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FIRST PRINCIPLES-- Foreword

“THE FIRST PRINCIPLES OF THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST” are extremey important to
any student of the Bible. One cannot begin to comprehend God' s plan to save dying man until
he undergtands that certain truths must first be confronted before one can move toward “ perfect-
ion” (Hebrews 6:1).

While perfection is an indispensible goa toward which every Christian must aspire, perfection
isan impossible god for any person who has falled to lay the foundation of the eementary
principles of Chrigt upon which perfection must be built. To dwell forever upon firg principlesis
foolish; to legp beyond firg principles without giving them their rightful emphasisin God' s plan
isfutile.

These lessons are intended to stress truths that are being neglected and even denied in our time. We
cannot afford to de-emphasize any truth that God has spoken. Man lives by every word of God
(Matthew 4:4). The neglect of any part of the gospel cannot fail to result in dis-
astrous consequences among the Lord' s people individualy and in the Lord' s church collectively!

We have already witnessed many departures from the perfect pattern given to usin the New
Testament. Wewill continue to see hurtful practices among those professing godliness so long
asthe FIRST PRINCIPLES of the gospe are ignored!

There are subjects other than those included here that could be studied within the context of
FIRST PRINCIPLES. Students are encouraged to study them, too. The questions that accom-
pany each lesson are designed to call attention to sdlient points in the lesson. They can serveto
spark discusson among class members about things that need to be discussed. The memory
verses following each lesson will cdl atention to particular points of emphasis. Memotrizing
these (and other) scriptures will dlow students to take some “ammunition” againg error with them
whereever they go.

If in any way these lessonson FIRST PRINCIPLES may help some of usto “contend

earnestly for the faith,” the thought and effort put into their preparation will be richly rewarded.
-- The author



THE FIRST PRINCIPLES OF THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST-- LESSON ONE

I ntroduction to First Principles

|. THE IMPORTANCE OF BIBLE STUDY.

A. God sWordisTRUTH. See John 17:17.
B. Our eternd sdvation depends on thetruth  See John 8:32.

C. Bible knowledge comes only through diligent Bible sudy. See 2Timathy 3:25; 2:15;
2Peter 3:18; Acts 17:11.

[l. WEWILL STUDY “FIRST PRINCIPLES’ IN THESE LESSONS.

A. What are“principles’? Webster’ s Dictionary: “A generd or fundamenta law, doctrine, or
assumption...a primary source.”

1. Bible principles are fundamentd truths upon which the understanding of other truths
may depend.
B. What are “firs” principles? Webster: “Preceding dl othersin time, order, or importance.”
1. Our emphasisin this study is on “importance.”

I[1l. SOME BIBLE TEACHINGSARE MORE IMPORTANT TO US.

A. Whilewe are ill “beginners’ in studying the Bible.

B. “Fird principles’ teaching islike “milk” (See Hebrews 5:12,13) and is intended for “babes
in Chrigt." See 1Peter 2:2.

C. “Solid food” (mest) isfor the mature sudent. See Hebrews 5:13,14.

D. Some should study on an “dementary” leve, while others can move toward “ perfection”
(completeness, maturity) in their sudy. See Hebrews 6:1-3.

V. SOME BIBLE TEACHINGS ARE MORE IMPORTANT TO UNDERSTAND.

A. Facts about Jesus as the Son of God. See 1Timothy 3:16.
B. Requirements God has given for man’s sadvation from sn. See Mark 16:16.
C. God'srewards and punishmentsin response to man’s behavior. See 2Corinthians 5:10.
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V. SOME BIBLE TEACHINGSMAY BE LESSIMPORTANT TO UNDERSTAND.

A. Especidly when wefirg begin to study the Bible.

B. Certain portions of the Book of Revelation. E.g., Revelation 16:12-16.

C. Thetimes and prophecies in the latter part of Danidl. See Danid, chapters 9-11.
D. Answersto such questions as, “Will we know one another in heaven?’

VI. HOW MUCH OF THE BIBLE SHOULD WE TRY TO UNDERSTAND?
A. Ultimately-- all of it !! See Revelation 22:18,19; Acts 20:27.
VII. THE OUTLINE FOR OUR STUDY IN THESE LESSONS:
A. TheNATURE OF SIN and how sn affectsdl of us[Lesson 2].
B. God'sPLAN TO SAVE usfromour gns. [Lesson 3].
C. The SOURCE from which we can |earn about God' s plan [Lesson 4].
D. What each person MUST DO TO BE SAVED from sin[Lessons 5-10].
1. HEARING THE GOSPEL [Lesson5].
BELIEVING THE GOSPEL [Lesson 6].
REPENTING OF SINS [Lesson 7).
CONFESSING CHRIST [Lesson 8].

BEING BAPTIZED [Lesson 9].
REMAINING FAITHFUL TO CHRIST [Lesson 10].

o0k wN

E. THE CHURCH and WHAT IT MEANS to the Christian [Lessons 11,12].
1. THE ONE CHURCH [Lesson 11].
2. HOWTOGET INTO THE CHURCH [Lesson 12].
F. Our DUTIESASMEMBERS OF THE CHURCH [Lesson 13-15].
1. THE LOCAL CHURCH [Lesson 13].
2. TheWORSHIP OF THE LOCAL CHURCH [Lesson 14].
3. TheWORK OF THE LOCAL CHURCH [Lesson 15].
G. CHRISTIAN LIVING and persond responsibility to God [Lesson 16].
F. THEHOLY SPIRIT in our lives today [Lesson 17].

G. Some“LAST DAYS’ TRUTHS AND UNTRUTHS [Lesson 18].

)



FIRST PRINCIPLESOF THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST-- LESSON TWO

SIN: WHAT IT ISand WHAT IT DOESTO US

I. SIN DEFINED: “MISSING THE MARK”

A. Wemug am at the “target” of God's perfection. See Matthew 5:48.
B. We should gtrive to be as complete as Chridians as God is complete as God-- nothing
lacking!

II. ALL SINIS“LAWLESSNESS’ [1John 3:4].

A. Lawlessnessis: “Thergection of the law of God and the subgtitution of the will of man...”
(W.E. Vine, Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words).

[11. ALL UNRIGHTEOUSNESSISSIN [1John 5:17].

A. We Sin whenwe DO WHAT ISWRONG-- whet is forbidden by God. See Genesis
3:.17; Romans 5:12,14.

B. We Sin whenwe FAIL TO DO WHAT ISRIGHT-- what isrequired by God. See
James 4:17; 1John 3:17.

C. SIN conggseither of NEGATIVE BEHAVIOR or alack of POSITIVE BEHAVIOR.

D. We Sin dso whenwe VIOLATE our CONSCIENCES in whatever wedo. See
Romans 14:22,23.

E. SIN may be committed deliberately [Hebrews 10:25,26] or ignorantly. See Acts 3:15,17.
F. SIN may bein our thoughts while not in our actions. See Acts 8:22; 1John 3:15.

G. OTHER NAMESBY WHICH SIN ISCALLED: “Disobedience.” “error,” “wrong,”
“fault,” “iniquity,” “transgresson,” “ungodliness,” etc.

H. Consider the many ways inwhich Sin may be committed-- no wonder the Bible says, “All
have snned and fal short of the glory of God” See Romans 3:23; 1John 1:8.
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IV. SIN ISNOT:
A. INHERITED. See Romans 14:12; Ezekid 18:4.
B. IMAGINED-- Itisafact of life. See Romans5:12.
C. GUILTY FEELINGS. Absence of bad fedings does not vaidate innocence. See John 16:2.

D. S TUATIONAL (depending on what Stuation a person isin when he commits a particular
act). See John 18:38; 14:6.

V. WHAT CAUSESMEN TO SIN?
A. IGNORANCE. Seeluke23:34.
B. WEAKNESSOR LACK OF CAUTION. See Gaatians 6:1; 1Corinthians 10:12.
C. REBELLION. SeeHebrews 10:26.

1. A willful disposition such as motivates “will worship.” See Colossans 2:23 [KJ, ASV].

VI. WHAT SIN DOESTO US.
A. It keepsusfrom aCLOSE RELATIONSHIPWITH GOD. See Isaiah59:2.
B. It prevents usfrom ENJOYING MANY GOOD THINGSEROM GOD. See Jeremiah 5:25.
C. It ENTRAPSUS and often leadsto OTHER AND MORE SERIOUSSINS. See Proverbs 5:22.

D. It brings SPRITIUAL DEATH to us-- now and eternally! See Ezekid 18:4; Romans 6:23.

(4)



FIRST PRINCIPLES REVIEW-- Lesson 2

1. What isthe basc meaning of “sn”?

2. Thebook of First John provides other definitions of “sn.” What are they?

3. Giveyour own example(s) of snning by doing what iswrong.

4. Giveyour own example(s) of snning by failing to do what isright.

5. Giveyour own example(s) of Snning by violating one's conscience.

6. Giveyour own example(s) of snning by what one thinks rather than by what he does.

7. What are four popular ideas about sin that are not true?

8. Giveyour own exampleg(s) of how some people would make asin “Stuationd.”

9. Ligt three basic reasons why men sin in spite of Sn's awfulness.

10. What important relaionshipswill Sn destroy?

11. How can some sns lead to other and sometimes more Serious Sns?

12. What isthe most disasterous of dl the consequences of Sn?

MEMORY VERSES: Romans6:23; John 14:6
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FIRST PRINCIPLES OF THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST-- LESSON THREE

SIN: What GOD Has Done About It

I. MAN HASHAD OPPORTUNITY TO SIN SINCE ADAM SINNED. See Genesis 3:1-19.

A. SNHASALWAYSBEEN THE RESULT OF MAN'S CHOICETO SIN. See Genesis 4.7,
Joshua 24:14,15.

B. MANISACCOUNTABLE FOR HISSINFUL CONDUCT.
1. Inkeeping with God'slawvsto him & any giventime. See Romans 5:13.

C. GOD DOESNOT ORIGINATE SINBUT ALLOWSMEN TO PRACTICE SIN.  See James 1:13-15;
Genesis 3:3,4; Hebrews 2:14; 1John 3:8.
1. The presence of sin enables man to exercise his power of choice about Sn.
2. It enables God to exercise His mer cy when man repents of ain.

. GOD HASALWAYS HAD COMPLETE AND ABSOLUTE KNOWLEDGE OF
MAN’'SSPIRITUAL CONDITION.

A. During the early days of man's activities on the earth. See Geness 6:5.

B. In thetime when the Jaws lived under the Law of Moses. See Psalm 53:2.

C. When the Gentiles were accountable to the law of conscience. See Romans 2:11-16.

D. While Jesus (God in the flesh) lived among men in theworld. See John 2:25.

E. Inthelast days of New Testament revelation. See 1John 3:20.

F. God sinerrant knowledge will provide afar judgment for all men See 1Corinthians 5:10.

1. God's*“workload” of knowing man’s actions and thoughts has vastly increased since
Adam’stime, but Heis as efficient asever! His knowledge is al-encompassing!

(6)



IIl. GOD ISGRIEVED BECAUSE OF MAN”S SIN AND ITS CONSEQUENCES.

A. Hisgrief over man'ssins has been coextensve with man’s wicked behavior. See Genes's

6.6, 2Peter 3:9.
B. Hetakes no pleasure in the destruction of the wicked because of their Sns. See Ezekid

18:23,32.
C. God'sjugtice dictates the necessity of afair judgment for dl. See Ezekid 18:19-29;

Romans 11:22.

V. GOD PLANNED A WAY FOR MEN TO BE FORGIVEN OF SIN.
A. Hisplan was formulated even before the world began. See Ephesans 3:10,11.

B. He planned for Chrigt, the “seed of woman,” to destroy Satan’s power to ruin man
when man would choose to practice Sin. See Genesis 3:15; Hebrews 2:14.

C. This plan would require the sacrifice of the life of Jesus on earth. See Hebrews 2:9.

V. GOD EXECUTED HISPLAN--NOW COMPLETE FORGIVENESSISPOSSIBLE.

A. For all whowill accept it. See Revelation 22:17; Acts 10:43.

B. Thisis God sone and only plan for man’'s savation. See Hebrews 1:2; 10:26.

()



FIRST PRINCIPLES REVIEW--Lesson 3

1. Can you think of any reasons other than the ones suggested why God dlows sinto exigt in
the world?

2. What did God know about the spiritual condition of men before He made the decision to
destroy the earth by flood? What was His attitude about what He knew?

