churches about worship 44. Bonifacelll

Effort to duplicate N.T. church 45, John Cavin

Complete each part of thisacrogtic:

T

U

List some dangers now facing the Lord' s church in this twenty-first century:

(1)

)

©)

(4)

©)

Totheteacher: Thisreview isbest completed by the student at home. Some questions may
require the use of other resources than the materid covered in this outline.
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