Should Christians Observe Christmas?
In answer to the question about why some Christians do not celebrate Christmas as a religious holiday, there are two things that we need to consider:

1) Was Jesus born in December? And,

2) Does God tell us to pick out an arbitrary date and pretend it is the birthday of Jesus?
The biblical and historical evidence shows that Jesus was most likely NOT born in December, especially Dec.25, and in answer to the second question, God did not authorize us to select an arbitrary day to celebrate the birth of Jesus.
We are to rejoice at all times of the year that He was born.  We are to rejoice at all times of the year that He overcame the temptations of Satan right after His baptism (Matt.3-4).  The fact that He overcame at some point in time does not mean that we can pick an arbitrary date and say, for example, that Jesus was baptized on Jan.25, and we are to celebrate his baptism every Jan.25, and Jesus was victorious over Satan’s temptations on March 25, and we are to celebrate the victory of Jesus every March 25.  If it is all right to pretend that December 25 is the birthday of Jesus in spite of biblical evidence, then we can pretend any number of things and act like truth does not have to be kept separate from fiction.
The following article helps to illustrate how truth and fiction can look when it is jumbled together.  We need to ask ourselves, do we really want to tell the story of Jesus’ birth in an erroneous and misleading way?  Consider how many things in the following article are not really true.

A Christmas Story

On December 25 a little boy was born in a stable in Bethlehem.  Jesus was the little baby born that day.  Jack Frost caused a blizzard that day and all the wise men, a few shepherds, Joseph, Mary, and Round John Virgin, along with the animals were gathered snuggly into that same stable.  A little drummer boy was tapping on his drum while his mother was cracking pecans with a nutcracker.  The smell of cinnamon and eggnog filled the air. The sound of bells jingled as someone was putting some bells on a single horse and sleigh, getting ready to give the kids a fun ride in the snow.  A reindeer was sniffing the little baby Jesus, and Jesus touched the reindeer's nose with his small, infant hand, and the reindeer's nose started glowing red.  The three wise men (who were identified as Kris Cringle, Santa Claus, and Saint Nicholas) wondered how they would get back to the North Pole, when suddenly Frosty the Snowman came in and announced that the reindeer could lead a team of reindeer into the air.  Santa Claus hurriedly built a sled from some of the wood of Jesus' manger, gathered some of the toys they had brought to baby Jesus, and decided to share the toys with other children around the world.

Every year on Jesus' birthday we continue to celebrate Jesus' birthday, the three wise men, Rudolf the red-nosed reindeer, Frosty the Snowman, and we dream of a white Christmas, even though it rarely snows in the south this time of year.  Each year Santa Claus continues to ride his sleigh, lead by Rudolf the red-nosed reindeer, and brings gifts to every good boy and girl.  All the children are thankful that Jesus was born on Christmas day because they get lots of gifts.  All the businesses are thankful for all the sales generated by Jesus' birth.  Even to this day churches will display the manger scene of Jesus, his mother and so-called father, the three wise men, and some shepherds, and will sing that Jesus was born on Christmas day. 

If anything in the above story is wrong or inaccurate, there is no need to concern yourself with the facts. The main fact is that Jesus was born on December the 25th, and we should join with all the denominations in making this fact known at this time of year.  So what if it is not entirely accurate!  Who cares?  If we can sing this to the world as "fact", then all the other "facts" mentioned above can be equally taken as "fact".  If we are free to treat one thing as fact when it is really error, then we can treat all the other things as fact.  So, if my brethren can sing that "Jesus was born on Christmas day", then we can tell the story just as it is told above.  So, don't be a Scrooge.  Tell the story just like it is above.  Or, tell the world the truth that Jesus' birth has nothing to do with Dec.25, nothing to do with fantasy, and everything to do with reality in another time of the year.  Separate truth from fiction, reality from fantasy.
Enjoy the season of fantasy and family fun and sharing, but don't pretend that Jesus' birth has anything to do with this specific time of year.  His birth, life, death, and resurrection are not things to celebrate in one season above another.  He is a daily celebration.  But, if we are free to promote the myth of Jesus' birth in December, then we can make up any story we would like.  If not, why not? What would be wrong with telling the story just as it is told above?  -Terry W. Benton 

Now, the above article illustrates how confusing things can get, and how misleading the true story of Jesus can get if we just allow someone to start with ONE error and add another error and another error to it. The first error in the article above is the assumption that Jesus was born on Dec.25.  There is no evidence for that very first assumption. In fact, there is much evidence to the contrary.  But, if we don’t have to tell the truth on that point, then we can pretend all the other things are true as well.  Do you see how corrupt the truth can get if we allow one single error to be told often enough?

For your further consideration, I point you now to an outline given by Terry Frizzell.  Check out the calculations of when it is most likely that Jesus was born, and also make note of how the modern Christmas story corrupts the actual story of the Bible.

The Christian and Christmas

(Some of the later material in this sermon comes from Dave Miller.)