3. Who besidesthe Father issaid to “know” al men? Why isit not suprising that thisis s0?
See Genesis 1:26,27.

4. Explain how thefina judgment of al men isreated to the perfect knowledge of God.

5. God's*workload” of awareness of man’s spiritual condition has increased many times Snce
the days of Adam and Eve. Estimate that increase (present world population divided by 2).
Wheat does that tell us about the nature of God?

6. When was the plan for man’s salvation devised by God? See Ephesans 1:4-6.

7. God's plan provided for Christ to be sacrificed for how many people? Does that fact support
the doctrine of universal savation? Why or why not? See Acts 10:35.

8. What fundamenta attitude toward God' s plan of sdvation from sin does He require of us
before we can take advantage of what He has planned?

(8)



FIRST PRINCIPLES OF THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST-- LESSON FOUR

Where Can Men Find GOD’S PLAN?

I. GOD’'SPLAN ISNOT FOUND IN MEN'SPLANSAND IDEAS.
A. We cannot find our own way without God' s guidance. See Jeremiah 10:23.

II. GOD’'SPLAN ISNOT BEING REVEALED TODAY.
A. Through angels or other heavenly messengers or means. See Gdaians 1:6-9.

[11. GOD'SPLAN ISNOT DETERMINED BY MAN'SWISHES.
A. By whatever man wishes to teach about God's plan. See Matthew 15:6,9; 2John 9.

V. GOD'SPLAN ISNOT CONTAINED IN “SPECIAL” REVELATIONS.

A. All daims of messages from God since the New Testament are fse. See Jude 3.

B. Exanple: The Bookof Mormon- supposedly given to Joseph Smith in 1827. This book
isthe basis of the Mormon Church, dong with other books claimed to bein-
spired (The Doctrines and Covenants of the Church of Jesus Chrigt of L atter-
Day Saints and The Pearl of Greet Price). Also, ongoing “revelations’ are
issued by the Presidents of the church.

“We believe the Bible to be the word of God asfar asit is translated correctly;
we aso believe the Book of Mormon to be the word of God...We bdieve dl
that God has revedled, dl that He does now revedl, and we believe that He will
yet reved many greet and important things pertaining to the kingdom of God.”
(“The Articles of Faith,” numbers 8 and 9).
“Indeed, no one, without further revelation, knows whether even one-hundreth
part of the doctrines and ordinances of salvation are contained in the few books
of Scripture which have descended to our times; how, then, can it be decided
that they are a sufficient guide?...\WWho knows that even one verse of the whole
Bible has escaped pollution so as to convey the same sensethat it did in the
origind?’ (Orson Pratt, Mormon “gposti€’)
* Examples of the many errorsfound in The Book of Mormon
1. Jesuswas born in Jeruslem (Alma 7:10). But-- see Luke 2:4-6.
2. Therewere“Chrigians’ in 73 B.C. (Alma46:15). But-- see Acts 11:26.
*Contradicitions are common among the “reveaions’of Mormoniam:
1. Plurd marriages are condemned in The Book of Mormon (Jacob 2:23,24).
2. Plurd marriages are condoned in Doctrines and Covenants (132:37,38).
3. BOTH “inspired” books use David and Solomon for their proof!

)




C. Example: Science and Health-- supposedly given to Mary Baker Eddy in 1866. This
book isthe basis of the Church of Chrigt, Scientist. It teaches many things contrary to
the Bible, dthough it clams to support the Bible as the word of God. It dams:

1. Science and Hedlth offers us the complete spiritual meaning of the Bible. But see
1Timothy 3:16,17; 2Peter 1:3.

2. Heaven and hell are not redl places, but states of mind. But see John 14:2.

3. Chrid’satonement isinsufficient for our forgiveness. But see Hebrews 10:10,14.

D. Example “Visons’ supposedly received by Ellen G. Whitein 1844 and later. These
“visons’ arethe bass of the Seventh Day Adventist Church, yet they propose doctrines
clearly in oppaosition to the New Testament. They propose:

1. Sabbath Day (Saturday) observanceisfor Christ’s disciplestoday. But see Colossans
2:14-17; Acts 20:7.
2. Thewicked will be annihilated, not eternally punished. But see Matthew 25:46;
Jude 13.
V. GOD'SPLAN ISNOT FOUND IN OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURES.

A. The OLD Testament (covenant) has been removed as God's PLAN for man. See
Hebrews 8:7-13; Colossans 2:14.

B. Savation depends on the shedding of Christ’sblood. See Matthew 26:28.

C. TheNEW TESTAMENT depends on the death of Christ on the cross. See Hebrews
9:16,17.

D. Only through the GOSPEL can forgiveness be enjoyed. See Romans 1:.16,17.
E. The NEW TESTAMENT isanewand living way! See Hebrews 10:20.

F. The NEW TESTAMENT isabetter covenant, founded on better promises than the Old
Testament. See Hebrews 86.

G. TheNEW TESTAMENT has made the OLD Testament “obsolete’ (NKJV). See
Hebrews 8:13.

(10)



FIRST PRINCIPLES REVIEW-- Lesson 4

1. Canyou add to the ligt given in the lesson some other sources where people commonly seek
the will of God?

2. Why isit decaitful for the Mormon Church to offer free Bibles or New Testamentsto the
public through its highly-gppeding advertisng campaigns?

3. How do you know that the Mormon clam that the Book of Mormonis “another Testament of
Jesus Chrigt” (as gtated in their advertising) is not true?

4. What do you think is the basic difference between the errors and contradictions of The Book
of Mormon and those alleged to be found in the Bible?

5. Why isit foolish to depend upon “revelaions’ such as The Book of Mormon, Science and
Hedth, and so-cdled “visons’ for guidance in seeking God' s sdvation for man?

6. Explain how Science and Hedlth isin error about certain fundamenta Bible teachings.
Contrast its fase teachings with plain satementsin the Bible.

7. Also show how the “visons’ of Seventh Day Adventism are wrong concerning some basic
Bible doctrines.

8. Why must people be careful even asthey study the Bible to learn about God's eternd plan
for saving man in the twenty-first century?

9. List somethingsthat prove to thinking people that they must confine themsdaves to the New
Testament of Chrigt if they are to learn what to do to be saved in the present time.

10. Beready to explain why God's plan of salvation isfound in the New Testament and not in the
Old Testament.

MEMORY VERSES: Romans1:16,17; Hebrews9:16,17
(11)



FIRST PRINCIPLESOF THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST LESSON FIVE

What We Can Do About Sin: HEARING GOD’'SWORD

HEARING GOD’'SWORD istheFirst Step toward salvation from sn.

I. WE MUST DO MORE THAN JUST DESIRE TO BE SAVED. See Matthew 7:21.
A. Obedience to the Gospel isthe means by which men are saved. See Romans 1:16,17.
B. Soulsare purified through obedienceto thetruth. See 1Peter 1:22,23.

C. Obedience must follow a specific form found in the Scriptures. See Romans 6:17,18.

Il. WE MUST BE CAREFUL ABOUT WHAT WE HEAR AND HOW WE HEAR!
A. Wemust be surethat we hear theright message. See Mark 4.23,24.
1. Wemust hear both the Father and the Son. See Hebrews 1:1,2; Matthew 17:5.

2. Wemust hear only the message of the Gospel. See Ephesans 1:13; John 8:32.
a. Thetruthisfound onlyin thewrittenword. See John 17:17; 20:30,31.

3. Wemust hear all inspired teachersin the New Testament. See 1Corinthians 7:12,

25; 2Peter 3:15,16.

a. “Red letter” New Testament wor ds (wor ds of Jesus) should not discriminate
againgt the “black letter” words of inspired human teachers in the Bible.

4. We must hear only theinspired teachersin the Bible. See Romans 10:13-15.
5. We mugt follow precisely the pattern of sound wordsrevealed. See ZTimothy 1:13.

6. Weshould NOT hear many kinds of religious messages. Can you give examples?

(12)



B. Wemust be surethat we hear in theright way. See Luke 8:18.

1. Examplesof hearing God’sword with the right attitude:
a. An entirecity (Antioch) heard God’sword eagerly. See Acts 13:44.
b. Corndius and hisfamily gladly heard instructions from an inspired apostle
of Jesus Christ. See Acts 10:33.

2. Examples of hearing God’s word with thewrong attitude:
a. Elymas the sorceror-- opposing God’s message. See Acts 13:8.
b. Felix the governor-- procradinating about God's message. See Acts 24:24,25.
c. Agrippa theking-- almost per suaded by God’s message. See Acts 25:22,
Acts 26:28,29

C. What isyour attitude about hearing the word of God?? See John 12:48.

(13)



FIRST PRINCIPLES REVIEW-- Lesson 5

1. Why is hearing considered the “first step” toward sdvation? See Romans 10:13-17.

2. How hasthe application of verses 14 and 15 (above) changed since they were first written?

3. What are the two basic things about hearing that we must be sure about?

4. Why can aperson not “hear” God if he refusesto “hear” Jesus Christ?

5. How can we be certain that we are hearing the right things about obeying God? List severd
“sofeguards’ for acceptable hearing.

6. What might be some advantages and some disadvantages in Sudying from a“red letter”
New Testament?

7. There are many people and things we must not listen to in our search for the truth of God.
What are some of them? (Y ou may wish to refer to Lesson 4.)

8. What are some characteristics of people who hear God in the right way?

9. What mistakes are made by those who hear God' s word in the wrong way?

10. By whomand by what will be all be judged for eternity? See Acts 17:31.

MEMORY VERSES: Matthew 7:21; Romans 10:17

(14)



FIRST PRINCIPLESOF THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST LESSON SIX

What We Can Do About Sin: BELIEVING

BELIEVING IN JESUSISTHE Second Step toward salvation from gn.

|. THE IMPORTANCE OF BELIEVING:

1. Wemust believethat Jesusis“HE.” See John 8:24.
a. Who or what is“He?’

(1) Some clam that Jesus was only agood teacher, agreat leader, a reformer, etc.

(2) Jesus clamed to be much more than thet:
(@ He clamed to be the Son of the Heavenly Father. See John 8:19.
(2) Hecdamed to be more than human. See John 8:23.
(3) Heclaimed to have been sent by the Father from heaven to earth. See

John 8:18.

(4) He claimed to speak God' s message to the world. See See John 8:26.
(5) Hecdamed to be always pleasing to God. See John 8:29.

b. Jesus must be accepted as “Chrig” and “Lord.” See Acts 16:31.
(1) “Chrig” isthe one anointed and appointed to accomplish God' s plan.
(2) “Lord’ requires our complete submission to Himin everything. See Luke 6:46.
2. Bdief in Jesusis necessary for salvation from sin. See Romans 10:9; 1Corinthians 1:21.
3. Bdief isnecessary for us to become children of God. See Gadians 3:26.
4. Bdidf (fath) dlowsusto enjoy God’s grace (favor). See Romans 5:2.
5. Bdigf (fath) isessentid to eternal life. See John 3:16; 3:36.
Il. THE IMPORTANCE OF OBEDIENT FAITH:
1. Faith done cannot save usfrom sin. See James 2:24.
a Article Nine of the Methodist Discipline of Faith says, “Wherefore, that we are judtified

by faith only is a most wholesome doctrine and very full of comfort.”
(15




b. Article Five of “Articles of Faith, Judtificatior” in the Standard Manua for Baptist
Churches by Edward Hiscox says. “...judtification..is bestowed...s0lely through faith
in Chrig...”

2. “Devils’ are saved if faith done saves. See James 2:19.

3. Itispossbleto bdieve“invan’ if we do not obey God. See 1Corinthians 15:2; John
12:42.

4. Faith without works (of obedience) isdead! See James 2:26.

5. Faht that works will “avail” (“to have strength, force or efficacy to accomplish the object
in mind”-- Webster’ s Dictionary). See Gadians 5:6.

6. The presence or absence of an obedient faith demonstrates whether or not one has true
love for Jesus Christ. See John 14:15 (ASV and RSV both trandate: “...you will keep
my commandments.”).

