ASK YOUR PREACHER    -Sermon No. 3
by W. Curtis Porter

I am making an effort to get before you the teaching of the Bible
concerning things that are practiced in the religious world. In
order to do this as effectively as possible I am asking your
cooperation. And do you wonder what cooperation you can give?
Well, by simply asking your preacher about the things I shall
mention. Nothing should give a preacher greater delight than to be
able to help someone to a knowledge of truth as contained in the
Bible, unless it would be to see that person render obedience to
the truth. However, one must know the truth before the truth by
him can be obeyed; and God saw fit to have preachers preach the
truth. The truth that concerns men today is revealed in the New
Testament, and if a preacher is preaching something it does not
authorize, he is not preaching the gospel. It, therefore, behooves
you to check up on the things you are taught that you may know
whether you have believed and accepted the truth. And you can
check up by taking your Bible to your preacher and asking him to
show you the passage of scripture that mentions the things you
have been taught. If he is certain that he is preaching the truth, he
should welcome an opportunity like that; and if he should not be
willing for you thus to inquire of him, there is something wrong
and you should be determined to find out what it is. But now for
a study of some of these things.

1. Ask your preacher for the passage in the New Testament that
tells that instrumental music was used in the New Testament
church. Some churches have in their services regular hillbilly
bands to put rhythm in your heels by playing suitable music.
Others play instruments that make music a little more subdued and
serious. But the type of instrument is not the thing that concerns
our study - it is the instrument itself in religious service. Whether
it is a fiddle or a pipe organ is all the same as far as divine
authority is concerned. I am making an effort to have you see
whether any of them is backed by divine authority. Does the
church where you worship use any kind of mechanical instruments
in their service? If so, evidently your preacher sanctions their use.
Do you know where Paul, Peter, James or John or any inspired
man in their day ever used them or sanctioned their use in
religious worship? If you don't, then surely your preacher does if
he teaches you to use them. Therefore, go to him and ask him for
the passage in the New Testament that says so.

I remember a statement Paul made in Eph. 5:19. He said: "Speaking to
yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing
and making melody in your heart to the Lord." This certainly
refers to praise service in the New Testament church, for Paul
was writing to the church at Ephesus. He said speaking to
yourselves in psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. He did not say
PLAYING, but he said SPEAKING. Speaking is not playing.
Furthermore, he said: "Singing and making melody in your heart."
Notice that it is not "playing and making melody on your harp or
other instrument of music." Singing is not playing. Then I have
read a similar statement in Col. 3:16. I remember various other
passages in the New Testament that tell Christians to sing. But I
do not recall a single passage that tells them to play an instrument
of music. Yet so many people are using them in their service,
surely somebody knows where the passage is found; and if
anybody on earth knows, it must be the preachers. So ask your
preacher for the passage. When he gives it to you, please send it
to me, for I am very anxious to know where it is. If he tells you
that David used it and told others to do so, just remind him that
David lived and died several hundred years before the church of
the New Testament was ever established. He is, therefore, not
authority for worship in the New Testament church. David offered
animal sacrifice, burned incense, kept the law of circumcision and
did many other things that Christians are not authorized to do, for
he lived under the law of Moses and not under the gospel of
Christ. But the church is a New Testament institution and must
have New Testament authority for its worship. So insist that he
give you the passage in the New Testament where the church ever
used musical instruments. If he cannot give you the passage, then
ask him why he uses them.

2. Ask your preacher where Sunday was ever called "the Christian
Sabbath" in the Bible. We hear a great deal of talk today about the
Christian Sabbath. Preachers, in their church announcements in
the papers, often refer to their services on Sunday as their Sabbath
services. And many times we hear men pray on Sunday and "thank
God for this Sabbath day." Has your preacher been doing these
things? Have you heard him call Sunday the Sabbath, or the
Christian Sabbath? When men so often speak of matters of this
kind they ought to have some authority in the Bible for it; and they
ought to be more than glad to give you the information about it.
So don't hesitate to go to your preacher and ask him about it.

I have often read about the Sabbath in the Bible. I remember that
in Ex. 20:10 God said: "The seventh day is the Sabbath of the
Lord thy God." We all know that the seventh day of the week is
Saturday, not Sunday. Sunday is the first day of the week. But the
seventh day was the Sabbath. I recall also that the Sabbath was
given to the Jews as a sign between them and God to be kept
throughout their generations. Ex. 31:16,17. But Paul, writing to
Christians at Colosse, said: "Blotting out the handwriting of
ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and
took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross. Let no man therefore
judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or
of the new moon, or of the Sabbath days." Co1. 2:14-16,
According to this statement the handwriting of ordinances that
concerned meat and drink, holydays, the feast of new moons and
the Sabbath days was blotted out at the cross of Christ, and
Christians are not now required to keep the Sabbath. It ended with
other Jewish requirements found in the law of Moses. And since
Jesus died on the cross no man has ever been required to keep the
Sabbath day holy. Those who are trying to keep Saturday have the
right day. in mind, but they are trying without any divine authority.