INTRODUCTION:

1. It doesn't take a genius to observe the changing attitudes of many people during the holiday seasons which are upon us. 

a. Some people who would ordinarily be difficult to get along with suddenly become quite joyous and even generous during this season.
b. Then there are others who are ordinarily very cordial and likeable who seem to become almost "scrooge-like" during this particular season of the year.
c. But above all else, during this particular time of the year it seems that almost all of our society tries to become somewhat religious, and many will decorate their houses in a religious way, and many will attend some type of religious service.
2. Don't get me wrong, I do think that it is a good thing that at least many in our society recognizes the fact that the Messiah did come into this world, but I think that in many cases this semblance of spirituality falls well short of what God would want from us.
3. Until about a year ago I had never really given much thought to all of the religious misconceptions concerning Christmas, or for that matter studied very deeply into the birth of Christ as it is recorded in Scripture.
a. But about a year ago I had someone ask a question of me that I did not know the answer to, and during my search for the answer to that question I quickly discovered that there is a lot about the birth of Christ, and subsequently Christmas, that needs to be looked at again, maybe for the first time.

b. So what I have done for our lesson tonight is to begin by identifying some misconceptions concerning the birth of Christ, and see if we can determine during what time of year the birth occurred, then we'll observe the common extremes that many "Christians" take concerning the holiday known to us as "Christmas." 

DISCUSSION:
I. The Birth of Christ.
A. The first thing we want to do is to recognize the fact that there are some serious misconceptions floating around about the birth of Christ.
1. This really should come as no surprise, as there is a great amount of misconceptions floating around about all "religious" subjects.
a) My wife was discussing the church with an individual the other day and in answer to a question asked, she responded that we strive to use the Bible as our only guide in religious matters.
b) This individual responded by saying that she didn't really agree with everything that the Bible said.
c) Obviously if we have people in the world who begin by disagreeing with God's Word, then we are going to have some pretty serious misconceptions about things that are contained in that Word.
2. The birth of Christ is one of those areas where it seems that "folklore" has been passed down better than the Biblical record has.
B. Misconceptions concerning the birth of Christ.
1. When you think of the wise men that came to worship Jesus, how many wise men do you see?
a) Almost invariably the answer will be 3, and the reason for this response is that the Bible tells us that these wise men delivered three gifts: gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
b) However, the Bible never mentions how many wise men came to worship Jesus (Matthew 2:1).
c) It could have been 3, or it could have been as few as 2, or it could have been as many as you care to imagine.  Since the Bible doesn't tell us, we just don't know, and to be dogmatic with a particular number would be to go beyond what God has said.
2. And what about the star?  What do you picture when thinking of the star?
a) Most will picture the newborn Jesus lying in his mother's arms in a manger while the wise men bow down to him, and the star is shining brightly above the manger. 

b) But, none of this is accurate according to the Bible.
c) The star didn't tell Herod or the wise men the whereabouts of Christ's birth, but simply told them that he had been born, and then later led them to his house, not the manger (Matthew 2:9-11).
d) The truth of the matter is that the Scriptures revealed the place of the birth of Christ, and this is what these men had followed (Matthew 2:5; Micah 5:2).
3. And what about these wise men?  Where did they go when they left Herod? 