1. WHAT ARE THE “WORKS’ THAT TRUE FAITH REQUIRES?

1. Not works of men (things that men decide to do on their own). See Ephesans 2:8,9.

2. But-- works of God (things that God has decided for men to do). See John 6:28,29.
a. God prepared works for His people to pursue. See Ephesians 2:10.

V. SOMEBIBLE VERSESJOIN “FAITH” AND “SALVATION:”
1. For example, see John 3:16 and Gaatians 3:8.

2. Do these verseintend to exclude all obedience? What about repentance? Confession of
Christ’sname? See Acts 17:30 and Romans 10:9,10.

3. How were faith and obedience connected in the lives of Bible “heroes’? See Hebrews
chapter 11 for numerous examples.

4. What generd rule governs the relationship between faith and works? See Gddians 5:6.
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FIRST PRINCIPLES REVIEW-- Lesson 6

1. Wht are some things that people must believeif they redly believe that Jesus is“He'?

2. What are some things that people believe about Jesus that do not qudify asred “belief”?

3. What isthe meaning of “Chrig”? “Lord’?

4. What isthe difference between “in” and “into” in Gaaians 3:26,27? How do they differ in
their relationship to our “obedience unto savation”?

5. Ligt some benefits of bdieving in Jesus asthe Chrigt.

6. Givetwo (or more) reasons why we know that “faith only” in Jesus will not save.

7. Show why the guidebooks of modern denominations are in error concerning “faith only” and its
relationship to salvation.

8. What is James analogy that includes: faith, works, the human body, and death?

9. What is the basic difference between “works of God” and “works of men”? Which kindis
involved in man’s sadvation?

10. What did Jesus designate as a “work of God”’? (John 6:29) What problem doesthisraise

for those who deny the necessity of any works by men?

11. “Belief” (or “bdieve’) and “fath” are used in two different ways in the Scriptures. What are
they?

MEMORY VERSES: John 8:24b; James 2:24
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FIRST PRINCIPLESOF THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST LESSON SEVEN

What We Can Do About Sin: REPENTING

REPENTING OF SIN ISTHE Third Step toward salvation from sin.

|. REPENTANCE ISAN OFTEN-UNDEREMPAHSIZED ACTION BY SINNERS.
A. It sometimesturns out to be a“forgotten step” in the “steps’ to forgiveness.
B. It certainly isthe “hardest” step that one must take to be saved.
[I. REPENTANCE ISESSENTIAL IN GOD’SPLAN OF SALVATION:
A. Men will perish without repentance. See Luke 13:3)5.
B. Repentanceis commanded of dl men. See Acts 17:30.

C. Repentance gives us spiritud life. See Acts 11:18.

D. Remisson of sns depends upon repentance. See Acts 2:38.

E. Snsare blotted out by God when man repents. See Acts 3:19.
1. WHAT ISREPENTANCE?

A. Badcdly and most smply, “A change.”

B. Bible repentanceisnot:
1. Resigling atemptation to do something sinful. See 1Corinthians 10:13; James 1:13-15.
Stopping asinful practice. Seelsaiah 1:16,17.
Hiding asinful practice from other persons. See Psdm 69:5; Luke 12:2.
Being sorry about the discovery of our Sins by other people.
Being sorry that other people have been hurt by our sins.

abkwpd

(18)



None of the above actions assures a spiritud change for the better in our lives. These

things are often prompted by a“worldly sorrow” that has little or nothing to do with our
relationship with God. See 2Corinthians 7:10.

C. Biblerepentanceis:

1. A changein us caused by sorrow that we have hurt God by violating Hiswill. See
2Corinthians 7:9,10.

2. A changein our feelings about sin. We are sorry about the sins we have committed in

the past. We come to underestand that Snisour enemy, not our friend. See 1John
53.

3. A changein our minds (or wills) about wanting to commit gn in the future. We learn
that Snisapoor invesment. See Romans 6:23; Ezekie 18:20.

4. A change of behavior inour practice of sin. We are determined to try hard not to
commit sin.  See Acts 26:20; Luke 13:3; Luke 3:8-14.

Bible repentance may be understood as. “A change of mind about Sn, initiated by a
godly sorrow, and resulting in a change of behavior about Sn.”

V. REPENTANCE ISDIRECTED TOWARD GOD (Acts 20:21):
A. All spiritud law isfrom God. Hence, man’'s sin violates God' swill. See Psalm 19:7.
B. Repentance demonstrates respect for God's law. See Nehemiah 9:28-31.
V. THE MEANING OF REPENTANCE ISILLUSTRATED BY:

A. The gtory of afather and histwo sons. See Matthew 21:28-32.

1. Identify the differences between the actions of these two sons. How does one show
repentance? Why is the other son not a good example of repentance?

B. The gtory of a Jewish tax collector. See Luke 19:1-10.

VI. THE BLESSINGS OF REPENTANCE ARE ILLUSTRATED BY:

A. The people of Nineveh who were spared through repentance. See Matthew 12:4 and
Jonah 3:4-10.

B. The prodiga son who was forgiven by his father though repentance. See Luke 15:11-21.
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VIl. THE OPPORTUNITY FOR REPENTANCE IS
A. Avalableto dl who are guilty of sin. See Acts 17:30; 2Peter 3:9.

B. Forfeited by those who choose to remain rebellious to God's mercy. See Hebrews
12:17; 6:4-6; 3:12,13.
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FIRST PRINCIPLES REVIEW-- Lesson 7

1. What isthe basic meaning of “repentance’?

2. Giveafull definition of “repentance.”

3. Inwhat sensewas it said that God “repented’? See Exodus 32:14 (KJV); Jonah 3:10 (KJV).

4. Cite at least three scriptures that prove repentance is necessary for salvation from sin.

5. How isjudt being sorry for our sns different from Bible repentance?

6. What three gresat changesin our lives does repentance cause?

7. Which son in Matthew 21:28-31 showed repentance? How?

8. Name some sins that can involve restitution and some that probably cannot.

9. How did repentance benefit the city of Nineveh? The prodigdl son?

10. Why might it be said that repentance is the “ for gotten step” in the plan of sdvation?

11. Discusswhy many believe that repentance isthe “ hardest” commandment.

MEMORY VERSES: Luke13:3; Acts17:30
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FIRST PRINCIPLES OF THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST-- LESSON EIGHT

What We Can Do About Sin: CONFESSING

CONFESSING istheThird Step toward salvation from sin.

|. GOD’SETERNAL PLAN included arolefor the “Word” (the second Person in the
Godhead) to become the Father’ s only (directly) begotten Son. See John 1:1,14; 3:16.

Il. THE FATHER ENDORSED JESUS as His Son on the earth:

A. At Chrig’s baptism, See Matthew 3:17.
B. At thetransfiguration of Jesus. See Matthew 17:1-5.

I11. THE FATHER INTENDSFOR ALL MEN TO ENDORSE HISPLAN by endorsing
Jesusasthe Christ (“anointed,” i.e., “chosen to be the Savior”).

A. Itisonly through Chrigt that the Plan is carried out. See Colossans 1:14.

B. Endorsement was required from the initid beneficiaries (gpostles) of the Plan. See
Matthew 16:13-18.

C. Every creatureis obligated to glorify the Father through the Son. See Mark 16:15;
Philippians 2:9-11.

V. LOGIC DEMANDS CONFESSION ASA “STEP” TOWARD SALVATION.
A. Man should acknowledge the sour ce of hisblessngs. See 1Thessdonians 5:18.
B. Sdvationis God s greatest gift to man. See James 1:16-18.

C. Sdvation ispossble only because of Jesus sacrifice. See 2Corinthians 5:18,19.
D. Therefore, itisimperative for man to confess his Savior. See Luke 12:8,9.
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V. WHAT MAN MUST CONFESS“TO SALVATION.” (See Romans 10:10.)

A. Not just that we are sinners and need God' s forgiveness.
1. Weare snners and need Hisforgiveness. See Romans 3:23.
2. We must admit to God and man that we are Snners. See 1John 1:8,9; James 5:16.
3. Anundeniablefact: “Theway to put our Sns behind usisto face them.”
(22)
B. Not that our sins have been forgiven before baptisminto Christ. See Mark 16:16.
1. A common religious confessionis. “I believe that God for Christ’ s sake has forgiven
my sns...” as aprelude to baptism and denominationa church membership.

C. Wedo confess our bdief that Jesusis the Christ and the Son of God. See Acts 8:36,37.
1. Thisconfirms our dependency on Jesus to save us and His adllity to do so!

D. We do confessthat Jesusisthe Lord of al men and dl things. See Philippians 2:11.
E. We do confess that Jesus has come in the flesh as the Savior. See 1John 4:2; 2John 7.

VI. WHEN AND HOW DO WE MAKE A CONFESSION OF CHRIST?

A. When: After we bdievein Him as God s only begotten in the flesh. See Acts 8:37.
B. When: Beforewe are baptized into Christ. See Acts 8:36,37.

C. When: Aslongaswelivein God's service. See Hebrews 11:13.

D. How: With our tongues. See Philippians 2:10,11; Romans 14:11.

E. How:  With our mouths. See Romans 10:9,10.

F. How: Inthe presence of witness(es). See 1Timothy 6:12; Acts 8:37.

G. How: By theway we live before the world. See Titus 1:16.

VII. THE CONSEQUENCESOF FAILING TO CONFESS CHRIST and to be Faithful
to that Confession:

A. Non-confessorswill not be confessed by Christ to His Father. See Matthew 10:32,33.
B. Non-confessorswill not be saved from their sins. See Romans 10:9,10.
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FIRST PRINCIPLES REVIEW-- Lesson 8

1. Wha rolewasthe “Word’ tofill in God's eternd plan for man’s sdvation?

2. On what two occasions did the Father endorse Jesus as His Son?

3. How does confessing Jesus as the Son endorse God' s plan of savation?

4. Who were the original beneficiaries of God' s plan who were required to confess Jesus?

5. How can every creature glorify the Father in Heaven?

6. Through whom did the Father provide for man’s reconciliation to Himsdf? What doesthat fact
have to do with a confesson of Jesus?

7. What confesson, commonly made in the rdigious world, is not the confesson that snnersin the
New Testament made before being baptized?

8. What three truths are included in man' s confession of Jesus?

9. Inwhat ways and under what circumstances must we confess that Jesus is the Christ?

10. What two thingswill not happen in the judgment if we fail to confess Christ now?

MEMORY VERSES:. Acts8:36,37; Romans 10:9,10
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FIRST PRINCIPLESOF THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST

LESSON NINE

What We Can Do About Sin: BEING BAPTIZED

BEING BAPTIZED ISTHE Fifth Step toward salvation from sin.

[. WHY SHOULD PEOPLE BE BAPTIZED?
A. For salvation. See Mark 16:16 and 1Peter 3:21.
B. For remission of sins. See Acts 2:38; Acts 9:6; Acts 22:16.

C. To“getinto” Christ. See Gddians 3:26.
1. Totakethefind step into Christ and salvation.
(@ Bdief isunto (toward) righteousness. See Romans 10:10.
(b) Repentanceisunto (toward) spiritud life. See Acts 11:18.
(¢) Confessionisunto (toward) sdvation. See Romans 10:10.
(d) But-- BaptismisINTO Christ. See Gddians 3:27.

2. Wehave“all blessngs’ in Christ. See Ephesians 1:3.
(@ Redemptionisin Chrigt. See 2Timothy 2:10.
(b) Forgivenessisin Christ. See Colossans 1:14.
() TheNew Birthisin Christ. See 2Corinthians 5:17; John 3:5.
(d) God'spromisesarein Christ. See 2Corinthians 1:20.
(e) God'sinheritanceisin Christ. See Ephesans 1:11.
(f) Spiritud lifeisin Christ. See 1John 5:11.

3. These blessings become available following baptism into Christ!
D. To be added to the church by God. See 1Corinthians 12:13 and Acts 2:47.