Perhaps your preacher will tell you that the Sabbath has been
changed from the seventh day to the first day of the week, and
that Sunday is now the Christian Sabbath. But if he tells you this,
ask him where the Bible says so. If such a change as this has been
made, surely the Bible will say something about it. But the
reference just given - Col. 2:14-16 - shows the Sabbath was
abolished, that it was blotted out, nailed to the cross. When a
thing is abolished it is not changed. The Sabbath simply was taken
out of the way, not changed to another day. So if your preacher
says it has been changed, insist that he tell you where you can find
something in the Bible about the change.

And let me make another suggestion to you. Ask him where he
can read in the Bible - ANYTHING - about a Christian Sabbath,
whether it is Sunday or any other day. Preachers should not
constantly talk about a Christian Sabbath unless the Bible says
something about it. This is an important thing, for all people
should want to follow the teaching of the Bible. If the Bible
mentions a Christian Sabbath, we should want to talk about it and
observe it, but let us be sure it is in the Bible. So ask your
preacher about it.

3. Ask your preacher where the Bible says sinners are saved by
faith only. This doctrine is taught by most of the preachers in this
country; nearly all religious bodies hold to this idea. If you should
ask them what a sinner must do to be saved, you would be told
that the only thing for him to do is to believe on the Lord, that a
sinner is saved by faith only. One prominent religious body has this
statement in its creed: "That justification by faith only is a most
wholesome doctrine and very full of comfort." That puts it about
the way the majority of preachers preach it. So if your preacher
has been telling you this, I want you to go to him and ask him
kindly to show you where the Bible says a sinner is saved by faith
only. Now, don't forget the nature of the request; don't ask him
where the Bible says one is saved by faith, I can furnish you scores
of passages that say that, but what I am wanting to find is the
passage that says one is saved by faith only, for you know there is
a difference between being saved by faith and by faith only. Faith
only means faith to the exclusion of everything else; it means there
is nothing but faith in the plan of salvation. So that is what I want
you to ask him about. If he refers you to Rom. 5:1 in which Paul
says, "Therefore being justified by faith we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ," call his attention to the fact that
while this speaks of being "justified by faith," it does not say we
are "justified by faith ONLY." The word ONLY is not in it. I
believe men are justified by faith - without faith no man can be
justified - but I am hunting for the passage that says "by faith
only." Notice clearly every verse that your preacher gives you to
see if the word "only" is mentioned in them. Just to find various
forms of statements that tell us that salvation is by faith is not
sufficient; it must be by faith only. Preachers are preaching "faith
only" as the plan of salvation. Hence, we want the passage to
contain the word "only" or some other word that means that. So
you stay with him till he gives you the verse that says we are saved
"by faith ONLY" or till he admits that he cannot find it; for after
all, he can either find it or he can't. And if it is in the Bible he will
know where to tell you to turn.

Is it true that the Bible does not mention "faith only" in connection
with justification? I recall one place where the expression occurs.
I would like to have you read it with me. It is found in James 2:24.
Turn to it and let us see what it says. Here is the way it reads: "Ye
see then how that by works a man is justified, and NOT BY
FAITH ONLY." This speaks of justification. It says a man "is
justified by works." Now, I didn't say that. It reads that way right
there in your Bible. So if saying that one is justified by works is
wrong, the Bible is wrong. That is what it says. And what about
faith only? Read it again, "And not by faith only." Justified how?
By works, and not by faith only. But preachers today say a man is
justified by faith only. I know that too, but James writing in the
Bible, says "NOT by faith only." Which do you think is right?
Modern day preachers or the Bible? Somehow it seems to me that
the Bible must be right. While your preacher is looking for the
passage that says man is justified by faith only, show him this
statement of James that it is not by faith only.

And had you ever thought of how contradictory the Bible would
really be if somewhere else it does say we are saved by faith only?
Not only would it be a denial of Jas. 2:24, but it would repudiate
many other statements of inspired men. As faith only means faith
to the exclusion of everything else, then salvation by faith only
would mean salvation without repentance. It could not include
repentance for then it would not be faith only. Yet the Bible tells
us plainly that "God has commanded all men everywhere to
repent." Acts 17:30. And Jesus said: "Except ye repent, ye shall
all likewise perish." Luke 13:3. These statements would have to
be nullified in order to have salvation by faith only. And it would
also mean salvation without baptism, but Peter says in I Pet. 3:21:
"The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us."
This is the way it reads in your Bible. So the Bible says we are
saved by baptism. There are a number of things the Bible mentions
as conditions of salvation, but denominational preachers say it is
by faith only. Well, please ask your preacher for the verse that
says so: and please send it to me when you have located it. 
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