a) As I just mentioned, most view the wise men as coming to Bethlehem to worship the newborn Jesus, and offering their gifts to Him, but once again this is not what Scripture reveals.
b) When the wise men left Herod and found Jesus, he was no longer an infant, but was now a "child" who was living in a "house" (Matthew 2:11).
c) And it is at this point that they offer the gifts of worship to Him of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
d) And it is likely that by this time Jesus was getting close to 2 years old.
1) You see, the wise men didn't return to Herod after their visit with Jesus, as Herod had requested.
2) As a result of this, Herod calculated the time of the birth to the time it was then, and then had all the male children in the area from 2 years old and down put to death (Matthew 2:16).
3) Jesus would have been in this range.
C. Obviously it is not difficult to see that there are some discrepancies in how man relates the birth of Christ and how the Bible reveals His birth to us.
1. But there is one particular area that has always intrigued me because of the hypocritical religion of so many people during the Christmas season.
2. Just when was Jesus born?  If not December 25, then when?
3. I will be the first to tell everyone who will hear me that the Bible just doesn't say when Jesus was born, but, does the Bible give us any clues?
4. Let's do a bit of research.
II. The Time of the Birth of Christ.
A. According to the Old Covenant, the priests were divided into 24 courses.
1. These courses were for the purpose of fulfilling the responsibilities of the priests in the temple.
2. Each course would serve for one week, twice each year, and then all of the priests would serve during the three feasts weeks during the year.
3. You can observe the division of the courses and the numbering of the courses in 1 Chronicles 24.
B. According to Luke 1:5, Zecharias was a priest who descended from Abia (Abijah).
1. According to 1 Chronicles 24:10, the descendants of Abijah would serve as the 8th course in the order of the priests.
2. If one were to observe the Jewish calendar, he would learn that the Jewish year began with the month Abib, which corresponds with our calendar at the end of March and through most of April.
3. If one were to begin counting the weeks at this particular point, adding a week for the feast of unleavened bread (Leviticus 23:6), he learns that the first course of which Zecharias served each year happened during the first week of Sivan (which corresponds with the end of May on our calendars).
4. There were 24 courses of weeks for the priests to serve, which meant that Zecharias had to serve a second week, and that second week in his course would be about the third week of Chisleu (which corresponds with the early to mid part of December on our calendars).
C. When we observe the text in Luke 1, where Zecharias was told that he would have a son named John, he was fulfilling one of the normal weeks of his priestly course, which means he was either serving in the first week of Sivan (late May or early June), or the third week of Chisleu (early to middle December).
1. After the angel appeared to him, and his duties were fulfilled, he went home and his wife conceived (Luke 1:23,24).
2. Six months later another individual received a visit from a heavenly messenger telling her that she would also bear a son: her name was Mary (Luke 1:26-27, 36).
3. As everything works out, John the Immerser, cousin of Jesus, was born six months before Jesus would have been born: so let's do a little math.
D. If Zecharias was fulfilling his first course of the priestly responsibilities when the angel appeared to him, then he was working during the first week of Sivan (end of May to early June).
1. Counting 9 months from his return home after this week, one finds that John the Immerser would have been born during our month of March: continue counting six months for the birth of Christ, he would have been born in September.
2. But if Zecharias were to be fulfilling the second course of his priestly responsibilities he was serving during the third week of Chisleu (early to middle December).
3. Again, counting 9 months from his return home after this week, one finds that John the Immerser would have been born during our month of September: adding 6 months for the birth of Christ you would find him being born in March.
E. Obviously the text would lead us to believe that Jesus was not born on December 25, but rather that he would most likely have been born either in March or September.
F. Before we draw our conclusions any further that this, let's look at two different extremes that many people take concerning the celebration of Christmas.
III. Two Extremes Concerning Christmas.
A. Some go so far as to completely object to the observance of Christmas as a holiday at all, with or without any religious activities.
1. They find that various aspects of the holiday began with a certain association to certain pagan, superstitious ideas, and so they conclude that Christians ought to refrain from having anything to do with the holiday.
2. But Christians are not responsible for the long-forgotten origins of a given practice.
3. A good example would be found in Exodus 23:19 (cf. Exodus 34:26; Deuteronomy 14:21).
a) In this text we find an injunction in the Old Covenant that would not permit an individual to boil a baby goat in its mother's milk. 

b) This fooled Bible scholars for years until archaeologists discovered that this had been a way to approach a pagan god.
c) So for God's people to have engaged in this practice, they would have identified themselves with superstitious heathen practices, giving credence to pagan gods.
d) However, when the New Law came about, this law about boiling a baby goat in its mother's milk was not carried forward, because the practice was no longer associated with the worship of false gods.
4. In a much similar way, to place a cologne bottle on your shelf that is shaped like a golden calf wouldn't be a sin today, but it would have been disastrous for an Israelite during the Old Covenant.
5. Tracing a given practice back through the ages does not determine whether or not an activity is acceptable, what determines the acceptability is the current connotations when compared with God's Word. 

6. You could mention even more things that we would have to avoid if tracing it back determined sinfulness.
a) June weddings date back to Roman women who chose to marry in June because the goddess Juno was guardian of the female sex.
b) The word "Thursday" denoted that particular day of the week as being dedicated to the pagan god "Thor."
7. The celebration of Christmas may have religious overtones for some people, but the Christmas tree, exchanging gifts, and Santa Clause are religiously neutral activities.
B. The other extreme that some Christians go to is to make Christmas a religious holiday.
1. We should understand, as we saw in the problem with boiling a baby goat in its mother's milk, God has always been concerned with the religious implications of practices that His followers adopt.
a) To observe Christmas as a religious holy day is to observe something religiously that is unauthorized.
b) Scripture repeatedly stresses religious observance of Christ's death (Luke 22:19; Acts 2:42; 1 Corinthians 11:26), but makes no provision for the observance of His birth -- even leaving us to speculate as to when it occurred.
c) God desires us to refrain from engaging in religious activities that are equated with false religion, and an unauthorized religious practice does just that.
d) God wants us to be distinct from false religions.
2. The bottom line is that if a religious activity is not supported by written revelation from God, and Christmas as a religious holiday is not, then it is sinful as a religious practice (Leviticus 10:1-3; 1 Chronicles 15:13; Galatians 4:8-11).

CONCLUSION:
1. While Christians will avoid using symbols that associate the holiday season with unauthorized religious activity (like angels and nativity scenes), they can feel perfectly free to observe Christmas as a festive national holiday.
2. Decorating trees, giving gifts, and the like, are not necessarily associated with a religious observance of Christmas.
3. Understand this: we should be thankful that Jesus was born into this world, but the center of our focus should not be His birth, but rather the death that He died for you and me.
4. Have you accessed the blessings found in that death through believing (John 8:24), repenting of your sins (Luke 13:3), confessing Jesus as the Christ before men (Matthew 10:32), and being buried in baptism having your sins washed away in His blood (Acts 22:16; Romans 6:1-6)?
 -Terry W. Frizzell

I hope this material will be very useful in determining what the will of God is on this subject. If you have any questions relating to God’s word, please feel free to contact us about those matters.

Terry W. Benton
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