E. Towear thename* Christian.” See 1Corinthains 1:12,13.
1. Two things were required to justify wearing Paul’ s name-- (1) Paul’s crucifixion for
them and (2) their baptism into his name.
2. Two things are required to justify wearing Christ’s name-- (1) Christ’s crucifixion
for usand (2) our baptisminto His name.
(25)



F. Toimitate the obedience of EVERYONE who was converted in the New Testament!

1. The Bible account of every conversion specificaly includes obedience in baptism.

WHO SHOULD BE BAPTIZED?

A.

B.

Those who can and do believe in Christ. See Mark 16:15,16.

Those who can and do repent of their sins. See Acts 2:38.

. Those who can and do confess their faith in Christ. See Acts 8:36-38.
. Those who can and do receive the word of God. See Acts 2:41.

. Thosewho arelost and need to be saved. See Acts 2:38.

. IN SPITE of plain Bible teaching to the contrary, some make arguments such as the

following to deny the necessity of baptism in God' s plan of sdvation:

1. Snnersare saved by grace and faith, not by works. Baptism isawork, so it cannot be
required for salvation. See Ephesans 2:8-10.
a. We are saved by works, not by faith only. See James 2:24.
b. Fathitsdf isawork of God to be performed by man. See John 6:28,29.
c. Saving faith prompts obedience to God’ s works. See Gdaians 5:6; 1John 5:3.

2. Believersare promised eternal life. Since belief comes before baptism, we have eternal
life (salvation) before baptism. See John 3:16.
a Bdief in Jesus dso comes before the love of Jesus, but we cannot be saved without
loving Him.  See John 8:31,42; John 14:23.
b. Bdief alwaysincludes obedience to God' s commands. unless the context of a
passage clearly indicates that belief stands aone as one of a number of conditions of
savation, asin Mark 16:16 and James 2:24.

HOW SHOULD PEOPLE BE BAPTIZED?

A. With much water. See John 3:23.

B. By going down into the water. See Acts 8:38.

C. By being buried with Christ. See Romans 6:4; Colossans 2:12.
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V. SOME THINGSTO CONSIDER ABOUT BAPTISM in thelight of Bible teaching:

A. Wearenot baptized because our sinsare already for given.
1. A preacher ontelevison stated: “Baptism is not for the logt, but for the saved. It
isfor those who have been born again. If you're lost when you go down into the
water, you're dtill lost when you come up out of the water.”
2. But--Romans 6:3-7 clearly teachesthat dead (in 9n) men are buried (in water) just as
the dead body of Christ was buried. We bury the dead, not the living. Baptism
isnot like Jesus burid if saved (spiritudly living) people are those being baptized!

B. Wearenot baptized to get into a human denomination or church. See Acts 2:38;
41,47.

C. Wearenot baptized because baptism isthe “ outward sign of an inward grace’
(i.e., away to show outwardly that we have been saved inwardly). See Romans 2:28,29.
1. But-- Sucha“sgn” would contradict on€' s true inward condition, because sSins
reman unforgiven until one has been baptized. See Acts 2:38; 22:16, etc.
2. Actually-- A changed life is the outward “sgn” of an inward grace (our savation).
See Matthew 5:16; 1Peter 2:12.

D. Children tooyoungto (really) believein Christ should not be baptized.
1. Only those aware of sin and the need for forgiveness are subject to baptism.
2. “Baptigm” of the spiritudly immeture often hinders an awareness of the need to be
baptized when spiritua maturity occurs later in life.

E. Children who have not snned per sonally should not be baptized.
G. Sprinkling or pouring water on peopleisnot Bible baptism.

1. “Baptigm” isby definition: an “overwhemning,” a “dipping,” a*“submerging”
(Henry Thayer,_Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament).
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FIRST PRINCIPLES REVIEW-- Lesson 9

1. Why isit important for people to be baptized? Give Scriptures for your answers.

2. What do you think it meansto “get into” Christ? What are some blessings thet are available
only to people who arein Chrigt?

3. Explanwhy only those scripturally baptized into Christ should wear the name “Christian.”

4. What prerequisites does the Bible place on those who are to be baptized into Christ?

5. What are some reasons you have heard for people being baptized that are not Bible reasons?

6. Explanwhy Bible baptism is not for people who are already saved from sin.

7. Should infants and little children be baptized? Why or why not? Give Scriptures.

8. Many denominationd church buildings are built without baptistries, while those built by
churches of Chrig invariably include them. Why would there be this difference? What Bible
facts about baptism show that buildings either should or should not have baptistries (as a
practica matter). Give Scriptures.

9. Why would some people be “rebaptized’? Do you think it isagood thing for some to do s0?
Why or why not? Inwhat senseis“rebaptism” possble and in what sense impossble?

MEMORY VERSES: Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; Romans 6:4
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FIRST PRINCIPLES OF THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST-- LESSON TEN

What We Can Do About Sin: REMAINING FAITHFUL

REMAINING FAITHFUL isthe Sixth Step toward salvation from sin.
|. FAITHFULNESSISCOMMONLY THOUGHT to be necessary in any undertaking.
A. In govenrment-- an eected officid can be impeached for negligence or mafeasance.
B. Inthe marketplace-- an employee can be fired for dishonest or negligent behavior.
C. Insports-- an athlete who violates team rules can be dismissed from the team.
D. BUT-- Inrdigion it iswiddy bdieved tha unfaithfulness to one's commitment will not
jeopardize on€' s prospect of eterna reward-- “once saved, dways saved.” Strange!
Il. FAITHFULNESSIN RELIGION ISA PROMINENT BIBLE TEACHING:
A. Under God'slaw in the Old Testament. See Psalm 31:23.

B. Under God's law in the New Testament:

1. Fathfulnessisrequired of God's servants. See 1Corinthians 4:2; 1Peter 4:10.
2. “Keeping the faith” will be rewarded with the victory crown. See 2Timothy 4:7,8.
3. Faithfulnessis expected regardless of the cost. See Revelation 2:10.

[I1. GOD’'SPROMISES ARE ALWAYS CONDITIONAL.

A. Mathew 11:28-30-- The Great Invitation” offers "ret” on terms of “come” and “take my
yoke, and “learn of me.”
B. John 3:16-- If we bdieve, we can have eternd life.

C. Acts2:38-- If we repent and are baptized, we can have remission of Sins.

V. EVERY PROMISE INVOLVESTWO PARTIES-- theGiver and theReceiver.

A. Promisesof sdvation are given by God and must be received by men
(29)



B. God isalways faithful to keep His promises. See 2Thessdonians 3:3; 2Corinthians 1:20.
C. Every giver hastheright to attach conditions (commands) to promises. See 1John 2:3.
D. Receversdo not dways meet the conditions set by givers. See 1John 1:8.

E. A covenant is breached when dther party defaults. Then, no obligation remainsto the
non-defaulting party. This gppliesto God's covenant with man about salvation! For
Example:

1. John 10:29-- Thepromise- “No one can snatch the sheep from God' s hand.”
The condition-- “Hear my voice and follow me.”

2. 1John 3:9-- Thepromise- “Those born of God cannot sin.”
The condition-- “His seed (the influence of God' sword [Luke 8:11])
remansin him.”

3. Romans8:1-- Thepromise-- “No condemnation to those in Christ Jesus.”
The condition-- “Who walk according to the Spirit.”

V. SOME DENY OR DIMINISH THE CONDITIONALITY OF GOD’'SPROMISES:

A. The Jews congdered their covenant with God to be unbreskable. See John 8:32,33.
1. God had warned them to the contrary. See Deuteronomy 11:26-29; 27:11-15ff.
Deuteronomy 30:15-20, etc.
2. Their history should have taught themthe lesson of faithfulness:
a. Obedience ddivered them from deeth in Egypt. See Exodus 12:21,23,28.
b. Obedience brought success; disobedience brought falure in Caanan:
(1) Obedience gave them victory over Jericho. See Joshua 6:2,3ff, 20.
(2) Disobedience defeated them at Ai. See Joshua 7:1,4,5.
3. The Jews' disobedience negated God' s responsbilities toward them in the covenant.
See John 8:34-36.

B. Some“saved” people today deny the conditiondity of God' s promises to them.
1. Ther conviction is based on John Cavin'sfive points of doctrine:
a. Totd hereditary depravity of man. But-- see Matthew 18:3; 2Timothy 3:13.
b. Unconditiond dection by God of the saved-- But-- see 2Peter 1:10.
c. Limited atonement of Christ for the chosen. But-- see Hebrews 2:9.
d. Irresigible graceto equip snnersfor savation. But-- see 2Corinthians 6:1.
e. Perseverance of the saints (ultimate salvation of every elected person and none else).
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2. Some churches accept dl or part of this“package.” Scripturdly, Cavin's points
gtand or fdl together. Each onelogicaly depends on the othersfor validity.

3. Thisdoctrine of “perseverance’ isaso cdled “the imposshbility of gpogtasy,” “the
security of the believer,” “once saved, dways saved,” etc.

4. Itismaintained that “achild of God, once saved by the blood of Chrigt, cannot so Sn
asto befindly logt.” (Thisideais commonly defended in public debates.)

VI. CONSEQUENCESOF THE “IMPOSSIBILITY OF APOSTASY” DOCTRINE:

A. It leads to extreme pogtions about salvation. A prominent author and debater stated
publicly: “We take the pogtion that a Chrigtian’s Sns do not damn his soul..dl the
churches to which he may belong, al the prayers he may pray, dl the Bibles he may read,
al the sermons he may practice and dl the benevolent acts he may perform will not make
his soul one whit safer in the sight of God, and dl the sSins he may commit from idolatry
to murder will not endanger his soul.”

B. It givesafalse sense of security to those who embraceit. See Gdatians 6:3; Titus 1:16.

VII. WHAT DOESTHE BIBLE TEACH ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF LOSING
OUR SPIRITUAL SECURITY?

A. Sdvationishby fath (Ephesans 2:8), but faith can be abandoned. See 1 Timothy 1:19;
1Timothy 4:1, 5:12. Believers can become unbelievers. See Hebrews 3:12; Jude 5.
1. Only the obedient will have theright “ID” to get into heaven. See Reveation 22:14.

B. TheBiblewarns usnot to fal. See 1Corinthians 10:12; Hebrews 6:4-6; James 5:19,20.
1. Why would we be warned if there were no danger?

C. TheBible counsels us about how to avoid faling. See 2Peter 1:10.
1. Why counsdling if there were no problem possible?

D. The Bible prescribes the remedy for faling. See 1John 1:9; Acts 8:22.
1. Why prescribe aremedy for a“disease” that doesn't exist?

E. Numerous examples are given of those who did fall:
1. Smonthe sorceror. See Acts 8:12,13,23.
2. Ananias and Sapphira. See Acts 4:34; 5:1,4,5.
3. Jewswho murmured in the wilderness. See 1Corinthians 10:2,5,6,11.
4. Thosewho tried to be saved by the Law of Moses. See Gdatians 5:4.
5. Didthe Biblelie about some logng their salvation? 1f somedid, all can!
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FIRST PRINCIPLES REVIEW-- Lesson 10

1. Why is“remaining faithful” caled the “sxth step toward salvation from sn”?

2. What are some examples of required faithfulnessin everyday life? Give other smilar examples  of
your own.

3. What importance does the New Testament place on faithfulness by the Lord' s people?

4. Explain the relationships between the giver and the receiver of apromise. How do these
rel ationships gpply to the promises concerning savation in the New Testament?

5. Discuss the conditiondity of the promises of believer security in John 10:29, 1John 3:9, and
Romans 81.

6. How do the Jews in the Old Testament serve as apractica demonstration of the conditiondity
of God's promises?

7. How doesthe “impossibility of gpostasy” doctrinefit into the Cavinistic approach to man's
sdvation? Explain how Cavin'sfive points of doctrine are interdependent.

8. There are other basic consequences of this “impossibility” doctrine in addition to the two
listed in the lesson. Can you add one or two more to the lig?

9. Choose one of the references given for each of the five pointsin section VI of the lesson.
Show how each passage chosen rdates to “fdling from grace.”

10. What isthe ultimate lesson to be learned from the examples of those in the Bible who did
fall?

MEMORY VERSES: 1Corinthians 10:12; Galatians 5:4
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FIRST PRINCIPLES OF THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST-- LESSON ELEVEN

The One Church-- FACTSAND FIGURES

l. HOW MEN LOOK AT THE CHURCH:
A. Membership istotdly unimportant. We need no reationship with any church.
B. Membership in some church isbeneficial in certain ways, but it is not necessary.
C. Membership inthe Lord's church isan essential part of salvation.

D. Which attitude is supported by God’ s word?

Il. HOW GOD LOOKSAT THE CHURCH:
A. THE FACTSABOUT WHAT GOD THINKS OF THE CHURCH:

1. Jesus gave Hislife for the church. See Ephesans 5:25.
a. The price paid indicates the vaue of any object purchased.

b. If we are saved without the church, we are saved without the blood of Jesus. See
1Peter 1:18,19.

2. Jesusisthe head of the church. See Ephesians 5:23.
a. We cannot falow the leadership of the head if we are not in the church.
b. We can function as members of the body only in the church.

3. Jesusisthe Savior of the church. See Ephesians 5:23.
a Therefore, the church isthe saved people on earth. See Acts 2:47.

4. Jesus dams the church for Himsdf (as Hisown). See Ephesans 5:27.
a Who would darefile acounter claim to contest His ownership?

B. THE FIGURES BY WHICH GOD DESCRIBES THE CHURCH:
1. The church isthe body of Christ. See Ephesans 1:22,23.

a Itisthe people who belong to Christ.
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b. ItisHis"“fullness,” (completeness) just asHeisthe“ fullness’ of the Godhead. See
Ephesansl:23; Colossans 2:9.

2. The churchisthe kingdom of Christ. See Colossans 1:13.
a It isthe people who belong to and serve the King.

3. The churchisthe vineyard of Christ. See Matthew 20:1.
a Itiswherework isdone for the Master of the vineyard.
b. Work outdde the vineyard isfutile. See John 15:4,5.
4. The churchisthe bride of Chrigt. See Ephesans 5:23-25; 5:32; John 3:29,30.
a Itisthe object of the absolute love of Christ.
b. Itisthe object of the exclusive love of Chrig.
5. Thechurchis God'sfamily.
a All good and needful things are provided by the Father for His family.
b. Family members can communicate fredy with their Fether in prayer.

6. Thechurchisthetemple of God. See 1Corinthians 3:16.
a. Itisthe place where people can worship God acceptably.

C. THE UNIQUE RELATIONSHIP ENJOYED BY THE CHURCH:
1. Thechurchis“in Christ.” See 1Corinthians 1:2.
2. All spiritual blessings arein Christ. See Ephesans 1:3.
3. Church members are sanctified in Christ. See 1Corinthians 1:2.
4. Members are new creatures in Chrigt. See 2Corinthians 5:17; John 3:3.
1. HOW MANY CHURCHES ARE ACCEPTABLE TO GOD?
A. Jesus promised to build only ONE. See Matthew 16:18.
B, Thefigures (see above) of the body, kingdom, bride, and family dl requirealimit of ONE.
C. Thewriters of the New Tetament speak of just ONE. See Ephesans 4:4,5.
D. Thesaved were added to “the” (same, one) church. See Acts 2:47.

E. All people were baptized into one body (church). See 1Corinthians 12:13.
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1. Today, people are baptized with different baptismsinto different bodies (churches).
E.g., Methodist, Baptist, Presbyterian, Catholic, Mormon, etc.

F. Thereisno inspired record of any saved person joining a denomination (“of higher
choice’).

G. Divisoniscondemnedin the New Tesament. See Luke 11:17.

1. “Denomingtion” means“naming from” one ancther, that is, dividing into parts with
different names.

2. BUT--All Chrigtians should speak the same things, have the same mind about things,
and exer cise the same judgment about things! See 1Corinthians 1:10.
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FIRST PRINCIPLES REVIEW-- Lesson 11

1. How isthe importance of the Lord's church emphaszed by the fact that Christ gave His life
for it?

2. Inwhat two ways s “the body” applied to the people of God? See Ephesans 1:10, 22, 23 and
1Corinthians 12:12-27. What does each term teach about the importance of the church?

3. Comparethe use of “fullness’ in Ephesans 1:23 with itsusein Colossans 2:9. What does
this comparison tell us about the significance of the church?

4. Since the church is Chrigt’s “bride,” what are some of the advantages that it enjoys from that
relationship?

5. What are some of the blessings that may be expected by the church in itsrole as the family
of God?

6. Two thingsare cdled a“ temple of God” today. What are they, and how does each oneasa
temple relate to the other? See 1Corinthians 3:16 and 1Corinthians 6:19,20.

7. Find in a concordance or other source some blessings that come to those who are “in Christ”
(in addition to those given in the lesson).

8. Show how Ephesans 4:4,5 is exdusve in citing the Persons or things listed. What doesthis
teach us about the “church of your choice’ approach to rdigion?

9. Explan why the denominational concept of God's church isin error.

10. Why arethe*joint” religious activities of different denominationsin violation of Paul’s pre-
scriptionfor true unity in 1Corinthians 1:10?

MEMORY VERSES:. Ephesans 1:22,23; Ephesans 4:4,5
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FIRST PRINCIPLESOF THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST--

LESSON TWELVE

HOW People Get Intothe CHURCH

|. PEOPLE GET INTO DENOMINATIONAL CHURCHESIN VARIOUS WAY S

A. Almost every denomination has a procedure peculiar to itself.

1. TheBaptist Church: “...The churches therefore have candidates come before them,
make their satement, give their ‘experience,’ and then their reception is decided by a
voteof the members. And while they cannot become members without baptism, yet it
isthe vote of the body which admits them to its fellowship on recelving baptism.”
(Standard Manud for Baptist Churches, Edward D. Hiscox, D.D., p.22).

. The Methodist Church: “...when such persons offer themsalves for membership, it
shdl be the duty of the pastor...to indruct them in the meaning of the Chritian faith
and the higtory, organization, and teaching of the Methodist Church; to explain to
them the baptisma and membership vows, and to lead them to commit themsdvesto
Jesus Chrigt... A member in good standing in any Christian denomination...may be
received into membership by a proper certificate of transfer...and upon afirming his
willingnessto be loya to the Methodist Church...” (Discipline of the Methodist
Church, 1952, pp. 38,39). “The names of al baptized children within the loca church
shdl be kept on the preparatory membership roll” (ibid., p. 44).

3. The Nazarene Church: “All persons...after having declared their experience of
sdvation, and their belief in the doctrines of the Church of the Nazarene...shdl
compose the full membership of theloca church; however, only members who have
reached their twdfth birthday shall be entitled to vote in annud or specia church
mestings’ (Manud, p. 51).

B. ALL who get into the Lord’s church do the same, not different, things.
1. All beome members of the same church, not different churches.

2. They thusfulfill Christ’s desire for the unity of His people. See John 10:16; 17:21.
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II. HOW PEOPLE GET INTO CHRIST'S CHURCH-- Facts and | llustrations:
A. FACTS: Plain statementsfrom the scriptures:

1. Peopleare called into it for specid blessings and responghbilities. See 1Thessalonians
2:1; Colossans 3:15.
a Itisnot alimited cal or amiraculous cal.
b. People are called by the gospel of Christ. See 2Thessalonians 2:14; Mark 16:15.
C. They are“cdled to be saints” See 1Corinthiansl:2.
d. People are cdled to inherit eternd life. See 1Timothy 6:12.

2. People are added to it as new members of the body (people) of Christ. See Acts 2:47.
a Three thousand souls were added (“unto them) on Pentecost. See Acts 2:41.
b. “Those that were saved” (ASV) were “added to the church.” (KJV), “unto them”
(ASV) day by day. See Acts 2:47.
c. The number “cameto be’ about 5,000 men. See Acts 4:4.
d. “Multitudes’ were“added to the Lord” (KJV; ASV). SeeActs5:14.
e. The number of disciples“multiplied greetly;” priests were obedient. SeeActs6:7.
f. All these new Chrigtians were in the same church in Jerusdlem. See Acts 8:1.

3. People are changed into it to become better people. See Colossans 1:13.
a Members have “put off” the old manand his deeds. See Colossans 3:9.
b. They have “put on” the new manin theimage of Christ. See Colossans 3:10.
c. Membersare“raised” from baptism to take on new life. See Romans 6:4.

4. People are born into it as new members of God'sfamily. See John 3:3,5.
a. Thechurchisthefamily of God. See 1Timothy 315.
b. God isthe Father (Hebrews 3:4); Christ is the Elder Brother (Hebrews 3:6);
members are brethren (Hebrews 3:6) and equals (Matthew 23:8,9).
c. None are members of God's family because of their firg birth but because of their
second (new) birth!

5. People are adopted into it out of one family into another. See Gddians 4:4-7.
a. Adam was God' s son (Luke 3:38) but was dienated by sin. See Isaiah 59:2.
b. All who sin become children of the devil because of their sin. See John 8:41-44.
c. Members are adopted into God's family because of Hisinfinite mercy. See
2Corinthians 1:3.

6. People are baptized into it within the process of savation. See 1Corinthians 12:13.
a Thechurchisdl the saved people on earth.  See Acts 2:47.
b. No decision about church membership is necessary for them, because God adds
the saved to the church on His valition, not theirs. See Acts 2:47.
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c. Baptismisthefind act of obedience leading to sdvation from past Sns. When
oneissaved, heisadded asamember of the church.

7. Thesefacts dl describe the same process of entering the church. Only the
emphasis is different in each description.

B. ILLUSTRATIONS: Conversionsin Acts.  (SeeChart-- “Conversonsin Acts)

1. Pentecost-- the “birthday” of the church. See Acts 2.
2. The Samaritans-- See Acts 8:1-25.

3. TheEthiopian-- See Acts 8:26-40.

4. Saul of Tarsus-- See Acts 9:1-19.

5. Corndius and hisfamily-- See Acts 10:1-48.

6. Lydiaand her household-- See Acts 16:11-15.

7. ThePhilippianjailor and hisfamily-- See Acts 16:16-34.

8. The Corinthians-- See Acts 18:8
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FIRST PRINCIPLES REVIEW-- Lesson 12

1. What are some ways in which people become members of various denominationa churches?
Answer from your persond experience or the experience of others you know.

2. What particular characteristic of God's*“new” child is emphasized in each of these terms.
a. Called into the church?

b. Added to the church?
c. Changed into the church?
d. Born into the church?

e. Adopted into the church?.

3. How are dl the above terms the same and how are they different?

4. Tel how Acts describes the “adding” of people to the Lord’s church from its birthday on
Pentecost (Acts 2) until it was scattered by persecution (Acts 8:1).

5. What changein lifestyle is demanded of people when they are “trandated” (“changed”) into
Chrigt’ s knigdom (church)? Look at some passages that list specific things to be “put off”
when people become church members. (Clue-- See Epheians 4; Colossans 3; Gaatians 5.)

6. What isthe difference in emphasis between being “born into” the family of God (the church)
and being “adopted” into it?
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7. Questions about the principal conversonsin Acts (usng the chart):

a. What did people do that is mentioned seven times? One time? Eight times?

b. What was the composite (complete) obedience that put people into the church?

c. What facts can we learn about baptism from the conversion of the Ethiopian in Acts 8?

d. Whendid the Holy Spirit fal on Corndlius in his converson? See Acts 10:44; 11:15.

e. Was the Philippianjailor saved by “faith only”? Seelsaiah 2:3; Acts 2:38; James 2:24.

f. What were some of the emotions experienced by those saved by obedience to the gospel?

g. What are some “results’ of the conversions other than the “fedings’ enjoyed by those who
were saved?

MEMORY VERSES: John 3:3,5; Colossans 1:13,14
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FIRST PRINCIPLES OF THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST-- LESSON THIRTEEN

The Local Church-- whatItisandWhyltls

. ALL SAVED PEOPLE ARE IN THE “UNIVERSAL” CHURCH.

A. The“universd” churchisaspiritual reaionship of dl Chrigtians with God and with one
another. See Ephesans 1:22,23.

B. Theuniversa church hasno organization. It does not meet together for worship or for
any other purpose. The Scriptures are silent about these matters.

C. Theuniversa church hasno work to do, except asindividuas serve God in anor-

collective capacity. The Scriptures are dso silent in this respect.

Il. ALL CHRISTIANSARE TO MEET WITH OTHER CHRISTIANS.
A. Such mestings are to enable worship and work together as a group. See Hebrews10:25.
B. This necesstates an aspect of the church other than the universal.

1. Members must meet together to worship God as a collective ativity:
a Singing “oneto another.” See Ephesans 5:19.
b. Eating the Lord's Supper together. See 1Corinthians 11:17-34.
c¢. Giving into the church treasury. See 1Corinthians 16:1,2.
d. Praying together to God. See 1Corinthians 14:14-18.
e. Teaching from God'sword. See Acts 20:7.

2. Members must meet together to exhort one another. See Hebrews 10:25.
3. Members must meet together to exercise discipline. See 1Corinthians 5:4.
C. Differencesin times and locations dictate that members be divided into local churchesso

they can discharge their colledtive duties.
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1. Probably, one congregation included al church members at firs. See Acts 2:41-47.

2. Rapid growth required a plurdity of churchesin Jerusalem. See Acts4:4; 6:1,7.

3. These churches were scattered by persecution and regrouped dsewhere.See Acts 8:1.

4. Loca churchesmet in Samaria (city), Damascus, Lydda, Joppa, and Caesarea. See

Acts 8:14; 9:19,32,36,38; 10:1,44,48.

Local churches existed throughout Judea, Galileg, and Samaria. See Acts 9:31.

An active church was organized a Antiochin Syria. See Acts 13:1-3.

Churches dso were garted in places far from Palestine. See Acts 14:23.

These churcheswere called “ the churches of Chrigt.” See Romans 16:16.

Each group of disciplesindependently was a “church of Chrig” in a city or region.

10. Today, all (composte) loca churches contain all the saved, but all the saved are
not contained in any one of them.

© oo N U

MEMBERSHIP IN A PARTICULAR LOCAL CHURCH ISBY CHOICE.

A. By the choice of theindividud and by the choice of thelocal church See Acts 9:26-28.

B. However, God's plan for each Christian’s devel opment cannot be redlized outside a
local congregation, so each Christian must choose a local church!

C. Membershipinaloca church involves the choice to assume the responsibilities of
wor ship and work with other members:

1. Teaching the truth of God' s word to one another. See 1Corinthians 14:19 (KJV).
2. Teaching and admonishing one another in song. See Colossians 3:16.
3. Sending out the gospel to thelost in other places. See Philippians 4:14-16.

D. Membershipinalocd church involvesthe choice to share in the benefits provided
within the loca church family:

1. Becoming the object of godly love from other members. See 2Thessdonians 1:3.

2. Receiving support from others when facing difficulties. See 2Thessalonians 1:4;
Gdatians 6:2.

3. Enjoying encouragement in dl postive things. See 1Corinthians 12:25,26.

. HOW A LOCAL CHURCH ISORGANIZED.

A. Thereisno organization by which loca churches are tied together for any purpose

B. A locd church, when duly organized, has elders and deacons. See Acts 6:2,3; 14:23;
Philippians 1:1.
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1. Elderswatch, oversee, tend, feed, take heed to, and ruetheir locad congregation.
See Acts 20:28; 1Peter 5:2; 1Timothy 5:17; Hebrews 13:17.

2. Deacons execute physical tasks to implement spiritual gods. See Acts 6:1-4.
a Teaching isafunction of their general responsbility asindividua Chrigians, not

their specific responsbility as deacons. See Acts 6:5; 8:4,5; 21:8.

3. Strict and specific qualifications are dictated to be met by those holding these
positions of importance in locd churches. See 1Timothy 3:1-13; Titus 1:5-9.

4. Elders have ruling authority and deacons have serving responshilities only in their
own loca congregation. See 1Peter 5:1,2.
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FIRST PRINCIPLES REVIEW-- Lesson 13

1. What are the differences betweene the universa church and the loca church asto: (1) Sze;
(2) work; (3) organization;, (4) relaionships anong members?

2. Why istheloca church necessary to the plan of God for the “perfection of the saints’?

3. Tracethe establishment of loca churchs in the Book of Acts.

4. How does one become amember of alocd congregation? How isthis different from
becoming a member of the universa church?

5. What are some things done by faithful Chrigtiansin wor ship thet are done as part of aloca
congregation?

6. Wha are some things done by faithful Chrigtaians in work that are done as part of aloca
church?

7. Name some benefits enjoyed by Chrigtians as members of aloca congregation.

8. Who are the people who are “over” thingsin theloca church? What is each one “over”?

9. What term is applied to both elders and deacons to emphasize their suitability for their
positionsin the loca church? How may times does it appear in 1Timothy 3 and Titus 1?
10. What are the main differences between the qudifications for eders and deacons?

Optional Question: Show in adiagram how the universal church contains all the saved in locd
churches but no loca church contains dl the saved in the world.

MEMORY VERSES: Romans 16:16b; Galatians 6:2
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COMMANDS-- GENERAL AND SPECIFIC

WHO-- General Specific More Specific  Most Specific
Command Command Command Command

Noah-- Builda 1. Build an Ark 1. Wood 1. Gopher

Gen.6: Structure 2. (Build aHouse) 2.(Any Buiding 2. (Oak

14-16 Materials) Wood)

Jews-- Offer an 1. Offer aLamb 1. Male Lamb 1. First Year

Exodus Animal  2.(Offer a Donkey) 2.(Female Lamb) 2. (Second
12:.4-11 Y ear)

Christians- Worship 1. Make Music 1. Sing from Heart 1. Sing

Eph.5:19 Psalms,
Hymns,etc.
2. (Dance, Drama, 2. (Play on Instru- 2. (Popular
Other Acts) ment[9]) songs, etc.)

Note: Each of the above commands from God could have been givenin ageneral form, asinthe
firg column. Thiswould have dlowed usng any detall to carry out the command. How-
ever, as the command becomes mor e specific, only the detail(s) specifiedis alowed.

All other possible options (in parentheses) are disallowed. The command is not fully
obeyed until dl specified detalls have been implemented and dl other possible options have
been excluded.
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COMMANDS-REQUISITESAND EXPEDIENTS

Who-- What-- How (Required)-- How--
(Expedient/Optional)

Disciples-- “Go and Teach” 1. Go 1. Mode: Walk,
Ride, Telephone, etc.
Matthew 2. Teach 2. Method: Sermon,
28:18-20 Tract, etc.
Disciples-- “ThisDo” 1. Eat Bread 1. One Piece or
(Eat Lord’s Supper) Sever al
1Cor. 11:
23-28 2. Drink Cup 2. One Container or
Sever al
Disciples- “Sing and Make 1. Sing 1. Parts, Leader,
Melody in Heart” Pitch Pipe, etc.
Eph. 5:19; 2. Psalms, Hymns, 2. Memory or Books
Col.3:16 Spiritual Songs How Many Songs,
etc.

Note-- We have no choice about doing what iscommanded. Both the command and any

specified detail(s) for itsimplementation must be respected. They arerequired. However, when
details are not specified for carrying out acommand, any detail which is expedient may be employed in
implementing the command. These details are optional.
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THE FIRST PRINCIPLES OF THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST-- LESSON FOURTEEN

The Local Church: WORSHIP

|. THERE ARE TWO BASIC KINDS OF WORSHIP: TRUE and FAL SE.

A. TrueWorship isacceptable to God. See John 4:23,24.

1. It must be directed toward God. See Matthew 4:10.

2. It must bein offered in spirit-- sincere and fervent, out of the heart. See Hebrews
10:21; Psalm 89:7.

3. It must be offered in truth-- according to Divine indructions. See John 17:17.
a. Authorized by the present truth (New Testament only). See 2Peter 1:12; John 1:17.

B. False Worship isunacceptable to God.

1. Vanworship accompanies fadseteaching. See Matthew 15:9.
a. Doctrine--good or bad-- impacts man’s efforts to serve God.

2. Ignorant worship ignores God' s concern about how man worships Him. See Acts 17:23
a Knowledge is fundamentd to appropriate worship. See ZTimothy 2:15.

3. Will worship puts man, not God, in control of spiritua matters. See Colossans 2:23.
a Man cannot determine his own spiritud path. See Jeremiah 10:23.

II. EARLY CHRISTIANSWORSHIPED TOGETHER IN LOCAL CHURCHES.
A. The church a Corinth “came together” on the first day of the week. See 1Corinthians 16:2.
B. Other churches also assembled for worship. See 1Corinthians 16:1; Acts 20:7.

C. Specific ingructions were given to churches about proper public worship:
1. How to observe the Lord's Supper acceptably. See 1Corinthians 11:18ff.
2. How to pray and sing so asto please God. See 1Corinthians 14:15.
3. How to regulate teaching by spiritua and non-spiritud gifts. See 1Corinthians 4:4,19.
4. How to give in keegping with God' s expectations. See 1Corinthians 16:1,2.
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[1l. THE SAMEWORSHIP WASPRACTICED IN EVERY LOCAL CHURCH.
A. Pauls “waysin Chrig” were taught in every church. See 1Corinthians 4:17.

1. Thus, church members could have the “same mind” and live by the “samerule’ in
everything that pertained to serving God. See 1Corinthians 1:10; Philippians 3:16.
2. All acts of worship were equaly important and necessary for dl Chrigtians,

B. TheLord' s Supper: SeeMaithew 26:26-29; 1Corinthians 11:23-26.

1. The dementsof the Supper: unleavened bread and fruit of the (grape) vine.
a The bread represents the crucified body of Christ.
b. The cup represents the shed blood of Chrigt. The“cup” is not the container(s) but
the contents of the container(s). See Luke 22:17-20.

2. Thefrequency of observance: every first day of the week (Sunday). See Acts 20:7;
1Corinthians 16:1,2; Exodus 20:8 [“the” Sabbath--“the” firs day--same frequency.

3. The purpose of the Supper: (8) amemorid of Chrigt [1Corinthians 11:24,25]; (b) a
proclamation of His desth and second coming [1Corinthians 11:26]; (c) acommunion
(“sharing”) in Chrigt’ s degth [1Corinthians 11:26]; (d) asource of spiritud strength
for each partaker in the Supper [1Corinthians 11:26].

C. Prayer: seeActs2:42; 12:5.

1. Requeststo God should be: (a) sincere [James 5:16]; (b) through Jesus Christ [John
16:23; 1Timothy 2:5]; (c) in unison [1Corinthians 14:16]; (d) led by Christian men
[1Corinthians 14:34].

D. Teaching: SeeActs2:42; Acts 20:7; 1Corinthians 14:26.

1. All teaching must be according to God'sword. See Gddians 1:6-8; Matthew 15:9.
2. Teaching is donein the assembly only by men. See 1Corinthians 14:34; 1Timothy 2:12.

E. Giving: See 1Corinthians 16:1,2.

1. The purpose of giving: (8) benevolent relief for saints (only) [2Corinthians 9:12];
(b) preaching the gospd [Philippians 4:15,16]; (c) enabling every good work of the
loca congregation [2Corinthians 9:8].
2. The frequency of giving: every first day of the week. See 1Corinthians 16:1,2.
3. The amount to give: (&) proportionate to blessings [Luke 12:48]; (b) as prospered
[1Corinthians 16:2]; (c) according to ability [2Corinthians 9:13].
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F. SINgiNg: See Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16; Hebrews 2:12.

1. Vocd music only isauthorized by command and example. Ingrumental music in the
form of bands, pianos, organs, etc. is unauthorizedin the church's public worship.
a Every reference to music in worship is singing, not playing.

b. Therule of slence must be respected by worshipers. See Acts 15:24; 2Corinthians
5:7; Romans 10:17.

c. Additions to God' s teaching about music are forbidden. See Revelation 22:18.
d. Study the CHARTS: “Genera and Specific’ and “Commands and Expedients,”
pp. 53,54.
2. Paticipation by every member in Snging is necessary. Choirs, solos, quartets, and
other partia involvement of membersis not authorized. See Ephesans 5:19; Coloss-
ians 3:16.
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FIRST PRINCIPLES REVIEW-- Lesson 14

1. What arethe two basic kinds of music, and what is the fundamentd difference between them?

2. What characteristics must acceptable worship have?

3. How many different acts of worship were included in the “public worship services” of New
Testament churches? What were they?

4. Why isthe church a Corinth a good resource for guidance in acceptable worship for churches
today? How many of the acts of worship are discussed in 1Corinthians?
5. Do you think that the same basic guiddines for public worship would have gpplied both in

churches with and without spiritud gifts? Why or why not?

6. What are some of the things that churches or individuas do that give the false impression that
some items of worship are more important than others?

7. Why isthe Cathalic doctrine of “transubstantiation” (look it up in your dictionary) in error?

8. Why isit inadvisable for abrother at the Lord' s table to express his thanks for the * contents
of thiscup” when he gives thanks for “the cup’?

9. How do we receive spiritua strength from proper participation in the Lord’s Supper? Is
such strength confined to the Supper?

10. What things should be consdered carefully by the man who leads the public prayer in the
assembly of the congregation?
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11. What Biblica reasons underlie the restrictions placed on women in the public worship of the
church? See 1Timothy 2:13,14; Genesis 3:1-6.

12. What is said about tithing in the New Testament? Does the Old Testament practice of tithing
offer any lessons for Chrigtians today?

13. How often should each member of aloca church contribute into the * church treasury”? What
about amember who is paid bi-weekly, monthly, etc.?

14. What are two (or more) reasons why insrumenta bands are ingppropriate in church worship?

15. Why isit not scripturd for churches to have their snging done by choirs, solos, and
guartets?

MEMORY VERSES. John 4:24; Ephesians 5:19
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THE FIRST PRINCIPLES OF THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST--

LESSON FIFTEEN

The Local Church: WORK

. GOD’SWORK ISCRUCIAL TO ALL PEOPLE:

A. The cregtion of the universe. See Genesis 1:1,31.
B. The providentia maintenance of His creation. See Matthew 5:45.

C. Theformulation of aplan for man's savation. See Ephesans 3:9-11; John 3:16.

1. JESUS WORK GAVE ABUNDANT LIFE TO RECEPTIVE PEOPLE. See John 10:10.
A. He actudized redemption by means of His own death. See 1Peter 1:18,19.

B. He bestows all spiritua blessings now on His church. See Ephesans 1:3.

IIl. THE CHURCH OF CHRIST ALSO HASIMPORTANT WORK TO DO.

A. Chrigt now functions through fathful disciples. See Philippians 1:21; 2:30.

1. “Chrigt has no hands but our hands to do His work today,
He has no feet but our feet to lead men in His way;

He has no tongues but our tonguesto tell men how He died,
He has no help but our help to bring them to Hissde.” (Annie Fint)

B. All spiritud work is accomplished by saints working independently or by loca churches
working independently of one another.

1. The scriptures provide no means for work by a confederation of churches.

2. The scriptures give no instance of any loca church working through another church
or through another organization of any kind.
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IV. LOCAL CHURCHES ARE AUTHORIZED TO WORK IN THREE AREAS ONLY:

A. Preaching the gospel at home and away. See 1Thessalonians 1:8.

1. Many male members participate in public teaching. See 1Corinthians 1423,24.

2. Local churches support preachers to preach at home and in other places. See
Philippians 4:14-16.

3. Local churches should work today as local churches worked in New Testament days.
a. See Chart 1: “How Local Churches Preached the Gospel”-- p.57.

4. Local churches should not work today in ways that local churches did not work in
New Testament days.
a. See Chart 1b: “How Local Churches Preached the Gospel’-- p.57.

B. Strengthening the members of the local church. See Ephesians 4:11-16.

1. Strength comes through the word of God, not through entertainment. See Acts 20:32.
2. The “secial gospel” implemented through gyms, family life centers, kitchens, etc., is
outside the scope of the work of the local church.

C. Benevolent relief of the saints’ physical needs. See Acts 6:1-6.

1. See Chart 2: “How Local Churches Helped the Needy”-- p. 57.
a. This chart illustrates how churches did the work of benevolence.
2. See Chart 2b: ‘How Local Churches Helped the Needy”-- p.57.
a. This chart illustrates how churches did not do the work of benevolence.

D. There is a difference between the work of the local church and the work of the
individual member of a local church.

1. See Chart 3: “To Whom Did Churches Give Benevolence?”’-- p. 58.
a. This chart illustrates who were and who were not the objects of benevolence.

2. See Chart 4: “The Christian’s Work--Individually and Collectively”-- p.58.
a. This chart illustrates the differences between the two spheres of work for which

each Christian is responsible.

3. It is untrue that “a church can do anything that an individual member of that church
can do.”

4. Local churches may be restricted in their relief of certain persons, while individual
Christians may be unrestricted. See 1Timothy 5:16.

5. We must be careful to distinguish between the authorization of local churches and the
authorization of individual members of those churches to engage in certain acts of

benevolence. See James 126,27.
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FIRST PRINCIPLES REVIEW-- Lesson 15

1. Why isit gppropriate that the church should be responsible for working for the Lord?

2. By what organization was dl the work of the church performed in the New Testament? How
was the rest of the Lord’ s work done?

3. Inwhat three areas do New Testament churches work?

4. From the charts provided, explain the difference(s) between what is approved for churchesto
do in preaching the gospel and what is not approved.

5. By what means did God provide for members of loca churches to be strengthened and
developed for greater service to Him?

6. What fundamenta mistake have churches made in their attempts to provide opportunities for
Spiritua strength to their members?

7. For whose physica needs was the local church responsible in New Testament days?

8. From the charts, explain what was and what was not done by locd churchesin their work
of benevolence.

9. Show how the work and responghilities of loca churches were different from the work and
responghilities of individua Chrigtians. (Chart 4 may be helpful.)

10. What kinds of things can an individual Christian do that alocal church cannot do?

MEMORY VERSES: Colossians 3:17; Acts20:32
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Chart 1
HOW LOCAL CHURCHES PREACHED THE GOSPEL
{(Evangelism)

Heow: How Neot:

Church

Church
\Miss. Soc.| ___—— Preacher

Church >7 Preacher Church -3 Church \
/ Radio

Church Church Program

Example: Philippians 4:15,16 Example: 777
2Corinthians 11:8,9

Chart 2
HOW LOCAL CHURCHES HELPED THE NEEDY
(Benevolence)
How:
Church % Own Work ——> Orphans
In Need {Under elders)
Church : Church —3% Own Work ——— Elderly
with In Need (Under elders)

Ay \
Church —> Own Work —— Destitute

In Need (Under elders)

Example: Acts 11:27-30

How Not:

Orphan Home (directors) —% Orphans
Church —
with ——— Old Folks’ Home (directors) —»Elderly

Ability -
T Relief Agency (directors) ——> Destitute

Example: 777
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Chart 3--

YES

TO WHOM DID CHURCHES GIVE BENEVOLENCE?
Church 3 Own Needy
Members
Example: Acts 6:1-6

Church 1 . (messenger)
Church 4’s

Church 2 ——. (messenger) mw——y- Church4 .——3.  Needy
/ Members
Church3 . (messenger)

Example: 2Corinthians 8. 9

YES
T Church 2 ———> Church 2’s Needy Members
Church 1 ey~ Church 3 ey Church 3’s Needy Members
Church 4 —>= Church 4’s Needy Members
Example: Acts 11:28-30 -
NO
Church > Needy Non-Members
Example: 777
YES
Christian Individual > Needy Non-Members
Example: James 1:26.27; Galatians 6:10
YES

Christian Individual 1 Non-religious

Christian Individual 2 :j Organization —e——s» Needy Non-Members

Christian Individual 3 (2John 9,10)
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FIRST PRINCIPLESOF THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST-- LESSON SIXTEEN

Life in the Church: The Christian’s Commitment

|. COMMITMENT ISESSENTIAL IF WE ARE TO SERVE JESUSIN THE CHURCH.
A. BEvery person must choose acommitment for hislife sdirection. See Joshua 24:15.

1. Theright commitment to Jesus has a firm foundation of truth See 1Timothy 1:12.
2. Thereisno middle ground for the uncommited. See Matthew 12:30.

B. Commitments we make to God must be honored. See Luke 9:62; Ecclesiastes 5:5.

[I. LIFEIN THE CHURCH ISA GROWTH PROCESSOF SELF-BETTERMENT.

A. ThelLord s churchisa*“better” church (Acts 7:38) with better promises. See Hebrews 8:6.
B. Church members are expected to surpass the ordinary!  See Matthew 5:20.
I1l. CHRISTIANSARE COMMITED TOBECOME TOTALLY BETTER PERSONS:

A. Becoming a Better I ndividual:

1. By diminating sinful practices. See Ephesans 4:22-5:17; Colossans 3:5-9.
2. By developing godly attributes. See Ephesans 4.28-5:2; Colossans 3:12-17.
a. Specid emphasis should be given to love for others. See 1Corinthians 13:4-7.
3. By giving attention to personal devotion:
a Daily sudy of God' sword. See Acts 17:11; 2Timathy 2:15 (KJV).
b. Meditation on Scriptures and spiritual vaues. See Psdm 19:14; 1Timothy 4:13,15.
c. Regular and frequent prayer. See 1Thessdonians 5:17.
4. By active participation in afaithful local congregation:
a. Attend dl worship services. See Hebrews 10:25.
b. Share in ongoing responsbilities of service. See 1Corinthians 12:6.
c. Take advantage of opportunities to grow: classes, training sessons, gospd meeting
services, etc. See 1Timothy 4:15.
d. Submit to the rule of edersin matters of judgment. See Hebrews 13:17; 1Timothy
o:17.
(1) Our ability to submit to God's authority is often reflected in our willingnessto
respect the authority of edersin theloca church.
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B. Becoming a Better Family Member:

N

By honoring the marriagevows. See Matthew 19:5,6.

By being consider ate of the spouse’ s physical needs. See 1Corinthians 7:2-5.

By filling the proper role of the husband:

a To bethe head of the family. See Ephesans 5:23.

b. Tolovehiswife ashimsdf. See Ephesans 5:28.

c. Totrainthe childrenin spiritual development. See Ephesians 6:4.

d. To provide for the needs of the family. See Timothy 5:8.

By filling the proper role of the wife:

a. To besubmissve to her husband within God's laws. See Ephesans 5:22.

b. To be agood homemaker and “manager” of the family. See Titus 2:5.

c. Tobethe“rule” (*manager”) of the home under her husband’ s guidance. See
1Timothy 5:14.
(1) Asdders“rule’ under God' s guidance. See Hebrews 13:17.

5. By supporting aged parents and other needy relatives. See 1Timothy 5:16; Mark

C.

7:10-13.

Becoming a Better Citizen:

1. By obeying thelaws of society. See Romans 13:1,2.
2. By praying for spiritudly hedthy leedership in government. See 1Timothy 2:1,2.
3. By supporting civic efforts commensurate with the spiritua hedlth of the community,

the nation, and the world. See 1Thessdonians 5:15.

4. By paying dl debts and taxes in an honest and timely manner. See Romans 13:6,8;

D.

Matthew 22:17-21.

Becoming a Better Community Member:

1. By griving to be helpful to every neighbor. See Luke 10:30-37.
2. By showing a consstent example of righteous living. See Matthew 5:13-16; Romans

2:22-24.

3. By being evangelistic in the community at every opportunity. See Mark 16:15,16.

E.

Becoming a Better Employee:

1. By giving the best possible effort to the task at hand. See Ephesans 6:5-8.
2. By remaining loya and supportive toward honorable employers. See 1Timothy 6:1.
3. By being evangelistic in the workplace at every opportunity. See Ephesans 4:14,15.
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FIRST PRINCIPLES REVIEW-- Lesson 16
1. Why isit appropriate that members of the Lord’s church should try to better themselvesin

every area of their lives?
2. Makealigt of severd things that Christians are obligated to “put off” (away) asthey attempt

to honor ther commitment to the Lord.

3. Make another list of some postive attributes that should be *put on” (added) as church
members work toward perfection (completeness).

4. Why do you think that study of the Scriptures and meditation on the Scriptures are listed
separately as ways for Chrigtians to improve themselves as individuas?

5. What are some of the “ongoing responghilities” in atypica locad church? Use your loca
congregation as an example.

6. Why isit important to the well-being of the congregation that the memebrs yield ther

judgment in non-scriptura matters to the judgment of the elders?

7. How can awife submit hersdlf to her husband (Ephesans 5:22) and yet “rule the household”
(1Timothy 5:14-- ASV, RSV)?

8, Towhat extent is the Christian husband to love his wife?

9. What are some of the ways in which church members can “ support” their aged parents?

10. Which laws of government should a Christian obey? Give an example or two of some civic
or governmental endeavors that might well be supported by Chrigtians.

11. Wha are the implications of the fact that our commitment prohibits usto “owe anything”?

12. What practice should be common to both the community and the workplace?

MEMORY VERSES: 1Thessalonians 5:17; Hebrews 10:25
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FIRST PRINCIPLES OF THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST-- LESSON SEVENTEEN

The Holy Spirit and Miracles

. WHO OR WHAT ISTHEHOLY SPIRIT?

A. TheHoly Spirit isa“spirit” without human form. See Luke 24:39; John 4:24.
1. Heisa“holy” spirit-- dedicated to specia divine service. See Colossans 1:21,22.
B. Heisamember of the Godhead (“godhood”). See Colossans 2:9; Matthew 28:19.
C. HeisaPerson, not jugt an influence or force without specificity or definition
1. Some [migtrandations are mideading: e.g., Romans 8:16,26 (KJV)-- “itsdf.”
2. The Spirit possesses per sonal attributes:
a Hehears what the Father choosesto reveal to mankind. See John 16:13.
b. He speaks expresdy to warn us of dangers. See 1Timothy 4:1,2.
c. Hebearswitness with man’s spirit about man' s sdvation. See Romans 8:16.
d. Heisarieved when men disobey God' slaw. See Ephesians 4:30.
e. Helovesdl the children of God. See Romans 15:30.
Il. WHAT HASTHE HOLY SPIRIT DONE FOR MEN IN THE PAST?
A. He participated in the physical creation of theworld. See Genesis 1:2; Job 26:13.
B. He mantainsthe earth through natural laws. See Genesis 8:22; Psam 104:30.
C. Herevealed God’swill to mankind:
1. Through the prophets. See Nehemiah 9:30; 2Peter 1:19-21.
2. Through Jesus Christ. See John 3:34; 6:63.
3. Through the apostles of Christ. See John 16:13; Acts 1.:8.
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D. He produced miraclesand spiritual gifts to confirm God' s message of sdvation:

1. Through Jesus Chrigt, the Son of God. See Luke 4:1; John 20:30,31.
2. Through the apostles of Christ. See Gaatians 3:5; Mark 16:17-20.
3. Through certain early disciples. See 1Corinthians 12:7-11; 14:22.
a. Gifts were received when the apostles laid hands on men. See Acts 8:13-17; 19:1-6.

E. Hebaptized (“overwhemed’) all flesh. See Jodl 2:28-32.

1. To endow the apostles with power to spread the gospel. See Acts 1:8.
2. Tovdidate the Gentiles privilegeto receive the gospel. See Acts 10:44,45; 11:17,18.

1. WHAT ISTHEHOLY SPIRIT DOING FOR MEN NOW?
A. Hedwdlsin Chrigtians to hdp uslive spiritud lives. See Romans 8:9,5,6.

1. The Spirit dwellsin us by means of God'sword. See Romans 8:1,2.

2. The Father dso dwellsin us because of the word. See 1John 4:16; 5:3.

3. The Son of God dwdlsin ushy fath in Him. See Ephesans 3:17.

4. Thereisno “persond indwdling” of the Spirit in men gpart from the word.
a. A person cannot be dispersed to live within many other persons!

B. Heleads Chrigtians into faithful serviceto God. See Romans 8:14.

1. Thisisaccomplished aswe follow the indruction of God. See Ephesians 5:8-10,17.
C. Heexpedites Christians prayers in heaven asour “Intercessor.” See Romans 8:26,27.
D. Heenablesthelost to be saved-- by theword of God. See Acts 10:43.

The blind snner is enlightened by the word of God. See Psalm 119:130.
Theignorant snner gains under standing through God'sword. See Psalm 119:104.
The dead snner is born to life again by the word of God. See 1Peter 1:23.

Thelost snner is saved by the word of God. See James 1:21,22.

The unclean sSnner is cleansed by God'sword. See John 15:3.

Theimpure snner is purified through the word of God. See 1Peter 1:22.

The profane snner issanctified by means of the word of God. See John 17:17.

The disobedient snner will be judged by the rejected word of God. See John 12:48.

O NOoOOUGAWDNE
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E. Heenablesthesaved to make spiritua progress toward heaven--by the word of God.
See 2Peter 3:18.

1. Growth isachieved through our desire for the word of God. See 1Peter 2:1-3.

2. Strength comesto us by fdlowing the word of God. See Acts 20:32.

3. Comfort and patience sugain us through troubled times when we trust the promises
of God'sword. See Romans 15:4.

4. Completeness for Chrigiansis possible when our lives are totdly quided by the
word of God. See ZTimothy 3:16,17.

F. Theimpact of the Holy Spirit on men today is channeled through His WORD!
See Psalm 119:172.
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FIRST PRINCIPLES REVIEW-- Lesson 17

1. Look up “haly” in your concordance or Bible dictionary. What are some of the things that are
cdled by that term and why is each one cdled *holy”?

2. Inwhat way(s) are Jesus and the Holy Spirit alike as members of the “godhead”? In what
way(s) arethey different? See Colossans 2:9 and Luke 24:39.

3. Why isit unfortunate that in afew Bible passages references to the Holy Spirit were trans-
lated to reed “it” ingtead of “he’?

4. Assurance of salvation issaid to require two witnesses. (See Romans 8:16 and Matthew
18:16.) What isthe difference between the Spirit bearing witness “with” our spirit and the
Spirit bearing witness about salvation “to”our spirit? How does the Spirit bear witness?

5. Explain the parale between the Holy Spirit’swork in cresting and maintaining the physica
world and Hiswork in cregting and maintaining the spiritual world of the New Testament era

6. What was the basic reason for miracles to be performed by Jesus and His gpostles? Why do
we not expect miracles now? See 1Corinthians 13:10; Hebrews 2:3,4.

7. Isit possble to have the “full gospe” today without miracles? Why or why not?

8. How did the apostles receive miraculous power from the Spirit? Those other than aposties?
How do Bible facts preclude miracle-working power today?

9. Towha cdlassficaions of people was the baptism of the Holy Spirit promised? See Jod 2:
28-32. Hasthat promise been completdy fulfilled? If so, when?
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Should people today expect to be baptized with the Holy Spirit or to be moved miraculoudy
by the Holy Spirit as a* second work of grace’?

Does the Bible teach the “indwelling” of the Holy Spirit? The “Personal indweling of the
Spirit”? Why isthe latter concept: (1) illogicd; (2) an assumption?

Give an example or two of “groanings which cannot be uttered” (Romans 8:26) that the
Holy Spirit might help uswith aswe pray.

The mission of the Holy Spirit includes many operations performed for the benefit of both
saved and unsaved people. What medium (vehide) does the Spirit employ to accomplish
these operations?

Can you think of anything that the Holy Spirit does today that is not done through the
influence of the written word of God?

What central lesson isimpressed on us as we learn what the Bible says about how the Holy
Spirit functionsin our present world?

MEMORY VERSES: Romans 8:14; John 12:48
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FIRST PRINCIPLES OF THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST-- LESSON EIGHTEEN

“End Things’-- Fact and Fiction

ALL EARTHLY THINGSWILL COME TO AN END! See 1Peter 4:7.

A. Drastic changes have occurred (the flood) and will occur again (earth’sfiery end). See
2Peter 3:1-13.

B. Wise people prepare for “end things” Foolish people ignore the urgency of preparedness.
See Matthew 7:21-27.

C. Sometrust in fictional rather than factual ideas about “end things.”

. FACTS ABOUT “END THINGS”

A. Fact: Jesuswill come back. See John 14:1-3; Acts 1:11.

1. Hisdivinity will be acknowledged by every creature. See Philippians 2:9-11.
2. Hewill be glorified through al bdlievers. See 2Thessdonians 1:10.

B. Fact: Jesuswill come back to judge all people. See Romans 14:10.
1. The Father has committed al judgment to the Son. See John 5:22.
2. A judgment day is appointed and is certified by Jesus resurrection. See Acts 17:31.
a. No manknowswhen that day may be. See Matthew 24:36.
3. Thejudgment will separate the “sheep” from the “goats.” See Matthew 25:31-33.
C. Fact: Our liveswill determine how we will be judged. See Romans 14:12.
1. “Thethings done in the body” will determine our destiny. See 2Corinthians 5:10.
2. The*Book of (our) Life” will be compared to God's “books’ (the Bible) to determine
man's eternd destination See Revelation 20:11-13.
D. Fact: Thefaithful will go to heaven. See Matthew 25:34-40; 2Timathy 4.6-8.
E. Fact: The unfaithful will goto hell. See Matthew 25:41-46; Revelation 20:15.
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F. Fact: The destiny of both the faithful and the unfaithful will be eternal. See Matthew
25:46; Hebrews 5:9; Jude 7.

[11. FICTION ABOUT “END THINGS:”
A. Fiction: Thislifeisall thereisfor man.

1. Thiswould be avery depressng redlity. There would be no provison for “equalizing
the unequal” of this present world. See Luke 16:25.

2. Thiseventudity would deny the ultimate triumph of good over evil and would
vdidate the philosophy of “might makesright.”
a Good men aways repudiate such an unfair and unkind prospect.

B. Fiction: Heavenisreal, but hel isnot.

1. Thispostion isasheer rationdization by men seeking to “get something for nothing.”
2. Onedestination is asred asthe other. See Matthew 25:46; Luke 16:19-31.
3. Hdl isasawful as heaven iswonderful. See Mark 9:43-48; Revdation 21:1-22:5.

C. Fiction: God slove will prevent any suffering throughout eternity.

1. God' ssense of justice requires that blessings and punishments be administered and
endured equally. See Romans 11.22.
2. Thewicked will not be annihilated in eternity but will exist aslong as will the saved.

D. Fiction: Thewicked, after death, will have a second chance to repent.
1. The Bible makes no reference to alater opportunity to serve God. See Hebrews 9:27.
2. Doctrines about purgatory (aform of “second chance’) appeared centuries after the
Bible was completed. These teachings were subsequently corrupted into fund-raisers
for an gpostate church.

E. Fiction: God doesn’t really mean what He says about religious disobedience or neglect.

1. Adam and Eve tedtify to every man tha thisis afdse concluson See Genes's
3:3,4,19; Romans 5:12.

2. Nadab and Abihu learned too |late that God is serious about His demands. See
Leviticus 10:1,2.

3. M oses suffered degp disgppointment when God did not forget his diobedience. See
Deuteronomy 3:23-27; 32:48-52.

4. Uzzah died because he did not remember God' s resolve to punish those who dis-
regard or forget Hiswill. See Exodus 25:14; 1Chronicles 13:7-10.
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FIRST PRINCIPLES REVIEW-- Lesson 18

1. What lesson for our lives does Peter stress from the fact that God has promised a second great
change for thisworld?

2. What ultimate proof has God provided to us that Jesus will serve asthe fina judge of dl men?

3. Who knows when the great judgment will take place? What about “prophecies’ concerning
“days and times’ at the end of the world?

4. What are the “books’ out of which our lives will be judged by Jesus? Isthere ardationship
between the teachings of Revelation 20:12 and 2Timathy 2:15? If so, what might it be?

5. Lig some“unequa” things that need to be “equdized’ by means of arighteous judgment
after death. Why could it be said that, “ There must be ajudgment” ?

6. Why do you think some people would claim thet there is no life after death?

7. Which hasthe greater evidence: the existence of heaven or the existence of hell?
8. When one argues that God' s love would prevent any eterna suffering, hisher argument aso
denies something basic about the nature of God. What isit?

9. If you have accessto areligious encyclopedia, church history book, or other source materid,
find the drcumstances surrounding the development of the doctrine of purgatory (*second
chance’).

10. Discussthe four Bible examples of people who learned through experience that God does
mean what He says about obedience and disobedience. Can you add other examples from
the Bible that teach us the same lesson?

MEMORY VERSES. Acts1:11; Actsl17:31
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